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FIRST  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

Springfield,  Illinois,  February  21,  1911. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  Feb- 
ruary 21st,  in  Arion  hall,  President  John  H.  Walker  in  the  chair. 

President  Walker^ — ^The  first  thing  on  the  program  this  morning  is 
in  the  way  of  entertainment.  I  think  the  best  thing  for  the  chair  to 
do  is  to  find  the  quickest  way  to  the  entertainment.  Miss  Bessie 
O'Brien  will  sing  "Oh,  for  a  Day  in  Spring." 

Miss  O'Brien  sang  the  song  as  announced  by  the  President,  and  in 
response  to  an  encore  sang  "Coming  Through  the  Rye." 

President  Walker — Next  on  the  program  is  one  of  the  men  in  pub- 
lic life  who,  in  so  far  as  his  influence  goes  in  the  position  he  holds,  has 
at  no  time  since  being  in  that  position  opposed  any  of  the  expressed  re- 
quests or  demands  of  the  miners'  organization  in  this  State.  And  I 
know  through  personal  experience  and  of  my  own  knowledge  that  at 
many  times  when  matters  we  had  pending  in  a  legislative  way  hung 


342074 


4 


Minutes  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 


in  the  balance,  his  influence  has  decided  the  question  in  our  favor. 
With  this  brief  statement,  I  now  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  Charles  S.  Deneen. 

Governor  Deneen — Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen:  I  appreciate 
very  much  the  very  complimentary  statement  made  by  your  Chairman, 
and  regret  that  my  poor  speech  must  come  after  the  delightful  song  of 
Miss  O'Brien.  I  am  glad  to  be  here  to  welcome  you  back  to  Spring- 
field. You  have  come  at  a  time  when  your  influence  will  be  felt  in  the 
matter  of  legislation.  I  feel  that  you  are  here,  not  only  to  adjust  mat 
ters  among  yourselves  and  to  take  an  inventory  of  the  complaints  and 
troubles  you  have,  but  you  are  also  here  to  consider  matters  that  relate 
to  the  legislation  of  the  State.  Our  General  Assembly  is  in  session, 
technically.  It  is  abouc  to  begin  work.  It  has  about  sixty  or  ninety 
days  ahead  of  it,  and  among  other  important  matters  are  some  things 
that  relate  to  you.  The  last  time  the  General  Assembly  met  a  bill  was 
passed,  after  the  Cherry  disaster,  relating  to  mine  rescue  stations. 
Ours  was  the  first  state  to  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter.  Indeed, 
it  was  discussed  here  and  taken  up  before  the  nation  took  action.  Not 
only  that,  it  was  deemed  wise  at  that  time  to  have  a  complete  revision  of 
our  mining  laws.  For  that  purpose  a  commission  was  appointed.  Men 
representing  you,  men  representing  the  operators,  and  other  men  pos- 
se-ssing  technical  skill  in  mining  matters  were  appointed  to  reframe  the 
laws  relating  to  mining  matters  in  this  state.  They  have  not  as  yet 
had  time  to  present  a  report,  although  I  understand  they  have  agreed 
on  the  principal  features  of  such  a  report.  As  your  chairman  is  a 
member  of  that  commission  I  presume  you  are  familiar  witn  this  work. 
I  understand  the  report  will  be  presented  within  a  week.  It  is  the  ex- 
pectation of  those  who  represent  you,  and  also  the  expectation  of  thos« 
who  represent  the  operators,  those  who  represent  the  state  government 
through  the  University,  and  those  who  represent  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, that  our  laws  will  be  placed  in  advance  of  any  laws  in  our 
country  regarding  the  mining  industry,  and  that  they  will  be  placed 
in  a  measure  equal  to  any  laws  that  exist  anywhere  else.  This  is,  of 
course,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  you. 

There  is  before  the  Legislature  another  matter  that  has  been  con- 
sidered for  the  past  year,  and  that  is  the  Employers'  Liability  and  Com- 
pensation Act.  We  have  followed  your  example  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. We  have  all  felt,  those  of  us  who  have  been  in  the  Legislature, 
and  those  of  us  who  have  observed  the  workings  of  the  Legislature, 
that  it  is  nearly  useless  to  expect  any  great  law  to  be  matured  and  con- 
sidered and  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  which  is  initiated  in  the 
General  Assembly  during  its  sessions.  In  the  nature  of  things  that 
must  be  so,  because  at  least  1,200  bills  will  be  introduced  in  the  House 
and  a  great  many  bills,  although  not  so  large  a  number,  will  be  intro- 
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duced  in  the  Senate.  The  Legislature  meets  a  few  days  a  week,  and 
the  members  are  required  to  keep  in  touch  also  with  the  affairs  of  their 
districts.  For  that  reason  about  all  they  can  do  is  to  act  as  a  jury  and 
listen  to  and  pass  upon  the  cases  presented  by  others. 

In  the  last  six  years  there  has  been  an  effort  made  more  and  more, 
to  follov/  the  custom  of  European  government  and  our  National  govern- 
ment when  laws  of  far-reaching  importance  are  to  be  submitted,  that 
they  be  first  considered  by  commissions  of  trained  men.  Wherever 
matters  have  affected  great  bodies  of  men  in  our  state  it  has  been  the 
policy  to  have  commissions  appointed  representing  equally  both  sides, 
and  then  to  have  men  of  very  general  information  and  men  of  approved 
skill  and  reputation  as  experts  join  with  those  men  in  framing  laws 
that  will  be  fair  to  the  industry  and  to  the  public.  You  set  the  example 
in  that  respect. 

We  have  had  a  commission  representing  equally  the  employers 
and  employes  to  frame  an  Employers'  Liability  Bill.  I  thought  it  would 
be  wiser  to  follow  in  the  appointment  of  this  commission  the  policy 
pursued  in  the  commission  affecting  your  matter;  that  is,  to  have  an 
equal  number  of  employers  and  employes  appointed,  and  then  a  num- 
ber of  experts  along  these  lines.  However,  it  was  deemed  wise  to 
have  the  commission  divided  equally  between  employers  and  em- 
ployes. You  are  familiar  with  the  results.  Ten  agreed  and  two  did 
not  agree.  The  provision  of  the  law  was  that  it  should  be  unanimous. 
Although  they  have  compiled  a  vast  amount  of  information  and  have 
outlined  a  bill  that  is  of  value  to  the  General  Assembly,  when  they 
failed  to  agree  it  was  considered  wise  by  all  parties  concerned  to  see 
if  a  voluntary  committee  outside  of  the  Legislature  could  draw  up 
such  a  bill  and  submit  it  for  discussion  and  action.  That  commission 
has  within  the  past  week  made  its  report.  It  has  agreed  upon  a  bill 
and  upon  a  policy.  That  report  will  be  ready  for  distribution  during 
this  week.  Your  representatives,  however,  have  matured  a  bill  affect- 
ing you  which  has  been  submitted  to  me  to  be  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lat\jre  and  considered  by  that  body  in  the  event  the  larger  bill  affect- 
ing all  industries  fails  of  passage.  So  I  think  we  can  look  forward  in 
this  General  Assembly  to  the  beginning  at  least  of  a  law  that  will 
adjust  the  rights  and  obligations  between  the  employers  and  em- 
ployes, and  take  those  inevitable  accidents  and  injuries  which  are  a 
part  of  a  business  and  place  the  burden  of  them  on  the  very  business 
itself.  Now,  this  is  an  important  matter  regarding  our  own  industries 
and  regardng  the  state  at  large,  and  it  will  need  the  attention,  not  only 
of  the  General  Assembly,  but  of  all  men  who  are  employed  and  all 
men  who.  are  employers  so  that  a  fair,  reasonable  and  workable  bill 
can  be  put  in  operation,  because  it  will  be  nearly  a  disaster  to  start 
in  with  any  bad  policy  in  regard  to  those  who  are  employed  in  the 
industries  Oi  the  world  if  it  is  not. 
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There  are  matters  of  importance  to  be  considered,  matters  relat- 
ing to  youT  own  industry  and  to  the  entire  industries  of  the  state  and 
to  the  entire  body  politic.  I  am  sure  you  men,  coming  as  you  do  from 
your  different  organizations,  who  know  your  industry  not  only  by 
study  and  observation,  but  by  actual  experience,  you  men  trained  in 
the  matters  regarding  your  contract  and  laws,  whatever  you  have  to 
say  and  do  about  this  matter  will  have  great  influence  with  the  Legis- 
lature. I  have  said  before  to  this  organization  that  the  miners  of  this 
state  ought  to  feel  proud,  and  I  presume  it  is  so  in  other  states,  of 
the  fact  that  they  have  taken  out  of  legislation  a  vast  amount  of 
matter  and  have  transferred  it  to  their  organioation.  You  have  been 
able,  with  the  mine  operators  of  this  state,  to  agree  upon  matters 
you  have  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  for  years.  I  believe 
I  reflect  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  as  a  whole  when  I  say 
it  is  of  the  greatest  advantage  so  to  do,  and  the  inclination  of  the 
legislative  body  as  well  as  the  executive,  that  what  is  agreed  upon 
between  you  and  the  mine  operators  as  a  fair  and  just  law,  if  it  does 
not  go  too  far,  will  be  enacted. 

I  thank  you  cordially  for  the  invitation  to  be  here  to  greet  you, 
and  I  hope  your  session  will  be  of  advantage  to  you  and  of  great 
benefit  to  ail  concerned  in  the  great  industry  you  represent. 

President  Walker  introduced  to  the  convention  Mr.  Arthur  Fitz- 
gerald, representing  Mayor  Schnepp,  of  Springfield,  who  was  unable 
to  attend  the  opening  session  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — Mr.  President  and  Delegates:  There  is  an  old 
saying  that  misfortune  does  not  travel  alone,  and  your  first  misfortune 
in  not  being  able  to  hear  the  Mayor  travels  in  company  with  the  mis- 
fortune of  being  compelled  to  listen  to  me.  While  I  sympathize  most 
heartily  with  you  gentlemen,  I  will  attempt  to  convey  to  you  the 
felicitations  of  Mayor  Schnepp  and  welcome  you  to  our  city  in  his 
behalf.  It  seems  to  me  the  organization  represented  by  you  has  well 
chosen  Springfield  for  your  convention  city  this  year,  and  I  most 
heartily  commend  the  selection.  I  feel  that  you  are  somewhat  like 
the  bible  character — that  is  probably  known  to  some  of  you  and  of 
which  I  have  heard — the  prodigal,  for  after  having  sojourned  for  three 
years  in  Peoria,  undoubtedly  I  reflect  the  sentiment  of  Springfield, 
and  I  hope  of  each  member  here,  in  saying  I  think  you  are  wise  in 
selecting  Springfield  as  your  convention  city  this  year.  We  feel  that 
your  experience  here  will  justify  your  wisdom  and  your  judgment. 

Governor  Deenen  said  the  state  was  greater  than  the  nation  in 
regard  to  certain  legislation.  If  that  is  true,  then  Springfield  is  greater 
than  the  state.  The  state  of  Illinois  under  a  recent  statute  enacted 
to  protect  the  lives  of  the  men  who  work  in  the  mines  has  estab- 
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lished  in  the  state  three  rescue  stations.  You  men  are  familiar  enough 
with  our  city  to  know  that  we  have  some  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
rescue  stations — at  least  I  have  seen  on  one  of  the  booze  joints  in 
the  west  part  of  town  the  sign  "The  Last  Hope,"  and  a  rescue  station 
is  always  the  last  hope.  I  am  directed  to  say  to  you  that  the  Mayor 
has  turned  over  to  your  chairman  the  keys  of  the  city,  and  from  now 
on  the  police  department  will  cease  operations.  President  Walker 
will  be  the  supervisor  of  your  conduct.  I  have  been  asked  to  say 
to  him  that  if  he  is  unable  through  his  police  powers  to  control  the 
over-earnest  he  has  the  privileges  of  calling  out  the  fire  department, 
and  since  the  Legislature  has  created  in  each  coal  mine  a  fire  depart- 
ment, undoubtedly  he  is  familiar  with  the  use  of  hose  and  can 
quench  the  enthusiasm  of  such  persons. 

Seriously,  gentlemen,  this  week  in  Springfield  is  a  propitious  time 
to  hold  your  meetings.  For  months  in  your  various  homes  you  have 
been  experiencing  weather  no  coal  miner  should  encourage,  and  when 
you  reached  Springfield  you  were  greeted  with  weather  almost  at  the 
zero  mark.  Is  it  not  right  that  we  should  furnish  you  that  kind  of  coal 
mining  weather? 

Springfield  hopes  that  in  your  convention  you  will  deliberate  on 
matters  that  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  you  and  to  the  state  at  large. 
It  seems  to  me  that  because  of  the  fact  that  Sangamon  county  has  so 
many  coal  mines  the  people  of  Springfield  realize  the  necessity  of  a 
deliberative  body  such  as  this,  and  they  are  more  in  sympathy  with  the 
aims  and  intentions  of  your  organization  than  almost  any  other  placa 
which  is  centrally  located  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  which  furnishes 
the  proper  facilities  for  such  a  body.  I  believe  I  speak  the  true  senti- 
ment of  every  citizen  of  this  community  when  I  say  the  people  of 
.Springfield  believe  this  organization  has  done  more  and  is  doing  more 
to  protect  the  life  and  limb  of  the  man  who  works  beneath  the  ground 
than  any  other  community  in  the  state,  because  we  have  you  here  in 
our  midst,  where  we  realize  the  dangers  to  be  encountered  and  where 
we  have  seen  the  futility  of  laws  at  times  to  meet  those  dangers  and 
properly  care  for  them. 

I  hope  I  may  have  an  opportunity  next  year  and  for  each  succeeding 
year,  or  that  some  one  else  may  have  that  opportunity  to  welcome  you 
to  Springfield,  and  to  say  that  from  now  until  you  leave  voluntarily 
the  town  is  yours. 

President  Walker — I  hope  that  during  the  sessions  the  delegates 
will  not  forget  the  statement  made  by  the  speaker  who  has  just  left  the 
platform.  He  is  here  representing  the  Mayor  and  he  has  conferred  ab- 
solutely the  police  powers  and  the  regulation  of  this  city  on  me.  Ho 
has  also,  insofar  as  he  could,  given  me  supervision  over  the  conduct  of 
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the  delegates  while  here.  This,  in  addition  to  the  usual  authority  which 
a  number  of  you  have  seen  exemplified  at  times  and  know  that  it  is 
rather  far-reaching,  ought  to  enable  me  to  have  a  fairly  decent  record 
for  this  convention  when  we  adjourn  sine  die. 

The  next  gentleman  we  are  to  hear  from  is  here  to  represent  the 
business  interests  of  the  city  of  Springfield  through  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  A  number  of  these  gentlemen  we  have  met,  we  have  had 
them  with  us  on  previous  occasions  of  this  kind,  and  we  know  that  per- 
sonally a  number  of  them  are  good  fellows.  It  may  be  that  there  is  an 
element  of  good  fellowship  that  has  entered  into  their  making  the  ef- 
fort to  get  our  conventions  here  in  Springfield;  but  without  question 
another  element  has  entered  into  it,  and  the  matter  of  business  has 
more  than  all  other  elements  entered  into  their  efforts  to  bring  our 
conventions  here.  They  feel  that  it  is  a  good  thing  for  business  in 
Springfield  to  have  us  here.  We  have  appreciated  their  indications  of 
good  fellowship  in  the  past,  and  we  reciprocate  them. 

In  listening  to  this  representative  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
however,  I  want  you  to  give  attention  to  the  proposition  he  will  have  to 
make  for  it  will  be  something  in  the  way  of  making  a  joint  contract. 
He  is  representing  the  other  side  in  coming  here  to  speak  to  you,  and 
if  terms  can  be  made  more  favorable  by  Springfield  than  by  any  other 
city  of  course  we  will  continue  to  come  here.  If  these  terms  can  not 
be  made  more  favorable  we  will  be  sorry  to  leave  you.  He  has  the 
most  difficult  position  of  all  the  speakers  that  have  come  to  this  meet- 
ing. The  others  hold  public  positions,  and  with  them  it  is  more  a  ques- 
tion of  being  good  fellows;  but  he  has  to  make  good  on  the  business 
end  of  the  proposition.  The  only  thing  I  ask  is  that  you  give  strict  at- 
tention to  what  he  says  and  that  you  will  be  as  literal  with  him  in  con- 
sidering what  he  has  to  say  as  you  would  ask  that  he  would  be  with 
you  if  you  were  making  a  business  proposition  to  him  and  asking  him 
to  agree  to  it. 

I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  Mr.  Arthur  D.  Mackie,  rep- 
resenting the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Mackie — Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen:  If  the  Governor  of 
the  state  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  apologize  for  following  Mis& 
Bessie  O'Brien,  what  position  must  I  be  in  in  following  Miss  Bessie 
O'Brien,  the  Governor  of  our  state  and  our  prize  orator?  The  people 
of  the  state  have  been  represented  by  the  Governor,  the  people  of 
the  city  of  Springfield  have  extended  a  welcome  to  you  through  Mr. 
Fitzgerald.  I  represent  what  is  left.  Gentlemen,  this  is  a  business 
proposition,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  an  organiza- 
tion of  business  men  numbering  about  800,  we  appreciate  your  presence 
here  today.    We  were  very  sorry  to  lose  you  about  three  years  ago. 
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Peoria  came  here  three  years  ago  and  took  your  convention  away 
from  us.  You  know  our  sister  city  of  Peoria  is  a  natural  born  kleptomani- 
ac. They  came  here  a  year  ago  and  tried  to  steal  our  state  fair!  We  for- 
gave them  for  that,  but  we  can  never  forgive  them  for  stealing  our 
pet  convention.  We  know  the  facilities  offered  by  Springfield,  and  we 
know  that  there  were  no  conditions  of  that  sort  that  took  you  away. 
On  analyzing  the  matter  we  found  that  you  left  us  on  account  of  your 
love  for  one  good  fellow  in  Peoria,  Tom  O'Connor,  that  prince  of  good 
fellows  who  was  then  mayor  of  that  city.  Tom  O'Connor,  I  may  say, 
is  now  a  citizen  of  Springfield.  At  least  you  will  find  him  in  the  St. 
Nicholas  hotel  six  days  in  the  week.   He  visits  Peoria  on  Sunday. 

The  natural  location  of  Springfield,  it  seems  to  me,  should  appeal 
to  you.  This  is  a  dollars  and  cents  proposition.  We  are  centrally  lo- 
cated. The  people  of  Springfield  are  in  sympathy  with  the  miners  on 
account  of  the  number  of  them  in  our  midst.  One  year  ago  we  com 
piled  data  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  showing  that  we  could  save  the 
delegates  who  attended  the  convention  between  seven  hundred  and  eight 
hundred  dollars  in  railroad  fare  by  selecting  Springfield  instead  of 
Peoria.  That  is  an  item,  it  seems  to  me,  that  should  be  taken  into  cor?- 
sideration.  There  is  another  thing  we  have  to  offer  you  that  Peoria, 
Bloomington,  Decatur,  Rockford,  and  no  other  town  can  offer  in  the 
form  of  amusement  or  entertainment,  and  that  is  a  state  legislature 
in  action. 

I  have  here  the  keys  of  the  city  which  Mr.  Fitzgerald  referred  to. 
He  neglected  to  say,  however,  that  the  Mayor  had  unscrewed  the  lid 
for  this  week.  There  will  no  lid  on  during  the  time  of  your  sojourn 
here. 

One  thing  more  in  closing.  We  want  to  do  everything  possible  to 
make  your  sojourn  here  pleasant.  We  not  only  want  you  satisfied  this 
year,  but  we  want  you  so  well  satisfied  that  you  will  select  Springfield 
as  your  permanent  meeting  place  and  state  headquarters.  If  you  have 
any  complaints  to  offer  on  account  of  accommodations,  or  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  any  citizen  or  business  interest,  I  wish  you  would  tell  me. 
I  will  have  the  backing  of  the  whole  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  repre- 
sents the  business  interests  of  the  city,  to  right  any  wrong.  If  you  hava 
any  compliment  to  offer  to  Springfield  I  want  you  to  tell  each  other. 

President  Walker — The  next  speaker  is  one  familiar  to  practically 
every  man  here  who  has  attended  our  conventions  in  the  past.  He  is 
a  member  of  our  own  organization,  and  represents  organized  labor  of 
the  City  of  Springfield.  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you,  in  be- 
half of  organized  labor  in  the  City  of  Springfield  and  the  neighboring 
territory,  Brother  A.  J.  Smith.  Brother  Smith  represents  the  Spring- 
field Federation  of  Labor. 
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Mr.  A.  J.  Smith — Mr.  Chairman  and  Brothers:  I  am  sure  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  be  here  to  address  you  in  behalf  of  our  city  and  to  wel- 
<3ome  you  in  the  ilame  of  organized  labor  of  Springfield.  You  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  come  back  to  Springfield,  and  we  look  upon  it 
as  a  home  coming.  We  hope  you  may  see  fit  to  come  back  to  Spring- 
field in  the  years  to  come  and  make  this  your  regular  annual  meeting 
place. 

Since  you  have  been  away  from  Springfield  the  organized  labor 
movement  here  has  made  some  strides  and  some  advance.  We  have 
added  materially  to  the  numbers  of  practically  all  the  organized  crafts. 
We  have  also  added  a  number  of  crafts  to  the  fold  in  the  centralized 
movement.  Among  these  I  particularly  want  to  mention  the  Grocery 
Clerks'  Union,  less  than  three  years  old,  which  now  numbers  nearly  two 
hundred  members.  You  will  understand  the  difficulty  an  organization 
of  that  character  has  to  contend  with.  The  propositions  they  strive 
with  are  of  such  a  peculiar  nature  that  it  is  hard  for  them  to  get  a 
footing,  and  after  once  getting  a  footing  to  maintain  it.  A  number  of 
business  men  m  the  city  have  been  very  broad-minded  ana  have  in  a 
measure  helped  the  organization,  which  is  doing  a  very  good  work  and 
is  being  encouraged  by  organized  labor  in  this  city. 

The  representative  of  the  Mayor  spoke  of  rescue  stations.  In  all 
the  more  desirable  of  these  rescue  stations  you  will  find  union  men  who 
are  thoroughly  competent  to  minister  to  your  particular  thirsts  or 
needs.  I  will  state  in  behalf  of  the  barbers  that  practically  all  the  de- 
sirable shops  in  the  city  are  run  by  men  who  recognize  the  shop  card 
and  employ  union  men.  The  Cigar  Makers'  organization  is  one  of 
which  we  are  proud  in  Springfield.  Every  cigar  manufactured  in  the 
City  of  Springfield  is  made  by  a  union  man.  If  you  will  bear  that  in 
mind  when  you  go  to  get  a  smoke  and  patronize  home  industry  you 
will  be  doing  the  cigar  makers  a  favor.  T  he  particular  rescue  station 
that  is  under  this  hall  has  not  seen  fit  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
they  have  been  asked  to  comply  with.  You  might  also  bear  that  in 
mind. 

I  want  to  say  to  those  of  you  who  have  not  been  in  Springfield  he- 
lore  that  there  are  points  of  interest  here.  We  have  the  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment, the  iState  House,  the  Lincoln  Home  and  the  State  Arsenal.  In 
the  lower  part  of  the  Lincoln  Monument  are  the  Lincoln  relics.  Lincoln, 
you  know,  was  the  man  who  spoke  in  no  uncertain  terms  concerning  the 
government  and  labor.  You  will  find  something  to  interest  you  also 
in  the  Lincoln  Home,  and  in  the  State  House  you  will  find  Memorial 
Hall.  If  you  are  interested  in  Illinois  history  you  will  find  very  many 
interesting  things  there.  In  the  State  Arsenal  you  will  find  the  State 
Museum.  You  will  find  many  interesting  things  there,  and  Dr.  Cook, 
the  Curator,  will  not  object  to  your  asking  questions. 
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I  have  been  asked  to  announce  that  the  Entertainment  Committee 
of  the  Federation  is  arranging  to  entertain  you  tomorrow  night  in  this 
hall.  They  will  give  you  a  program  which  will  contain  some  vaudeville 
acts,  some  music,  and  it  has  been  confided  to  me  that  possibly  there 
will  be  some  refreshments. 

The  movement  here  feels  an  interest  in  this  organization  and  in 
this  convention.  We  want  to  see  you  meet  here.  Your  deliberations  are 
always  prudent,  just,  fair  and  mean  a  great  deal  to  the  movement  in 
this  state.  We  want  you  to  feel  at  home  while  you  are  in  our  midst. 
Again,  I  want  to  extend  to  you  a  welcome  on  behalf  of  organized  labor 
of  Springfield. 

President  Walker — In  behalf  of  the  Convention  and  our  organiza- 
tion I  wish  to  assure  you  that  we  appreciate  very  much  the  entertain- 
ment tendered  us  this  morning.  You  have  brought  us  your  best  talent 
in  the  way  of  musicians  and  speakers  to  meet  and  greet  us  here  this 
morning.  The  Governor  and  the  representative  of  the  Mayor  represent 
the  people  of  this  state  and  city.  They  are  elected  to  the  positions  they 
hold  by  a  majority  of  the  voters  within  the  confines  of  the  jurisdiction 
their  positions  cover.  We  realize  that  they  have  a  number  of  other 
people  to  satisfy  in  discharging  the  duties  of  the  positions  they  hold, 
and  with  that  in  mind  the  Mine  Workers  do  not  want  to  put  them  in 
an  unfair  position  and  ask  them  for  anything  more  than  we  are  abso- 
lutely entitled  to.  We  hope  that  at  no  time  will  we  make  a  mistake 
in  going  farther.  I  might  say,  however,  that  there  is  considerable  de- 
termination on  the  part  of  the  membership  to  see  that  in  the  discharge 
of  those  functions,  when  we  are  to  be  considered,  we  will  get  just  what 
we  are  entitled  to.  We  expect  by  argument  to  convince  you  and  all  of 
the  men  who  have  our  welfare  in  their  hands  of  the  merits  of  our  posi- 
tion. We  desire  if  we  are  wrong  to  give  you  every  opportunity  to  show 
us  where  we  are  wrong,  and  we  say  to  you  now  the  minute  you  can  con- 
vince us  that  we  are  wrong  we  will  recede  from'  that  position.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place  to  remind  you  that  if  you  cannot  show  us  we  are 
wrong  and  you  will  not  agree  to  give  us  what  is  right  we  will  do  the 
very  best  we  can,  and  we  expect  to  make  a  creditable  effort  to  see  that 
we  at  least  get  what  is  right,  no  matter  what  changes  are  made  to 
bring  that  about. 

There  is  one  matter  I  mentioned  a  year  ago  that  appears  to  be 
not  very  well  known.  I  feel  all  that  is  lacking  is  a  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  public  of  this  condition,  and  I  feel  the  minute  they  under- 
stand the  matter  it  will  be  righted.  W^hen  that  is  done  somthing  will 
be  brought  about  that  will  make  for  the  best  interests,  not  only  of  the 
miners,  who  will  be  more  than  all  others  affected,  but  all  other  citi- 
2ens,  or  at  least  the  common  people  of  the  state.  We  do  not  complain 
thai"  our  employers  are  worse  than  other  men  similarly  situated,  but 
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we  do  say  that  material  interests  affect  the  judgment  of  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  and  that  material  interests  have  affected  their 
actions  in  such  a  way  as  to  not  only  work  an  injustice  on  us  but  on 
all  other  citizens  in  this  great  state  of  ours. 

After  almost  five  months  of  a  strike  on  the  part  of  the  miners 
of  the  state  of  Illinois  we  were  conceded  what  would  amount  to  some- 
where in  the  neighborhood  of  ten  cents  a  ton  distributed  on  the  actual 
cost  of  production  per  ton  to  the  operators.  Every  humble  citizen  in 
this  state  is  today  paying  from  fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  a  ton  addi- 
tional as  a  result  of  our  adding  ten  cents  a  ton  to  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion of  that  commodity,  and  the  coal  miner  is  blamed  for  that  un- 
reasonable cost  being  added.  If  the  railroad  companies  and  the  large 
consuming  concerns  that  are  best  able  to  pay  a  reasonable  price  for 
coal  were  compelled  to  pay  the  same  price  the  humble  citizen  pays 
then  the  common  people  of  this  state  could  get  their  coal  supply  for 
not  to  exceed  $1.50  per  ton;  the  coal  operator  would  make  more  profit, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  could  afford  to  pay  the  coal  miner  better 
wages  than  he  is  paying  at  the  present  time.  These  large  consuming 
interests  are  getting  their  coal  today  for  almost  the  same  price  they 
were  getting  prior  to  the  inauguaration  of  our  struggle.  If  you  own 
a  railroad  in  Illinois  today  you  can  go  to  Chicago  and  buy  six-inch 
lump  coal  for  85  and  90  cents  a  ton.  If  you  are  working  for  that  rail- 
road and  getting  from  $1.50  to  $2.00  and  $3.00  a  day  on  which  to  sup- 
port your  family  it  will  cost  you  from  $3.00  to  $5.00  to  buy  a  ton  of 
that  coal.  It  affects  every  other  worker  in  this  state  the  same  as  it 
does  us.  They  are  holding  up  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
The  railroad  interests  and  the  coal  interests  combined  are  doing  that, 
and  putting  the  miner  in  the  position  of  a  desperado  who  is  holding 
up  the  people.  It  is  in  line  with  the  tactics  they  have  pursued  almost 
since  the  present  method  of  conducting  industry  has  been  in  force. 
If  they  can  accomplish  through  any  means  whatever  some  object 
which  will  give  them  undue  advantage  and  then  throw  the  blame  on 
the  other  fellow,  they  will  not  only  get  the  proceeds  of  the  holdup, 
but  they  put  the  other  man  in  a  position  where  he  is  discredited  by 
others. 

I  might  say  v/hile  the  Governor  is  here  that  during  the  last  year, 
or  in  the  last  year  for  which  statistics  have  been  recorded  a  great 
catastrophe  occurred  in  one  of  the  mines  of  the  state  of  Illinois. 
During  our  recent  struggle  our  employers  compiled  statistics  of  deaths 
and  disabilities  occurring  in  the  mines  for  two  or  three  months.  They 
included  the  month  in  which  nearly  300  of  our  members  were  killed, 
and  then  held  up  to  the  public  a  comparison  of  that  three  months  in 
our  state  with  three  months  in  a  non-union  state,  which  was  prac- 
tically not  working  at  that  time,  and  happened  to  be  for  that  few 
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months  free  of  accidents,  and  said,  "Here  is  what  the  Miners'  Union 
is  doing!  It  is  preventing  us  from  protecting  the  lives  of  the  men  in 
the  mines."  Putting  us  in  the  position  of  murderers,  if  you  please. 
They  compared  us  with  the  non-union  mines  of  West  Virginia,  where 
as  it  happened  for  three  months — and  I  think  it  is  the  only  three 
months  in  the  history  of  mining  operations  in  that  state  they  were 
free  from  catastrophies — and  said,  "That  is  how  they  protect  the  lives 
and  limbs  of  the  men  where  the  operators  have  everything  in  their 
hands." 

I  was  at  the  meeting  where  the  cross-examination  was  conducted 
in  bringing  out  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the  Cherry  disaster.  I  don't 
like  to  talk  about  it.  I  don't  believe  those  men  intended  to  murder 
our  people,  but  if  they  use  an  act  of  their  own  to  put  the  miners  of 
this  state  in  a  bad  position  they  must  expect  the  truth  to  be  made 
known.  In  the  cross-examination  of  witnesses  it  was  proven  abso- 
lutely that  through  a  violation  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
those  men  lost  their  lives,  and  they  were  using  that  instance,  where 
through  their  own  neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  laws  of  this 
state  they  had  been  the  cause  of  almost  three  hundred  of  our  mem- 
bers losing  their  lives,  and  trying  to  make  it  appear  that  we  were  re- 
sponsible for  that  condition.  It  is  wrong,  but  it  is  in  line  with  their 
tactics,  and  I  hope  the  people  v/ill  get  to  understand  from  time  to  time 
what  the  truth  really  is. 

The  facts  are  that  the  latest  federal  statistics  on  the  question 
show  that  Illinois  has  the  lowest  percentage  of  accidents,  compared 
to  the  number  of  men  employed  and  the  coal  produced  of  any  state 
in  the  Union,  and  the  non-union  portions  of  our  industry  have  the 
largest  percentage  of  accidents.  I  am  only  pointing  out  these  things 
so  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  state  can  understand 
what  the  conditions  really  are  and  give  the  coal  miners  only  what 
belongs  to  them.    That  is  all  we  ask. 

To  the  representatives  of  the  business  interests  who  came  here 
I  desire  to  say  that  we  are  glad  to  have  them  with  us.  We  are  glad 
to  have  them  state  what  they  have  to  offer  in  a  friendly,  gentlemanly 
and  honest  way.  We  are  not  going  to  attempt  to  fool  you — we  ex- 
pect to  get  all  we  can  out  of  you.  The  only  thing  I  expect  that  will 
influence  us  to  accept  your  proposition  will  be  when  we  convince 
ourselves  we  would  lose  if  we  did  not  accept  it.  When  we  feel  we 
can  not  get  a  better  proposition  by  going  elsewhere.  The  natural  re- 
sult of  Springfield  being  the  state  capital  gives  the  business  interests 
of  Springfield  a  rather  large  handicap  in  the  competition  for  the  con- 
ventions of  large  labor  organizations  to  meet  here.  I  want  to  say 
frankly  that  I  believe  the  opportunity  for  education  and  for  seeing 
things  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  capital  will  almost  offset 
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any  inducement  that  may  be  offered  by  any  other  city;  but  in  addition 
to  that  we  have  opportunity  for  doing  real  work  and  bringing  to  bear 
influences  that  will  bring  about  better  conditions  for  the  people  we 
represent  and  the  labor  movement  generally  are  great.  In  my  judg- 
ment that  makes  Springfield  more  desirable  than  any  other  town  in 
the  state  in  which  to  hold  our  conventions.  I  feel  that  in  your  propo- 
sition you  have  an  appeal  to  make  which  will  be  a  strong  influence 
in  inducing  us  to  continue  our  meetings  in  your  city. 

With  regard  to  organized  labor  I  have  only  this  to  say.  We  are 
glad  to  have  you  with  us,  we  are  glad  to  have  you  use  your  influence 
in  our  behalf  while  we  are  here.  We  would  like  to  have  you  keep 
that  spirit  in  the  forefront  in  all  of  your  work,  not  only  at  this  time, 
but  later  on,  and  we  say  to  you  that  if  there  is  anything  the  miners' 
organization  can  do,  particularly  through  our  conventions  here  in  this 
city,  to  further  strengthen  and  build  up  the  labor  movement  of  Spring- 
field and  bring  about  better  things  for  you,  your  wives  and  your  fami- 
lies and  make  progress  along  the  lines  trades  unions  are  moving,  let 
us  know  and  we  will  be  glad  to  do  the  best  we  can. 

In  behalf  of  the  convention  I  want  to  say  that  we  sincerely  appre- 
ciate the  welcome  that  has  been  extended  to  us  and  the  privileges  that 
have  been  granted.  At  the  same  time  we  want  to  assure  you  that  while, 
because  of  our  own  natural  generosity,  we  do  not  like  to  deprive  any 
man  who  feels  these  two  hundred  and  fifty  institutions  you  have  re- 
ferred are  really  rescue  stations  from  going  there  if  he  wants  to,  I  do 
not  expect  our  membership,  particularly  the  delegates  here,  will  feel 
any  particular  need  of  having  to  apply  to  a  rescue  station  during  the 
coming  sessions  of  our  meetings.  We  do  not  want  to  do  anything  that 
will  deprive  any  other  man,  even  if  he  happens  to  be  a  business  man. 
from  an  opportunity  of  being  saved  at  one  of  those  stations  if  he  wants 
to  be  saved,  and  if  any  of  our  members  feel  it  necessary  to  go  there  I 
expect  they  will  appreciate  the  opportunity  you  have  given  them. 

In  concluding  let  me  say  we  will  do  the  best  we  can  to  see  to  ii 
that  you  will  have  no  good  reason  for  regretting  your  kind  welcome. 

I  now  call  this  convention  to  order  and  declare  it  open  for  the  busi- 
ness that  is  to  come  before  the  session. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  official  call  for  the  con- 
vention: 

Call  for  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District  No.  12,  Stale 
of  Illinois,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Office  of  Secretary-Treasurer,  District  12,  January  7,  1911. 
To  the  Local  Unions  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  District  No.  12: 

Greeting — You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  22nd  Annual  Conventioi 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  District  12,  -State  of  Illinois," 
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will  be  held  in  Arion  Hall,  Springfield,  Illinois,  commencing  at  ten  j. 
m.,  Tuesday,  February  21st,  1911. 

Attention  is  called  to  Sections  1  and  3  of  Article  5  of  the  State 
Constitution,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  District  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  issue  a  call  for 
the  annual  convention  six  weeks  prior  to  the  date  set  for  it,  and  shall 
furnish  printed  credentials  with  duplicate  to  each  local.  Each  locj,! 
shall  place  the  names  cf  all  delegates  from  said  local  on  the  same  ere 
dential,  properly  signed  and  sealed,  and  the  duplicate  shall  be  sent  to 
the  district  office  six  days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  convention. 

Section  3.  Representatives  to  district  convention  shall  be  elected 
directly  from  local  unions  and  shall  have  one  vote  for  one  hundred 
members  or  less,  and  an  additional  vote  for  each  one  hundred  members 
or  a  majority  fraction  thereof,  but  no  representative  shall  have  more- 
than  five  votes,  and  no  person  shall  be  eligible  as  representative  who  \:y 
not  a  miner  or  mine  laborer,  or  employed  by  the  organization,  and  is^ 
a  bona  fide  member  of  a  local  union  in  the  district. 

Yours  truly, 

Duncan  McDonald, 
District  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Delegate  Hall,  Springfield — I  move  that  the  call  be  adopted  as 
read.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Walker — The  next  business  in  order  will  be  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Delegate  Hall,  Springfield,  read  a  report  of  the  delegates  against 
whose  seating  there  were  no  protests. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  King  the  report  of  the  committee  was  re- 
ceived and  the  degelates  named  in  the  list  read  by  the  committee  were- 
seated. 

Delegate  Hall  announced  that  the  committee  requested  the  rep- 
resentatives of  Local  1108  and  Local  2416  to  appear  before  the  com- 
mittee at  the  close  of  the  convention.  He  also  requested  other  dele- 
gates who  had  any  corrections  to  make  in  the  credentials  report  ta 
appear  before  the  committee. 


REPORTS  OF  OFFICERS. 

Vice  President  Groce  Lawrence  in  the  chair. 
President  Walker  read  the  following  annual  report: 
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PRESIDENT  WALKER'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District 
No.  12,  U.  M  W..  of  A.— Greeting: 

In  compliance  with  established  custom  I  am  herewith  submitting  a 
brief  resume  of  the  important  and  interesting  events  that  have  trans- 
pired in  the  year  just  passed,  together  with  such  suggestions  and 
recommendations  which,  in  my  judgment,  are  of  sufficient  importance 
to  warrant  consideration  by  our  District  Organization. 

The  Strike  of  1910. 

The  most  important  of  all  events  for  us  as  an  organization  that 
transpired  was,  of  course,  the  prolonged  effort  necessary  to  establish 
our  present  contract.  Joint  conventions  were  held  in  Peoria  from 
February  24th  to  March  4th,  1910,  and  from  May  10th  to  May  20th, 
1910,  and  the  joint  scale  committee  was  in  session  in  Chicago  from 
March  8th  to  May  5th,  1910,  making  a  total  of  twenty  days  in  joint  con- 
vention and  fifty-eight  days  in  joint  scale  committee  meetings.  This, 
of  course,  included  Sundays  and  a  few  days  that  the  scale  committee 
was  not  in  session  on  account  of  the  ofiicers  having  to  go  into  the  field 
to  have  our  members  abide  by  the  temporary  contract,  which  had  been 
reached  and  M^hich  was  effective  only  pending  negotiations  for  a  perma- 
nent agreement. 

In  chronicling  these  events  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  the 
sessions  of  the  scale  committee,  notwithstanding  they  lasted  fifty-eight 
days,  cost  the  organization  less  than  two  days  the  expenses  of  the  dele- 
gates while  attending  the  sessions  of  the  joint  convention. 

At  3:05  P.  M.  Friday,  May  20th,  1910,  a  final  disagreement  was 
reached  and  the  economic  war  was  on  between  the  members  of  our 
organization  and  the  membership  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators'  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  final  ultimatum  of  the  Operators'  Association  was  a  renewal 
of  the  old  agreement  plus  the  3  cents  per  ton  increase  and  5.55  per 
cent  increase  on  all  other  labor.  In  other  words,  the  minimum  de- 
mands of  our  Cincinnati  convention. 

Our  position  was  tnat  they  must  concede  to  us  in  addition  to  3 
cents  per  ton  and  5.55  per  cent  on  other  work  the  following  demands: 

First — 3  cents  additional  for  Franklin  and  Williamson  Counties. 

Second — 2  cents  additional  in  the  long  wall  mines  of  northern  Illi- 
nois, the  Peoria  District  and  Bloomington,  also  4  cents  per  ton  extra 
for  Elllsville. 

Third — That  where  shot  firers  were  used  the  operators  must  pay 
all  cost  for  inspection  and  firing  of  shots. 
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Fourth — Operators  must  lay  all  permanent  metal  track  in  rooms, 
entries  and  cross  cuts,  with  a  numoer  of  other  minor  improvements  in 
our  contract. 

This  also  carried  with  it  a  maintenance  of  our  present  machine 
differential,  something  which  the  men  in  the  eastern  district  have  not 
accomplished.  In  other  words,  while  we  got  the  full  3  cents  per  ton 
advance  on  all  machine  mined  coal,  the  districts  east  of  us  only 
received  4  cents  per  ton  on  screened  coal,  while  the  equivalent  of  our 
three  cents  mine  run  entitled  them  to  5  cents;  they  gave  up  to  the 
operators  one  cent  on  screened  coal  as  an  added  machine  differential, 
or  one-fifth  of  the  entire  advance.  Had  we  done  likewise  we  would 
only  be  getting  an  advance  of  2  2-5  cents  increase  on  machine  mined 
coal  instead  of  the  three  cents  increase  we  now  enjoy. 

Previous  to  breaking  off  negotiations,  I  had  gotten  permission  from 
the  International  Executive  Board,  in  the  event  of  a  disagreement,  to 
sign  up  with  individual  operators,  and  just  as  soon  as  a  final  disagree- 
ment was  reached,  a  most  vigorous  campaign  was  conducted  by  your 
district  officers  to  effect  settlements  along  these  lines. 

On  the  26th  of  May  we  effected  a  settlement  with  the  Coal  Oper- 
ators' Association  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Scale  Districts.  Later,  with 
the  Bunsen  Coal  Company,  and  from  time  to  time,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  other  companies  signed  up  until  we  had  about  25,000  of  our 
members  at  work  under  our  Peoria  agreement  and  paying  the  ten  per 
cent  assessment  to  assist  those  still  idle. 

When  we  reached  this  state  of  affairs  the  operators  realized  that 
we  could  continue  the  struggle  indefinitely  and  began  looking  for  some 
means  of  obtaining  a  better  settlement  for  themselves  than  we  were 
willing  to  agree  to.  They  appealed  to  the  International  Organization 
and,  as  a  result,  several  conferences  were  arranged  and  a  compromise 
proposition  submitted  by  the  International  Union  to  our  membership 
for  their  approval  or  disapproval.  The  proposition  was  overwhelmingly 
defeated. 

The  International  Organization  then  called  a  Special  Convention, 
whi£h  lasted  from  August  11th  to  20th,  to  try  to  settle  the  strike  in 
Illinois,  but  the  convention,  after  hearing  both  sirip«,  thnrrmp;hly  en- 
dorsed our  position  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

While  this  convention  was  in  session,  and  until  after  it  had  ad- 
journed, the  operators,  in  the  hope  and  under  the  belief  that  we  would 
be  compelled  to  recede  from  our  position  and  give  them  better  terms 
than  we  were  offering,  held  out  and  discontinued  signing  up,  but  im- 
mediately after  the  convention  had  endorsed  our  position,  knowing  that 
their  last  hope  had  been  defeated  and  that  we  now  had  the  backing  of 
the  rank  and  file  of  our  Internationa^  Organization  and  realizing  that 
no  International  Officer  could  then,  at  least  openly,  use  the  power  of 
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the  position  he  held  in  their  favor,  asked  for  a  conference  with  the 
District  Officers  of  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  settlement  on 
the  basis  of  the  Peoria  Agreement,  and  on  September  9th  an  agree- 
ment, carrying  with  it  every  principal  demand  in  toto  and  the  minor 
demands  in  effect,  was  reached,  which  enabled  all  of  our  membership 
to  start  to  work  under  a  contract  in  effect  until  Marh  31st,  1912,  which 
gavo  them  more  additional  advantages  over  the  minimum  demands  of 
the  Cincinnati  convention  than  all  the  other  districts  combined  in  the 
entire  organization  secured  for  their  membership. 

The  following  were  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  convention  to  gov- 
ern the  organizition  during  the  struggle: 

"That  a  donation  equal  in  amount  to  $4.00  per  member  be  given  to 
each  local  union  recognizing  our  laws  and  obligations  and  complying 
with  our  agreements;  this  sum  to  be  placed  in  some  local  bank  in  the 
name  of  the  sub-district  or  state  officers,  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
local  union,  through  the  local  or  wholesale  grocery  merchants  with 
whom  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  local,  or  committees,  rep- 
resenting the  local  union,  and  the  district  or  sub-district  officers,  sub- 
ject to  the  following  regulations: 

"First.  Only  members  in  actual  need  who  have  applied  for  assist- 
ancf^  and  who  have  been  granted  it  by  the  local  union,  or  a  properly 
authorized  committee,  representing  the  local  union,  will  be  entitled  to 
receive  any  aid. 

"Second.  Where  it  has  been  decided,  as  above,  that  any  member 
is  entitled  to  aid,  he  shall  receive  an  order  on  whatever  retail  or 
wholesale  merchant  has  been  designated;  this  order  to  be  signed  by 
all  of  the  local  officers,  or  all  of  the  properly  authorized  committee, 
representing  the  local  on  this  matter,  and  to  be  for  whatever  sum  the 
size  of  the  member's  family  or  their  need  may  warrant,  considering 
the  amount  of  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  local  union,  and  the  number 
of  similar  cases  that  the  local  union  has  to  tend  to;  this  order  to 
be  good  for  its  face  value  with  said  merchant  for  only  provisions  and 
medicine;  the  merchants  in  turn  to  present  the  order  to  the  bank 
where  the  money  is  deposited.  Any  merchant  proven  guilty  of  giving 
money  for  said  order  shall  be  immediately  discontinued  in  that  capacity 
for  the  organization.  Any  member  proven  guilty  of  getting  money  or 
liquor  on  said  order  shall  forfeit  his  right  to  any  further  assistance. 

"Third.  In  case  of  a  prolonged  general  strike  any  future  donations 
to  be  made  along  similar  lines  and  governed  by  above  rules. 

"Fourth.  During  this  strike  (if  one  is  entered  into),  every  member 
working  must  pay  10  per  cent  of  his  net  earnings  to  support  it,  subject 
to  modification  or  discontinuance  by  the  Executive  Board  when,  in 
their  judgment,  it  is  wise  or  necessary. 
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"Your  committee,  in  making  its  report  on  this  subject,  recognizes 
that  the  duty  devolving  upon  them  is  not  a  question  of  paying  out  to 
each  member  a  sum  proportionate  to  the  amount  each  had  paid  in, 
but  is  a  question  of  using  this  fund  in  the  manner  and  way  calculated 
to  win  the  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

"In  order  to  accomplish  this  end  our  purpose  should  be  to  dis- 
tribute our  resources  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  for  the  longest  time 
possible,  our  membership  from  being  forced,  through  starvation,  to 
desert  our  ranks  and  return  to  work. 

With  that  end  in  view,  and  after  full,  careful  and  deliberate 
consideration  as  such  a  vitally  important  question  deserves,  we  report 
for  your  grave  and  serious  consideration,  the  following,  and  we  ask  you 
to  go  thoroughly  into  this  matter,  and  weigh  it  carefully,  and  be  sure 
you  make  no  mistake  in  deciding  it,  as  the  life  of  our  organization 
itself  may  depend  upon  your  decision. 

"We,  your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  policy 
to  govern  our  members  as  a  result  of  the  disagreement,  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows: 

"After  exhausting  every  honorable  effort  in  a  long  protracted  series 
of  meetings,  using  every  argument  that  was  known  to  us,  and  after 
considering  every  phase  of  this  very  serious  situation,  and  believing 
that  the  responsibility  resting  on  us  in  our  effort  to  intelligently  serve 
and  protect  the  interests  of  our  members,  their  wives  and  families 
justified  us  in  continuing  negotiations  so  long  as  there  was  any  hope 
of  averting  an  industrial  war,  and  knowing  full  well  that  in  the  final 
analysis  of  this  great  industrial  problem,  in  addition  to  our  being 
judged  by  our  own  members,  the  great  American  public  will  watch 
with  keen  interest  our  effort,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  we  emphatically  reaffirm  our  demands  as  pre- 
sented to  our  committee  and  stand  prepared  to  defend  the  same  at  all 
times,  calling  upon  our  70,000  members  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder 
in  our  fight  for  the  justice  that  our  hazardous  calling  demands,  and 

"Recommend  that  the  following  policy  be  adopted  for  our  guid- 
ance: 

"First.  That  in  harmony  with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Inter- 
national Executive  Board,  giving  us  the  right  to  sign  up  with  those 
companies,  or  sub-districts,  that  are  willing  to  accede  to  our  demands, 
the  Executive  Board  of  District  No.  12,  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  make  contracts  with  the  aforesaid  companies  upon  the 
terms  of  the  scale  and  conditions  embodied  in  the  contract  as  adopted 
by  this  convention. 

"Second.  That  for  the  present  those  companies  that  do  not  sign 
our  contract  be  permitted  to  employ  such  of  our  men  as  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  property  by  reason  of  water. 
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in  accordance  with  tlie  tioldover  agreement  relative  to  engineers — 
also  such  men  as  are  required  to  put  out  fires  that  threaten  the  de- 
struction of  property,  providing  said  companies  pay  the  advance  of  5.55 
per  cent  as  provided,  and  comply  with  the  other  provisions  of  the 
Agreement,  and  agree  not  to  employ  non-union  men  in  any  department, 
and  that  the  Executive  Board  is  empowered  to  withdraw  any  such  men, 
at  any  time,  if,  in  their  judgment,  they  are  warranted  in  such  action, 

"Third.  That  inasmuch  as  the  convention  has  already  agreed  to  a 
policy  of  relief,  we  call  upon  our  members  to  render  such  assistance  as 
will  best  conserve  our  funds  and  protect  the  needy,  by  seeing  that 
the  money  spent  is  used  to  the  very  best  advantage. 

"Fourth.  In  conclusion  we  recommend  to  our  members  that  their 
conduct  be  such  as  to  merit  only  the  best  wishes  of  our  many  friends, 
fellow  trades  unionists  and  sympathizers,  by  a  strict  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  our  constitution,  ever  remembering  their  obligation 
to  their  fellow  workers  and  their  duty  as  citizens  by  a  strict  observ- 
ance of  the  laws  of  the  state,  and  let  it  not  be  said  that  a  United  Mine 
Worker  is  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  when  he  became  a 
member  of  this,  the  largest  labor  organization  in  existence." 

I  believe  the  worst  thing  that  can  be  said  about  these  rules  is  that 
they  were  not  strictly  adhered  to  by  every  member  from  the  time  they 
were  adopted  until  the  strike  was  ended.  In  my  opinion,  considering 
all  things  in  connection  with  this  matter,  the  delegates  to  that  conven- 
tion displayed  exceptional  foresight  and  good  judgment  when  they 
adopted  these  rules,  and  our  success  was,  in  a  large  measure,  made 
possible  only  by  this  uniform  and  economic  management  of  our  funds. 

For  a  time,  particularly  on  the  commissary  question,  there  was 
considerable  trouble  and  confusion,  but  by  the  time  we  had  gotten 
really  into  the  fight  and  the  virtues  of  the  plan  had  become  understood, 
the  only  objection  heard  was  that  we  did  not  have  enough  money  to 
distribute  by  that  method. 

There  was  also  some  criticism  of  that  portion  of  the  policy  which 
allowed  the  firemen,  pumpmen  and  engineers  to  work,  but  as  soon  as 
it  became  apparent  that  the  operators  were  using  underhand  methods 
to  defeat  us,  an  order  was  sent  out  calling  all  those  men  out.  After 
that,  the  only  serious  criticism  on  that  score  arose  from  the  operators, 
some  few  scabs  and  the  International  Organization,  but  when  the 
International  Convention  endorsed  our  position  in  the  matter  that  left 
the  operators  and  scabs  standing  alone. 

Notwithstanding  the  absolute  fairness  of  our  contention,  the 
Manufacturers'  Association,  the  Whiskey  Distillers,  railroad  interests 
and  all  kindred  organizations  lined  up  solidly  with  the  operators 
against  us,  and  through  the  newspapers,  by  circulars  in  every  language, 
detectives  and  spotters,  and  other  paid  hirelings,  misrepresented,  lied 
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and  vilified  us  in  every  waj^  and  some  that  under  their  obligation 
should  have  been  with  us  who  were  being  paid  by  us,  threw  every 
obstacle  in  our  way  to  prevent  our  success. 

Among  the  best  friends  we  had,  outside  of  our  own  active  member- 
ship directly  involved,  was  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist,  which  printed 
everything  necessary__lQ_But  our  'side  of  the  question  before  the  public. 
Thousands  of  copies  of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  w^re  distributed 
freewhen  items  of  special  interest  were  published,  ar^ri  it  aotpri  a 
medium  through  which  the  working  class  papers  in  the  different 
foreign  languages  nailed Jbbe  Tnlsrenrpsentations  of  the  other  side  and 
kept  the  foreign  speaking  people,  that  were  interested  in  the  strike, 
informed  of  the  actuar~factsr^The  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  did  more 


real  e'ffective  work  in  our  behalf  during  the  struggle  than  any  other 
paper  published. 

Outside  of  those  directly  involved,  the  one  individual  whose  efforts 
accomplished  the  most  for  us  was,  in  my  opinion,  .TQhri^  Mitchell.  He 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  bis  own  Local  Union  over  forty  dollars  per 
month  during  the  time  that  the  ten  per  cent  assessment  was  on.  He 
worked  quietly,  but  incessantly,  in  the  first  place  to  help  us  get  an 
agreement;  when  the  strike  was  on,  he  smoothed  the  way  for  several 
settlements  that  I  am  convinced  could  not  have  been  secured  other- 
wise, and  when  the  opposition  was  the  fiercest,  when  our  enemies 
were  doing  their  worst,  at  the  Special  International  Convention,  and 
even  those  who  should  have  been  helping  us  turned  against  us,  he 
cam.e  out  in  the  open  and  did  all  he  could  in  our  interest  and  gave  the 
influence  and  prestige  of  his  name  to  encourage  our  people  and 
strengthen  our  position  with  the  American  public 

The  struggle  is  over  and  I  have  no  desire  to  keep  alive  any  bitter- 
ness, but  as  a  matter  of  self-protection  for  the  future,  we  should  keep 
in  mind  who  were  our  enemies  and  our  false  friends,  as  well  as  those 
who  were  our  real  friends  and  govern  ourselves  accordingly. 

In  closing  this  subject,  I  want  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  for 
the  heroic  services  rendered  by  so  many  of  the  rank  and  file  of  Illinois, 
as  well  as  the  sub-district  and  local  officers  and  my  associates,  during 
the  most  trying  periods,  for  the  practically  general  attitude  of  unsel- 
fishness and  devotion  to  the  cause  exhibited  by  all. 

The  miners  of  our  District  Organization  and  their  families,  in  my 
opinion,  displayed  the  most  splendid  example  of  solidarity,  intelligent 
co-operation  and  unanimity  of  action,  coupled  with  a  grim  determina- 
tion to  win,  regardless  of  suffering  or  sacrifice  in  this  battle,  which  is 
a  part  of  the  great  struggle  for  human  justice,  that  has  ever  been 
shown  in  an  industrial  conflict,  considering  the  mimbers  involved,  the 
duration  of  the  contest  and  the  opposition  encountered  . 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  OUR  PRESENT  CONTRACT. 

The  following  record  and  statement  was  sent  out  as  an  official 
document  by  T.  L.  Lewis  from  the  International  Office  on  December 
5,  1910: 

"1.  In  connection  with  Section  5,  Paragraph  "E,"  that  where  dan- 
gerous conditions  develop  to  the  extent  that  the  State  Mine  Inspector 
decided  that  shot-firers  are  required  that  they  will  be  employed. 

"2,  In  connection  with  Section  13,  Paragraph  "B,"  that  the  ques- 
tion of  determining  a  method  for  arbitrating  disputes  would  be  taken 
up  as  the  first  order  of  business  at  the  first  joint  board  meeting,  and 
that  until  a  definite  plan  is  agreed  upon  any  dispute  arising  will  be 
referred  to  a  commission  composed  of  two  operators  and  two  miners 
with  one  of  the  following  men  as  the  fifth  man:  William  T.  Morris, 
of  DuQuoin,  Professor  Stoek,  of  Urbana,  J.  E.  Williams,  of  Streator. 

"3.  In  connection  with  Section  17,  as  to  the  statements  to  be 
furnished  to  the  miners'  local  representatives,  that  a  detailed  state- 
ment will  be  furnished  in  case  of  any  bona  fide  dispute. 

"4.  In  connection  with  Section  17,  that  the  operator  can  require  a 
proper  legal  order  to  protect  himself  in  making  such  check-off;  and 
that  whether  such  an  order  is  taken  or  not  the  United  Mine  Workers 
guarantee  to  protect  any  operator  against  loss  on  this  account  where 
the  check-off  has  been  for  the  United  Mine  Workers. 

"5.  In  connection  with  Section  29,  that  no  fine  would  be  imposed 
upon  the  men  at  any  time  for  failure  to  work  October  12. 

THE  ILLINOIS  COAL  OPERATORS'  ASSOCIATION, 
A.  J.  Moorshead,  President. 
F.  W.  Lukins,  Vice  President. 
E.  T.  Bent,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
UNITED  MINE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA.  DIST.  NO.  12, 
J.  H.  Walker,  President. 
Groce  Lawrence,  Vice  President. 
Duncan    McDonald,    Secretary- Treasurer. 

"The  above  supplement  was  agreed  to  in  Chicago,  but  is  not 
printed  in  the  book  containing  the  Illinois  wage  contract  and  given 
to  the  members. 

"Read  these  sections  of  your  contract  and  t1ie  supplement  care- 
fully. Get  a  copy  of  the  Illinois  agreement.  Study  the  contract  for 
yourself.    Do  not  be  deceived  by  ane  one. 

"Is  it  possible  that  the  officials  of  Illinois  are  unwilling  to  take  the 
miners  into  their  confidence?  Why  do  they  persist  in  concealing  the 
facts  from  their  constituents  if  they  have  secured  everything  that  they 
pretend  to  make  the  miners  x)f  the  country  believe?" 
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It  is  clearly  obvious  that  the  purpose  and  intent  in  sending  out 
such  a  circular  was  to  discredit  your  District  Officers  and  get  votes 
In  the  recent  election  for  the  party  who  sent  it  out. 

The  facts  are  that  this  record  was  agreed  to  in  the  joint  confer- 
ence at  which  a  final  agreement  was  reached.  It  was  immediately 
published  in  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist,  along  with  the  full  agree- 
ment, and  copies  of  both  the  agreement  and  record  were  sent  out  to 
all  the  lopal  unions  as  soon  as  we  could  get  them,  printed. 

This  circular  and  other  pamphlets  sent  out  from  the  same  source 
have  been  answered  from  time  to  time,  and  I  am  merely  mentioning 
this  because  some  of  our  members  who  read  this  statement  and  who 
were  not  aware  of  the  facts  were  being  misled. 

I  may  add  that  this  act  on  the  part  of  President  Lewis  is  similar 
In  character  to  that  which  he  has  been  doing  to  the  Illinois  officers 
ever  since  he  held  the  position  of  International  President.  It  was  a 
part  of  his  now  well  understood  harmony  program. 

The  District  officers  took  the  miners  fully  into  their  confidence  all 
during  negotiations.  Compare  their  attitude  with  that  of  those  in 
charge  of  negotiations  in  Cincinnati.  The  Illinois  officers  have  kept 
the  membership  fully  informed  of  all  the  records  and  contracts.  Their 
action  was  open  and  above  board  and  open  to  inspection  at  all  times, 
and  speaking  for  myself — I  say  to  this  convention  that  if  you  consider 
any  of  my  acts  during  the  strike  or  since  then  of  a  nature  to  warrant 
action  on  your  part,  I  invite  the  fullest  and  most  thorough  investiga- 
tion and  no  matter  what  you  may  decide,  your  decision  will  be  ac- 
cepted and  complied  with  by  me  without  complaint. 

Policy. 

Certain  statements  have  been  circulated  from  high  sources  to  the 
effect  that  the  miners  of  Illinois  should  not  retain  what  they  have  won 
which  the  miners  elsewhere  have  not  secured,  which  means  that  we 
should  give  up  to  the  operators  of  Illinois  every  concession  we  have 
gotten  from  them  which,  their  competitors  are  not  giving  the  men 
working  for  them. 

The  operators  of  Illinois  have  been  industriously  preaching  that 
doctrine  for  years,  and  it  may  be  that  they  have  infiuenced  this  egotis- 
tical demagogue  to  shamelessly  and  blatantly  preach  this  Judas-like 
doctrine  by  the  same  means  that  they  secured  similar  action  from  the 
same  source  during  our  recent  troublous  times,  It  is  one  of  those 
plausible  appearing  doctrines  on  the  surface,  which  might  catch  the 
unwary,  but  no  thinking  worker  would  ever  subscribe  to  it.  But  let  U8 
analyze  it  and  see  what  it  would  really  mean  to  the  miners  of  Illi- 
nois were  it  put  into  practice. 
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First — We  have  the  seven  cent  machine  differential  in  Illinois^ 
Indiana,  Ohio,  West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  have  all  the  way  from 
ten  to  over  twenty  cents  of  a  differential,  which  would  mean,  of  course, 
that  the  best  we  could  do  would  be  to  accept  a  three  cent  per  ton  re- 
duction on  all  machine  mined  coal  outside  of  Vermilion  County  in 
Illinois. 

Second — We  would  have  to  accept  a  reduction  on  our  yardage 
scale.  , 

Third — We  would  have  to  give  up  our  mine  run  system. 

Fourth — We  would  have  to  go  back  to  shooting  our  own  shots,  or 
at  least  pay  the  shot  firers. 

Fifth — We  would  have  to  give  up  our  Qualification  Law. 

Can  you  imagine  any  one  honestly  advocating  a  policy  of  that  kind 
who  is  true  to  your  interests?  There  is  one  saving  grace  on  the  part 
of  the  men  who  went  over  to  the  other  side,  and  that  is,  that  they  are 
drawing  their  salary  from  that  source  since  they  stsj^ted  to  work  in 
the  interests  of  the  operators. 

Let  us  anaylze  this  solcalled  policy  on  a  broader  scale  and  see 
what  it  means  and  how  it  would  work  out. 

First — We  must  give  up  all  that  we  have  secured  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  compel  every  other  coal  operator  to  give  to  their  em- 
ployees, which  means  that  we  will  be  as  nearly  as  possible,  if  not  al- 
together, on  the  plane  of  the  non-union  miners  and  that  there  would  be 
the  least  incentive  possible  for  the  non-unionist  to  join  our  organiza- 
tion or  for  our  membership  to  stay  in  it. 

Second — During  that  time  we  and  our  families  would  have  the 
very  least  of  the  things  our  union  could  get  for  us  during  our  every 
day  lives. 

Third — If  trouble  should  arise  we  would  be  most  illy  prepared  for 
it  and  would  have  the  minimum  of  resources  to  combat  it  with. 

This  would  be  a  sound  doctrine  for  the  worst  labor  crusher  on 
earth  to  preach,  and  it  would  be  entirely  consistent  for  him  to  do  so, 
but,  in  my  judgment,  no  trades  unionist  but  a  traitor,  who  has  an  ex- 
ceedingly low  opinion  of  the  intelligence  of  the  membership  of  our  or- 
ganization, could  advocate  such  a  doctrine  and  expect  the  member- 
ship to  support  it 

A  man  who  would  advocate  a  policy  of  that  nature  would  not  hesi- 
tate, in  my  opinion,  were  he  in  a  position  to  do  so,  to  leave  the  im- 
portant unorganized  fields  go  and  put  organizers  into  the  organized 
fields  to  stir  up  dissension,  division  and  strife  and  to  criticise,  villify 
and  slander  the  officers  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  good  men 
and  weakening  or  destroying  the  organization  entirely. 
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He  would  do  what  he  could  to  defeat'  strikes  in  the  important  fields 
by  withholding  financial  support  and  entering  into  a  deliberate  con- 
spiracy with  the  non-union  operators  to  defeat  the  strike,  and  would 
loot  the  treasury  and  weaken  the  entire  organization  by  inaugurating 
strikes  in  the  isolated  districts  that  were  comparatively  of  small  im- 
portance and  send  all  the  money  possible  where  the  prospects  were 
tS>e  very  worst  for  winning  the  struggle. 

Such  a  man,  in  my  opinion,  would  join  hands  with  the  Pittsburg 
and  other  great  non-union  coal  companies  and  with  men  representing 
non-uDion  operators,  like  Al  Hamilton,  and  become  identified  with 
newspapers  and  interests  that  they  represent,  such  as  the  Labor  World 
of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  the  Industrious  Liar,  and  other  dirty  con- 
temptible mouthpieces  of  the  interests  that  were  established  purely  to 
further  their  welfare  at  the  expense  of  the  workers  and  who,  in  the  un- 
derhand methods  of  the  yellow  coyote,  would  at  the  same  time  be 
striking  the  men  who  were  really  the  Labor  Movement. 

In  short  a  man  who  would  advocate  such  measures  while  masquer- 
ading as  a  friend  of  ours  and  the  labor  movement  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  living  modern  exemplification  of  Judas  himself  who  betrayed  not 
only  all  this  world,  but  his  hopes  for  the  next  for  thirty  pieces  of 
silver. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  policy  and  believe  that  the  opposite  one  should 
be  followed  by  our  organization  and  every  other  Labor  organization. 
Many  reasons  can  be  advanced  for  advocating  the  opposite  policy,  but. 
I  believe  the  foregoing  statement  makes  it  so  clear  that  a  few  illustra- 
tions will  suffice. 

First — It  would  not  only  justify  us  in  holding  what  we  have  but 
also  getting  all  that  is  justly  ours  and  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Second — The  more  we  are  able  to  secure  the  greater  incentive 
there  is  for  the  non-union  man  to  join  our  organization;  the  more  of 
an  incentive  there  is  for  every  one  to  stay  in  the  organization  and 
stregthen  and  upbuild  it. 

Third — In  the  meantime,  while  we  are  solving  the  labor  problems^ 
we  and  our  families  are  getting  through  our  union  all  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  get  to  make  our  lives  brighter,  more  comfortable  and  happier, 
and  the  maximum  opportunity  to  develop  the  best  there  is  in  us  and 
our  children,  and  if  trouble  must  come,  we  are  in  the  strongest  pos- 
sible position  to  meet  it. 

Briefly,  our  organization  will  all  the  time  be  getting  absolutely 
everything  it  can  get  for  us,  furnishing  the  strongest  inducement  to  the 
non-unionist  to  join  us,  and  keeping  us  in  the  strongest  possible  posi- 
tion to  take  advantage  of  any  opportunities  for  progress,  instead  of 
the  other  policy  which  would  give  us  the  least  possible  all  the  time, 
have  us  in  the  weakest  position,  furnish  the  least  incentive  to  the  non- 
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unionists  to  come  in  or  the  membership  to  stay  in  and  leave  us  abso- 
lutely in  the  worst  possible  condition  to  meet  trouble  or  make  progress. 

Uniform  Representation  in  Convention  and  Equal  Distribution  of  the 

Cost. 

One  matter  that  has  sugegsted  itself  to  me  is  not  only  the  unfair 
distribution  of  the  cost  of  representation  at  our  conventions,  but  the  ac- 
tual lack  of  representation  at  these  meetings  on  account  of  that  condi- 
tion. 

I  feel  that  conventions  of  this  character  are  of  such  importance 
that  every  man  under  our  jurisdiction  should  be  represented  in  them, 
also  that  as  these  meetings  are  for  the  benefit  of  our  whole  member- 
ship, each  member  should  pay  his  equal  share  of  the  cost,  and  would 
recommend  that  an  amendment  be  made  to  the  constitution  providing 
that  the  wages  and  expenses  of  delegates  to  the  District  Convention 
be  paid  out  of  the  District  Treasury  on  the  same  basis  as  railroad  fare 
is  paid  the  delegates  to  the  Annual  International  Convention,  and  that 
the  District  be  instructed  to  levy  an  assessment  on  each  member  suf- 
ficient to  reimburse  the  treasury  for  the  amount  so  expended. 

I 

Legislative  Work. 

At  the  present  time  the  legislative  work  is  being  done  by  a  Legis- 
lative Committee,  composed  of  three  members  of  our  organization  and 
a  Mining  Investigation  Commission  of  which  Secretary-Treasurer  Mc- 
Donald, one  member  of  the  Legislative  Committee  and  myself  are  mem- 
bers . 

The  Legislative  Committee  is  supposed  to  have  charge  of  the  leg- 
islation pending  before  the  State  Legislature.  They  are  also  supposed 
to  defena  us  in  the  State  Legislature  from  the  attacks  of  outside  cor- 
porations on  the  general  laws  and  particularly  from  the  attacks  of  the 
coal  operators  on  the  mining  laws.  In  order  to  understand  prospective 
legislation,  they  should  assist  with  the  formation  of  it,  and  being  in 
close  touch  with  the  legislators  and  knowing  their  attitude  on  labor 
matters,  should  be  best  qualified  to  handle  the  political  problems  neces- 
sary to  insure  the  best  results  in  a  legislative  way,  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  tnat  that  work  is  of  such  vital  importance  to  our  entire  mem- 
bership that  it  should  be  given  every  reasonable  consideration.  Out- 
side of  that  fact,  I  believe  that  at  least  as  one  officer,  if  I  give  the  at- 
tention to  che  executive  work  of  the  organization  which  I  feel  it  should 
receive,  I  will  be  unable  to  spare  sufficient  time  to  do  justice  to  the 
legislative  work,  and  while  I  feel  that  we  should  render  mutual  co-op- 
eration to  the  Legislative  Committee,  when  the  general  work  of  the  or- 
ganization would  permit,  or  the  special  importance  of  the  legislative 
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work  would  require  at  times,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  best  results 
can  be  obtained  by  having  final  authority  and  responsibility  on  such 
matters  vested  in  the  Legislative  Committee.  Of  course,  the  right  to 
discontinue  the  services  of  the  Legislative  Committee  should  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  Board  if,  in  their  judgment,  that  was  the 
best  thing  to  do. 

At  the  time  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  point  out  that  the  Illi- 
nois Coal  Operators'  Association  have  already  tried  to  set  our  Qualifi- 
cation Act  aside,  but  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  has  declared  the 
Law  to  be  constitutional.  They  now  have  a  special  committee  of  five 
of  their  members  working  under  cover,  but  none  the  less  vigorously, 
to  have  tne  Qualification  Act  and  the  Tanner  Act  repealed.  There  can 
only  be  one  reason  for  their  doing  this,  and  that  is,  that  they  expect  to 
have  a  strike  some  time  and  want  to  be  able  to  import  foreign  strike 
breaking  labor  and  take  them  down  into  the  mines  without  restriction 
to  take  our  places.  It  is  well  known  that  they  spent  considerable  money 
in  the  late  legislative  campaign  to  elect  men  who  would  serve  their 
ends  in  this  respect,  also  to  defeat  men  that  were  candidates  who  were 
known  to  be  honest  men  and  whose  interests  and  sympathies  were  with 
the  men  who  toil.  This,  in  connection  with  their  plain  undisguised  ef- 
fort to  flood  the  mines  of  Illinois  with  unnecessary  new  labor  at  every 
opportunity  and  the  threats  they  have  made  as  to  what  they  will  do 
to  our  organization  the  first  favorable  opportunity  they  get,  makes  it 
clear  to  me  that  every  effort  that  we  can  make  to  safe-guard  our  in- 
terests politically  and  otherwise,  should  be  made,  and  that  the  member- 
ship locally  should  be  awakened  to  the  possibility  of  impending  disaster 
if  they  do  not  take  an  active  interest  and  lend  every  assistance  to  the 
organization  to  prevent  the  operators  from  carrying  into  effect  their 
clearly  evident  sinister  purpose. 

Grounds  for  Tents. 

In  the  light  of  the  possibilities  that  arose  in  our  recent  struggle  of 
men,  women  and  children  being  thrown  out  of  a  shelter  by  eviction 
from  the  company  houses,  and  feeling  that  if  another  struggle  of  that 
kind  is  gone  into  in  the  near  future  and  that  it  is  quite  possible  that 
they  may  be  thrown  out,  I  earnestly  believe  that  this  is  the  time  that 
provisions  should  be  made  to  protect  ourselves. 

With  that  end  in  view,  I  would  receommend  that  in  all  localities 
where  there  is  any  possibility  of  our  members  being  evicted  during  a 
strike,  a  plot  of  ground  be  purchased  containing  five  acres  or  more, 
the  more  tne  better,  which  can  be  used  as  a  park  in  the  summer  time 
for  holding  meetings,  athletic  games,  base  ball,  foot  ball  and  possibly 
bathing  pools  made,  but  more  than  all  else  to  have  a  place  where  tents 
can  be  pitched  on  our  own  land  to  protect  from  the  elements  especially 
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the  women  and  children  who  might  be  thrown  out  of  their  homes  in 
the  winter  time  in  case  a  strike  was  in  existence. 

More  Equal  Division  of  Work  and  Better  Protection  for  Our  Members. 

Recently  it  has  become  more  apparent  than  ever  that  there  are  al- 
together too  many  mines  and  too  many  miners  in  Illinois  to  enable  the 
men  employed  cO  earn  for  themselves  and  their  families  the  living  they 
are  entitlea  to  on  the  basis  of  the  present  wages  and  hours  of  labor. 

The  operators  are  continually  employing  new  green  men  wherever 
possible  and  the  hardship  imposed  upon  our  members  and  their  fam- 
ilies as  a  result  of  this  condition,  is  becoming  more  and  more  irksome 
and  unbearable  as  time  goes  on. 

During  times  of  peace  this  means  that  the  more  men  there  are  to 
divide  the  work  among  the  less  each  will  get,  and  as  a  consequence, 
the  less  prepared  we  will  be  at  the  end  of  a  contract  to  withstand  any 
protracted  sirike,  also  the  more  new  men  they  start  to  work  in  the 
mines  at  this  time,  the  more  dependents  there  will  be  that  will  have 
to  be  cared  for  in  the  event  of  a  strike. 

In  order  to  protect  ourselves  something  must  be  done  to  prevent 
this  condition  becoming  any  worse,  or  out  fighting  resources  will  be 
decreased  and  our  need  for  more  resources  increased;  our  people 
pinched  and  impoverished  between  times,  until  we  will  be  helpless  at 
the  end  of  a  contract. 

I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  that  will  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  possible  under  our  present  contract  and  laws,  any  more 
new  men  being  taken  into  our  organization  until  conditions  become 
better,  and  that  special  efforts  be  made  from  now  on,  looking  to  a 
shortening  of  the  work  day  and  at  least  one  holiday  per  week,  so  as  to 
more  evenly  distribute  the  opportunities  for  work  among  our  entire 
membership  in  the  future. 

Halls  and  Co-Operative  Stores, 

Once  again  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  our  membership  to  the 
desirability  of  building  their  own  halls  and  having  co-operative  stores 
established. 

If  the  local  erects  their  own  hall  they  can  hold  meetings  on  short 
notice  at  any  time  for  any  purpose,  and  they  will  always  have  a  place 
to  go  to  and  there  is  no  danger  of  their  having  it  taken  away  from  them 
during  times  of  strikes.  It  will  be  away  from  the  saloons,  noise  and 
influences,  and  as  near  as  possible,  the  business  will  always  be  done 
by  men  whose  brains  are  clear  and  who  will  treat  each  other  with 
every  courtesy  and  as  brothers. 

No  one  can  deny  the  fact  that  if  co-operative  stores  were  estab- 
lished, so  that  our  entire  membership  were  able  to  purchase  the  things 
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they  use  in  every  day  life  at  tlie  ordinary  price  in  stores  owned  and 
controlled  by  themselves,  and  every  three  months  a  dividend  was  de- 
clared giving  them  back  all  over  what  it  took  to  pay  the  actual  original 
cost  and  expenses  of  conducting  the  stores,  it  would  be  the  equivalent 
of  a  substantial  advance  in  wages  to  them  and  would  also  mean  that 
they  would,  in  most  cases,  get  a  higher  grade  of  goods,  more  union 
made  goods,  more  courteous  and  better  treatment,  and  during  strikes 
the  most  highly  organized  and  systematic  arrangement  to  provide  our 
members  _an  dthei  rfamilies  with  the  needs  of  life  at  the  lowest  cost 
possible. 

In  view  of  the  warlike  attitude  of  the  coal  operators  at  the  present 
time,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  every  member  be  fortified  as 
strongly  as  possible  in  this  way,  so  that  when  contracts  expire,  if  war 
does  come,  we  will  be  in  the  best  possible  shape  to  meet  it,  and  in  my 
opinion,  this  convention  should  devise  some  plan  to  put  into  practical 
operation  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  stores  on  that  basis. 

Conclusion. 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  the 
assistance  and  many  acts  of  kindness  extended  to  me  by  the  member- 
ship and  my  oflGlcial  colleagues,  as  well  as  our  efficient  and  loyal  office 
force,  during  the  past  year. 

I  acknowledge  a  feeling  of  pride  in  the  fact  that  after  over  ten 
years  of  my  life  being  spent  as  an  officer,  where  my  every  act  in  the 
work  of  the  labor  movement  is  an  open  book  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  spite  of  the  most  vicious  and  malicious  attacks  on  the  part  of  the 
organs  of  the  employing  interests  and  their  tools  within  our  own 
movement,  I  received  in  the  recent  election,  with  the  single  exception 
of  John  Mitchell,  the  highest  vote  of  any  candidate  for  an  International 
position,  as  well  as  having  no  opposition  in  the  election  for  District 
President,  of  the  largest  district  numerically  in  our  organization,  par- 
ticularly as  that  position  carries  with  it  almost  as  much  responsibility 
and  a  great  deal  more  work  on  the  firing  line,  where  a  man  at  times, 
can  not  avoid  making  enemies,  than  any  other  position  in  our  entire 
organization.  District  Twelve,  in  my  opinion,  is  second  to  none  in 
Trade  Unionism,  and  in  the  standards  of  knowledge  and  intelligence 
in  conducting  their  affairs,  of  which  I  think  our  laws  and  contracts  are 
indisputable  proof. 

Let  me  assure  you,  and  through  you  our  membership,  at  home,  tha? 
in  so  far  .as  it  lies  within  my  power  everything  I  am  capable  of  will 
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be  done  to  upbuild  and  strengthen  out  organization  and  protect,  pro- 
mote and  advance  the  interests  of  the  toilers  in  and  around  the  mines. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


At  the  close  of  the  'reading  of  the  report  of  President  Walker  the 
chairman  stated  that  it  would  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  OflBcers' 
Reports  when  appointed. 

At  12:30  the  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  2-:  00  o'clock 
p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 


President. 
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TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  21. 


FIRST  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  2:00  o'clock  p.  m.,  Tuesday, 
February  21,  President  John  H.  Walker  in  the  chair. 

President  Walker — Delegate  Eddy  will  act  as  Sergeant-at-Arms 
and  see  that  the  doors  are  kept  closed  and  the  delegates  in  the  rear 
seated. 

Vice  President  Groce  Lawrence  read  the  following  annual  report: 

VICE  PRESIDENT  LAWRENCE'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Representatives  of  the  TwentyiSecond  Annual  Convention  of 
District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

My  Friends — Contrary  to  all  established  customs,  but  in  response 
to  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  delegates  to  the  Twenty-First  Annual 
Convention  of  District  No.  12,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  as  set 
forth  in  Section  5  of  Article  III  of  our  present  constitution,  I  herewith 
submit,  for  your  consideration,  the  first  annual  report  ever  made  by 
a  Vice  President  of  our  District  Organization. 

The  Recent  Strike. 

As  President  Walker  has  covered  in  detail  the  recent  strike  in 
Illinois,  I  do  not  care  to  impose  on  your  patience  by  a  rehash  of  the 
same,  but  I  do  want  to  express  my  hearty  congratulations  to  you,  and 
through  you  to  our  full  membership,  for  the  noble  fight  made,  and  also 
my  full  appreciation  of  the  wonderful  spirit  of  solidarity  exemplified 
by  them.  I  appreciate  that  in  many  respects  this  was  one  of  the 
greatest  labor  wars  ever  fought  on  the  industrial  field  of  this  or  any 
other  country. 

The  Illinois  Coal  Operators'  Association  had  all  the  various  manu- 
facturing associations  and  large  financial  interests  of  the  whole  country 
backing  them  in  their  fight,  sending  detectives,  spies  and  character 
assassins  to  all  of  the  principal  mining  centers  of  the  state  in  an 
effort  to  discredit  your  District  Officials  and  destroy  your  confidence  in 
them.  Failing  in  this,  they  then  appealed  to  their  ever  ready  allies — 
the  courts — and  blanket  injunctions  were  issued  against  us  without 
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making  any  investigation  or  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  the  statements 
made  by  their  bosses.  But,  despite  all  of  this  not  one  member  of  our 
organization  was  arrested  during  the  whole  strike  period  for  violation 
of  the  injunctions,  or  for  a  breach  of  the  peace  that  could  in  any  way 
be  attributed  to  the  strike  or  its  cause. 

Discouraged  and  heartsore  our  bosses  then  appealed  to  the  Presi- 
■dent  of  our  International  Organization  and  to  the  surprise  and  utter 
disgust  of  every  one  that  was  in  sympathy  with  our  cause,  the  Inter- 
national President  immediately  flew  to  their  rescue,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  your  District  Executive  Board  used  every  argument  at 
their  command  and  all  powers  of  persuasion  they  were  possessed  of 
to  win  the  sympathy  of  President  Lewis  and  the  power  and  influence 
of  our  International  Organization  to  the  cause  of  the  striking  miners 
in  Illinois,  but  all  in  vain.  When  we  went  into  this  strike  we  fully 
expected  to  have  all  of  the  powers  of  capitalism  arrayed  against  us  and 
felt  that  we  were  fully  prepared  to  cope  with  them,  but  we  had  a  right 
to  expect  and  naturally  did  expect  the  co-operation  of  our  International 
President.  I  want  to  assure  you  that  it  was  never  expected  by  any 
of  us  that  he  or  the  Board  (or  at  least  all  but  four  or  flve  members 
of  the  board),  would  put  forth  their  best  efforts  to  deliver  us  into  the 
hands  of  our  capitalist  masters  at  this  the  most  critical  moment  ever 
experienced  in  the  whole  existence  of  our  District  Organization. 

But  I  am  proud  to  say  that  when  our  membership  found  we  had 
been  betrayed  by  these  tools  of  our  employers,  they  were  awakened  to 
the  fact  that  if  the  miners  of  Illinois  were  to  gain  anything  in  the 
struggle  that  had  been  waging  for  almost  four  months,  they  would 
have  to  repudiate  the  action  of  the  International  Executive  Board  in 
their  efforts  to  deliver  us  to  the  Coal  Barons. 

This  was  when  that  self-sacrificing  class  conscious  spirit  of  solidar- 
ity consumed  the  minds  and  souls  of  almost  our  entire  membership 
and  President  Lewis'  compromise  proposition  was  repudiated  by  a  vote 
of  1,435  for  the  proposition  to  45,190  against  the  acceptance  of  the 
proposition. 

Now,  my  friends,  permit  me  to  say  that  when  the  miners  and 
other  laboring  men  of  Illinois  and  the  other  states  awaken  to  the 
fact  that  they  have  got  to  be  just  as  class  conscious  on  the  political 
field  as  they  were  on  the  industrial  field  during  the  recent  strike,  then 
and  not  until  then  will  such  industrial  wars  become  nightmares  of 
the  past. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  splendid  and  able  assistance 
rendered  us  during  our  recent  strike  by  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist. 
Its  columns  were  open  to  us  at  all  times  without  any  restrictions  as 
to  the  amount  of  space  required  to  reply  to  the  false  and  scurrilous 
statements  that  were  circulated  by  every  capitalist  daily  paper  in 
circulation  in  Illinois.    Besides  this  they  came  to  our  assistance  edi- 
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torially  with  sledge  hammer  blows  that  were  heard  and  felt  throughout 
the  coal  fields  of  America.  They  did  everything  within  their  power 
to  assist  us  in  our  trying  hcfur  of  need  and  left  no  stone  unturned 
that  they  felt  would  in  any  way  assist  us  in  our  fierce  struggle  against 
our  empliyers  and  our  own  International  Organization,  and  I  feel  that 
our  State  Organization  can  well  afford  to  reciprocate  by  buying  some 
of  the  stock  or  bonds  of  the  paper,  as  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
the  manegement  of  the  paper  feels  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  paper  should  be  enlarged  and  they  are  now  putting  forth  their 
best  efforts  to  raise  funds  enough  to  increase  it  to  an  eight  page 
paper.  If  this  is  accomplished  it  means  that  the  Daily  will  have 
greater  efficiency  in  every  department,  and  greater  efficiency  means  a 
larger  circulation  and  a  larger  circulation  means  a  greater  force  behind 
the  efforts  of  organized  labor  throughout  the  entire  country. 

Permissible  Explosives. 

In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1909  and  1910,  some  of  the  coal  operators 
of  Franklin  county  began  to  experiment  with  what  is  termed  by 
government  experts  permissible  explosives  of  several  different  brands. 

The  United  Coal  Mining  Company  at  Christopher  was  experi- 
menting with  No.  3  Carbonite,  one  brand  of  this  so-called  permissible 
explosive.  At  Sessor  the  Franklin  County  Collieries  Company  was 
making  a  test  of  Detrinite,  and  at  Rend  City  the  Rend  Coal  Company 
was  exnerimenting  with  some  other  brand. 

Board  Member  Smith  and  myself  had  this  permissible  explosive 
ctufestion  up  with  these  operators  on  several  different  occasions  prior 
to  April  1st,  1910,  but  nothing  definite  was  done  other  than  to  inform 
them  and  the  miners  in  their  employ  that  if  they  wished  to  change 
from  the  powder  then  in  use  to  this  new  explosive,  they  would  have 
to  file  a  petition  and  handle  the  proposition  in  its  entirety  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  eighth  clause  of  the  State  Agreement. 

On  several  occasions  the  miners  of  Franklin  county  spoke  to  me  | 
about  buying  and  using  these  new  explosives.  I  always  took  the  time 
and  pains  to  explain  to  them  what  their  rights  were  under  the  con- 
tract, and  advised  them  not  to  buy  any  of  it  until  the  question  had 
been  definitely  settled  and  a  price  agreed  upon,  informing  them  at 
the  same  time  of  the  serious  trouble  the  miners  of  the  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania  District,  were  having,  caused  chiefly  by  the  miners  going 
ahead  and  buying  the  explosive  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  coal  com- 
pany, instead  of  refusing  to  buy  the  same  until  the  question  had  been  • 
taken  up  by  their  District  officials  and  a  relative  price  jointly  agreed 
upon. 

When  making  our  last  contract  the  operators  brought  up  the^ 
permissible  explosive  question,  insisting  on  their  right  to  force  the  , 
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miner  to  bny  and  use  the  same,  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  was 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  life  and  property.  We,  of  course,  could 
not  agree  to  give  the  operators  the  prerogative  they  asked  for,  but  on 
the  contrary  we  insisted  on  making  a  joint  question  of  the  permissible 
explosive,  as  we  always  had  the  black  powder,  and  as  a  consequence, 
the  following  was  included  in  the  eighth,  or  Powder  Clause,  of  our 
present  agreement: 

"That  miners  shall  purchase  their  powder  from  the  operators: 
provided,  it  is  furnished  of  standard  grade  and  quality;  and,  provided, 
further,  that  other  permissible  explosives  may  be  used  when  necessary 
for  the  safety  of  life  and  property.  The  permissible  explosives  shall 
be  furnished  at  the  same  relative  cost  as  black  powder,  the  interest 
of  operator  and  miner  alike  considered." 

Immediately  after  the  settlement  was  made  last  September,  a  pe- 
tition was  filed  by  the  miners  working  at  the  No.  1  mine  of  the  United 
Coal  Mining  Company  at  Christopher,  to  have  the  Powder  Commission 
make  a  test  at  that  mine  to  determine  what  relative  cost  of  No.  Z 
Carbonite  would  be  as  compared  to  black  powder  at  $1.75  per  keg. 

As  soon  thereafter  as  arrangements  could  be  made,  or  on  Septem- 
ber 28th,  1910,  the  Joint  Powder  Commission  met  in  Christopher  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  test  at  the  No.  1  mine  of  the  United  Coal 
Mining  Company.  They  devoted  about  thirty  days  to  the  making  of 
this  test  and  in  trying  to  reach  an  agreement  as  to  the  relative  cost. 
There  seems  to  have  been  some  confusing  figures  made  in  this  test 
or  at  least  the  operators'  side  of  the  commission  would  not  agree  on 
the  proposition  and  asked  that  the  commission  again  return  to  Chris- 
topher and  make  a  more  thorough  and  rigid  test.  This  was  agreed 
to  by  our  members  of  the  commission  and  they  again  returned  to 
Christopher  and  spent  another  thirty  days,  or  more,  in  making  the 
test  and  then  came  the  arduous  task  of  again  trying  to  get  the  opera- 
tors to  agree  to  a  price  that  would  be  relative  to  that  paid  for  black 
powder,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  our  members  of  the  commission 
could  not  prevail  on  the  operators  to  agree  to  the  price  after  they 
had  found  what  the  price  should  be. 

Their  figures  in  both  of  these  tests  showed  the  relative  cost  to 
\  be  $2.45  per  25  pound  box,  also  some  local  tests  that  were  made  in 
other  mines  in  the  county  showed  the  same  results.  But  it  took  our 
members  of  the  commission  until  the  17th  of  January,  1911,  to  force 
a  disagreement  on  the  question  and  refer  it  to  the  Joint  Executive 
Boards. 

When  the  commission  went  to  Franklin  county,  they  found  that  the 
operators  were  charging  from  $3.00  to  $3.75  per  25  pound  box  for  this 
explosive  and  that  practically  all  of  the  miners  were  using  it  at  these 
prices,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  had  been  instructed  and 
advised  by  myself  and  others  not  to  use  this  new  explosive  until  it 
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had  been  settled  jointly  that  it  should  be  used  and  what  the  price 
should  be.  The  commission  agreed  before  going  into  the'  second  test 
that  the  United  Coal  Company  should  furnish  No.  3  Carbonite  to  the 
men  at  $2.80  per  25  pound  box  pending  the  making  of  the  test.  I 
regret  to  say  that  it  was  just  one  month  from  the  time  the  commission 
referred  this  case  to  the  Joint  Boards  before  we  were  able  to  arrange 
for  a  meeting  to  handle  it,  because  the  day  it  was  referred  to  the 
Joint  Boards,  was  the  day  the  International  Convention  convened, 
and  since  we  returned  home  from  Columbus  we  have  all  been  very 
busy  trying  to  catch  up  with  the  work  that  necessarily  got  behind  in 
our  absence,  but  on  last  Friday,  February  17th,  the  Joint  Boards  met 
and  considered  this  question  and  the  operators  of  Franklin  county 
evidently  are  not  wanting  a  settlement  of  this  question.  They  would 
neither  acknowledge  nor  deny  that  $2.45  was  the  relative  cost  and 
insisted  that  we  should  go  into  anotner  test  that  would  include  all 
of  the  mines  in  the  county  and  that  we  should  pay  them  $2.80  per  box 
for  No.  3  Carbonite  pending  this  test.  •  This  was  refused  by  us.  We 
then  offered  to  pay  them  $2.65  per  box  pending  the  test,  with  the 
understanding  that  if  the  test  showed  the  relative  price  to  be  less 
hati  $2.65  the  excess  would  be  refunded  to  the  miners  and  vice  versa. 
This  was  refused  by  the  operators,  so  there  was  nothing  to  do  but 
disagree  with  them,  and  the  case  having  gone  through  the  highest 
court  provided  by  our  Joint  Contract,  there  is  nothing  left  for  us  to 
do  but  force  the  issue  or  back  down  and  let  the  operators  still  con- 
tinue to  hold  us  up  for  whatever  price  they  see  fit.  But  as  our  Joint 
Contract  provides  that  if  the  operators  desire  to  use  permissible  ex- 
plosives they  shall  furnish  same  at  the  relative  cost  of  black  powder, 
I  would  recommend  that  we  force  the  issue,  and  see  that  our  member- 
ship in  this  county  be  furnished  carbonite  at  $2.45  per  box  of  25 
pounds,  until  we  are  thoroughly  satisfied  that  this  price  is  not  rela- 
tive, or  stop  them  from  using  it  altogether,  for  to  be  frank  with  you, 
I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  this  change  of  ex- 
plosives, but  on  the  other  hand,  the  operators  figure  that  if  they  can 
get  a  price  from  the  miners,  they  can  alford  to  sell  at,  they  will  use 
permissible  explosives  altogether  and  take  off  the  shot  firers.  I  am 
confident  that  the  powder  companies  are  holding  out  for  an  unreason- 
able price  as  the  operators  claim  that  they  can  not  buy  carbonite 
from  the  companies  at  the  relative  cost  price,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  now  have  a  joint  agreement  in  the  Pittsburg  District  for  the 
operators  to  furnish  this  new  explosive  to  the  miners  for  $2.50  per  25 
pound  box. 

This  question  is  worthy  of  your  most  serious  consideration  as, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  only  a  short  time  until  it  will  affect  every  mine  in 
the  state  if  the  operators  can  establish  the  rate  that  they  are  asking. 
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Conclusion. 

I  do  not  care  to  take  up  any  more  of  your  time,  other  than 
to  say  that  I  have  devoted  my  time  since  the  last  convention  in  assist- 
ing President  Walker  and  the  Board  members  in  carrying  into  effect 
your  demands  made  at  the  last  regular  and  special  conventions  held 
in  Peoria  in  February  and  May  of  last  year,  and  to  enforce  the  same 
since  the  signing  of  the  contract  on  September  9,  1910. 

I  feel  that  you  will  be  more  appreciative  of  a  short  report  from 
me  than  you  would  of  a  lengthly  one,  as  we  have  had  so  many  con- 
ventions and  joint  conferences  during  the  last  year,  and  so  many 
lengthly  reports  and  long  drawn  out  discussions  that  the  treasuries  of 
a  great  many  of  the  Local  Unions  have  been  depleted  and  that  you, 
like  myself,  feel  that  in  fairness  to  the  membership  at  home,  we  should 
immediately  get  right  down  to  the  important  work  of  the  convention 
and  rush  it  through  to  a  sine  die  adjournment  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.    I  am, 

Very  truly  and  sincerely  yours, 

GROCE  LAWRENCE, 

Vice  President. 

President  Walker — If  there  are  no  objections  Vice  President 
Lawrence's  report  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Re- 
ports when  it  is  created.    Hearing  no  objections,  it  is  so  ordered. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Duncan  McDonald  read  the  following  annual 
report: 

REPORT   OF   SECRETARY-TREASURER  MCDONALD. 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  United 
Mine  Workers  of  Illinois: 

Brothers — Another  year  has  gone  by  in  the  history  of  our  organi- 
zation, and  I  am  submitting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  beginning 
February  1,  1910,  and  ending  February  1,  1911. 

The  past  year  was  a  history  making  one  in  the  great  American 
Labor  Movement,  of  which  our  organization  is  an  important  factor. 
On  April  1,  1910,  the  future  looked  anything  but  bright,  and  the 
struggle  that  had  threatened  for  a  number  of  years  was  on — a  struggle 
that  was  absolutely  necessary,  not  only  to  secure  certain  important 
concessions  that  had  been  a  bone  of  contention  for  many  years  be- 
tween the  operators  and  miners  of  this  state — but  to  clarify  the  atmos- 
phere from  an  industrial  standpoint.  These  things  were  accomplished, 
and  while  the  total  cost  of  the  strike  was  enormous,  and  our  treasury — 
which  has  been  our  boast  and  pride  for  many  years — was  wiped  out, 
the  end  justified  the  means,  and  we  have  arrived  at  a  better  under- 
standing and  know  more  of  our  strength  and  our  weakness. 
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It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  at  length  on  the  strike  which 
lasted  for  more  than  five  months,  those  who  were  actually  engaged  in 
the  strike,  as  well  as  those  who  so  generously  contributed  ten  per  cent 
of  their  earnings,  understand  the  situation  thoroughly,  but  there  are  a 
few  matters  I  desire  to  mention  briefly. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  strike  we  had  on  hand  a  total  of  $752,- 
238.97,  with  a  paid-up  membership  of  over  66,000.  You  will  notice  that 
if  the  entire  sum  had  been  expended  for  relief  purposes  it  would  have 
amounted  to  approximately  $11.00  each,  leaving  absolutely  nothing  to 
provide  for  death  and  disability  claims  or  other  running  expenses.  The 
first  three  payments  practically  wiped  out  our  entire  treasury  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  very  generous  response  of  the  men  who  had  gotten 
started  to  work  in  portions  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  districts,  and  some 
few  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  we  would  have  been  placed  in  a  much 
more  embarrassing  position  than  we  were,  and  I  want  to  take  this  oc- 
casion to  say  that  those  who  had  started  to  work  deserve  especial 
mention  and  consideration,  for  the  generous  response  given  by  the  pay- 
ment of  ten  per  cent  of  their  earnings,  which  made  it  possible  to  con- 
tinue the  strike  to  a  successful  termination. 

Much  opposition  was  encountered  in  many  places  to  the  manner  in 
which  strike  benefits  were  paid  out,  but  in  this  instance  it  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  would  listen  to  popular  clamor  or  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  our  district  constitution,  which  provides  that  "In  general 
strikes  or  suspensions  all  locals  receiving  aid  for  those  in  want  must 
distribute  it  in  commissary  and  not  in  cash."  In  this  connection  we  en- 
deavored to  carry  out  the  constitutional  provisions  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, as  well  as  the  action  of  the  Peoria  convention. 

It  might  not  be  amiss  here  to  state  that  in  my  opinion  our  strike 
would  not  have  lasted  as  long  as  it  did,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that 
we  received  very  little  consideration  from  the  International  organiza- 
tion. In  fact,  it  was  clearly  evident  to  our  minds  that  instead  of  our 
being  assisted  and  encouraged  in  our  struggle,  the  operators  seemed 
to  be  encouraged  to  continue  the  strike. 

Our  principal  demands  were  secured,  and  the  strike,  as  a  whole, 
was  a  success.  In  no  other  like  struggle  of  such  magnitude  at  any 
time,  to  my  knowledge,  were  things  carried  on  in  such  a  peaceful, 
orderly  way.  There  was  no  loss  of  life,  or  property,  no  arrests,  or 
violence  of  any  kind — which  only  too  frequently  occur  in  industrial 
struggles  of  this  character,  although  the  pliant  tools  of  the  capitalist 
class  presiding  over  our  so-called  Courts  of  Justice  were  ready  and 
willing  to  lend  their  assistance  to  bring  about  our  defeat,  by  granting 
such  writs  of  injunction  as  the  employers  saw  fit  to  ask  for,  without 
regard  to  merit  or  justice,  or  the  need  of  both.  Writs  of  injunction 
were  issued  by  judges  of  both  State  and  Federal  Courts,  that  no  self- 
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respecting  American  citizen  would  obey,  and  no  man  who  even  claimed 
to  be  a  free  man,  would  observe.  It  is  such  acts  as  these  on  the  part  ^ 
of  the  judiciary,  that  is  making  of  our  "Temples  of  Justice"  a  hollow 
mockery  and  a  sham.  We  see  two  kinds  of  "justice"  meted  out,  one 
for  the  rich  and  the  other  for  the  poor.  This  only  goes  to  further  im- 
press upon  the  intelligent  worker  that  there  is  something  radically 
wrong  with  our  present  system,  and  many  of  them  are  willing  to  lend 
their  assistance  to  bring  about  a  much  needed  change.  In  this  connec- 
tion I  want  to  say  that  the  time  is  past  when  we  can  secure  justice, 
or  a  redress  of  our  wrongs,  by  begging  for  remedial  legislation,  or 
fawning  at  the  feet  of  judges  in  corporation  controlled  courts,  and 
unless  the  workers  awake  to  a  realization  of  the  necessity  of  demand- 
ing their  rights  in  the  proper  way,  they  can  blame  no  one  but  them- 
selves, and  there  is  little  hope  of  being  able  to  improve  their  condi- 
tion until  they  do.  We  see  judges  occupying  responsible  positions, 
and  representatives  in  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  riding 
on  transportation  furnished  free  by  railroad  companies,  using  franks 
granted  in  the  same  way  and  furnished  for  the  same  purpose,  by  Ex- 
press and  Telegraph  companies  owned  and  controlled  by  the  greatest 
money  oligarchy  known  in  history,  and  these  men  secure  our  support 
on  election  day  by  posing  as  "friends  of  labor."  Let  me  make  this 
observation — No  man  can  serve  two  masters,  and  if  he  is  receiving 
favors  of  one.  he  is  in  no  sense  entitled  to  consideration  from  the 
other. 

Another  matter  that  I  believe  worthy  of  mention  in  connection 
with  our  recent  strike  is  the  fact  that  while  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  Illinois  have  generously  supported  many  other  crafts  in  their 
struggles,  by  rendering  financial  assistance,  when  it  came  our  turn  to 
appeal  for  assistance  we  were  given  scant  consideration  except  by 
some  of  the  miners  in  other  states,  and  a  few  outside  labor  organiza- 
tions. The  entire  sum  received  from  outside  organizations  amounted 
to  only  $4,884.25,  a  sum  so  small  as  to  be  of  little  avail  for  any  practical 
purposes. 

The  State  Federation  of  Labor,  the  supposed  to  be  great  Parent 
Body  of  this  state,  true  to  its  well  established  and  time-worn  tradi- 
tions, did  practically  nothing  to  assist  us  in  our  struggle,  except  to  re- 
lieve us  from  paying  our  per  capita  tax  during  the  time  the  strike  was 
on.  This  magnanimous  act  on  the  part  of  the  Federation  should  never 
be  forgotten  by  our  members,  as  we  were  thus  relieved  from  paying 
our  monthly  tribute  of  $600.00  or  $700.00  per  month. 

Out-of-Work  Benefits. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  strike  we  were  in  debt  to  the  extent  of 
$135,100.00.    Of  this  sum  the  miners  of  Iowa  (District  13),  very  gen- 
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■eroiisly  loaned  us  $100,000.00,  Indiana  (District  11),  $25,000.00,  and  the 
Belleville  Sub-District,  a  majority  of  whose  members  had  secured  an 
agreement  and  returned  to  work,  $10,100.00,  and  we  are  under  lasting 
obligations  to  these  men  for  their  assistance.  As  soon  as  it  was  pos- 
sible at  the  conclusion  of  the  strike,  we  paid  oft'  our  outstanding  in- 
debtedness, and  as  the  mines  worked  steadily  for  a  while  we  were  able 
to  accumulate  some  little  money  in  our  treasury,  but  now  again  the 
mines  are  running  very  poorly  and  if  this  condition  continues,  as  ap- 
pears most  likely,  our  income  will  not  meet  our  expenditures  and  as  a 
result  we  will  not  be  able  to  continue  paying  strike,  out-of-work,  and 
deat  hand  disability  benefits,  without  levying  special  assessments,  and 
as  our  members  are  now  being  taxed  to  the  very  limit,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  clause  in  the  constitution  relating  to  payment  of  out-of- 
work  benefits  be  stricken  out  in  order  that  we  may  continue  paying 
the  death  and  disability  benefits. 

The  Death  and  Disability  Fund. 

Perhaps  no  provision  of  the  District  constitution  has  given  as  gen- 
eral satisfaction  as  the  provision  regarding  the  payment  of  benefits  in 
the  event  of  death  or  disability.  Nothing  can  be  so  tragic  or  fraught 
with  such  sadness  or  utter  desolation,  as  when  the  bread  winner  is 
taken  from  the  home,  without,  in  many  instances,  having  been  able  to 
lay  aside  a  sum  sufficient  to  insure  funeral  expenses,  and,  while  the 
sum  provided  is  small  indeed,  it  does  provide  for  a  fairly  respectable 
burial.  This  insurance  can  be  carried  at  cost  while  the  average  in- 
surance company  will  not  carry  it  except  at  a  rate  that  will  guarantee 
them  an  immense  profit.  But,  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  our 
present  plan.  Under  the  constitutional  provision  as  it  now  reads,  a 
member  may  come  from  a  district  where  no  such  fund  is  provided  and 
by  depositing  his  card,  without  even  working  a  day  in  the  mines,  his 
lieirs  can  claim  his  death  benefit  in  case  of  death  from  any  cause. 

I  would  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion be  changed  to  provide  that  no  member  be  entitled  to  the  death  or 
disability  benefit  until  he  has  been  a  member  of  some  local  union  in 
this  state  for  at  least  thirty  days. 

Cause  of  Death,  as  Given  in  Reports. 

I  am  herewith  submitting  a  statement  giving  the  cause  of  deaths 
•as  reported,  which  will  be  of  interest  from  a  sociological  standpoint. 
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STATEMENT. 

April  1st,  1909,  to  February  1st,  1911. 

Accidents — 

Mine  (Including  251  killed  in  Cherry  Mine  Disaster)   508 

Outside  of  Mines    10 

Railroad  and  Interurban   68 

Abscess    1 

Alcoholism    5 

Amputation  of  Limbs  (effects  of)    4 

Appendicitis    17 

Apoplexy    9 

Asthma    24 

Bright's  Disease   21 

Broken  Neck   6 

Broken  Back    1 

Blood  Poisoning,  Blood  Vessels  ruptured   15 

Bronchitis    4 

Cancer    25 

Chills,  congestive    2 

Complication  of  diseases    13 

Concussion  of  brain   16 

Convulsions    2 

Consumption    130 

Debility    2 

Diabetes   22 

Dropsy   15 

Drowning    23 

Dysentery   14 

Epilepsy   2 

Erysipelas    1 

Fights  (Shot  36)    38 

Fractured  Skull    1 

Frozen      1 

Gangrene    3 

Heart  Trouble    76 

Hemorrhage    2 

Insanity   2 

La  Grippe    1 

Laryngitis   1 

Liver  Trouble    IT 

Lockjaw   2 

Locomotor  Ataxia   1 

Malaria    2 

Murdered    14 

Natural  Deaths  (causes  not  given)   18 
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Operations    . . . 

Paralysis   

Peritonitis   . . . 

Pleurisy   

Pneumonia  . . . 
Scarlet  Fever 

Senility   

Spinal  Trouble 


Stomach  Trouble    20 

Strangulation    ^ 

Small  Pox    1 

Suicide    25 

Sur.  Stroke    3 

Rheumatism    4 

Tonsilitis    1 

Tumor    1 

Typhoid  Fever    60 

Cause  of  death  unknown   10 


Total  Deaths   1,364 


The  Cherry  Accident. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago  over  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  employed  at  Cherry,  111.,  had  their  lives  snuffed 
out  in  the  worst  accident  of  its  kind  ever  recorded  in  the  history  of 
mining.  The  widows  and  orphans  have  been  fairly  well  provided  for^ 
so  far  as  living  necessities  are  concerned,  and  the  Cherry  Relief  Com- 
mittee still  have  a  sufficient  fund  on  hand  to  care  for  their  material 
comforts  for  some  time  to  come.  Some  of  the  bodies  recovered  were 
never  identified  and  are  lying  in  unmarked  graves  among  the  silent 
heroes  whose  lives  have  been  sacrificed  in  the  great  battle  of  present 
day  industry,  and  unless  something  is  done,  in  a  few  years  they  will  be 
almost  forgotten,  until  our  memory  is  freshened  by  the  report  of  some 
other  appalling  disaster.  The  little  band  of  men  who  escaped  with  their 
lives  have  begun  an  agitation  for  a  monument  to  mark  the  spot  where 
their  comrades  were  laid,  and  while  under  ordinary  circumstances  I 
do  not  favor  large  expenditures  of  money  for  the  dead,  believing  it 
might  better  be  used  in  caring  for  the  living,  yet,  this  is  an  extraordi- 
nary case  and  I  think  something  should  be  done  in  this  connection  and 
would  therefore  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  (or  as  much  as 
this  convention  see  fit),  be  appropriated  out  of  our  state  treasury  to- 
build  a  suitable  monument  to  the  members  of  our  organization  who- 
were  killed  in  the  Cherry  Mine  disaster,  November  13,  1909. 
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Employers'  Liability  Act. 

I  further  recommend  that  this  convention  take  some  decisive  ac- 
tion toward  securing  the  passage  of  an  Act  in  the  General  Assembly, 
at  this  session,  providing  for  an  Employers'  Liability  Act  that  will  be 
of  some  material  benefit  to  our  members. 

Traveling  Auditor. 

Another  matter  that  I  want  to  call  to  the  attention  of  this  conven- 
tion is  the  fact  that  there  is  a  general  laxity  of  method  in  the  manner 
in  which  many  of  our  local  secretaries  keep  their  books,  and  some 
locals  persistently  fail  to  report  on  their  entire  membership.  The  lax 
method  of  keeping  the  books  of  the  locals  is  not  due  so  much  to  the 
carelessness  or  indifference  of  the  local  secretaries  as  to  the  fact  that 
many  of  them,  never  having  been  able  to  get  even  a  crude  education, 
do  not  know  how  to  keep  their  books  methodically.  Those  secretaries, 
who  do  not  report  on  the  entire  membership  do  so  in  direct  violation 
of  the  district  constitution.  In  order  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
keeping  the  books  of  the  locals,  and  to  determine  if  the  locals  are 
paying  on  their  entire  membership,  and  to  comply  with  the  many  re- 
quests that  someone  be  sent  to  audit  the  books  of  local  unions,  I 
recommend  that  a  traveling  auditor  be  selected  and  appointed  to  do 
this  work. 

Union  Made  Goods. 

Year  after  year  the  same  question  of  urging  our  members  to  pur- 
chase only  such  goods  as  bear  the  union  label  comes  up,  and  some 
effective  step  should  be  taken  by  this  convention  to  require  our  mem- 
bers to  do  this. 

A  member  of  a  labor  organization  who  deliberately  purchases  non- 
union goods  is  infinitely  worse  than  an  employer  who  attempts  to 
operate  non-union  mines,  as  the  employer  is  looking  out  for  his  ma- 
terial interests  while  the  employee  is  working  not  only  against  his 
own  material  interests  but  against  the  material  interests  of  every 
worker. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in  the  con- 
stitution providing  a  severe  penalty  for  any  member  who  deliberately 
purchases  non-union  goods  without  first  making  an  honest  effort  to 
procure  goods  bearing  the  union  label. 

The  Merchants,  and  Our  Late  Strike. 

During  our  recent  strike  many  merchants  throughout  the  mining 
region  assisted  our  members  very  materially  by  extending  them  credit 
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to  the  extent  of  thousands  of  dollars.  Many  of  these  merchants  having 
limited  capital,  were  seriously  handicapped  as  a  result,  and  many  of 
them  were  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  at  the  conclusion  of  the  strike. 
While  I  realize  that  the  majority  of  our  members  are  making  an  hon- 
est effort  to  pay  their  bills,  there  are  some  who  have  deliberately  left 
the  place  where  they  were  during  the  strike  and  have  made  no  effort  to 
reimburse  the  merchant  who  assisted  them.  Our  arganization  should 
speak  out  in  no  uncertain  terms  on  this  matter,  and  put  their  stamp  of 
disapproval  on  such  acts,  and  any  man  who  wilfully  and  intentionally 
practices  deception  in  this  manner,  should  be  put  out  of  the  organiza- 
tion and  kept  out. 

Commissions  on  Money  Advanced. 

Despite  the  provisions  of  the  joint  agreement  and  our  constitution, 
some  of  our  members  persist  in  accepting  "stickers"  at  a  discount  of 
ten  per  cent,  and  some  superintendents,  or  other  representatives  of  cer- 
tain companies,  are  making  a  practice  of  continuing  this  system.  I 
nave  in  my  possession  one  of  these  stickers,  which  I  am  holding  as 
evidence  in  one  case. 

Those  of  our  members  who  have  adopted  this  system  of  being  paid 
are  thereby  paying  a  rate  of  interest  that  amounts  to  240  per  cent, 
per  annum.  Every  member  who  adopts  this  practice  is  working  for 
ten  per  cent  less  than  the  scale. 

There  is  but  one  way  that  I  know  of  to  stop  this,  and  I  would  rec- 
ommend that  our  district  organization  take  up  cases  of  this  character 
and  enter  suit  in  every  case  to  recover  the  commission  charged  by  these 
money  sharks,  until  we  effectively  put  a  stop  to  this  nefarious  practice. 

Expiration  of  Our  Present  Contract. 

It  will  not  be  long  until  we  are  required  to  prepare  for  another  con- 
test- as  our  contracts  expire  on  the  31st  of  March  next  year.  In  fact, 
it  seems  we  are  scarcely  through  making  a  contract  until  we  have  to 
begin  again,  and  it  might  be  well  to  give  consideration  to  the  advisabil- 
ity of  making  contracts  for  a  longer  period,  but  it  would  not  be  well  to 
arrive  at  that  stage  in  our  affairs  with  an  empty  treasury — we  should 
have  at  least  as  much  in  our  fund  as  we  had  at  the  beginning  of  our 
las+  struggle. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion  T  want  to  say  that  I  have  held  different  opinions  on 
some  matters  than  some  of  my  official  associates,  and  many  of  our 
members;  I  have  disagreed  with  some  of  our  members  over  the  expen- 
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ditnre  of  certain  sums  of  money,  and  the  payment  of  certain  bills;  I 
believe  I  was  right  and  am  still  of  that  opinion,  and  so  long  as  I  re- 
tain this  position  I  am  going  to  reserve  the  right  to  pass  judgment  on 
matters  of  this  character,  regardless  of  some  people's  opinion. 

My  relations  with  'he  office  force,  my  official  colleagues,  and  the 
membership  generally,  have  been  very  friendly  and  I  want  to  take  this 
occasion  to  thank  them  all  for  their  natural  co-operation  and  support. 


without  which  one  holding  an  official  position  cannot  hope  to  be  suc- 
cessful. 

Following  is  a  financial  statement  showing  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  fiscal  year  ending  January  31,  1911: 

RECEIPTS. 

Per  Capita  Tax    $  52,176  87 

Assessment   929,377  12 

Supplies    2,471  22 

Donations   82,362  50 

Loans    135,100  00 

Miscellaneous    69,643  IS 


Total   $1,271,130  8^ 

Balance  cash  on  hand  February  1,  1910   718,280  51 


Total   $1,989,411  40' 

EXPENDITURES. 

Officers'  Salary   $    19,777  64 

Officers'  Expenses   17,620  89 

Field  Work,  Salary  (Including  Salary  paid 
Delegates    to    Annual   and    Special  Con- 
ventions)   27,915  50 

Field  Work,  Expenses  (Including  Expenses 
paid  Delegates  to  Annual  and  Special  Con- 
ventions)   16,771  62 

Office  Expenses    1,418  77 

Printing  and  Supplies    8,946  61 

Postage  and  Express   . . .  ]   864  51 

Telephone  and  Telegraph    734  72 

Relief  and  Aid    1,402,248  20 

Miscellaneous    18,092  87 

Return  of  Loans    135,100  00 


Total   $1,649,491  3? 


Balance  cash  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $339,920  07 
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Balance  cash  on  hand  is  distributed  as  follows: 


City  of  Danville  Bonds    $12,000  00 

City  of  Watseka  Bonds    9,200  00 

District  No.  26,  Menard  County  Bonds    5,000  00 

State  National  Bank,  Certificates  of  Deposit  (In  name  of 

Executive  Board)    50,000  00 

Ridgely  National  Bank,  Certificates  of  Deposit  (In  name  of 

Executive  Board)    15,000  00 

Sangamon  Loan  &  Trust  Co.,  Certificates  of  Deposit  (In 

name  of  Executive  Board)    50,000  t)0 

Farmers'  National  Bank,  Certificates  of  Deposit  (In  name 

of  Executive  Board)    50,000  00 

Illinois  National  Bank,  Certificates  of  Deposit  (In  name  of 

Executive  Board)    50,000  00 

Springfield  Marine  BanK,  Certificates  of  Depgsit  (In  name 

of  Executive  Board    50,000  00 

Springfield  Marine  Bank,  Passive  Account  (In 

name  of  Executive  Board   $    458  32 

Springfield    Marine    Bank,   Active  Account 

(name  of  Duncan  McDonald    56,672  14      57,130  46 

Cash  on  hand    83  14 


Total    $348,413  60 

Checks  issued  prior  to  February  1,  1911,  and  not  returned 
for  collection   8,493  53 


Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1911    $339,920  07 

Amount  in  DEFENSE  FUND  February  1,  1910   499,762  94 

Received  Feb.  1,  1910,  to  Feb.  1,  1911— 

Assessment    $929,377  12 

Donations    82,362  50 

Loans    135,100  00 


$1,146,839  62 

Total  $1,646,602  56 

Paid  Out- 
Strike  Benefits   $1,288,606  40 

Aid    4,741  80 

Disability  Benefits    6,900  00 

Total  Disability  Benefits   2,400  00 

Death  Benefits    99,600  00 


Total   $1,402,248  20 
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On  hand  in  Defense  Fund  Feb.  1,  1911   $244,354  36 

On  hand  in  General  Fund  Feb.  1,  1911   95,565  71 


Total  amount  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $339,920  07 

Wishing  our  members  everywhere  success,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Yours  very  truly, 

DUNCAN  Mcdonald, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT. 
CHERRY  RELIEF  FUND. 

DONATIONS  RECEIVED. 


Sub-District  2,  District  12   $1,000  00 

L.  U. 

V     4    Carbon  Hill,  111   1  00 

58    Kewanee,   111   67  00 

99,  304,  859,  2708,  Belleville    62  25 

125    Mt.  Olive    100  00 

247    Minonk    153  00 

291    Toluca    87  00 

310    Hillsboro    121  55 

362    Coal  Valley    6  00 

368    Cuba,  1802,  Maryville,  proceeds  from  ball  game   252  50 

511,   1821,  1202,  Tilden    55  79 

668    Worden    14  25 

714    Braceville,  111   10  00 

721    Pana   54  82 

748    Torino    120  00 

800    Streator    653  00 

843    Muddy    150  00 

859    Belleville    67  00 

1108Taft    357  00 

186^j    Eldorado    86  00 

1193    Brereton    125  00 

2515    Harrisburg    207  50 

685    Collinsville   1,000  00 

753    Bloomington   "   8  00 

719    Catlin,  Ind   5  00 

2334    Michel,  B.  C   100  00 
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OUTSIDE  ORGANIZATIONS. 

306    Typographical  Union,  Alton,  111   $    3  00 

16    Typographical  Union,  Chicago,  111   10  00 

Cigar  Makers'  Union,  Bloomington,  111   7  50 

81    International  Association  Machinists,  Rock  Island,  111..  25  00 
Amalgamated  Association  Street  Railway  Employes. 

Division  125,  East  St.  Louis,  111   115  00 

Industrial  Consumers  Association   5  30 

National  Bank,  Rock  Springs,  Wyo   16  45 

Fogarty  Moving  Picture  Show,  and  citizens  of  Collins- 

ville,  111   450  00 

Business  Men's  Association  , South  Wilmington,  111...  10  00 

.     Alfred  Skinner,  Torino,  111   10  00 

David  Skinner,  Torino,  111  •   5  00 

W.  J.  Dillan,  Bloomington,  111   1  00 

W.  Ruben,  South  Bend,  Ind   5  00 


Total    $5,527  41 

EXPENDITURES. 

1909. 

Nov.  29    Local  Relief  Fund,  Cherry   $  200  00 

Expense  telegraphing  same    2  50 

Dec.  30    Widows  of  rescuers,  not  members  of  organization, 
who  lost  their  lives  in  rescue  work  at  Cherry 

mine,  F.  Denella,  John  Flood,  I.  Lewis   450  OO 

Feb.    7    Relief,  Local  Cherry  Relief  Fund   2,000  00 

Mch.  7    Relief,  Local  Cherry  Relief  Fund    2,500  00 

Apr.  23    Relief,  Local  Cherry  Relief  Fund   2,000  00 

May    6    Relief,  Local  Cherry  Relief  Fund   3,000  00 

June  3    Refund  L,  U.  753,  Bloomington,  111.,  sent  in  error.  . .  4  00 


Total   $10,156  50 

Returned  by  Duncan  McDonald,  balance  unex- 
pended of  $200.00  sent  to  local  Cherry  Relief 
Fund,  November  29,  1909   178  50 


$9,978  00 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Amount  on  hand  February  1,  1910,  per  itemized  statement 
to  Twenty  first  Annual  Convention,  District  12,  and  ap- 
pearing in  report  of  proceedings  of  that  Convention  

Received  from  February  1,  1910,  to  July  31,  1910  


$41,917  13 
5,527  41 


Expended,  per  above  statement 


$47,444  54 
9,978  00 


Amount  on  hand  July  26,  1910 


$37,466  54 


Transferred  to  The  Northern  Trust  Company,  Chicago,  111., 
(the  company  selected  by  the  Cherry  Relief  Commission 
to  take  charge  of  the  consolidated  funds  donated  to  the 
widows,  orphans  and  other  dependents  of  the  men  who 
lost  their  lives  in  the  Cherry  Mine  Disaster,  November 
13,  1909)  per  action  of  the-  Twenty-first  Annual  Conven- 
tion, District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  July  26,  1910  $37,466  54 


President  Walker  stated  that  the  aeport  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
would  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  when  ap- 
pointed. 

President  Walker — Under  the  terms  of  our  present  constitution 
the  seven  board  members  are  required  to  submit  reports  to  the  con- 
vention.   I  understand  they  have  their  reports  ready. 

Delegate  Shaw  (J.) — I  move  that  we  suspend  the  reading  of  the 
reports  of  the  board  members,  and  that  the  reports  be  printed  and 
copies  distributed  to  the  delegates.  (Seconded.) 

President  Walker — It  will  take  considerable  time  to  read  the 
reports  of  the  board  members.  The  constitution  does  not  provide  that 
they  must  read  them  to  the  convention.  The  motion  is  in  order.  The 
reports  will  be  printed  anyhow  and  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Shaw  was  carried. 


5^  vS'^^'-^-^ 


Secretary-Treasurer. 
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Reports  of  District  Executive  Board  Members. 


REPORT  OF  ROBERT  OSBORNE 
Board  Member  Inspection  District  No.  1,  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 


To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convention,  District 
No.  12,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

Brothers — By  action  taken  at  the  last  annual  convention,  I  here- 
with submit  a  brief  report  of  my  work  for  the  past  year: 

April  2nd,  1910,  I  attended  a  conference  in  Peru,  and  signed  up 
the  scale  for  the  Black  Hollow  mine. 

April  4th,  attended  a  board  meeting  at  Springfield. 

April  11th,  went  to  Chicago  to  attend  a  joint  conference  which 
adjourned  on  the  22nd,  on  account  of  some  dissatisfaction  in  the  first 
sub-district.  President  Walker,  International  Board  Member  Farring- 
ton  and  myself  attended  a  meeting  held  by  the  first  sub-district,  and 
an  understanding  was  reached  agreeable  to  all  parties. 

Went  to  Chicago  again  on  the  27th  of  the  month,  and  this  con- 
ference lasted  until  the  6th  of  May,  when  we  adjourned  to  meet  in 
joint  convention  in  Peoria,  which  convention  lasted  until  May  21st, 
when  we  disagreed. 

Attended  a  board  meeting  at  Springfield  May  23rd  and  May  30th. 

June  4,  made  a  local  agreement  for  Marseilles. 

I  also  visited  different  parts  of  my  district  regarding  the  commis- 
sary. It  was  hard  to  make  our  members  understand  it  at  that  time 
and  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  all  over  the 
district  until  the  famous  compromise  came  out.  It  was  then  that  our 
members  began  to  realize  what  we  were  up  against,  and  it  was  the 
first  thing  that  brought  the  membership  closer  together. 

June  8th,  I  attended  a  board  meeting. 

June  27th,  1  attended  another  board  meeting  at  Springfield. 

On  July  5th  I  attended  a  joint  conference  called  by  International 
President  Lewis,  in  Chicago,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  reach  a  settle- 
ment, but  which  adjourned  without  any  results,  but  were  condemned 
by  International  President  Lewis  for  calling  out  the  engineers,  firemen 
and  pumpmen  out. 

On  July  14th  I  received  a  telegram  to  appear  before  the  Inter- 
national Executive  Board  on  July  15th.  On  arriving  there  I  found 
the  coal  operators  were  also  there.  Both  sides  appeared  before  the 
board  and  presented  their  side  of  the  controversy,  and  before  the 
Internationai  Board  acted  upon  it  President  Walker  asked  for  a  hear- 
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ing  but  was  refused,  until  the  board  had  decided  on  a  committee  of 
five  International  Board  members  to  meet  the  operators.  It  was  then 
that  the  compromise  was  agreed  to  and  sent  to  the  miners  for  a  refer- 
endum vote,  but  the  vote  was  not  counted  until  the  special  convention 
ordered  it  to  be  done. 

I  visited  every  local  that  I  could  and  advised  them  not  to  accept 
the  compromise. 

I  then  attended  a  board  meeting  in  Springfield,  on  July  25. 

I  then  attended  the  special  convention  in  Indianapolis,  which  was 
held  from  August  10th  to  August  20th. 

August  26,  I  attended  another  board  meeting  at  Springfield. 

September  2,  attended  a  joint  conference  with  operators  in  Chi- 
cago, at  their  request,  to  try  to  reach  a  settlement,  but  adjourned 
and  again  went  into  session  on  September  8,  when  we  reached  a  final 
settlement.  I  then  visited  the  locals  and  explained  the  contract  to 
them. 

September  19,  I  attended  a  board  meeting  in  Springfield. 

I  had  quite  a  number  of  disputes  at  the  different  mines  after  the 
settlement,  but  finally  got  them  settled  satisfactorily  to  all  parties. 

October  4,  I  attended  a  board  meeting  at  Springfield. 

October  25,  attended  a  joint  meeting  in  Chicago.  At  that  time 
I  had  a  case  before  the  jomt  boards  regarding  the  household  coal  in 
the  First  and  Second  Districts.  The  sub-district  agreement  provides 
for  $1.75  per  ton  being  paid  for  house  coal,  and  the  state  contract 
re-enacted  the  sub  district  agreement  but  when  the  men  received  their 
first  coal,  they  were  charged  $1.90  per  ton,  without  any  of  the  miners' 
representatives  having  had  any  say  whatever.  It  took  some  time  to 
get  this  matter  adjusted,  but  it  was  finally  settled  after  a  strike  order 
had  been  issued,  to  take  effect  on  February  2,  1911,  by  the  men  getting 
their  coal  for  $1.76  per  ton  and  also  the  fourteen  cents  (14c)  per  ton: 
back  which  they  had  been  overcharged. 

November  10  I  attended  a  joint  board  meeting  in  Chicago. 

November  16,  attended  a  board  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 

I  have  not  listed  the  cases  that  I  have  taken  up,  as  I  feel  that  it 
would  take  up  too  much  time  of  the  convention  if  every  board  mem- 
ber was  to  make  a  report  of, all  his  cases. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say  to  you,  and  to  the  members  at 
home,  that  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  splendid  support  and  assist- 
ance rendered  me  during  the  time  I  have  been  in  office. 

To  my  official  colleagues,  and  to  the  office  force,  I  want  to  extend 
my  thanks  for  the  many  courtesies  shown  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  OSBORNE. 
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REPORT  OF  JAMES  LORD 
Board  Member  Inspection  District  No.  3,  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 


To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  District 
Twelve,  U.  M.  W.  A.: 

Pursuant  to  the  action  of  our  last  annual  convention  I  herewith 
submit  to  you  my  first  annual  report  as  executive  board  member: 

The  year  just  past  has  been  a  trying  and  eventful  one  even  for  the 
veterans  in  the  Illinois  movements  and  while  the  situation  was  very 
undesirable  at  times  I  have  met  with  experiences  that  have  been  worth 
a  whole  lot  to  me  and  am  glad  to  have  encountered  them,  as  a  man 
can  better  appreciate  the  pleasant  and  unpleasant  phases  of  official 
service  by  actual  experience. 

I  was  a  member  of  the  scale  committee  representing  the  8th  sub- 
district  when  I  was  appointed  on  the  state  board  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1910,  to  fill  out  the  term  of  retiring  board  member  Samuel  Edwards. 

The  scale  committee  adjourned  on  the  11th  day  of  March  on  ac- 
count of  the  call  for  the  Cincinnati  Convention  being  out.  I  went  to 
Cincinnati  on  the  14th  of  March  as  the  representative  of  my  own  local 
union. 

As  the  events  transpiring  at  that  convention  are  fairly  well  known 
to  most  of  you  I  feel  that  it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  take  up  the 
time  of  this  convention  in  a  recital  of  them.  I  simply  want  to  say  that 
what  was  afterwards  done  in  Illinois  was  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  policy  outlined  and  agreed  on  by  that  convention.  The  policy  of 
the  Cincinnati  Convention  simply  meant  that  an  advance  of  three 
cents  run  of  mine,  and  five  cents  screened  coal,  with  an  advance  of 
five  and  fifty-five  hundredths  per  cent  on  narrow  work,  yardage,  and 
dead  work,  be  the  basis  of  settlement  and  that  all  internal  differences 
be  taken  up  for  adjustment  in  the  districts  affected. 

We  in  Illinois  were  of  the  opinion  that  we  had  some  internal  dif- 
ferences and  we  have  gone  a  long  way  toward  cleaning  them  up  in  the 
adoption  and  operation  of  the  present  contract,  and  there  is  no  record 
in  the  annals  of  mining  where  a  fight  was  waged  under  such  a  succes- 
sion of  handicaps  or  where  more  opposition  was  brought  to  bear. 
When  we  were  being  crowded  to  the  limit  by  the  mine  owners  and 
detective  agencies  and  the  sprinkling  of  traitors  and  knockers  in  our 
own  ranks,  we  were  compelled  to  battle  our  international  organization. 
The  outcome  of  that  battle  resulted  in  a  lot  of  mine  owners  being 
sader  and  wiser  men,  in  the  detectives  failing  miserably  in  their  work, 
in  our  "International  Incumbent"  losing  a  considerable  number  of 
feathers,  and  incidentally  with  the  forming  of  a  better  acquaintance 
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between  some  of  the  leading  lights  of  our  International  Organization 
and  the  "Men  from  the  Picks." 

As  it  would  be  practically  impossible  for  the  members  of  the 
board  to  report  to  the  convention  on  every  case  they  have  handled  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  I  will  make  a  brief  report  on  the  most  important 
ones. 

On  April  the  3d,  1  went  to  Springfield  to  attend  a  meeting  of  tne 
Executive  Board,  and  on  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  I  went  to 
Astoria  in  company  with  the  Sub-District  President  Essex,  to  see  if  it 
would  be  possible  to  stop  the  mine  there.  On  my  arrival  in  Astoria, 
I  found  that  it  was  impossible  to  organize  the  non-union  men,  and  as 
the  field  is  worked  out  and  they  were  drawing  the  last  few  pillars  in 
the  last  mine,  we  left  them  alone  with  their  misery.  The  supplies  of 
the  local  have  been  taken  in  and  a  list  of  the  men  kept  who  were  at 
work  there. 

In  the  time  intervening  betwenn  the  calling  of  the  strike  and  the 
middle  of  April,  we  signed  up  several  of  the  small  mines  in  my  terri- 
tory, and  two  shipping  mines  in  Peoria  county. 

On  April  the  11th,  the  joint  scale  committee  again  met  in  Chicago. 
On  the  6th  of  May,  after  several  meetings,  the  joint  scale  committee 
disagreed.  On  May  9th,  the  convention  reassembled  in  Peoria,  and  a 
disagreement  was  reached  between  the  Illinois  operators  and  miners?. 
On  the  day  before  the  adjournment  of  the  convention,  realizing  that 
we  were  up  against  the  hard  and  bitter  fight,  it  was  decided  to  send 
out  two  committees  who  had  been  selected  by  the  convention  to  bring 
in  a  policy  that  the  strike  would  be  conducted  on.  Each  of  these  com- 
mittees was  composed  of  seven  members,  one  was  known  as  the  Policy 
Committee,  and  the  other  committee  was  to  revise  the  scale  or  de- 
mands. Each  of  these  committees  met  that  night,  and  reported  to  the 
convention  in  the  morning.  The  reports  were  adopted  and  the  con- 
vention adjourned.  This  was  on  Saturday,  May  21st.  The  report  of 
the  Policy  Committee  was  in  strict  conformity  with  the  constitution 
that  had  been  adopted  at  the  regular  annual  convention,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  section  of  the  constitution  that  had  been  in  vogue  for 
years  regarding  the  payment  of  commissary  in  general  strikes  or 
suspensions,  and  was  practically  the  only  report  they  could  make  under 
the  circumstances.  The  enforcement  of  this  rule,  however,  caused  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  unpleasantness  for  the  state,  sub-district  and 
local  officers,  and  when  the  officers  in  each  locality  were  trying  to  do 
their  best  under  the  circumstances,  they  had  an  excellent  chance  to 
see  who  were  real  bonifide  one  hundred  per  cent,  union  men,  and  who 
were  not,  and  I  might  remark  that  there  were  plenty  of  men  in 
Illinois,  men  who  are  probably  the  quickest  to  say,  "I  am  just  as  good 
a  union  man  as  you,"  who  ranged  all  the  way  from  about  seventy-five 
per  cent  to  about  thirteen  per  cent.    With  the  other  troubles  we  had. 
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incidental  to  the  strike,  we  had  an  exceedingly  interesting  time.  If 
some  of  these  men  had  been  hired  by  the  operators  association  or  the 
Citizens  Alliance  to  do  this  work,  they  could  not  have  done  it  any 
better. 

There  was  another  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  the  Tuesday 
following  the  adjournment  of  the  Peoria  Convention.  After  the  meet- 
ing, T  went  to  the  Eighth  sub-district  office  at  Canton,  where  with  the 
sub-district  officers,  we  prepared  the  sub-district  demands  for  the 
printer.  In  the  meantime  we  experienced  some  warm  times  with  the 
'^Commissary  Patriots." 

Another  board  meeting  was  held  on  May  30th.  The  next  board 
meeting  was  held  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  June.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
meeting  I  was  ordered  by  President  Walker  to  attend  a  mass  meeting 
that  was  to  be  held  at  Camp  Lincoln,  the  following  Sunday,  and  it  hap- 
pened that  several  of  the  state  officers  were  able  to  attend  this  meeting, 
and  also  International  Vice  President  Hayes.  This  meeting  proved  to 
be  the  Waterloo  of  the  disciples  of  Frank  Neal  and  Thomas  Matley, 
and  the  efforts  of  these  notorious  gentlemen  and  their  colored  comrade 
came  to  an  ignoble  finish  at  this  meeting.  At  a  meeting  prior  to  this 
one  held,  I  believe  at  the  Fair  grounds,  this  Tom  Motley  acted  as 
chairman.  Prior  to  the  mass  meeting  being  called  Motley  came  up  to 
a  board  meeting  which  was  then  in  session.  He  asked  a  good  many 
questions  and  had  them  answered  courteously,  regarding  the  payment 
of  commissary,  and  finally  admitted  that  the  Executive  Board  was 
perfectly  right,  that  he  could  understand  the  situation  all  right,  but  the 
fellows  back  home  did  not  understand  and  there  was  the  trouble.  Not 
three  hours  afterwards,  he  was  acting  as  chairman  of  the  Rum  Dum 
meeting  at  which  men  who  have  always  been  on  the  firing  line  on  the 
industrial  field,  were  refused  the  rights  of  free  speech  by  these  "Coyote 
Revolutionists." 

Then  these  "Reconstructors  of  Society"  paraded  around  over  the 
state  stiring  up  all  the  hell  that  the  Pinkertons  and  thugs  had  over- 
looked. At  the  Camp  Lincoln  meeting  there  was  an  immense  crowd, 
men  from  the  neighboring  mining  towns  were  beginning  to  see  that 
the  work  being  carried  on  by  these  fellows  was  simply  an  insult  to 
common  decency,  and  must  be  stopped.  After  Walker  and  Hayes  had 
carefully  gone  over  the  situation,  explaining  every  detail  the  crowd 
unanimously  endorsed  their  action  by  a  vote,  and  the  labors  of  the 
"coffee  and  doughnut  brigade"  came  to  an  end. 

We  had  several  small  eruptions  of  this  character  over  the  state, 
but  this  was  the  principal  one,  and  I  make  special  mention  of  it  be- 
cause things  ran  a  great  deal  smoother  after  that. 

With  the  signing  up  of  the  Bunson  Coal  Mining  Company  in  the 
Danville  field,  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Districts,  and  a  great  many  indi- 
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vidua!  companies  both  in  and  out  of  the  association,  coupled  with  the 
fact  that  the  men  on  strike  were  settled  down  to  a  finish  fight  with  no 
friction  anywhere,  things  began  to  look  exceedingly  bright  for  an  early 
surrender  of  the  mine  owners.  It  came  as  a  shock,  therefore,  to  the 
Illinois  Executive  Board,  when  they  each  received  a  communication 
from  International  President  Lewis,  the  latter  part  of  June,  suggesting 
that  a  meeting  of  the  operators  and  the  Executive  Board  be  called, 
with  a  view  of  getting  the  strike  ended  in  some  way.  President  Lewis 
was  immediately  notified  that  it  would  be  a  most  unwise  thing  to  do, 
espjecially  at  that  time,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  fight  was  prac- 
ticlally  over,  and  we  had  already  signed  up  about  one-third  of  the 
state.  It  was  also  pointed  out  to  him  that  if  a  meeting  was  called  it 
should  be  called  by  the  operators  and  not  the  miners,  as  for  us  to  call 
the  meeting  would  be  an  exhibition  of  weakness,  and  the  only  result 
of  such  a  meeting  would  be  to  prolong  the  strike  possibly  thirty  days 
longer. 

Lewis  immediately  called  the  meeting  to  take  place  in  Chicago 
on  the  5th  of  July.  Soon  after  the  meeting  was  assembled.  President 
Walker  took  the  floor  and  pointed  out  that  the  policy  under  which  the 
strike  was  being  conducted  had  been  formulated  by  a  delegate  con- 
vention, and  the  strike  could  only  be  settled  under  the  terms  laid 
down  by  that  convention.  Lewis  then  without  any  warning,  and  in 
tho  presence  of  the  operators  condemned  the  action  of  the  district 
officials  for  what  he  termed  as  setting  aside  and  violating  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  upon  which  this  organization  was  founded, 
when  we  stood  for  anything  that  meant  the  destruction  of  property. 
By  this  he  meant  the  calling  out  of  the  engineers  and  pumpmen.  It 
was  pointed  out  to  him  that  this  was  not  resorted  to  until  it  became 
absolutely  necessary,  and  as  it  was  a  fight  to  a  finish,  and  the  oper- 
ators were  resorting  to  every  available  method  to  destroy  us  we  did 
what  was  natural  and  sensible  under  the  circumstances. 

This  meeting  resulted  in  nothing  but  prolonging  the  fight,  and 
getting  the  operators  back  into  line  who  were  getting  ready  to  sur- 
render. 

On  July  14th  the  entire  board  went  to  Indianapolis  to  attend  an- 
other meeting  called  by  the  International  officers,  of  the  Illinois  oper- 
ators, the  Illinois  Executive  Board  and  the  International  Board. 
After  two  sessions  had  been  held  a  committee  of  five  from  the  Inter- 
national Board  was  selected  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  oper- 
ators and  President  Walker  and  myself  remained  in  Indianapolis  until 
July  23rd.  1  might  say  that  while  Illinois  had  two  representatives  on 
the  International  Board,  neither  of  them  were  selected  to  act  on  this 
committee,  nor  was  any  man  from  the  central  competitive  field  se- 
lected to  serve  on  this  committee.  The  result  of  their  labor  is  now 
well  known  to  you. 
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When  that  compromise  was  sent  out  I  went  to  Farmington,  and, 
as  I  had  expected,  found  International  Business  manager  Pascoe  busily 
at  work  stirring  up  sentiment  against  the  Illinois  officials  and  advo- 
catng  the  adoption  of  the  compromise,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
some  of  the  men  there  had  swallowed  bait,  sinker  and  all. 

Excitement  was  running  rather  high,  and  I  suggested  that  the 
three  locals  meet  that  day,  and  Pascoe  and  I  would  discuss  the  propo- 
sition and  they  could  vote  more  intelligently  afterwards.  These  meet- 
ings were  arranged  and  every  detail  of  the  Peoria  demands  and  the 
Lewis  compromise  was  thoroughly  discussed,  and  the  result  of  the 
vote  showed  that  the  miners  there  thoroughly  understood  what  the 
compromise  meant. 

When  the  referendum  was  sent  in,  Barney  Murphy  and  myself 
were  selected  to  go  to  Indianapolis  to  watch  the  count.  On  President 
Lewis'  arrival  from  the  Kansas  City  conference  he  informed  us  that 
he  would  not  permit  the  vote  to  be  counted.  We  returned  to  the 
district  office  and  reported. 

On  August  10th  I  went  to  the  special  convention  in  Indianapolis, 
and  as  the  result  of  that  convention  are  known  to  all  of  you,  I  will 
simply  say  that  it  was  one  of  the  pleasures  of  my  life  to  watch  the 
counting  of  that  compromise  referendum  after  the  convention  ad- 
journed, and  I  believe  Murphy  enjoyed  it  as  much  as  I  did. 

On  September  7th,  I  went  to  Chicago  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Board  and  the  operators.  After  a  considerable  amount  of 
wrangling  regarding  some  portions  of  the  demands,  it  was  finally  de- 
cided to  let  a  committee  of  three  from  each  side  do  the  voting.  Vice 
President  Lawrence,  Robert  Osborn  and  myself  voting  for  the  mine 
workers,  and  on  the  9th  of  September  the  agreement  was  signed. 

On  Septembei  11th  I  met  General  Manager  Johnson  of  the  Big 
Creek  Coal  Company,  in  Canton,  and  we  arranged  for  making  a  test 
of  the  St.  David  and  Dumfermline  mines,  as  to  whether  the  coal  could 
be  shot  afte"  the  machines  with  less  than  two  pounds  of  powder. 

Vice  President  Lawrence,  Sub-District  President  Essex  and  my- 
self, went  to  Dumfermline  on  September  14th,  and  on  arrival  there 
found  that  the  mine  had  not  begun  hoisting  coal  yet.  We  demanded 
that  the  mine  be  put  in  operation  immediately,  and  agreed  that  if  this 
was  done  we  would  return  to  make  the  test  at  a  later  date.  We  went 
to  Dumfermline  September  22nd  and  carried  out  the  test,  which 
shov/ed  conclusively  that  it  was  impossible  to  shoot  this  coal  with 
less  than  two  pounds  of  powder.  We  then  went  to  the  St.  David  mine 
and  Mr.  Johnson  agreed  to  postpone  the  test  there  indefinitely.  While 
we  were  in  St.  David  we  held  a  conference  between  the  representa- 
tives of  the  two  mines,  and  of  the  coal  company,  regarding  the  di- 
vision of  the  machine  rate  and  agreed  to  place  the  three  cents  ad- 
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vance  on  the  loader,  making  the  price  forty-seven  cents  for  loading, 
and  five  and  one-half  cents  each  for  the  machine  men. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  organized  three  locals,  one  at  Farm- 
ington,  one  at  Pekin  and  one  at  Wesley  City. 

T  have  had  three  shut  downs,  one  at  Westley,  one  at  Middletown 
and  one  at  Farmington. 

I  represented  my  local  at  Columbus,  and  on  the  31st  of  January 
I  was  ordered  by  President  Lewis  and  President  Walker  to  go  at  once 
to  Farmington  and  start  the  Number  Two  mine  there.  I  left  Columbus 
that  afternoon,  and  arrived  in  Farmington  the  following  morning,  just 
in  time  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Number  Two  men,  which  was  then 
in  session,  and  finally  succeeded  in  getting  the  men  to  return  to  work. 

The  only  cases  I  have  handled  outside  of  my  district  have  been  the 
Panama  strike  and  a  dispute  at  Coulterville.  With  Vice  President 
Lawrence  I  attended  both  of  these  locals.  We  succeeded,  with  the 
assistance  of  John  Lewis  and  other  members  of  the  Panama  local, 
in  getting  the  men  there  to  return  to  work.  During  the  months  of 
December  and  January,  we  had  a  case  pending  in  the  Peoria  County 
Court,  wherein  the  coal  company  was  arrested  for  violating  the  shot 
firing  law.  The  mine  is  operated  by  Cruikshanks  and  Demmy,  and  is 
part  solid  and  part  machine  work.  The  machine  men  firing  their  own 
shots,  and  after  they  cam©  out  of  the  mine  the  shot  firers  would  go  in 
and  fire  the  solid  shots.  We  contended  that  this  was  a  violation  of 
the  law,  and  cited  the  state  inspector  to  an  opinion  that  had  been 
handed  down  by  the  attorney  general,  with  reference  to  this  kind  oi 
a  case,  "that  where  one  shot  in  a  mine  required  more  than  two  pounds 
of  powder,  all  the  shots  in  the  mine  must  be  fired  by  shot  firers." 
The  inspector  made  a  complaint  to  State's  Attorney  Robert  Scholes, 
and  the  trial  was  held  on  Monday,  February  13th.  We  won  the  case 
and  all  the  shots  in  that  mine  are  now  being  fired  by  shot  firers.  This 
is  an  important  decision  and  will  mean  a  great  saving  to  the  miners. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  men  I  have 
served  and  to  my  official  colleagues.  My  relations  with  the  district 
officials  have  been  of  the  pleasantest  character,  and  while  I  have  been 
subjected  to  the  usual  knocking  that  seems  to  go  with  official  connec- 
tion with  the  labor  movement,  yet  in  a  general  way  I  have  been  cour- 
teously and  decently  treated.  Any  man  who  serves  the  organization  in 
any  capacity  can  expect  more  or  less  hammering,  and  on  the  whole  I 
have  no  complaint  to  make. 

In  regard  to  the  political  situation,  I  will  not  take  up  any  of  your 
time,  as  that  question  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  covered  by  other 
reports,  I  might  say  I  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  from  the 
Forty-Third  District  on  the  Socialist  ticket,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  is  largely  an  agricultural  district,  I  received  a  very  fiattering 
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vote,  and  this  vote,  as  well  as  the  large  vote  that  other  members  of 
the  organization  received,  carries  proof  that  there  is  a  distinct  awaken- 
ing among  the  workers  regarding  the  necessity  for  united  action  on  the 
political,  as  well  as  the  industrial  field. 

The  salvation  of  the  worker  lies  in  his  own  hands.  He  holds  the 
immortal  right  of  franchise,  gained  at  such  a  terrible  cost,  and  when- 
ever the  workers  of  the  world  decide  to  organize  politically  as  well 
as  industrially  we  can  forever  put  an  end  to  panics  and  strikes  as  well 
as  bull  pens  and  bayonets,  and  we  will  not  strike  and  starve  six  months 
for  three  cents  a  ton  and  then  see  the  price  of  coal  advance  three  cents 
on  the  bushel. 

The  light  of  industrial  liberty  is  breaking  all  over  the  world  and  the 
time  drawing  near  when  exploitation  and  slavery  will  cease  and  we  will 
realize  the  ultimate  of  all  these  centuries  of  fighting  and  trouble;, 
"the  Brotherhood  of  Man." 

JAMES  LORD. 


REPORT  OF  BERNARD  MURPHY 
Board  Member  Inspection  District  No.  4.  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 


Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  21,  1911. 

To  the  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District 
12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.~Greeting: 

In  accordance  with  Article  three  (III),  Section  five  (5),  of  the 
district  constitution,  I  hereby  submit  for  your  consideration  a  brief 
resume  of  the  important  events  of  the  past  year,  together  with  sucli 
recommendations  as  my  experience  and  observation  would  lead  me  to 
believe  will  be  of  benefit  to  our  organization. 

During  the  past  year  as  you  are  aware,  the  first  three  months  was 
practica.Uy  taken  up  with  conventions  and  Executive  Board  meetings, 
looking  to  a  solution  of  the  adjustment  of  our  troubles  with  the 
operators  which,  as  you  all  know,  terminated  in  a  satisfactory  agree- 
ment after  a  long  drawn-out  struggle  for  our  rights. 

I  have  taken  up  eighty-six  (86)  disputed  cases  and  according  to 
my  report  you  will  see  what  has  become  of  them. 

First  there  were  four  discharged  cases  of  top  men  at  Kelley's 
No.  2,  in  the  Danville  district  for  shirking  their  work  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the  mine  manager  they  were  not  giving  the  company  a  fair 
day's  work  for  a  fair  day's  pay.  This  occurred  during  the  time  we 
were  working  under  a  temporary  agreement,  but  I  succeeded  in  getting 
them  reinstated. 
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Next  were  two  discharge  cases  at  Kelley's  No.  4,  the  cnarge  being 
for  tamping  their  blasts  with  drill  dust,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
mine  manager  was  contrary  to  the  state  mining  laws,  but  after  talking 
over  the  matter  for  some  time  with  the  representatives  of  the  company 
and  the  men  discharged  I  succeeded  in  getting  them  reinstated. 

Next  was  discharge  case  at  the  Little  Vermillion  for  loading 
impurities.    I  also  succeeded  in  having  him  reinstated. 

Next  case  was  discharge  of  a  fireman,  the  Pana  Coal  Company's 
Mine  No.  1.  This  man  was  not  reinstated,  the  company  requiring  him 
to  coal  engines;  he  refused  after  the  company  told  him  to  do  the  work 
and  have  it  taken  up  by  both  organizations,  and  that  the  company  would 
abide  by  such  decision. 

Next  two  cases  for  compensation  from  the  Little  Vermillion;  those 
men  got  paid  two  days  compensation  being  out  of  work  on  account  of 
company  neglecting  to  furnish  them  suitable  timbers  to  secure  their 
places.  Two  other  men  employed  by  the  same  company  received  com- 
pensation for  time  lost  on  account  of  coal  company  misplacing  their 
miners'  certificates. 

The  next  was  the  case  of  the  Minonk  Coal  Co.,  where  they  refused 
to  pay  regular  scale  demanded  for  dead  work,  and  not  covered  by  the 
agreement.  After  some  controversy  I  got  compensation  from  the  com- 
pany, satisfactory  to  our  members. 

Next  was  a  case  with  the  Decatur  Coal  Co.,  where  I  had  taken  up 
some  cases  in  deficient  places  where  we  claimed  that  our  members' 
wages  should  be  increased,  but  on  account  of  coal  being  average  height 
I  was  unable  to  get  for  them  all  we  demanded,  however,  I  got  seven 
hours  extra  pay  for  one,  and  three  for  another. 

Next  the  Penwell  Coal  Co.  case  where  a  dispute  arose  over  the 
compensation  of  yardage.  This  case  was  adjusted  by  myself  and 
Commissioner  Burns  of  the  Coal  Operators'  Association. 

Next  was  the  case  of  the  Mowequa  Coal  Co.,  wherein  there  was  a 
dispute  as  to  the  legal  amount  of  yardage.  The  matter  has  been 
adjusted  in  accordance  with  the  demands  of  our  members. 

Next  was  a  case  with  the  Penwell  Coal  Co.,  where  four  men  were 
involved.  It  pertains  to  a  disputed  wage  scale  of  long  standing  and 
after  various  conferences,  with  both  the  company  and  their  representa- 
tives which  was  finally  adjusted  by  arbitration. 

Next  was  a  case  of  the  Lovington  Coal  Co.,  where  the  carpenter 
liad  been  working  under  the  scale.  I  succeeded  in  bringing  his  scale 
from  $2.14  to  $2.49  per  day. 

Next  was  case  of  the  Niantic  Coal  Co.,  where  the  bottom  eager 
ivas  only  receiving  $2.49  and  I  got  his  scale  to  $2.70. 

Next  was  a  discharge  case  of  a  driver  at  Kelley's  No.  3,  which  I 
succeeded  in  getting  reinstated.  Another  case  at  the  Kelley  Mine  No. 
-3  was  the  laying  off  of  a  blactemith's  helper  where  the  company 
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claimed  the  blacksmith  could  get  along  without  a  helper  and  the 
company  wanted  to  curtail  expenses.  Under  the  circumstances  as  long 
as  the  company  did  not  substitute  this  man  with  any  one  else,  I  was 
unable  to  get  him  reinstated.  Those  are  cases  which  pertain  principally 
to  wage  agreement  disputes.  Other  cases  of  less  importance  which  have 
taken  up  my  time  within  the  last  year  are  as  follows: 

Niantic  and  Decatur  local  settlement  and  the  engineers  and  fire- 
men that  continued  work  during  the  suspension.  Bloomington  local 
settlement  referred  to  the  two  joint  boards.  Danville  miners  charged 
with  buying  places  referred  to  the  local  for  trial.  Assumption  local 
settled.  Blue  Mound  engineers  that  worked  during  the  strike  and  the 
other  grievances.  Mowequa  local  settlement,  the  same  night  Pana 
local  settlement.  Tower  Hill  attending  local  meeting  in  regard  to 
commissary.  Blue  Mound,  discrimination  case,  men  started  to  work. 
Fireman  discharged  for  refusing  to  do  work  which  he  was  told  to 
do  at  Pana  mine  No.  1.  Georgetown,  local  meeting  in  regards  to  the 
men  checking  in  and  out,  compensation  for  the  time  that  he  lost  on 
account  of  the  Company  loosing  his  miners'  certificate. 

Lincoln,  in  regards  to  the  commissary;  Bloomington  local  union 
expelling  members  for  not  joining  the  Hod  Carriers'  Union. 

Dispute  over  the  scale  at  the  Penwell  Coal  Co.  mine;  discharded 
case  at  Pana  Coal  Co.  mine,  refused  to  do  work  when  ordered  by  the 
manager.  Minonk  top  man  refused  to  pay  initiation  fee  Lincoln, 
east  mine  cutting  off  the  room  necks  and  laying  off  track.  Lincoln, 
north  m.ine  laying  off  track.  Springfield,  with  Commissioner  Burns, 
over  the  Lincoln  track  laying.  Danville,  to  see  Alex  Swanburg  to  get 
the  men  that  are  working  on  the  steam  shovel  to  join  the  union. 

Hillsboro,  members  of  local  union  fined  a  member  for  not  stopping 
work  when  ordered  by  the  committee. 

Lovington,  making  scale  for  carpenters  and  pumpmen.  Stoniug- 
ton,  man  contending  for  work.  Pana,  Smith  —  Lohr  Coal  Co.,  local 
press  contending  for  his  work.  Penwell  Coal  Co.,  dispute  over  narrow 
work.  Decatur,  commissary.  Lincoln,  on  the  Helm  Case.  Colfax, 
local  union  refused  to  pay  any  more  money  to  the  state. 

The  seven  Italians  case  is  settled  in  regards  to  the  back  commis- 
sary. Roanoke,  members  of  local  fined.  Colfax,  Italians  rebelling  for 
their  commissary.  Westville,  drivers  discharged  reinstated;  blacksmith 
helpers  force  cut  down;  no  case.  Pana  Mine  No.  1,  drivers  shut  down 
mine  demanding  $2.70  and  straight  time.  Pana  Mine  No.  1  put  in 
operation.  Pana,  Penwell  Coal  Co.,  arbitration  boys'  case  at  the  bot- 
tom same  day.  Shanks  case  at  the  Smith  &  Lohr  Mine  and  the  shut 
down  case  at  Pana  No.  1  mine,  drivers  fine  remitted  and  local  president 
fined  according  to  contract. 

Room  truning  at  Penwell  Coal  Co.,  not  settled.  Drivers  at  Pana 
No.  1;  drivers  time  not  to  be  reduced  while  working  half  a  day.  Blue 
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Mound,  local  settlement  left  to  mine  committee  and  company  to  settle. 
Little  Vermillion,  mine  asking  the  removal  of  the  dock  boss;  agreed  to 
change  the  docking  place;  miner  claims  four  days'  compensation  for 
company  loosing  his  certificate;  claim  paid.  Drivers  refuse  to  take 
the  mules  on  top  at  Kelly  No.  5;  company  to  take  the  mules  up  and 
down;  mine  company  asking  the  withdrawing  of  the  fuse  bosses  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  our  organization;  disagree. 

Decatur,  Sub-District  President  Mr.  Davis  stopped  miners  from 
work;  dispute  over  cretificate.  Danville,  at  the  Consumers  Coal  Co., 
to  make  a  scale  for  the  steam  shovel.  Blue  Mound  Co.,  asking  for  re- 
duction on  tonage  rate.  Danville,  investigating  the  death  claim  of 
Fred  Woodworth.  Bloomington,  local  agreement  reduce  the  distance  of 
driving  the  rooms.  Westville,  meeting  with  President  Walker  and 
General  Manager  Lyncle  in  regards  to  the  check  off  and  fuse  bosses; 
bosses  to  continue  in  the  union.  Lovington,  making  a  local  agreement 
and  tonage  rate;  got  Witt  conditions.  Fairmount,  to  get  charter  272 
sent  in  to  the  National  office.  Decatur,  dispute  M.  C.  Coal  Co.  over 
measurement  of  horse-back;  general  manager  agrees  to  take  it  up  with 
mine  manager. 

Mowequa,  on  horse-back  and  yardage  settled;  got  paid.  Middleton, 
with  Vice  president  Lawrence  and  board  members  Clark;  local  union 
taking  appeal  from  Board  Member  Lord  sustained.  Pana  No.  710, 
miner  discherged  from  company  work  on  account  of  not  doing  his 
work;  got  work  at  the  face.  Decatur  No.  781,  case  8  lb.  on  the  ton 
short,  disagree;  told  the  men  to  enter  suit.  Deficient  work  case 
dropped;  not  paid  for  clearing  state.  Stonington,  machine  differential 
agree  to  meet  when  we  got  through  figures  for  three  months.  Joint 
board  meeting. 

Minonk  four  cases;  horse-back  case  settled,  initiation  check  ot 
settled;  miners  picking  their  own  places  settled  according  to  contract, 
working  by  the  day  went  on  the  ton  and  to  take  grievance  of  horse-back 
up.  Pana  No.  710  demanding  the  division  of  the  work.  No.  1  mine 
case  went  to  President  Lewis.  Local  Union  No.  101,  Smith  and  Lohr  re- 
fusing to  pay  twenty-five  dollars  to  members  of  that  local  who  got 
killed.   Referred  to  committee. 

Lincoln  No.  598  local  holding  out  the  per  cent  and  taking  the  com- 
missary agreed  to  send  it  in.  Danville  consumers  Coal  Co ,  in  regard  to 
the  wages  of  the  union  men  and  the  check  off  case  settled.  Niantic 
cagers  demanding  $2.70  case  settled  for  $2.70,  Westville  miners  claiming 
to  pick  his  own  bully  and  dead  work,  case  settled.  Danville  Traer  Coal 
Co.,  miners  demanding  five  cents  extra  for  coal  5  feet  or  under,  the 
company  agree  to  pay  it  if  the  miners  take  care  of  all  the  dead  work. 
Moweaqua  yardage  case  mine  manager  and  mine  committee  to  measure 
the  places  and  settle  it  according  to  the  local  agreement. 
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In  conclusion  I  would  recommend  to  the  committee  on  constitution 
that  they  draft  the  same  as  stringent  as  possible,  those  articles  which 
pertain  to  the  duties  of  all  officers  of  our  organization  in  regard  to 
the  enforcement  of  our  present  agreement  and  having  the  officers  iv 
live  strictly  to  the  letter  of  the  constitution.  You  will  also  find  a  ver- 
batim report  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the  members  of  L.  U.  No.  710 
pertaining  to  lost  coal  from  some  of  our  members. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BERNARD  MURPHY. 


Duplicate  of  Original  Now  Before  Grand  Jury. 

In  the  matter  of  the  charges  preferred  "j 
by  members  of  Local  Union  No,  710  ! 
against  Jacob  Gehm  for  fradulent  j 
giving  to  others  overweight.  J 

Cause  tried  before  Local  Union  No.  710,  at  Pana,  Illinois. 
The  Charge. 

T,  Jess  Enskath,  and  Joe  Deval,  hereby  prefer  charges  against 
J.  H.  Gehm  for  the  giving  of  a  certain  ring  overweights  which  be- 
longed to  other  parties. 

Signed:    JESS  ENSKATH, 
JOE  DEVAL. 

Both  the  parties  complaining  and  the  person  against  whom  the 
charges  were  preferred  being  before  the  Union  the  following  jury  of 
men  were  chosen  to  pass  upon  the  proof  to  be  offered:  James  Kelly, 
R.  A.  Pierson,  John  Vanus,  Dan  McCabe,  Nick  Walraven,  Tom  Hughes, 
Thomas  Haines,  Newt  Baugher,  Bud  Simmons,  Patrick  Kelly,  Tom 
McFarland,  James  Robinson. 

Bruce  Huffmaster  being  chosen  as  interrogator  on  behalf  of  the 
complainants. 

Jess  Enskath  was  called  and  took  the  stand. 

Q.    State  your  name. 

A.    Jess  Enskath. 

Q.    Where  do  you  work  at? 

A.    At  the  North  mine. 

Q.    You  may  proceed  and  tell  the  jury  all  you  know  of  this  case. 

A.  When  I  started  digging  there,  it  was  right  after  Christmas. 
Pete  Davis  came  down  on  Sunday,  I  believe.  He  told  me  he  knew 
a  good  way  for  us  to  make  some  money.  I  did  not  ask  him  how  it 
was  until  he  told  me  it  would  be  all  right.  All  I  can  remember  asking 
him,  whether  we  would  get  stuck  for  that  or  not. 

Q.    Stuck  for  what? 
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A.  Giving  them  extra  cars.  He  said  it  would  be  all  right  for  he 
was  giving  weights.  He  said  the  diggers  would  not  find  it  out.  I 
staid  in  with  him  for  three  months.    Then  we  went  on  strike. 

Q.    What  did  you  stay  in  with  him  for? 

A.  Giving  us  extra  cars.  After  they  started  up  again  he  wanted 
me  in  it  again.  I  staid  in  a  month  and  two  weeks  then.  All  the 
diggers  were  kicking  about  weights  then.  They  asked  me  about  it 
then,  and  I  said  I  was  loading  low  cars  and  getting  pretty  good 
weights.  So  I  told  him  I  would  get  out  of  it  so  I  would  not  get  so 
many  extra  cars.  Then  he  quit  us  and  did  not  give  us  any  more.  I 
owed  him  for  two  pays  what  I  was  paid  by  him.  That  amounted  to 
$20.00,  but  I  only  gave  him  $15.00  and  told  him  I  would  give  him 
$5.00  next  pay.  Then  he  took  all  my  weights  and  I  did  not  give  him 
anything.  This  w^as  because  I  was  told  that  if  they  were  wise  they 
would  give  good  weights.  They  found  out  about  it.  Joe  has  been 
after  me  to  bring  it  up  at  the  meeting.  So  we  seen  Frank  Davis  about 
it  but  he  said  it  would  be  all  right,  just  bring  it  up.  This  was  when 
we  brought  the  case  up  that  night.   After  this  Jake  was  not  satisfied. 

A.  Jake  Gehm.  He  sent  John  Virva  to  me  and  told  him  to  tell 
me  that  if  1  would  get  up  and  give  myself  out  as  a  liar  so  he  would 
not  get  caught  stealing  cars,  he  would  give  me  five  dollars  and  pay 
my  fine  if  I  got  fined,  and  see  that  I  got  good  weights  from  that  on. 
This  is  about  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.    Was  this  about  Christmas? 

A.    Yes,  about  the  24th  day  of  December. 

Q.    Do  3'-ou  remember  how  many  extra  cars  you  got? 

A.  No.  I  got  extra  cars  every  pay.  I  do  not  know  how  many. 
I  got  some  every  pay.  When  they  were  running  good  I  got  twelve. 
Forty-six  is  what  he  put  up  for  me.  He  would  give  so  many  and  I 
would  give  him  half.. 

Q.    Do  you  remember  how  much  money  you  received  altogether? 

A.  No. 

Q.    Do  you  remember  of  dividing  with  him? 

A.    Yes,  once  I  remember  of  dividing  with  him. 

Q.    Where  was  it  divided? 

A.    In  Gehm's  saloon,  in  the  alleyway. 

Q.    How  much  was  it;  do  you  remember? 

A.    That  was  when  I  gave  him  $15.00.    He  v/anted  $20.00. 

Q.  According  to  your  statement  you  must  have  received  fifteen 
or  twenty  dollars. 

A.  I  gave  him  $15.00  and  told  him  the  next  pay  I  would  give  him 
$5.00  more  to  make  up  $20.00. 

Q.    That  was  between  twenty  and  thirty  doliars  a  month  was  it? 

A.    I  was  to  pay  for  myself  and  the  old  man,  too. 

Q.    Do  you  know  of  anything  else  you  wish  to  say? 
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A.  It  was  for  both  of  us. 
Q.    Who  was  it  you  paid? 

A.  Jake  Gehm.  When  I  paid  him  the  $15.00  Frank  Virva  was 
with  me  and  he  gave  him  $10.00.  Jake  went  into  Wittman's  and  gave 
him  back  his  change,  so  I  do  not  know  what  Virca's  bill  was. 

Q.    What  was  it  for? 

A.    For  extra  cars.    Well,  that  is  about  all  I  know. 
John  Deval  was  called. 
Q.    State  your  name. 
A.    John  Deval. 

Q.    Joe  tell  what  mine  you  work  at. 

A.    North  mine. 

Q.    What  is  your  occupation? 

A.    Diggin'  coal. 

Q.     You  may  state  all  you  know  about  this  case. 

A.  The  way  I  came  to  find  it  out  was  by  Anskat  weights.  I  met 
him  and  he  always  tod  me  he  got  better  weights  than  I  did  for  loaded 
cars,  and  I  was  loading  big  cars.  Then  I  hold  him  I  would  get  next  to 
him  and  find  out  how  it  was  he  was  getting  such  good  weights.  Then 
Pete  Davis  came  to  me  and  told  me  if  I  wanted  to  make  more  money 
he  knew  a  way  to  do  it.  I  asked  him  how  it  was  but  he  would  not 
explain  it  and  walked  away.  I  guess  he  was  expecting  me  to  say 
all  right  and  he  would  explain  it  to  me.  Then  I  heard  nothing  for 
about  eight  months.  Then  I  heard  from  John  Brady.  He  told  me 
there  was  some  stealing  going  on  there.  Then  I  asked  him  and  he 
told  me  all  about  it.  He  told  me  I  was  slow  getting  on  to  the  game. 
Then  I  heard  another  thing  today  where  there  was  going  to  be  some 
trouble  from  the  party  we  were  going  against.  Then  Jess  Anskath 
asked  me  if  he  should  say  it  and  I  told  him  to  tell  the  truth  about  it. 
I  said  sure  tell  the  truth  about  it,  do  not  tell  a  lie  about  it.  There 
was  some  fellows  loading  lower  cars  than  I  and  I  think  they 
were  getting  better  weights.  I  think  the  check  number  is  134,  79  and 
80.  The  fellow  claimed  he  worked  on  the  side  of  79  and  80.  He  claimed 
he  loaded  bigger  cars  than  79  and  80  and  got  less  weights.  That  is  all 
I  know  about  it. 

Q.    Do  you  know  this  brother's  name? 

A.    Charles  LeFever  and  Charles  Guitoski,  79  and  80. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  fellow  who  told  Anskath  that  he  would  get 
whipped? 

A.    Yes,  I  do. 

Q.    Please  give  his  name. 

A.    Tom  Lynch. 

Q.    Was  you  in  on  this  game. 

A.  No. 

Q.    You  say  you  was  not  on  this  ring. 
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A.  Yes. 

Q.    Were  you  one  that  preferred  charges  against  Jake  Gehm. 
A.  Yes. 
John  Quito. 

You  may  state  your  name. 
A.    John  Quito. 
Q.    Your  occupation. 
A.  Miner. 

Q.    You  may  tell  all  you  know  about  this  case. 

A.  One  day  in  the  fall  some  humbug  came  up  to  the  north  shaft, 
that  was  about  stealing  cars,  I  was  on  the  committee  at  the  time,  and 
I  thought  to  catch  the  thief.  I  marked  down  all  the  numbers  in  the 
evening  and  did  the  same  thing  in  the  morning.  That  was  my  plan  to 
catch  the  thief.  Ed  Bannon  and  Erne  Greer  told  me  to  get  after  it  in 
some  other  way.  They  said  you  had  better  watch  the  men  on  top.  Fi- 
nally the  humbug  fell  through  and  I  paid  no  more  attention  until  one 
day  Joe  Deval  came  into  the  room  and  said  he  knew  something.  1 
asked  him  what  it  was,  he  said  the  check  weighman  was  putting  on 
extra  cars.  I  said  where  did  you  find  that  out.  He  said  his  buddy.  Otto 
Pranke  Lold  him.  My  buddy  and  I  were  studying  that  over  and  we 
could  hardly  make  anything  out  of  it.  We  did  not  believe  what  we  ha<l 
heard.  One  pay  I  got  about  four  or  five  tons  more  than  my  buddy  and 
I  did  not  know  how  it  came  there. 

Q.    Was  that  on  the  same  amount  your  buddy  had. 

A.  I  did  not  know  the  time  I  looked  it  over  I  seen  it  was  my  mis- 
take in  figure.  All  this  time  I  was  one  car  ahead  of  my  buddy  that 
is  all. 

Cross  Examination. 

Q.    Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  on  a  committee  at 
that  time. 
A.  Yes. 

You  were  trying  to  locate  some  other  weights  you  had  been  told 
about. 

A.    No  this  is  different. 
Q.    This  was  not  the  same. 
A.  No. 

Q.    Did  you  get  any  cars  that  were  over  weight. 

A.    No,  I  did  not  get  any. 

Q.    You  did  not  receive  any  of  this. 

A.    No,  sir. 

Q.    Did  Brother  Gehm  ever  approach  you  and  try  to  make  an  agree- 
ment with  you. 
A.    No,  sir. 

Q.  ■  Do  you  know  anybody  that  got  extra  cars. 
A.    No,  sir. 
You  are  excused. 
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Andy  Bourey  was  called. 

Q.  You  may  state  what  mine  you  work  at. 

A.    North  mine. 

Q.    Your  occupation. 

A.  Caging. 

Q.    You  may  state  all  you  know  about  this  case. 

A.  On  January  28th,  1910,  Jack  Atollets  and  I  were  in  a  pool  room 
and  Pete  Davis  came  up  and  we  had  a  conversation  and  we  went  to 
a  soft  drink  joint.  A  club  room.  Over  there  Pete  Davis  gave  Jack 
two  slips  but  I  did  not  know  the  amount  that  was  on  them.  They  were 
for  extra  cars  and  I  stepped  beside  and  he  called  me  over. 

Q.   Who  called  you. 

A.  Pete  Davis.  He  asked  me  if  I  did  not  want  to  make  some  easy 
money  and  I  told  him  that  if  it  would  be  any  easier  than  I  got  now 
I  would  take  it  and  asked  him  where  it  would  come  from.  He  said 
never  mind  that,  so  he  asked  me  my  check  number  which  was  No.  190 
and  on  Jan.  29th  I  received  one  extra  car  weight  47.  Jan.  31,  one  47, 
February  16,  one  47;  February  23,  one  47;  February  24,  one  47;  Febru- 
ary 24,  one  47;  Feb.  26th,  one  47;  March  4th,  one  47;  March  5th,  one 
47;  March  9th,  one  47;  March  12th,  one  47;  March  14th,  one  47;  March 
15th,  one  47;  March  16th,  one  47;  March  19,  two  46  and  48;  March  21, 
two  cars  I  do  not  know  the  weight;  March  23,  one  47;  March  24,  two; 
March  25,  two;  March  26,  one;  March  29,  one;  thirtieth,  one;  31,  one. 

Q.    Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make? 

A.  I  gave  this  money  neither  to  Gehm  nor  Davis,  but  it  went 
through  the  hands  of  John  Virva.  All  except  the  last  pay,  which  I 
gave  to  Jake  Gehm,  between  the  bill  board  on  John's  lot  and  the  Flint 
Hotel.   I  think  this  is  about  all. 

Q.    You  may  state  how  much  you  gave  Brother  Gehm. 

A.    I  gave  him  a  twenty  dollar  bill  and  he  gave  me  back  a  $100.00 

bill. 

Q.    Do  you  understand  why  you  gave  this  money  all  but  the  last 
pay  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Virva? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.    How  much  money  did  you  give  him  each  pay? 
A.    I  can  not  say,  I  can  figure  it  out. 
Q.    How  long  would  it  take  you  to  figure  it  out? 
A.    I  can — 

Q.    Never  mind.    Do  you  know  what  Virva  did  with  the  money? 
A.    No,  but  I  know  what  he  was  supposed  to  do  with  it. 
Q.    Did  you  and  Mr.  David  have  a  contract  about  how  much  you 
was  to  pay? 

A.  He  said  he  would  slip  me  cars  and  he  would  take  half  and  I 
would  take  half. 
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Q.  And  you  gave  the  money  to  Virva  with  the  understanding  that 
he  was  to  give  it  to  Gehm? 

A.  About  three  or  four  days  before  pay  day  on  the  first  day  of  the 
"ring  v/orks,"  as  I  call  it  I  worked  No.  4  room  and  Virva  worked  No. 
8,  so  he  passed  my  place  and  gave  me  a  slip  of  the  amount.  I  did  not 
know  now  and  he  told  me  I  was  to  pay  him  one-half  of  the  amount 
and  he  would  square  the  rest. 

Cross  Examination. 

Q.    Did  you  Gehm  enter  into  any  contract  about  these  cars? 
A.  No. 

Q.    Was  it  just  you  and  Pete  Davis  alone? 
A.    Yes,  with  Jack  Stollest. 

Q.    Dod  I  understand  you  to  aay  that  one  of  these  cars  was  billed 
to  your  brother    Did  hr  get  any  money  for  it? 
A.    1  suppose  he  did. 

Did  you  understand  how  it  was  that  you  gave  Jake  Gehm  ten 
dollars  without  any  understanding  what  it  was  for? 

A.  I  gave  Jake  $20.00  not  long  before  and  he  gave  me  two  slips 
am.ount  to  around  $10.00  for  extra  cars. 

Q.    So  Jake  did  not  say  what  this  money  was  for? 

A.    No  but  I  knew  what  it  was  for. 

Q.    Do  you  know  of  any  one  else  receiving  cars? 

A.    Yes,  the  fellow  on  the  stand  just  before  me. 

Q.    Would  you  state  the  name  if  we  called  it? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.    Wa.s  Al.  Monsinger  in  on  this? 

A.    I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  heard  a  lot. 

Q.    Do  you  know  if  John  Guitoski  was  in  on  this? 

A.    I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Well  Andy,  you  know  all  about  this  case  and  you  know  all  of 
their  names  but  it  is  essential  to  give  the  names.  It  will  all  come 
out  in  time  anyway  and  I  myself  and  every  other  honest  man  in  Pana 
will  think  twice  more  over  of  you  for  stating  it.  It  is  no  disgrace  to 
tell  on  a  bunch  like  this.  You  will  not  lose  a  friend;  I  want  you  to 
tell  everything  you  know.    It  will  be  quite  an  honor  to  you  I  am  sure. 

A.  John  Kuta,  John  Virva,  Andy  Bourey,  my  brother  Mike  Boutey, 
Jack  Stoilets,  Geo.  Molisky,  Joe  Spinner,  John  Spinner,  .less  Enskat 
and  his  father.  Prank  Virva  and  I  think  his  father.  I  am  not  real 
sure;  I  overheard  some  conversation  with  some  of  the  north  mine 
diggers  and  Robt.  Hatton,  Jr.  It  seems  that  he  was  delivering  mail 
and  also  getting  cars  at  the  north  mine. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  brother  was  not  in  the 
ring  through  his  own  knowledge,  but  he  got  his  money  whether  one 
of  the  ring  or  not? 
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A.  Yes,  I  said  he  did  not  know  this.  I  and  Davis  and  Jack 
Stollets  were  up  in  the  club  room;  Davis  took  my  number  and  also 
asked  my  brother's  number,  which  I  think  was  188,  so  I  told  him 
nothing  about  it  until  we  received  the  pay. 

Q.    How  did  your  cars — did  they  come  billed  on  the  sheet? 

A.    Yes,  every  one  of  them. 

You  may  be  excused. 

John  Brady. 

Q.    What  is  your  occupation? 
A.    North  mine. 

Q.    Will  you  state  all  you  know  about  this  case? 

A.  About  two  months  ago  Ed.  Banno  and  I  were  talking  in  the 
mine  and  he  asked  me  why  I  did  not  get  to  digging  and  I  told  him 
that  I  was  satisfied  with  the  job  I  had  and  he  said  that  if  I  went  to 
digging  I  would  make  a  whole  lot  more  money.  I  asked  him  how 
it  was  and  he  said  that  Geo.  Fisher  and  Anderson  were  working  bud- 
dies and  he  said  that  Anderson  drew  15  to  20  more  than  Fisher  at  a 
pay.  He  said  Fisher  asked  Anderson  why  he  drew  so  much  more 
money  than  he  did  and  he  said  Anderson  did  not  want  to  tell  him  at 
first  but  told  him  to  get  wise  and  get  into  the  ring.  He  said  Fisher 
went  in  on  it.  He  said  if  I  wanted  to  go  to  digging  I  could  sure  get 
in  on  it.    That  is  about  all  I  know. 

Condensed. 

Jack  Stollets. 

All  I  know  I  was  in  on  the  ring,  but  did  not  last  long.  I  did  not 
pay  up  dues  and  I  guess  they  threw  me  out.  My  buddy  got  a  few  extra 
cars. 

Q.    Who  was  you  to  divide  up  with,  do  you  know? 

A.    I  was  supposed  to  divide  up  with  Pete  Davis. 

Q.    Do  you  remember  the  slips  handed  to  you  in  the  club  room? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.    Did  you  ever  pay  Pete  any  money? 

A.  Yes,  I  gave  him  $2.00  one  pay  night.  Maybe  it  was  $3.60,  I  do 
not  know. 

Joe  Spiner. 

Stated  he  got  extra  cars.    Never  paid  Jake  or  Pete. 
Adolph  Anskath. 

Pete  Davis  called  at  my  house  and  said  he  could  make  good  wages. 
Jake  Gehm  came  to  the  house  and  asked  my  wife  for  money.  The  boy 
gave  it  to  him. 

Q.    Wlio  was  this  ether  man  you  saw  give  money  to  him. 
A.    Mike  Virva. 

Q.    Do  you  know  what  he  gave  him  this  money  for. 

A.    Yes,  he  was  doing  the  same  thing  I  was.    He  told  me. 
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Q.    Who  tod  you. 
A.    Frank  Virva. 

Q.    No,  do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  never  gave  Pete 
Davis  any  money  but  once. 
A.    Just  once. 

Q.    How  much  money  was  it? 
A.    I  cannot  remember. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  $15.00  was  for  you  and  your 
father  both. 

A.    Yes,  for  both. 

Q.    Wil  you  give  me  your  father's  full  name. 
A.    Adolph  Enskath. 
Q.    That  is  all. 

Re-Direct  Examination. 

Q.    Did  you  state  whether  you  received  larger  weights? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.    These  better  weights  were  in  extra  cars? 
A.    The  cars  I  sent  out  had  a  little  better  weight  than  usual. 
Q.    Did  Pete  Davis  tell  you  that  Jake  Gehm  was  the  agent  to 
collect. 

A.    I  guess  that  is  what  he  meant. 

Q.  Were  these  extra  cars  marked  up  so  everybody  could  see 
them? 

A.   Not  always.    Sometimes  they  were. 

Q.  Well  then  were  these  weights  tacked  up  so  they  could  be 
seen  by  all  the  miners? 

A.  Not  always.  When  they  were  behind  the  turn  they  would  be, 
and  when  they  were  ahead  of  it  they  would  not  be. 

Q.  When  you  were  ahead  of  the  turn  how  did  he  make  these  cars 
to  you? 

A.    I  was  not  up  there — I  do  not  know. 
You  are  excused. 

Q.    Did  you  ever  pay  Pete  Davis  anything? 

A.  I  do  not  remember.  I  believe  I  did  pay  him  once  at  the  house. 
When  I  went  to  pay  him  again  he  refused  to  take  it.  He  said  Jake 
had  the  bill  for  it. 

Cross  examined  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  to  the  charge. 

Q.    What  is  your  name? 

A.    Jess  Anskath. 

Q.    Pete  Davis  is  the  man  who  came  to  make  the  proposition  to 
you  is  he? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  inquired  and  found  out  this  coal  came  off  of  the 
company  instead  of  the  men? 
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A.  That,  is  what  the  weighman  told  me. 

Q.  Then  after  the  strike  you  went  into  it  again  for  about  six 
weeks? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  received  all  your  overweights  in  extra  cars  you  said, 
didn't  you. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ihac  amount  to  about  10  to  12  cars  up? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  claimed  you  owed  him  yet  $5.00. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  you  made  the  contract  with  Mr.  Davis — interrupted — No 
wii.h  Gehm — Well  where  did  you  make  the  contract  with  Mr.  Gehm? 

A.  Mr.  Gehm  always  had  the  bill  for  it. 

Q.  The  contract  was  that  you  was  to  give  them  half? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  paying  them  anything  but  the  $15.00? 

A.  That  is  all  I  remember. 

Q.  Where  did  you  pay  him  the  $15.00. 

A.  Back  of  Herb  Gehm's  in  the  Wittman  alley. 


REPORT  OF  DANIEL  CLARK 
Board  Member  Inspection  District  No.  5,  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 


Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  21,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Brothers — I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  ten  and  one-half 
months  just  passed,  from  April  1st,  1910,  to  February  15th,  1911. 

During  that  period  I  have  taken  up  and  disposed  of  eighty-four 
cases  &nd  spent  thirty-one  days  in  Chicago,  twelve  days  in  Peoria 
and  thirteen  days  in  Indianapolis,  making  a  total  of  fifty-six  days, 
assisting  in  the  negotiations  to  formulate  our  present  agreement. 

Of  the  eighty-four  cases  taken  up  and  disposed  of,  four  were  mak- 
ing a  scale  for  local  conditions,  six  were  compensation  cases,  six 
were  shut  down  cases,  eight  were  discharge  cases  and  two  were  com- 
mission cases. 

DiscFiarge  Cases. 

One  at  the  new  Jones  and  Adams  mine.  Man  was  discharged  for 
abusing  shot  firers.  Case  was  settled  by  man  being  put  back  at  com- 
pany work  with  no  compensation. 
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Two  at  the  new  North  mine.  One  driver  and  mine  examiner  was 
discharged.  Mine  examiner  was  discharged,  but  was  reinstated  with- 
out compensation.  Driver  was  discharged  for  being  off  sicl^,  but  was 
not  "reinstated. 

One  at  Virden.  Cager  was  discharged  for  ringing  bell  and  abusing 
mine  manager.  Case  was  settled  by  the  cager  being  given  a  job 
digging. 

One  at  the  No.  3  mine,  Gillespie.  Miner  was  discharged  for  stick- 
ing his  machine.  By  action  of  the  Joint  Executive  Board  the  miner 
was  put  back  loading. 

Two  at  No.  14  mine,  Staunton.  Two  men  were  discharged  for 
refusing  to  carry  props.  Both  were  reinstated,  one  with  five  days 
compensation  and  the  other  without  compensation.  Top  boss  hired 
one  of  them  and  when  mine  manager  found  that  out,  he  ordered  him 
discharged.    This  man  got  five  day's  compensation. 

One  at  Panama.  Man  was  discharged  for  being  found  with  com- 
pany pick.  He  was  reinstated  and  the  matter  of  compensation  was 
referred  to  the  Joint  Board,  but  the  Joint  Board  decided  that  he  was 
entitled  to  compensation. 

Shut  Down  Cases. 

One  at  Ilillsboro  to  get  local  agreement,  one  at  Panama  where 
drivers  wanted  nine  hours,  one  at  Mt!  Olive  where  some  company  men 
were  suspended,  one  at  No.  2  Benld  where  man  was  killed  in  mine. 
Mine  was  idle  until  after  the  funeral,  one  at  No,  3  mine,  Gillespie, 
where  machine  runner  was  discharged  and  one  at  Virden  where  com- 
pany did  not  get  timbers  in  time. 

Compensation  Cases. 

One  of  the  compensation  cases  was  at  Mechanicsburg  where 
miner's  place  fell  in.  It  was  agreed  to  have  Secretary-Treasurer  Mc- 
Donald act  as  arbitrator  in  this  case,  and  he  rendered  a  decision  giv- 
ing the  man  five  day's  compensation. 

Greenridge  Case. 

The  miners  at  Greenridge  were  only  getting  $1.23  for  widening 
their  rooms.  The  case  was  taken  up  and  an  agreement  reached  whereby 
the  men  will  receive  $2.30  for  room  widening. 

Decision  on  Thick  Bottom  Coal. 

First — It  is  agreed  that  the  Superior  Coal  Company  will  pay  the 
two  loaders  at  Mine  No.  2  the  two  hours  time  in  dispute  for  taking  up 
thick  bottom  coal. 
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Second— It  is  understood  that  this  settlement  is  made  on  account 
of  the  blackjack  claimed  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  thick  bottoms, 
and  does  not  establish  any  precedent. 

(Signed)  JOHN  P.  REECE,  Superintendent. 
DAN  CLARK  Board  Member, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

The  following  decision  was  reached  on  the  dispute  of  cleaning  ap 
and  moving  clod  in  one  entry  and  one  room  neck  at  Mine  No.  14  of 
the  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  at  Staunton,  111. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  two  loaders  would  be  paid  five  hours  between 
them  for  cleaning  up  and  moving  the  clod  in  the  entry  and  room  neck. 

(Signed)  DAN  CLARK, 
On  behalf  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Dist.  No.  12. 

JAMES  BURNS, 
On  behalf  111.  Coal  Op.  Ass'n, 

The  following  decision  was  reached  on  the  dispute  over  the  Miners' 
tools  which  were  lost  and  destroyed  at  Mine  No.  14  of  the  Consolidatea 
Coal  Company  at  Staunton,  111. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Company  would  pay  the  sum  of  fifteen 
dollars  to  replace  the  miners'  tools  which  were  taken  from  their 
working  places  and  used  by  men  doing  company  work  in  the  different 
entries  in  the  mine  during  the  time  the  tipple  was  being  rebuilt. 

(Signed)  DAN  CLARK, 
On  behalf  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Dist  No.  12. 

JAMES  BURNS, 
On  behalf  111.  Coal  Operators'  Ass'n. 

The  following  is  the  agreement  reached  in  the  room  turning  case 
at  the  Illinois  Midland  Coal  Company's  Mine,  Sherman,  111.: 

"It  is  agreed  that  A.  Menus,  Ck.  No.  34,  shall  receive  one  half  the 
price  for  room  turning  for  work  performed  in  the  widening  of  rooms, 
namely,  $1.94;  this  not  to  be  a  precedent  for  settling  any  future  cases." 

(Signed)  DAN  CLARK, 

For  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
J.  A.  BOWMAN, 
EDWARD  C  AH  ILL, 

For  Company. 

It  is  hereby  agreed  between  Board  Member  Clark,  representing 
the  United  Mine  Workers,  District  No.  12  and  Special  Agent  Cahill, 
representing  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators'  Association  in  the  dispute 
of  narrow  work  at  the  Illinois  Midland  Coal  Company's  mine,  which 
was  referred  to  us  by  the  Group  Board,  that  we  allow  nine  (9)  feet 
of  cross  cue,  because  of  the  alleged  orders  of  the  mine  examiner  to 
drive  the  place  narrow,  also  with  the  understanding  that  this  does 
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not  apply  to  any  future  case  and  does  not  establish  a  precedent  to 
pay  for  cross  cuts  only  as  has  been  the  former  custom  of  the  mine. 

DAN  CLARK, 
On  behalf  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
EDWARD  CAHILL, 
On  behalf  of  111.  Coal  Operators'  Ass'n. 

Thirteenth:  It  is  agreed  that  the  machine  men  shall  not  leave 
over  four  (4)  inches  of  bottoms,  unless  through  the  fault  of  blackjack, 
sulphur  dips  or  rolls,  the  same  to  be  determined  by  an  investigation. 
In  the  case  no  impurities  are  shown,  no  claim  shall  be  had  on  the 
Company  for  the  same,  and  in  csae  the  machine  men  are  unable  to 
cut  under  the  backjack,  sulphur  dips  or  rolls  and  the  bottoms  are 
over  four  (4)  inches  thick,  the  company  shall  take  up  the  bottoms, 
or  pay  the  loaders  for  taking  up  the  same.  The  mine  manager  and 
Pit  Committee  shall  be  the  judges  and  in  case  of  the  machine  men 
lea.ving  over  four  (4)  inches  of  clean  coal,  the  machine  men  shall 
take  up  said  bottoms  cr  pay  the  loaders  for  taking  up  the  same,  if 
it  is  the  fault  of  the  machine  runner. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  in  all  cases  where  the  company  lifts  the 
bottoms  they  shall  get  the  coal  taken  up. 

JAMES  BURNS, 

M.  J.  LOCKARD,  Supt, 

DUNCAN  Mcdonald, 

DAN  CLARK. 

The  following  agreement  was  reached  covering  the  question  of 
draw  slate  at  Mine  No.  15,  Mt.  Olive,  111.,  of  the  Consolidated  Coal 
Company: 

First — The  draw  slate  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  as  coer- 
ing  clod,  that  is,  one  (1)  hour  for  each  inch  in  thickness  for  every 
hundred  tons  of  coal,  loaded  out  of  the  working  place,  until  the  thick- 
ness of  the  draw  slate  exceeds  six  (6)  inches  in  any  place. 

Second — This  is  agreed  to,  with  the  understanding  that  the  same 
is  now  being  paid  for  clod.  This  shall  not  establish  any  precedents 
for  the  settlement  of  any  other  dispute. 

For  Illinois  Coal  Operators'  Association, 
F.  WEISSENBORN,  Supt., 
JAMES  BURNS, 
The  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  of  St.  Louis. 
For  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois, 
JOHN  H.  WALKER,  Pres., 
DAN  CLARK,  Board  Member. 

Agreed  to  take  effect  October  1,  1910. 
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We,  the  undersigned,  representing  the  Coal  Operators'  Association 
of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  District  of  Illinois  and  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Dis- 
trict No.  12,  do  hereby  agree: 

That  the  Clover  Leaf  Coal  Mining  Company  shall  take  care  of  the 
ashes  made  as  a  result  of  the  firing  done  by  the  third  engineer,  while 
it  is  necessary  for  him  to  be  at  his  engines  during  the  time  there  is  a 
double  shift  at  the  above  mentioned  company's  mine  at  Coffeen,  111., 
with  the  understanding,  however,  that  this  agreement  in  nowise 
establishes  any  precedent  or  waives  any  of  the  company's  rights  under 
the  Fifth  and  Ninth  District  Agreement,  which  means  in  the  even/ 
that  there  are  not  night  shifts,  that  the  engineers  shall  do  their  firing 
as  per  the  contract. 

CLOVER  LEAF  COAL  MINING  COMPANY. 

P.  J.  Wilson. 
TL  M.  W.  of  A., 

Dan  Clark. 

Lost  Coal  Agreement  at  Staunton, 

It  is  hereby  agreed  that  all  coal  loaded  between  the  face  and  shaft 
bottom  including  the  coal  loaded  in  the  sump,  except  coal  that  falls 
from  the  ribs  and  roof,  one-half  (i/^)  goes  to  the  local  union  and  one- 
half  (%)  to  the  credit  of  the  company. 

Where  a  car  is  wrecked  through  the  neglect  of  the  company,  sania 
shall  be  made  up  to  average  weight  from  coal  so  picked  up;  this  to 
be  effective  from  October  1,  1910. 

On  behalf  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 

DAN  CLARK. 
JAMES  FLETCHER. 
THOS.  J.  REYNOLDS. 
GEO.  L.  HAWKINS. 
On  behalf  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company, 

F.  WEISSENBORN. 

Agreement  Reached  at  Panama. 

It  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  dispute  over  the  lost  coal  at  the  Shoal 
Creek  Coal  Company's  Mine  shall  be  settled  as  follows: 

Agreed  that  coal  loaded  off  the  road  shall  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween company  and  miners;  company  to  load  the  same.  In  case  car 
should  go  in  the  sump,  miner  shall  have  car  made  up  to  average  weight, 
and  company  shall  get  all  the  coal.  It  is  further  agreed  that  company 
shall  get  all  the  coal  accumulating  on  roads  that  falls  from  ribs  and 
roof.  It  is  further  agreed  that  coal  falling  from  tipple  to  the  top 
landing  shall  be  estimated  by  the  Superintendent,  and  Mine  Committee,, 
and  shall  be  divided  as  in  the  case  of  the  road  coal. 
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Wrecked  cars  shall  be  made  up  to  the  average  weight  when  proper- 
ly marked  by  driver,  or  whosoever  may  handle  said  car.  The  amount 
required  to  make  up  wrecked  cars  shall  be  deducted  from  the  total 
amount  loaded  from  the  roads,  in  which  the  miners  are  to  share  in  the 
division  of  same.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  coal  to  be  divided 
equally  between  the  miner  and  the  operator. 

DAN  CLARK, 

Commissioner  for  Miners 
P.  J.  WILSON, 
Commissioners  for  Operators  5th  and  9th  Districts  of  111. 
Local  agreement  made  at  the  Tuxhorn  Mine  for  men  attending  Lo 
telephones  and  electric  gongs — $3.25  per  day. 

(Signed)  ROY  JEFFERSON, 

Operator. 

(Signed)  DAN  CLARK, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  CLARK, 

Board  Member  Fifth  District. 


REPORT  OF  MOSE  JOHNSON 
Board  Member  Inspection  District  No.  6,  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 


Feb.  21,  1911. 

To  the  Representatives  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  U. 
M.  W.  of  A.,  of  District  No.  12: 

Greeting — Pursuant  to  the  constitution  of  our  organization,  I 
herewith  submit  for  your  consideration,  and  through  you  to  our  entire 
membership,  a  brief  resume  of  my  work  as  your  board  member,  to- 
gether with  a  few  observations  and  suggestions  pertaining  to  the 
general  welfare  and  future  progress  of  our  movement. 

I  fully  realize  that  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  board 
member  to  recommend  policies  or  laws  for  the  government  of  our 
state  organization,  but  will  endeavor  to  make  a  few  recommendations 
which  I  believe  of  vital  importance  to  our  district  organization. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  on  July  1st,  when  I  assumed  the 
position  as  State  Executive  Board  Member  through  the  courtesy  of 
President  Walker  and  the  State  Executive  Board,  that  I  realized  when 
assuming  that  position  the  great  responsibility  that  would  rest  upon 
me  as  one  of  the  executive  officers  of  this  district.  When  knowing 
that  45,000  of  our  membership  was  then  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the 
greatest  strikes  that  ever  was  known;  feeling  from  observation  and 
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close  observance  of  a  i  epresentative  from  my  own  local  union,  that 
not  only  the  Operators'  Association  we  had  to  fight,  but  in  reality  we 
had  to  go  into  mortal  combat  with  certain  members  of  the  Interna- 
tional organization. 

By  referring  to  the  last  proceedings  of  the  Cincinnati  Interna- 
tional Convention  of  March,  1910,  I  as  a  delegate  was  trying  to  get 
a  record  through  that  convention  in  regard  to  the  shot-firing  question, 
it  will  be  seen  that  I  was  opposed  even  by  the  International  Presi- 
dent. 

A  review  of  the  Illinois  strike,  beginning  on  July  1st,  when  there 
were  many  disputes  in  District  No.  6  owing  to  a  majority  of  the  oper- 
ators in  said  district  having  signed  the  agreement  and  many  different 
interpretations  being  put  upon  different  clauses  in  the  agreement,  our 
own  members  contending  for  what  they  considered  was  their  rights, 
and  on  the  other  hand  the  operators  contending  for  everything  in 
sight.  There  were  many  cases  pending  at  that  time  which  I  was 
unable  to  reach  within  a  reasonable  length  of  time. 

On  July  5th  the  entire  State  Executive  Board  was  called  into 
conference  in  the  city  of  Chicago  by  the  International  President,  with 
the  Operators'  Association.  After  a  session  lasting  two  days,  the 
conference  adjourned  without  any  results.  On  my  return  from  Chi- 
cago I  nad  only  had  time  to  take  up  a  few  cases  until  the  State  Ex- 
ecutive Board  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  International  Ex- 
ecutive Board  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis.  When  arriving  there,  we 
did  not  only  find  the  members  of  the  International  Executive  Board 
present,  but  also  the  representatives  of  the  Operators'  Association. 
During  this  meeting  Mine  No.  2  of  the  Donk  Bros.  Coal  &  Coke  Com- 
pany was  closed  down  over  the  cross-bar  dispute.  I  returned  to  Mary- 
ville  and  did  what  I  could  to  have  the  mine  resume  operation,  but 
failed  at  that  time.  In  a  few  days  I  was  notified  and  received  copies 
of  the  compromise  proposition  that  was  submitted  to  the  Illinois  min- 
ers, and  permit  me  to  say,  there  was  nothing  in  my  power  to  do  hon- 
orably that  I  did  not  do  to  defeat  that  proposition. 

1  would  not  have  referred  to  the  unpleasant  past  in  regard  to 
those  matters,  only  believing  that  it  is  to  the  best  interest  of  our 
entire  membership  that  such  matters  should  be  brought  to  their  at- 
tention as  memories  of  the  past. 

During  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  International  Convention  it 
became  necessary  for  me  to  return  home  owning  to  a  number  of  mines 
being  shut  down  by  the  operators  and  many  of  our  members  being 
thrown  out  of  employment,  to  do  what  I  could  in  getting  those  mem- 
bers placed  in  other  mines  in  the  near  vicinity  of  their  homes.  I  am 
soiry  to  say  that  I  did  not  only  meet  opposition  from  the  operators, 
but  in  some  instances  I  met  with  opposition  from  some  of  our  own 
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members.  It  seemed  to  me  that  they  tried  to  take  the  advantage  to 
bring  up  every  technical  point  possible  to  hold  those  members  out  that 
had  been  idle  tor  almost  two  months. 

I  believe  that  our  future  constitutions,  as  well  as  our  future  agree- 
ments should  be  written  so  plain  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  raise 
any  objections  of  sharing  work  with  their  fellowman  where  mines 
are  closed  down  by  the  companies. 

Ecview  of  Cases  Handled  up  to  the  Present  Time: 
Discharge  cases,  33. 
Reinstated  with  compensation,  8. 
Reinstated  without  compensation,  11. 
Number  of  discharges  sustained,  14. 

Disputes  demanding  miscellaneous  compensation — won,  21; 
lost,  16. 

Disputes  over  working  conditions — gained,  114;  lost,  5. 

Shut  down  or  impeding  the  output  of  the  mines  by  the  miners,  23. 

Number  of  cases  where  men  were  involved  that  was  penaliezd,  6; 
number  of  cases  where  no  penalty  was  applied,  17. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  that  our  agreement  is  not  prop- 
erly lived  up  to  by  the  membership  of  this  organization.  It  will  be 
seen  that  within  the  short  time  of  eight  months  that  the  agreement 
has  been  violated  on  twenty-three  different  occasions,  not  only  en- 
tailmg  losses  to  our  membership  and  working  unnecessary  hardships 
upon  the  officers  of  the  organization,  but  furthermore,  it  has  had  a 
tendency  to  endanger  our  chances  in  negotiating  a  good  contract  at 
the  expiration  of  the  present  one. 

It  should  be  the  aim,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  every  local  official, 
as  well  as  all  members,  to  see  that  the  agreement  is  held  inviolate. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  in  the  future  the  membership  of  District  No.  6 
will  be  more  careful  and  guarded  in  their  actions  in  closing  down  or 
impeding  the  output  of  the  mines  in  violation  of  the  contract. 

Appeal  cases,  27. 

Decisions  of  sub-district  or  local  officials  sustained,  10;  over- 
ruled, 13;  now  pending,  4. 
Miscellaneous  disputes,  11. 

Cases  referred  to  the  Joint  Board,  22;  decisions  rendered  for  the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  8;  not  yet  settled  or  decisions  rendered  against  cu 
contentions,  14. 

Re-Districting. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  amount  of  cases  referred  to  the  board 
member,  that  it  is  impossible  with  the  other  work  of  attending  board 
meetings  and  joint  board  meetings,  for  the  board  member  to  take 
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up  and  handle  many  cases  in  the  proper  length  of  time.  I  will  recom- 
mend, after  carefully  considering  and  traveling  over  District  No.  6, 
that  something  be  done  in  regard  to  taking  the  southern  end  of 
District  No.  6  and  the  northern  portion  of  District  No.  7  and  forming 
a  new  district,  for  it  is  impossible  with  the  number  of  mon  and  the 
number  of  disputes  that  arise  for  the  membership  in  District  No.  5 
to  get  the  service  they  are  entitled  to. 

With  these  few  recommendations,  let  me  say  in  conclusion  that  1 
wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  and  everlasting  good  will  to  the 
entire  State  Executive  Board  for  the  courtesy  and  good  advice  they 
have  given  me  during  my  short  term  as  member  of  the  State  Executive 
Board,  and  to  all  of  our  members  who  have  aided  in  trying  to  carry 
into  effect  the  agreement  and  constitution  of  our  organization. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MOSE  JOHNSON. 


REPORT  OF  PAUL  J.  SMITH 
Board  Member  Inspection  District  No.  7,  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Springfield,  Illinois,  February  21,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 

of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Assembled: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  our  constitution  I  herwith 
submit  my  report  as  Executive  Board  member  from  the  7th  Board 
District  of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

At  the  beginning  of  my  term  of  office  as  successor  to  myself  I 
devoted  my  time  to  assisting  the  scale  committee  and  acting  as  an 
ex  officio  member  of  the  same  in  an  effort  to  negotiate  a  wage  contract 
for  Illinois.  I  was  present  at  all  meetings  of  the  scale  committee  until 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  further  attempts  on  our  part  was 
only  prolonging  the  agony  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  joint  convention 
would  be  reconvened  the  result  of  which  is  needless  for  me  to  mention, 
other  than  to  say  that  we  adjourned  sine  die  without  having  reached 
any  agreement. 

On  returning  to  m_y  district  on  or  near  the  first  of  June,  I  was 
confronted  with  a  perplexing  situation,  the  miners  having  been  idle 
since  April  1st.  The  strike  had  been  declared  and  naturally  they  began 
to  expect  some  assistance.  The  commissary  plan  adopted  had  caused 
some  discussion  from  an  element  who  had  not  experienced  strikes,  or 
who  had  failed  to  realize  the  seriousness  of  the  situation.  The  mem- 
bership in  the  7th  District  with  but  few  exceptions  soon  took  cog- 
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nizance  of  what  confronted  them,  and  I  want  to  remark  in  passing 
that  a  more  courageous  set  of  union  men  never  walked  on  an  industrial 
battlefield. 

The  operators  began  to  send  out  a  fusilade  of  circulars  and  re- 
sorting to  the  press  in  daily  papers  to  give  publicity  to  the  reason- 
ableness of  their  author  to  the  miners.  In  doing  this  they  tried  to 
misrepresent  the  miners.  They  attacked  your  officials  in  every  form 
and  manner  for  the  purpose  of  creating  sentiment  in  their  favor,  and 
against  the  officials  pf  District  No.  12,  and  the  miners  of  Illinois. 
To  many  of  the  circulars  and  attacks  I  replied,  setting  forth  our 
position  and  demands. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  public  from  being  misguided  and  to 
retain  a  favorable  sentiment  the  sub-di6trict  officials  and  myself  organ- 
ized a  program  for  addressing  mass  meetings  of  the  general  public 
and  the  members  of  our  oi'ganization  combined.  These  meetings  were 
a  howling  success.  We  secured  the  services  of  International  Board 
Member  Farrington,  who  ably  assisted  us  in  our  efforts.  These  meet- 
ings were  composed  of  enthusiastic  audiences.  In  some  instances 
coal  operators  were  present  and  listened  attentively  to  our  discussions 
of  the  situation. 

In  going  around  among  our  members  during  the  strike,  I  dis- 
covered this  fact;  that  while  the  strike  progressed  and  up  until  tho 
termination  of  our  struggle  I  found  that  in  place  of  our  members 
growing  weaker  in  their  position,  the  longer  the  strike  lasted  the  more 
determined  were  the  men  to  never  return  to  work  until  the  operators 
had  signed  the  demands  as  made  by  the  miners,  in  the  Peoria  conven- 
tion. 

During  the  strike  I  was  able  to  get  several  operators  to  sign  our 
Peoria  demand  and  one  of  them  in  particular  was  an  operator  who, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  strike,  was  apparently  the  most  radical  oper- 
ator in  Southern  Illinois.  During  the  strike  occasionally  operators 
would  desert  their  fellow  operators  and  sign  our  contract;  even  after 
the  call  had  been  issued  for  the  special  International  Convention,  an 
operator  got  in  communication  with  me  and  I  arranged  a  meeting 
with  him  and  he  signed  the  Peoria  contract.  I  desire  to  say  that 
this  was  'encouraging  to  our  members  who  were  so  determined  to  win 
that  battle. 

In  all  at  the  termination  of  the  strike  there  had  been  enough 
companies  in  the  7th  Board  District,  including  a  part  of  the  5th  and 
9th  scale  districts,  who  had  signed  our  contract,  that  afforded  em- 
ployment to  something  near  2,500  members  of  our  organization.  This 
feature  was  encoraging  to  our  members  and  in  my  opinion  was  one 
of  the  most  important  pressures  brought  to  bear  on  the  operators 
which  compelled  them  to  accede  to  our  demands. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  our  strike  and  as  soon  as  the  mine  resumed 
operation  my  attention  was  called,  and  that  very  vividly,  that  some 
of  our  members  had  not  had  all  the  strike  they  were  looking  for  be- 
cause in  some  localities  the  miners  were  brought  on  local  strike  with- 
out even  consulting  the  sub-district  officials.  The  reason  accounted 
for  such  action  was  in  my  opinion  from  the  fact  that  our  members 
had  become  imbude  with  the  idea  that  the  only  way  to  accomplish 
what  they  desired  was  by  strike,  and  in  some  instances  I  was  invited 
in  the  usual  radical  manner  to  leave  them  alone,  provided  I  could 
not  give  them  either  moral  or  financial  support.  With  all  of  the 
aggrivating  features  in  connection  with  these  local  strikes,  when  an 
official  is  met  with  such  language  I  have  thus  spoken  of,  it  cannot  help 
but  be  amusing.  Imagine,  if  you  please,  one  single  local  union  telling 
the  district  organization  what  the  miners  of  Illinois  told  the  Inter- 
national organization. 

I  have  been  confronted  with  a  large  number  of  local  strikes 
in  open  violation  of  the  provisions  of  our  contract  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  sub-district  officials,  I  have  been  able  to  get  them 
out  of  their  trouble  without  being  compelled  to  impose  the  penalties 
as  prescribed  by  our  contract,  with  the  exception  of  in  a  very  few 
instances  where  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  fine  the  committee. 
I  learned  that  these  occurrences  originated  from  the  fact  that  our  local 
unions  had  failed  to  understand  that  the  30th  clause  of  our  state 
contract  had  reinacted  the  existing  sub-district  and  local  contracts 
and  conditions  except  such  as  were  specifically  changed,  in  the  state 
contract,  and  'the  local  conditions  and  contracts  that  were  not  left 
open  or  referred  to  sub-districts  or  local  settlement  could  not  be 
changed  except  by  mutual  consent. 

It  was  difficult  to  obtain  a  mutual  consent  with  the  men  under 
the  impression  that  they  had  licked  the  operator  and  could  get  any- 
thing they  wanted,  and  the  operator  of  the  disposition  that  even  though 
he  had  been  licked,  he  had  not  been  convinced. 

This  existing  state  of  affairs  made  it  exceedingly  hard  for  an 
official  to  attempt  to  give  satisfaction. 

About  the  most  important  matter  with  which  I  had  to  deal  during 
our  contract  period,  was  the  re-adjustment  of  the  mining  rate  between 
the  machine  men  and  the  loaders  in  the  5th  and  9th  scale  districts 
and  also  the  7th  scale  district.  This  question  has  been  adjusted 
satisfactorily  with  the  exception  of  Saline  Co.,  which  was  taken  up  in 
the  regular  manner  and  the  companies  objecting  to  any  re-adjustment, 
claiming  the  machine  men  were  entitled  to  their  proportionate  share 
of  the  advance  granted  by  the  operators  after  being  unable  to  jointly 
settle  this  question. 
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The  operators  agreed  to  furnish  ub  with  the  copy  of  pay  rolls. 
We  secured  them  and  asked  the  men  to  furnish  the  men  with  their  pay 
"bulletins,  so  we  could  determine  what  was  the  proper  division,  and 
then  make  a  concrete  demand  for  the  operators  to  either  accept  or 
reject  so  we  will  know  what  position  to  take  in  order  to  obtain  the 
iDest  results. 

Another  matter  that  has  been  the  source  of  considerable  con- 
fusion has  been  on  the  account  of  the  introduction  of  the  new  ex- 
plosives in  Franklin  Co.;  in  several  instances  the  operators  have 
refused  to  comply  with  the  plain  terms  of  the  contract,  by  refusing 
to  grant  a  local  test,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  same  relative 
<;ost  between  black  powder  and  the  new  explosives. 

Where  I  have  learned  of  this  kind  of  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the 
operator,  I  have  advised  our  men  to  flatly  refuse  to  use  any  of  the 
new  explosives,  even  though  it  was  necessary  to  penalize  some  of  our 
members  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so. 

On  account  of  the  poor  work,  and  the  coal  companies  disposition 
to  impress  upon  our  minds  that  they  haven't  been  convinced,  the 
work  upon  the  part  of  the  officials  has  been  greatly  increased.  Deem- 
ing it  more  the  duty  of  the  resident  officials  to  make  recommendations 
for  the  convention's  consideration,  I  shall  refrain  from  submitting 
recommendations  for  your  action. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  say  that  my  privilege  of  being  an  official 
for  the  past  year  has  been  somewhat  gratifying  to  me,  especially  when 
I  think  of  the  achievements  of  our  organization  and  that  is  that  our 
district  gained  more  in  the  way  of  wages  and  conditions,  than  any 
other  district  in  our  organization  has  been  able  to  gain  in  the  past 
year.  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  my  official  colleagues 
for  the  courteous  treatment  accorded  to  me.  I  have  worked  hard  dur- 
ing the  past  year  for  the  advancement  of  our  cause,  and  from  the 
fact  that  I  was  unopposed  for  re-election  I  take  it  as  an  expression  of 
appreciation  by  the  members  in  my  district  for  what  I  have  done. 
I  wish  to  thank  them  for  this  high  honor  and  earnestly  promise  that 
in  an  effort  to  return  their  compliments,  I  shall  work  unceasingly 
for  the  attainment  of  those  high  ideals  which  we  represent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAUL  J.  SMITH. 


President  Walker — It  has  been  customary  in  the  past  for  the 
President  to  appoint  the  committees.  In  the  last  two  conventions  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  serving  in  that  capacity.  There  has  been  some 
division  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  delegates  as  to  whether  they 
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should  be  appointed  or  elected.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  if  the  con- 
vention would  rather  elect  the  committees  than  have  me  make  the 
appointments  I  shall  be  glad  to  accept  your  decision  in  the  matter. 
I  want  that  matter  to  be  decided.  I  have  a  list  of  the  committees 
prepared  and  ready  to  announce.  If  you  want  me  to  make  the  ap- 
pointments 1  will  make  the  announcement.  If  you  would  rather  select 
them  yourselves  I  will  leave  it  entirely  in  your  hands. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  move  that  the  chair  appoint  the  committees  in 
the  usual  way. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

President  Walker  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following 
committees; 

Messengers — Philip  Finet,  L.  U.  320,  Westville;  John  Young,  L.  U. 
2441,  Springfield. 

Rules  and  Order  of  Business — Evan  Evans,  Westville,  111.;  Thomas 
Cooper,  Springfield,  III.;  Charles  Saleen,  Coal  City;  Hugh  Wallace,  El- 
dorado; John  Picco,  Dalzell. 

Officers'  Reports — Isaac  Edwards,  Sherrard;  George  Rosan,  Percy; 
George  Wilson,  Herrin;  Achille  Lete,  Westville;  Charles  Bennett,  La- 
Salle. 

Resolutions — John  Wachter,  Belleville;  Ivo  Weir,  Westville;  Frank 
Melvin,  Herrin;  John  Clark,  Selbytown;  John  Hunter,  Colchester. 

Constitution — J.  M.  Zimmerman,  Centralia;  John  Li.  Lewis,  Pan- 
ama; Harry  Guppy,  Bartonville;  Patrick  McDonald,  Westville;  T.  J. 
McDonald,  Christopher. 

Appeals  and  Grievances — Philip  Davis,  DuQuoin;  0.  B.  Brown, 
Georgetown;  Ben  Williams,  Taylorville;  A.  A.  Pearce,  Johnston  City; 
Fred  M.  Jones,  Marissa. 

Committee  on  Distribution — George  Helmer,  Frank  Thomas,  Fred 
Trede. 

REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Delegate  John  Lr.  Lewis,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  reported  as 
follows: 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convention  of  District 
No.  12,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America — Greetings: 
We,  your  Legislative  Committee,  submit  to  you,  and  through  you, 

to  the  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois,  the  following  report  of  our  work 

during  the  past  year: 
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Political  Action. 

In  accordance  with  the  past  political  policy  of  our  organization^ 
we  have,  in  so  far  as  we  have  been  able,  endeavored  to  use  the  influ- 
ence of  our  organization  in  assisting  the  campaigns  of  men  for  politi- 
cal officBB,  whom  we  know  are  friendly  to  the  trade  union  movement. 
To  that  end,  we  were  active  in  the  campaign  that  was  waged  last  fall 
for  the  selection  of  men  to  represent  the  various  senatorial  districts 
of  Illinois  in  the  General  Assembly. 

On  August  6th,  1910,  the  committee  held  a  meeting  in  Springfield  in 
conjunction  with  the  state  officials,  and  after  a  complete  canvas  of 
the  situation  at  that  time,  taking  into  consideration  that  we  were  in- 
volved in  a  tremendous  struggle  for  supremacy  with  the  coal  oper- 
ators of  Illinois,  and  their  allied  interests,  and  that  every  resource  of 
our  organization  was  then  needed  to  insure  a  complete  victory  for  our 
forces,  we  decided  not  to  enter  the  political  arena  before  the  primary 
elections,  or  until  we  had  won  the  strike.  After  the  expiration  of  the 
strike,  the  committee  was  called  together  and  plans  were  formulated 
tending  to  promote  the  campaigns  of  the  various  labor  candidates  for 
the  Legislature,  and  also  to  assist  such  old  members  as  were  seeking 
re-election,  and  had  shown  by  their  past  records  that  they  would  stand 
with  the  laboring  people  in  their  demand  for  remedial  legislation.  Fol- 
lowing out  these  plans,  a  number  of  circular  letters  were  sent  out  to 
our  membership,  explaining  the  political  situation,  and  asking  the  ac- 
tive support  and  co-operation  of  every  member  of  our  organization. 
Local  unions  were  requested  and  urged  to  appoint  Legislative  Com- 
mittees, whose  duty  it  would  be  to  fully  investigate  the  records  of  any 
and  all  candidates  for  the  Legislature,  and  ascertain  by  correspond- 
ence and  interviews,  their  position  towards  organized  labor  and  the  re- 
forms it  advocated.  Blank  pledges  of  fidelity  to  proposed  labor  legis- 
lation were  sent  to  each  Local  Union  with  the  request  that  candidates 
be  urged  to  sign  them.  Organized  labor  in  its  entirety  was  appealed 
to  in  each  senatorial  district  by  circular  and  personal  letters.  Bach 
local  union  of  every  craft,  affiliated  with  the  Illinois  Federation  of 
Labor,  was  asked  to  rally  to  the  support  of  the  labor  candidates.  In 
addition,  the  committee  met  with  as  many  of  the  local  unions  of  our 
organization  as  was  possible  in  the  short  length  of  time  available,  be- 
sides attending  a  number  of  public  meetings,  and  making  addresses 
on  the  same  subjects. 

The  response  made  by  the  members  of  our  organization,  during 
the  short  time  the  campaign  was  being  waged,  the  active  interest  that 
was  aroused,  and  the — in  some  cases — startling  results  of  that  ac- 
tivity, are  but  a  slight  indication  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  our 
organization  politically,  if  active  and  systematic  efforts  are  made  in 
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that  direction.  As  a  result  of  the  matter  being  forcefully  brought  to 
their  attention,  nearly  everyone  of  our  local  unions  appointed  Legis- 
lative Committees,  who  in  turn  corresponded  and  co-operated  with  the 
Legislative  Committees  of  other  local  unions  in  that  senatorial  dis- 
trict, besides  keeping  in  touch  with  the  State  Committee,  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  local  unions  of  that  district,  were  a  unit,  as  regards  to 
their  position  towards  the  various  candidates.  In  Sub-District  No.  1, 
representatives  of  the  Legislative  Committees  of  three  senatorial  dis- 
tricts, held  P  meeting  and  endorsed  legislative  candidates  for  the  three 
districts,  and  the  excellent  work  done  by  them  during  the  campaign, 
is  due  largely  to  this  spirit  of  co-operation.  Our  entire  membership 
is  deserving  of  much  credit  for  the  active  interest  taken  in  the  cam- 
paign, and  the  loyal  support  given  to  the  various  labor  candidates,  and 
to  the  efforts  of  the  committee  to  make  the  political  policies  of  our  or- 
ganization a  success.  To  this  interest,  is  due  the  fact  that  we  have 
many  friends  in  the  present  Legislature,  who  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  they  owe  their  election  and  their  position  to  the  support  given 
them  by  the  miners  of  their  several  districts.  Their  influence  exer- 
cised in  behalf  of  labor  measures  will  be  invaluable  to  the  working 
people  of  the  State,  and  will  be  a  striking  example  of  the  particular 
brand  of  reciprocity,  in  which  the  wage  earners  are  most  interested. 

Legislation. 

The  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly  is  one  in  which  we 
hope  to  secure  some  very  favorable  legislative  enactments,  directly 
affecting  the  members  of  our  craft.  The  Mining  Investigation  Com- 
mission, which  was  created  by  the  last  Legielature  to  revise  the 
mining  laws,  and  of  which  one  member  of  the  committee,  Brother 
Welsh,  is  a  member,  together  with  President  Walker  and  Secretary 
McDonald,  has  about  completed  its  work  of  revision,  and  will  soon  be 
ready  to  present  a  report  to  the  Legislature.  Many  important  changes 
from  the  old  law  have  been  made,  but  it  is  not  possible  in  this  report, 
to  give  a  full  outline  of  the  work  done.  Many  requests  have  been 
received  from  our  membership  for  copies  of  the  Commission's  Report, 
and  as  soon  as  the  report  is  made  and  printed,  we  shall  endeavor 
to  supply  each  Local  Union  with  a  number  of  copies. 

Compensation  Act. 

The  Commission  appointed  by  the  Illinois  Federation  of  Labor  to 
draft  a  Liability  and  Compensation  law,  and  upon  which  our  organiza- 
tion was  represented  by  Brother  Patrick  Carr,  have  succeeded  in  fram- 
ing a  compensatinon  act,  patterned  after  the  English  and  other  foreign 
laws,  except  that  the  compensation  asked  is  much  greater.   In  England, 
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the  maximum  amount  paid  is  $1,500 — here,  we  are  asking  $3,500.  This 
bill  does  away  with  the  "Assemption  of  Risk,"  the  "Fellow  Servant," 
and  other  defenses  of  the  employer,  and  affords  protection  to  all  work- 
ers engaged  in  mining,  railroading,  building  and  every  other  hazardous 
trade  or  calling.  To  secure  its  benefits,  one  does  not  have  to  go  to 
law,  as  it  works  automatically,  and  the  injured  worker  enjoys  immedi- 
ate relief.  The  large  amount  of  money  usually  taken  from  the  worker 
by  the  lawyer  that  handles  his  case  will  be  saved  to  the  worker,  his 
family  and  dependants. 

Under  present  conditions  in  Illinois,  the  average  amount  received 
by  a  miner's  heirs  in  case  of  death  by  accident  is  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars  ($155.00).  Under  the  proposed  compensation  act,  the 
least  that  could  be  paid  would  be  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,500.00). 
In  case  of  temporary  injury,  the  worker  is  entitled  to  receive  half  of 
his  regular  wages.  This  bill  will  be  presented  in  the  Legislature  this 
week,  and  by  courtesy  of  President  Wright,  of  the  Illinois  Federation 
of  Labor,  each  delegate  in  our  convention  will  be  presented  with  a 
copy  of  the  bill  in  its  entirety. 

Liability  Bill. 

A  Liability  Bill,  known  as  House  Bill  No.  30,  has  also  been  intro- 
duced in  the  House  by  Representative  James  Morris.  This  is  the  same 
bill  that  was  introduced  two  years  ago,  and  failed  to  pass  at  that  time. 
Since  then,  it  has  been  endorsed  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  many  labor  unions.  It  also  wipes  out  the  legal  defenses  of  the 
employer  in  personal  injury  damage  cases.  These  bills  will  be  given 
our  untiring  support. 

House  Bill  No.  31. 

An  amendment  to  the  shot  firing  act  has  also  been  introduced  in 
the  House  by  Representative  Morris,  eliminating  the  two  pounds  of 
powder  clause  of  the  present  law. 

House  Bill  No.  106. 

Representative  Scanlon  introduced  in  the  House^  a  commendable 
bill  relating  to  the  proper  distribution  to  the  widows  and  orphans,  of 
the  amount  of  money  recovered  in  the  settlement  of  death  claims. 

Qualification  Law. 

As  is  well  known  to  our  membership,  a  most  vicious  attack  upon 
the  constitutionality  of  the  Miners  Qualification  Law  was  made  by  the 
Illinois  Coal  Operators  during  the  past  year.    A  formidable  array  of 
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legal  talent  was  secured  by  them  and  a  test  case  was  carried  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  Naturally,  their  objections  to  the  act 
related  to  purely  technical  dischepancies,  and  were  not  directed  at  the 
basic  principal  of  the  law,  with  the  result  that  the  court  rendered  a 
decision,  upholding  the  act,  and  declaring  it  constitutional.  Thus 
again,  were  the  fond  hopes  of  the  operators  dashed  to  pieces  upon  the 
lee-shore  of  the  miners'  organization. 

Future  Policy. 

The  experience  gained  during  the  past  year  by  the  Committee, 
while  carrying  out  the  political  and  legislative  policies  as  hereinbefore 
outlined,  has  taught  us  to  believe  that  much  greater  results  could  be 
obtained  by  this  branch  of  our  organization,  were  the  work  more 
properly  systemized,  and  separated  from  the  executive  departments. 
The  results  obtained  under  our  present  system  of  spasmodic  activity 
in  political  and  legislative  matters,  is  but  a  criterion  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  in  this  broad  field  by  the  expenditure  of  a  little  more  time, 
and  by  the  employment  of  more  business  like  methods  in  our  work. 
In  this  respect,  we  should  follow  the  example  set  by  other  organizations 
and  societies  who  depend  for  the  success  of  their  policies  upon  public 
sentiment.  Their  departments  are  organized  and  are  at  work  the  year 
around,  and  are  thus  able  to  map  out  their  campaigns  and  thoroughly 
prepare  themselves  in  advance.  The  statistics  and  information  ob- 
tained in  this  manner  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit  and  make  for  the 
progress  of  the  organization.  To  our  minds,  the  past  year  has  demon- 
strated that  it  is  unwise  to  burden  those  who  are  in  charge  of  the  exec- 
utive work  of  the  organization  with  the  responsibility  of  directing  the 
political  and  legislative  work.  Their  time  is  so  taken  up  with  the 
duties  of  their  several  offices  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  have 
the  undestanding  and  knowledge  of  legislative  matters  that  would  be 
necessary  to  permit  them  to  wisely  direct  such  affairs.  For  these 
reasons,  your  Committee  recommends  that  in  the  future  the  Legislative 
Committee  be  authorized  to  devote  their  entire  time  to  their  work 
in  accordance  with  the  policies  outlined  by  the  organization,  and  that 
upon  them  be  placed  the  responsibility  of  directing  and  carrying  out 
such  work  as  may  be  placed  upon  their  shoulders  by  our  Annual  Con- 
ventions. Our  conventions  can  then,  in  no  uncertain  terms,  place  the 
stamp  of  approval  or  disapproval  upon  their  actions,  or  failure  to  merit 
the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  thank  the  officers  and  membership  for 
the  cordial  support  given  us  in  our  work,  and  trust  that  you  may  feel 
that  our  efforts  have  merited  that  support.    In  discharging  our  obli- 
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gations,  we  have  at  all  times  endeavored  to  do  that  which  we  felt 
would  redound  to  the  best  interest  of  our  organioation,  and  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dependants  whose  welfare  depends  upon  the 
success  or  failure  of  that  organization. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  E.  WELSH,  Chairman, 
JAMES  KELLEY,  / 
JOHN  L.  LEWIS,  Secretary,  \/ 
Legislative  Committee. 

President  Walker — If  there  are  no  objections,  the  report  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

Delegate  Thomas — I  move  that  Thursday  at  12  o'clock  be  the  time 
limit  for  the  introduction  of  resolutions.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Walker — Any  delegate  who  has  a  resolution  to  submit 
can  present  it  to  Secretary  McDonald  at  the  close  of  this  session,  or  he 
can  submit  it  directly  to  the  chairman  of  the  proper  committee. 

FINANCIAL    REPORT    OF    ADOLPH    F.    GERMER,  SECRETARY- 
TREASURER  OF  THE  WIDOWS'  AND  ORPHANS'  COMMITTEE, 
DISTRICT  NO.  12,  UNITED  MINE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA. 

iSpringfieldd,  111.,  February  21,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  District  No.  12: 
Brothers — I  submit  herewith,  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Widows' 
and  Orphans'  Committee,  my  annual  financial  report  of  all  money  re- 
ceived and  expended  for  the  period  beginning  February  1,  1910  and 
ending  January  31,  1911: 


RECEIPTS. 

Springfield  Marine  Bank,  interest    $135  00 

Fines  collected  from  miners  at  Masco utah  who 
worked  during  the  strike  on  account  of  the  dis- 
charge of  Henry  Ohl   730  OC 

One-half  of  fines  collected  at  Mine  No.  4,  Harris- 
burg  for  closing  down  the  mine  on  day  of 
funeral,  in  violation  of  contract   50  00 

Jno.  Henry  Schleper,  part  payment  of  fine  for  issu- 
ing Transfer  Card  in  violation  of  Constitution . .        20  00 


Total   '    $  935'  00 

Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1910   4,931  65 


Total   $5,866  65 


Of  The  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois 


87 


EXPENDITUEES. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Brennemanr,  Girard   $300  00 

Mrs.  Martha  Harmon,  Girard    300  03 

Mrs.  George  Ebert,  Mascoutah   300  00 

Mrs.  Mary  Egan,  Springfield    240  00 

Victor  Lecoque,  for  Katherin  Lecoque,  Pana   120  00 

Adolph  Germar,  expenses    13  70 

J.  R.  McMurdo,  E.  St.  Louis,  for  legal  services   6  00 

Total   1,279  70 

Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $4,586  95 

On  deposit  Springfield  Marine  Bank   $4,000  00 

On  deposit  Belleville  Savings  Bank   611  95 

$4,611  95 

Less  outstanding  check   25  00 


$4,586  95 

Fraternally  submitted, 

ADOLPH  GERM^JR, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  report  of  Delegate  Germer  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports. 

REPORT  OF  AUDITORS. 

Delegate  Evan  Owens,  for  the  Committee,  read  the  following  re- 
port: 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convention,  District 
No.  12,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

Brothers — ^We,  your  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the 
books  and  accounts  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Duncan  McDonald,  for  the 
last  six  months  of  the  fiscal  year,  from  August  1st,  1910,  to  February 
1st,  1911,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  for  your  considera- 
tion: 

INCOME. 

Per  capita  tax  $      30,579  12 

Assessment   675,'954  57 

Supplies   1,439  04 

Donations   :   185,929  10 

Miscellaneous   49,136  83 


Total 


$  943,038  66 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Officers'  salaries   $  10,096  68 

Officers'  expenses    8,753  25 

Field  work,  salary    81  50 

Field  work,  expenses    57  15 

Office   expenses    775  83 

Printing  and  supplies    3,909  09 

Postage  and  express    387  00 

Telephone  and  telegraph  ?   400  28 

Relief  and  aid    581,506  45 

Miscellaneous    143,432  80 


Total    $749,400  03 

RECAPITULATION. 

Balance  cash  on  hand  August  1,  1910   $146,281  44 

Received  from  August  1,  1910,  to  February  1,  1911   943,038  66 


Total   $1,089,320  10 

Expended  August  1,  1910,  to  February  1,  1911   749,400  03 


Balance  cash  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $339,920  07 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

February  1,  1910,  to  February  1,  1911. 

INCOME. 

Per  capita  tax    $52,176  87 

Assessment    92(9,377  12 

Supplies    2,471  22 

Donations    217,462  50 

Miscellaneous  -   69,643  18 


Total   $1,271,130  89 

EXPENDITURES. 

Officers'   salaries    $19,777  64 

Officers'  expenses    17,620  89 

Field  work,  salaries    27,915  50 

Field  work,  expenses    16,771  62 

Office  expenses    1,418  77 

Printing  and   supplies   8,946  61 
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Postage  and   express   864  51 

Telephone  and  telegraph   734  72 

Relief  and  aid   1,402,248  20 

Miscellaneous    153,192  87 


Total  $1,649,491)  33 

RECAPITULATION. 

Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1910   $718,280  51 

Received  February  1,  1910,  to  February  1,  1911   1,271,130  89 


Total   .$1,989,411  40 

Expended  February  1,  1910,  to  February  1,  1911   1,649,491  33 


Balance  cash  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $339,920  OT 

Balance  cash  on  hand  is  distributed  as  follows: 

Cicy  of  Danville,  bonds   $12,000  00 

City  of  Watseka,  bonds   9,200  00 

District  No.  26,  Menard  County,  bonds   5,000  OO 

State  National  Bank,  certificates  of  deposit   50,000  00 

Ridgely  National  Bank,  certificates  of  deposit   15,t300  00- 

Sangamon  Loan  &  Trust  Co.,  certificates  of  deposit   50,000  00 

Farmers'  National  Bank,  certificates  of  deposit   50,000  00 

Illinois  National  Bank,  certificates  of  deposit   50,000  OO' 

Springfield  Marine  Bank,  certificates  of  deposit   50,000  00 

Springfield  Marine  Bank,  passive  account  $     458  32 

Springfield  Marine  Bank,  active  account......   56,672  14 

  57,130  4e 


Total    $348,330  46 

Cash  Dn  hand  in  money   83  14 


Tbtal    $348,413  60 

Outstanding  checks   8,493  53 


Balance  cash  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $339,920  07 
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BANK  STATEMENTS. 

Springfield,  111.,  February  16,  1911. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hall,  Evan  Owens,  Alex  Robertson,  Auditors,  District  No. 
12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Gentlemen— This  is  to  certify  that  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
had  on  deposit  at  the  close  of  business  January  31st,  1911,  in  the  State 
Kational  Bank,  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Board,  certificates  of  de- 
posit amounting  to  $50,000.00. 

Respectfully, 

STATE  NATIONAL  BANK. 

Springfield,  111.,  February  16,  1911. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hall,  Evan  Owens,  Alex  Robertson,  Auditors^  District  No. 
12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Gentlemen — This  is  to  certify  that  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
had  on  deposit  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Board,  at  the  close  of  busi- 
ness, January  31,  1911,  in  the  Ridgely  National  Bank,  certificates  of  de- 
posit amounting  to  $15,000.00. 

Respectfully, 

RIDGEL.Y  NATIONAL  BANK. 


Springfield,  111.,  February  16,  1911. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hall,  Evan  Owens,  Alex  Robertson,  Auditors,  District  No. 
12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Gentlemen— This  is  to  certify  that  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
had  on  deposit  in  the  Sangamon  Loan  and  Trust  Co.,  at  the  close  of 
business,  January  31,  1911,  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Board,  cer- 
tificates of  deposit  amounting  to  $50,000.00. 

Respectfully, 

SANGAMON  LOAN  &  TRUST  CO. 


Springfield,  111.,  February  16,  1911. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hall,  Evan  Owens,  Alex  Robertson,  Auditors,  District  No. 
12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Gentlemen — This  is  to  certify  that  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
had  on  deposit  in  the  Farmers'  National  Bank,  in  the  name  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board,  at  the  close  of  business,  January  31,  1911,  certificates  of 
deposit  amounting  to  $50,000.00. 

Respectfully, 

THE  FARMERS'  NATIONAL  BANK. 
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Springfield,  111.,  February  16,  1911. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hall,  Evan  Owens,  Alex  Rodertson,  Auditors,  District  No. 
12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Gentlemen— This  is  to  certify  that  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
had  on  deposit  in  the  Illinois  National  Bank,  in  the  name  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board,  at  the  close  of  business,  January  31,  1911,  in  certificates  of 
deposit  amounting  to  $50,000.00. 

Respectfully, 

THE  ILLINOIS  NATIONAL  BANK. 

Springfield,  111.,  February  16,  1911. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hall,  Evan  Owens,  Alex  Robertson,  Auditors,  District  No. 
12,  U.  M.  W,  of  A. 

This  is  to  certify  that  District  No.  12,  U.  M. 
W.  of  A.,  had  on  deposit  at  the  close  of  busi- 
ness, January  31,  1911  in  the  Springfield  Ma- 
rine Bank,  in  the  name  of  Executive  Board..  $50,000  00 

Passive  account,  name  of  Board    458  32 

Active  account,  name  of  Duncan  McDonald....   56,672  14 

—   $107,130  14 

Bonds  in  safety  deposit  box,    Illinois   ;State    bank,  as 


listed  above    26,200  00 

Total   $348,330  46 

Money  on  hand    83  14 

Total    $348,413  60 

Outstanding  checks   8,493  50 

Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $339,920  07 


Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Hall, 
Evan  Owens, 
Alex.  Robertson, 
Auditors,  Dist.  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  , 

The  report  of  the  Auditors  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ofllcers'  Reports. 
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REPORTS  OF  AUDITORS  ON  WIDOWS'  AND  ORPHANS'  FUND. 

Delegate  Owens,  for  the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 

Springfield,  111.,  February  20,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Conven- 
tion, District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Brothers — We,  your  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the 
books  and  accounts  of  Adolph  Germer,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  for  six  months  ending  February  1,  1911, 
beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

RECEIPTS. 

John  Henry  Schleper,  part  payment  of  fine  for  issuing 


transfer  card  in  violation  of  the  constitution   $15.00 

Interest  on  deposit,  Springfield  Marine  Bank   67  50 


Total   $82  50 

EXPENDITURES. 

Mrs.  Martha  Harmon,  Girard   $150  00 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Brennemann,  Girard   150  00 

Mrs.  Geo.  Ebert,  Mascoutah    150  00 

Mrs.  Mary  Eagan,  Springfield    120  00 

Victor  Lecoque,  for  Katherine  Lecoque   60  00 

Adolph  Germer,  expenses    9  60 


Total    $639  60 

RECAPITULATION. 

Balance  on  hand  August  1,  1910   $5,144  05 

Received,  August  1,  1910,  to  February  1,  1911   82  50 


Total    $5,226  55 

Expended  August  1,  1910,  to  February  1,  1911   639  60 


Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $4,586  95 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Cash  receipts  for  year  ending  February  1,  1911   $  935  00 

Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1910   4,931  65 


Total   ,   $5,866  65 

Paid  out  for  relief  during  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1911   1,279  70 


Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $4,586  95 
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BANK  STATEMENTS. 

East  St.  Louis,  111.,  Feb.  9,  1911. 
Messrs.  Wm.  Hall,  Evan  Owens,  Alex.  Robertson,  Auditors 
District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Gentlemen — This  is  to  certify  that  the  books  of  the 
Belleville  Savings  Bank,  Belleville,  111.,  at  the  close  of  busi- 
ness January  31,  1911,  showed  a  credit  in  the  account  of 
the  Miners'  Benefit  Fund,  subject  to  the  order  of  Thomas  J. 
Hitchings,  Diminic  Nerone  and  Adolph  Germer,  committee, 

of   $611  95 

Respectfully, 
BELLEVILLE  SAVINGS  BANK. 

Springfield,  111.,  February  20,  1911. 
Messrs.  Wm.  Hall,  Evan  Owens,  Alex,  Robertson,  'Auditors 
District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Gentlemen — This  is  to  certify  that  there  was  to  the 
credit  of  the  Miners'  Benefit  Fund  on  our  books  at  the  close 


of  business  January  31,  1911,  the  sum  of   $4,000  00 

Yours  very  truly, 
SPRINGFIELD  MARINE  BANK. 

Total   $4,611  95 

Outstanding  check    25  00 


Total  amount  on  hand  February  1,  1911   $4,586  95 


Respectfully  submitted, 
WM.  HALL, 
EVAN  OWENS, 
ALEX.  ROBERTSON, 
Auditors,  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

The  report  of  the  Auditors  on  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 


REPORTS  OF  TELLERS. 

Delegate  Jarrard  presided  during  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the 
Tellers. 

Delegate  McDonald,  of  Spring  Valley,  read  the  report  of  the 
Tellers,  as  follows: 
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Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  21,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Conven- 
tion, District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Pursuant  to  "the  constitution  we,  the  State  Tellers  canvassed  the 
nomination  returns  at  the  State  office,  October  21,  1910,  and  found  said 
returns  properly  signed  and  sealed.  The  result  of  the  official  count  of 
the  nominations,  is  as  follows: 

NOMINATIONS. 


For  International  Executive  Board  Member: 

Frank  Farrington,  Streator,  111   145 

Peter  McCall,  Glen  Carbon    20 

Joseph  Pope,  Belleville   11 

For  District  President: 

John  H.  Walker,  Danville    231 

For  Vice-President: 

Groce  Lawrence,  rierrin,  111   18" 

Wm.  Shears,  Virden,  111   3 

For  Secretary-Treasurer: 

Duncan  McDonald,  La  Salle   226 

For  Board  Member,  District  No.  1: 

Robert  Osborne,  Coal  City    20 

James  Shaw,  Coal  City    2 

For  Board  Member,  District  No.  2: 

Geo.  Helmer,  Seatonville    11 

Arthur  Shields,  Spring  Valley   5 

For  Board  Member,  District  No.  3: 

James  Lord,  Farmington    10 

For  Board  Member,  District  No.  4: 

Bernard  Murphy,  Pana   9 

John  Stine,  Danville    6 

James  Haynes,  Pana    3 

Wm.  Topham,  Westville    3 

Archie  Thompson,  Westville    4 

For  Board  Member,  District  No.  5: 

Dan  Clark,  Springfield,  111   35 

For  Board  Member,  District  No.  6: 

Mose  Johnson,  Troy    12 

John  Wachter,  Belleville    11 

Dave  Wilson,  O'Fallon   6 
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For  Board  Member,  District  No.  7 : 

Paul  J.  Smith,  Marion   32 

For  Auditor: 

Wm.  Hall,  Springfield   46 

Evan  Owens,  Bellyville    26 

Dan  McDonald,  Spring  Valley   IT 

Alex  Robertson,  Murphysboro    9 

Dave  Carter,  Brace ville   8 

Wm.  T.  Berry,  Livingston    S 

J.  H.  Pitman,  Carrier  Mills    7 

P.  J.  Farmer,  Ladd    5^ 

Albert  Vincent,  Virden    5 

Richard  Pears,  Sherrard   5 

John  A.  Tuttle,  Harrisburg    3 

Josepu  Becker,  Riverton    3 

John  Noverio,  Oberry    3 

Wm.  Govan,  Mt.  Olive    3 

Ed.  Dobbins,  Marissa   3 

F.  W.  Dingersen,  Mt.  Olive   3 

Archie  Frew,  Oglesby   3 

DAN  MCDONALD, 
P.  J.  FARMER, 
H.  R.  WILKER. 


OFFICIAL  TALLY  LIST 

For  Election  of  "Officers  in  District  No.  12,  United  Mine  Workers  of 

America. 

For  International  Executive  Board  Member: 
Frank  Farrington,  Streator,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  2,750;  Dist.  2,  2,417;  Dist.  3,  2,598;  Dist.  4,  3,491; 

Dist.  5,  5,841;  Dist.  6,  2,418;  Dist.  7,  7,608;  total   27,123 

Peter  McCall,  Glen  Carbon,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  817;  Dist.  2,  722;  Dist.  3,  838;  Dist.  4,  1,531;  Dist. 

5,  2,935;  Dist.  6,  4,381;  Dist.  7,  3,639;  total   14,863 

Joseph  Pope,  Belleville,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  556;  Dist.  2,  453;  Dist.  3,  851;  Dist.  4,  1,495;  Dist. 

5,  3,024;  Dist.  6,  5,052;  Dist.  7,  4,946;  total   16,377 

For  President: 
John  H.  Walker,  Danville,  111.: 
Dist.  1,  3,666;  Dist.  2,  3,037;  Dist.  3,  3,946;  Dist.  4,  5,610; 

Dist.  5,  10,482;  Dist.  6,  10,646;  Dist.  7,  15.026;  total   52,413 
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For  Vice  President: 

Groce  Lawrence,  Herrin,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  2,209;  Dist.  2,  2,247;  Dist.  3,  2,096;  Dist.  4,  3,327; 

Dist.  5,  5,022;  Dist.  6,  6,014;  Dist.  7,  11,125;  total   32,171 

Wm.  Shears,  Virden,  111.: 
Dist.  1,648;  Dist.  2,  1,217;  Dist.  3,  2,061;  Dist.  4,  2,838; 

Dist.  5,  6,378;  Dist.  6,  5,335;  Dist.  7,  4,708;  total   24,185 

For  Secretary-Treasurer : 

Duncan  McDonald,  LaSalle,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  3,424;  Dist.  2,  2,832;  Dist.  3,  3,761;  Dist.  4,  5,311; 
Dist.  5,  9,976;  Dist.  6,  9,964;  Dist.  7,  13,924;  total   49,192 

For  State  Executive  Board  Member,  District  No.  1: 

Robert  Osborne,  Coal  City,  111   2681 

James  M.  Shaw,  Coal  City,  111   1277 

For  State  Executive  Board  Member,  District  No.  2: 

George  Helmer,  Seatonville,  111   2160 

Arthur  Shields,  Spring  Valley,  111   1749 

For  State  Executive  Board  Member,  District  No.  3: 

James  Lord,  Farmington,  111   3694 

For  State  Executive  Board  Member,  District  No.  4: 

Bernard  Murphy,  Pana,  111   2412 

John  M.  Stine,  Danville,  111   1339 

Archie  Thompson,  Westville,  111   780 

Wm.  Topham,  Westville,  111   702 

James  Haynes,  Pana,  111   1082 

For  State  Executive  Board  Member,  District  No.  5: 

Dan  Clark,  Springfield,  111   9952 

For  State  Executive  Board  Member,  District  No.  6: 

Mose  Johnson,  Troy,  111   3469 

John  Wachter,  Belleville,  111   4451 

David  Wilson,  O'Fallon,  111   2892 

For  State  Executive  Board  Member,  District  No.  7 : 

Paul  J.  Smith,  Marion,  111.   13,110 


For  Auditors: 

Wm.  Hall,  Sipringfield,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  2,004;  Dist.  2,  1,436;  Dist.  3,  2,423;  Dist.  4,  3,253;  Dist  5, 
6,531;  Dist.  6,  4,582;  Dist  7,  7,239;  total,  30,149. 
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Evan  Owens,  Belleville,  111.: 

Dlst.  1,  962;  Dist.  2,  581;  Dist.  3,  1,221;  Dist.  4,  1,945;  Dist.  5, 
2,710;  Dist.  6,  3,971;  Dist.  7,  5,554;  total,  16,944. 
Dan  McDonald,  Spring  Valley,  111.: 

Dist,  1,  1,904;  Dist.  2,  1,909;  Dist.  3,  1,911;  Dist.  4,  2,740;  Dist.  5, 
4,  611;  Dist.  6,  3,850;  Dist.  7,  5,742;  total,  22,667. 

Alex.  Robertson,  Murphysboro,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  386;  Dist.  2,  348;  Dist.  3,  493;  Dist.  4,  836;  Dist.  5,  1,055; 
Dist.  6,  1,610;  Dist.  7,  4,969;  total,  9,697. 

David  Carter,  Braceville,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  1,210;  Dist.  2,  551;  Dist.  3,  760;  Dist.  4,  962;  Dist.  5,  1,521; 
Dist.  6,  1,328;  Dist.  7,  2,024;;  total  8,356. 

Wm.  T.  Berry,  Livingston,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  315;  Dist.  2,  308;  Dist,  3,  604;  Dist.  4,  988;  Dist.  5,  1,862; 
Dist.  6,  2,447;  Dist.  7,  1,640;  total,  8,164. 

J.  H.  Pitman,  Carrier  Mills,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  236;  Dist.  2,  194;  Dist.  3,  394;  Dist.  4,  696;  Dlst.  5,  686; 
Dist.  6.  926;  Dist.  7,  3,882;  total,  7,013. 

P.  J.  Farmer,  Lad,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  948;  Dist.  2,  1,119;  Dist.  3,  817;  Dist.  4,  941;  Dist.  5,  1,417; 
Dist.  6,  1,155;  Dist.  7,  1,573;  total,  7,970. 


Albert  Vincent,  Virden,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  411;  Dist.  2,  384;  Dist.  3,  547;  Dist.  4,  1,042;  Dist. 

5,  2,982;  Dist.  6,  2,028;  Dist.  7,  1,959;  total    9,353 

Richard  Pears,  Sherrard,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  186;  Dist,  2,  522;  Dist.  3,  739;  Dist.  4,  423;  Dist.  5, 
567;  Dist.  6,  599;  Dist.  7,  869;  total   3,905 

John  A,  Tuttle,  Harrlsburg,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  162;  Dist.  2,  182;  Dist.  3,  335;  Dist.  4,  643;  Dist.  5, 
731;  Dist.  6,  911;  Dist.  7,  4,896;  total   7,860 

Jos.  Becker,  Riverton,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  172;  Dist.  2,  244;  Dist.  3,  386;  Dist.  4,  618;  Dist.  5, 
2,045;  Dist.  6,  765;  Dist.  7,  803;  total   5,032 

John  Noverio,  Cherry,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  695;  Dist.  2,  961;  Dist.  3,  778;  Dist.  4,  946;  Dist.  5, 

1,210;  Dist.  6,  1,536;  Dist.  7,  1,872;  total   7,998 

Wm.  Govan,  Mt.  Olive,  111.: 
Dist.  1,  74;  Dist.  2,  173;  Dist.  3,  198;  Dist.  4,  386;  Dist.  5, 

1,736;  Dist.  6,  1,709;  Dist.  7,  702;  total   4.978 


Minutes  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 


Ed.  Dobbins,  Marissa,  111.; 

Dist.  1,  121;  Dist.  2,  110;  Dist.  3,  214;  Dist.  4,  334;  Dist.  5, 

937;  Dist.  6,  1,551;  Dist.  7,  2,144;  total   5,411 

F.  W.  Dingerson,  Mt.  Olive,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  67;  Dist.  2,  71;  Dist.  3,  160;  Dist.  4,  357;  Dist.  5, 

1,283;  Dist.  6,  1,518;  Dist.  7,  490;  total   3,946- 

Archie  Frew,  Oglesby,  111.: 

Dist.  1,  1,188;  Dist.  2,  626;  Dist.  3,  467;  Dist.  4,  689;  Dist. 
5,  1,149;  Dist.  6,  679;  Dist.  7,  852;  total   5.650- 

The  Tellers  announced  the  following  as  the  successful  candidates: 

International  Executive  Board  Member,  Frank  Farrington, 
Streator,  111. 

District  President,  John  H.  Walker,  Danville,  111. 
Vice  President,  Groce  Lawrence,  Herrin,  111. 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Duncan  McDonald,  LaSalle,  111. 

EXECUTIVE  BOARD  MEMBERS. 

District  1,  Robert  Osborne,  Coal  City,  111. 
District  2,  George  Helmer,  Seatonville,  111. 
District  3,  James  Lord,  Farmington,  111. 
District  4,  Bernard  Murphy,  Pana,  111. 
District  5,  Daniel  Clark,  Springfield,  111. 
District  6,  John  Wachter,  Belleville,  111. 
District  7,  Paul  J.  Smith,  Marion,  111. 

AUDITORS. 

William  Hall,  Springfield,  111. 

Evan  Owens,  Belleville,  111. 

Daniel  McDonald,  Spring  Valley,  111. 

Alternates:  Alex.  Robertson,  Murphysboro;  David  Carter,  Brace- 
ville;  Albert  Vincent,  Virden. 

Signed  by  the  Tellers. 

DAN  Mcdonald, 

P.  J.  FARMER, 
H.  R.  WILKER. 

Delegate  King  (B) — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Tellers  be  re- 
ceived and  the  candidates  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  be 
declared  elected.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 


President  Walker  in  the  chair. 
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Delegate  Jarrard  asked  the  privilege  of  the  floor,  and  stated  that 
the  colored  members  of  the  organization  in  DuQuoin  had  built  a  church 
upon  which  there  was  an  indebtedness,  and  requested  that  a  collection 
be  taken  up  in  the  convention  to  assist  them  in  paying  it  off. 

Delegate  Plaaus  moved  that  Delegate  Jarrard  be  given  the  privilege 
of  having  the  collection  taken  up  in  the  convention.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

Delegate  Jarrard,  Delegate  Flaaus  of  DuQuoin,  Delegate  Cooper, 
Johnson  City,  and  Delegate  Froner  of  DuQuoin,  took  up  the  collection, 
which  amounted  to  $12.58. 

President  'Walker — Tomorrow  is  Washington's  birthday.  Some  of 
the  delegates  are  opposed  to  holding  a  session  tomorrow;  others  desire 
to  have  the  convention  remain  in  session. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  the  convention  adjourn  to  9  o'clock 
Thursday  morning.  (Seconded.) 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  un- 
til Thursday  morning  be  laid  upon  the  table.  (Carried.) 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and 
the  convention  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  Wednesday  morning. 

An  amendment  was  offered  that  the  convention  adjourn  to  10:30 
Wednesday  morning. 

On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  carried,  and  at  4:15  the  con- 
vention was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Wednesday, 
February  22nd. 
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WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  22. 


SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Wednesday, 
February  22,  President  John  H.  Walker  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.),  for  the  Committee,  reported  as  follows: 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 
of  District  No  12: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Rules  and  Order  of  Business,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  for  your  consideration: 

First — The  convention  shall  be  called  to  order  at  9:00  a.  m.  and 
adjourn  at  12:00  m.;  reconvene  at  1:30  p.  m.  and  adjourn  at  5:00  p.  m. 

Second — No  member  of  the  convention  shall  speak  more  than 
once  on  the  same  question  until  all  who  have  desired  to  speak  shall 
have  been  heard.  (Speeches  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes,  and  no  one 
shall  be  allowed  the  floor  more  than  twice  except  by  consent  of  the 
majority. 

Third — The  roll  of  delegates  shall  not  be  called  on  any  question 
except  upon  request  of  twenty-five  or  more  delegates. 

Fourth — ^Any  member  of  the  convention  appearing  on  the  floor  in 
such  manner  as  to  annoy  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  shall  be 
reprimanded  by  the  chair  for  the  first  offense,  and  for  the  second  shall 
be  expelled  from  the  convention  and  his  conduct  reported  to  his  con- 
stitutents  by  the  District  Secretary. 

Fifth — This  convention  shall  be  governed  by  Cushing's  Manual, 
with  the  exception  that  when  a  motion  is  made  to  table  questions  with 
amendments  appended  the  motion  to  table  shall  first  apply  to  the 
amendment  or  amendments,  and  shall  require  a  motion  to  table  the 
original. 

Order  of  Business. 

1.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials. 
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3.  Report  of  Officers. 

4.  Report  of  Auditing  Committee, 
0.    Report  of  Tellers. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Constitution. 

10.  Report  of  Transportation  Committee. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances. 

12.  Report  of  Legislative  Committee. 

13.  Miscellaneous  Business. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  EVAN  EVANS, 

CHAS.  SHALEEN, 
THOS.  COOPER, 
HUGH  WALLACE, 
JOHN  PICCO. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  move  to  amend  by  providing  that  we 
adjourn  at  4:00  o'clock  p.  m.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — I  move  that  we  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on 
the  table.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Dougal — I  move  to"  amend  by. providing  that  fifty  delegates 
be  required  to  demand  a  roll  call  instead  of  twenty-five.  (Seconded.) 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon 
the  table.  The  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  102  in  the  affirmative 
to  74  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Germer — I  have  a  resolution  I  desire  to  present  to  the 
convention  this  morning.  I  think  it  should  have  immediate  action. 
I  would  like  the  consent  of  the  convention  to  present  it. 

President  Walker — Read  the  resolution  and  the  convention  will 
decide. 

Delegate  Germer  read  a  resolution  in  regard  to  favoring  an  amend- 
ment to  the  (Constitution  of  Illinois  providing  for  the  initiative  and 
referendum. 

On  motion  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions with  instructions  to  bring  in  an  immediate  report. 


102 


Minutes  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 


Delegate  Wachter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
asked  for  a  meeting  of  the  committee  to  consider  the  resolution. 

President  Walker — Unless  there  are  objections  the  chair  will 
appoint  the  Credentials  Committee  to  act  as  the  Transportation  Com- 
mittee for  this  convention.    Hearing  no  objections,  it  is  so  ordered. 

SUPPLEMENTAL   REPORT  OF  THE   COMMITTEE   ON  CREDEN- 
TIALS. , 

Delegate  Hall,  for  the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 

We  have  a  report  to  make  on  the  contests  of  the  delegates  from 
Farmersville.  After  hearing  evidence  the  committee  submits  the 
following  report: 

"Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  21,  1911. 
"To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Anrual  Conven- 
tion, U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

"We,  your  Credential  Committee,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report  on  protest  to  seat  Delegate  Rucker,  of  Local  Union  2416,  Farmers- 
ville: 

"We  find  from  evidence  produced  that  Brother  Rucker  was  taken 
into  Local  Union  No.  2416  by  initiation  in  October,  1910,  and  according 
to  the  constitution,  Article  V,  Section  3,  which  reads  as  follows: 
'That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  representative  who  is  not  a 
miner  or  mine  laborer  or  employed  by  the  organization,  and  is  a  bona 
fide  member  of  a  local  uniofi  in  the  district  for  at  least  six  months 
prior  to  his  election,'  therefore  we  recommend  that  Brother  Rucker  be 
not  seated  as  a  delegate,  and  that  Brother  Thomas  Gallagher,  alternate, 
whose  name  appears  on  credentials,  be  given  a  seat  in  this  convention 

"Yours  respectfully, 

WM.  HALL, 
EVAN  OWENS, 
ALEX.  ROBERTSON, 
Credentials  Committee." 

Delegate  Stroud — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

President  Lewis — Brother  Rucker  is  here  in  the  convention.  He 
has  not  been  seated,  but  as  his  credential  is  questioned,  if  there  are 
no  objections  he  will  be  given  a  hearing. 

Delegate  Rucker — My  seat  is  contested  by  members  of  my  local 
union,  principally  Brother  Gallagher  and  Brother  Quigley.  Are  either 
of  them  in  'the  hall?    I  would  like  to  have  some  other  members  here 
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to  appear  befoi-e  the  convention.  I  would  like  to  have  the  sub-district 
president  state  the  case. 

Delegate  Shaw  (J.) — I  was  called  to  Farmersville  Saturday  on 
matters  concerning  the  constitution.  This  local  in  question  is  one 
that  violates  the  constitution  every  day  if  it  is  possible  for  them  to 
do  so.  There  is  a  man  in  the  penitentiary  today  who,  if  this  local  had 
lived  up  to  the  constitution,  probably  would  not  have  stolen  the  money 
he  did. 

A  delegate  arose  to  a  point  of  order  and  stated  that  Delegate 
Shaw  was  discussing  the  local  union  and  not  the  seating  of  the  dele- 
gates. 

President  Walker — Delegate  Shaw  is  using  the  argument  that  the 
local  union  that  sent  Brother  Rucker  here  constantly  violates  the  con- 
stitution of  our  organization.  I  believe  he  is  citing  this  as  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Shaw  (J.) — I  cite  that  to  show  that  this  local  union  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  violating  the  constitution,  Saturday  I  was  called 
upon  to  decide  a  case  under  the  constitution.  A  man  from  Pekin  came 
to  that  local  union  who  claimed  that  he  had  lost  his  card.  The  com- 
mittee signed  him  up  for  ten  dollars.  About  four  months  later  he  pro- 
Qued  a  card  that  was  in  arrears.  Brother  Gallagher  protested  against 
the  local  accepting  the  card.  As  soon  as  Brother  Gallagher  left  the 
hall  that  local  made  a  motion  to  refund  the  ten  dollars  and  accept  a 
caM  which  was  no  good. 

The  question  came  up  in  regard  to  Brother  Rucker.  The  question 
was  asked  if  he  was  eligible  to  be  a  delegate  to  that  convention.  At 
the  time  Brother  Rucker  was  elected  the  financial  secretary  could  not 
make  a  statement  in  regard  to  how  long  he  had  belonged  to  the  or- 
ganization, I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  understood  by  Brother 
Brown  and  Brother  Rucker  or  not,  but  he  could  not  give  that  state- 
ment. Before  the  time  Brother  Rucker  was  elected  they  found  out 
he  was  a  member  for  only  three  months  and  a  half.  Brother  Gal- 
lagher protested.  I  advised  the  local  to  call  a  special  meeting  Satur- 
day and  elect  a  delegate  to  this  convention  who  would  be  eligible.  I 
decided  that  Brother  Rucker  would  not  be  an  eligible  representative. 
When  I  was  leaving  for  home  I  met  the  financial  secretary.  He  asked 
about  the  dispute.  I  said  under  the  constitution  I  could  not  decide 
otherwise  than  I  had.  He  said,  'T  will  go  to  that  meeting,  and  I  will 
move  that  we  adjourn  and  take  no  action."  I  have  a  letter  from 
Brother  Gallagher  and  a  letter  from  another  member  of  the  local 
union  who  has  tried  to  live  up  to  the  constitution.  They  have  also 
tried  to  make  the  local  union  live  up  to  the  constitution.    I  read  the 
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letter  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  Is  this  local  going  to  be  al- 
lowed to  violate  the  constitution  every  day?  If  they  get  away  with 
this  they  will  try  to  run  something  else  over  that  is  contrary  to  the 
constituion. 

Delegate  Hall — I  would  like  to  have  Brother  Shaw  read  the  let- 
ter.   I  have  a  letter  here  from  the  local  union  which  I  will  read. 

Delegate  Shaw — Does  the  convention  wish  to  hear  the  letter? 

The  sentiment  of  the  convention  was  in  favor  of  having  the  letter 
read,  and  Delegate  Shaw  read  the  following: 

' '  Farmersville,  111.,  Feb.  20,  1911. 

*'Mr.  James  Shaw,  Virden,  111. 

'•'Dear  Sir  and  Brother — I  thought  I  would  send  you  a  few  lines  to 
let  you  know  how  things  went  at  special  meeting.  Well,  James,  the  in- 
surgents were  there  in  force  and  wanted  to  know  the  reason  for  calling 
the  special  meeting,  and  the  President  tried  to  tell  them  that  you  were  re- 
sponsible for  it,  so  I  took  the  floor  and  stated  the  case  just  as  it  was.  I 
told  them  that  you  were  not  responsible  for  the  meeting  being  called.  I 
told  them  that  you  told  Simpson  that  if  Eucker  was  not  a  member  of  the 
organization  for  6  months  prior  to  his  election  as  delegate  that  he  was  not 
eligible  to  act  as  a  delegate;  that  your  advice  would  be  for  them  to  call  a 
special  meeting  and  they  could  recall  the  delegate  as  long  as  his  election 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  constitution,  and  then  that  they  could  elect 
another  if  they  wished  the  local  to  be  represented.  So  then  we  were  told 
that  it  was  none  of  your  business  who  they  elected,  that  they  had  the  right 
to  say  who  was  to  represent  them  and  that  they  had  already  elected  him 
and  that  they  would  not  elect  any  one  else.  So  then  I  served  notice  on  them 
that  his  seat  would  be  contested  on  constitutional  grounds.  So  then  they 
elected  Londrigan  as  an  alternate  to  take  his  seat  providing  that  he  was 
unseated.  Now  James  Eucker  started  to  work  here  on  the  last  half  of 
September  and  as  he  did  not  have  the  money  to  pay  the  first  $5.00  the 
committee  signed  him  up  for  $5.00  to  be  stopped  off  the  last  half  of  Sep- 
tember and  $5.00  off  the  first  half  of  October,  so  the  L.  U.  did  not  get  his 
fees  for  the  last  half  of  October  until  the  30th  of  that  month,  and  as  the 
local  union  only  meets  twice  a  month,  the  first  and  third  Monday  night 
each  month,  he  was  given  the  obligation  the  first  Monday  night  in  Novem- 
ber. So  now  this  is  the  correct  account  of  the  matter.  I  told  Wm.  Quigley, 
but  he  did  not  get  the  correct  dates,  which  he  sent  you.  You  can  see  by 
this  when  you  compare  them.  James,  those  fellows  are  going  to  send  a 
letter  to  the  convention  asking  the  delegates  to  seat  Eucker  as  he  is  the 
choice  of  the  local  union,  as  they  want  him  to  represent  them  .  Quigley  re- 
fused to  write  the  letter  for  them  and  Brown  and  Londrigan  will  be  the 
composers  of  the  letter,  and  as  Brown  has  got  the  seal  of  the  local  union 
and  of  course  they  will  use  it  to  their  heart's  content. 
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"No^Y,  James,  you  fight  this  case  to  a  finish  for  this  is  only  a  start 
for  them  and  if  they  are  not  turned  down  they  will  do  as  they  please 
after  that. 

''Now,  if  you  need  any  evidence  more  than  what  is  in  this  letter  and 
what  you  heard  when  over  here  you  can  send  for  Qiiigley  and  myself  and 
we  will  come  any  time  you  want  us  to  meet  you  or  any  one  else  concerned. 

EespeetfuUy  yours, 

THOS.  GALLAGHER, 
Farmersville,  111.,  Box  67. ' ' 

President  Walker — If  there  are  no  objections,  Brother  Rucker 
will  have  the  floor  again. 

Delegate  Rucker — I  belonged  to  Local  2416  for  the  last  two  years. 
I  went  there  last  summer  a  year  ago.  Along  in  the  winter  time  or 
about  Thanksgiving  I  went  into  the  saloon  business  with  A.  W.  Brown. 
I  was  in  there  about  four  months.  When  the  suspension  came  on  I 
went  West  to  the  Coast.  I  came  back  after  the  suspension  and  paid 
my  ten  dollars  initiation  fee  into  the  same  local.  Brother  Gallagher 
and  a  man  named  Smith  ran  against  me  for  delegate.  I  got  a  ma- 
jority over  the  two  on  the  first  ballot.  That  is  how  I  stand  in  the 
local.  I  defy  any  man  in  this  state  to  show  that  J.  W.  Brown  ever 
used  the  seal  wrongfully.  I  defy  anyone  to  point  a  finger  at  me  as 
a  crooked  union  man  in  this  state  or  any  other  state. 

Mr.  Gallagher  and  Mr.  Quigley  have  made  false  statements  against 
me.  Brother  Shaw  has  had  only  one  side  of  the  case.  I  want  to  speak 
about  the  man  who  is  in  the  penitentiary.  The  Local  Union  was  in- 
structed to  put  that  man  under  bond.  Brother  Gallagher  was  on  the 
pit  committee,  but  they  let  the  man  get  away  with  the  money.  They 
were  insructed  to  put  the  man  under  bond,  but  they  neglected  to  do  it. 

That  is  my  case.  I  will  leave  it  to  this  convention.  Whatever 
you  say  will  go  with  me. 

Delegate  Hall — I  have  a  letter  that  was  receive  Monday  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  local  union  in  question.    It  is  as  follows: 

"Farmersville,  111.,  Feb.  19,  1911. 

"Mr.  Duncan  McDonald: 

•'Dear  Sir  and  Brother — At  last  regular  meeting  we  elected  Bro, 
A.  L.  Rucker  as  a  delegate  to  the  state  convention  by  a  majority  of 
the  votes  of  this  Local  Union  over  the  other  two  candidates  in  the 
first  ballot,  and  there  wasn't  any  objections  raised  to  his  election  at 
that  time.  Therefore,  he  was  given  the  credentials  and  today  Brother 
Shaw  was  over  here  and  Brother  Gallagher  raised  objection  to  his 
election  on  account  of  him  not  being  a  member  of  the  local  union  lon^ 
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enough  and  Brother  Shaw  advised  them  to  call  a  special  meeting  and 
the  question  was  discussed  and  it  is  claimed  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  ever  since  it  was  first  organized  and  he 
has  a  good  clear  record  all  the  way  through  the  organization  as  far 
as  we  can  find.  He  deposited  his  card  in  Local  Union  No.  2416  in  Sep- 
tember, 1908,  and  was  a  member  of  Local  Union  No.  2416  until  De- 
cember, 1909,  and  he  didn't  work  in  the  mines  any  more  until  October, 
1910,  when  be  was  reinstated  back  in  Local  Union  No.  2416,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  this  Local  Union  «ince  that  time.  Therefore,  it 
was  proven  in  last  National  convention  that  in  case  of  a  contest  that 
the  delegates  had  the  right  to  say  who  should  be  seated  as  a  dele- 
gate. Therefore,  at  the  special  meeting  they  voted  about  80  or  90 
per  cent  to  send  in  a  letter  to  the  convention  with  the  seal  attached, 
asking  of  the  delegates  of  the  convention  to  seat  A.  L.  Rucker  to  rep- 
resent our  Local  Union  No.  2416  in  case  there  is  any  contest  against 
Bro.  Rucker.  Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  BROWN,  Fin.  Sec." 

(SEAL.) 

Delegate  Cooper — I  would  like  to  amend  the  motion  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee  by  providing  that  Brother  Rucker  be  given 
a  seat  in  this  convention.  (Seconded.) 

A  motion  was  made  that  Mr.  Gallagher  and  Mr.  Quigley  be 
heard. 

President  Walker — If  they  are  in  the  hall  I  presume  they  will  be 
given  a  hearing  if  they  desire  to  speak.  The  motion  of  Brother  Cooper 
is  a  negative  motion,  it  would  mean  the  defeat  of  the  purpose  of  the 
motion,  and  is  not  in  order  at  this  time.  Is  Mr.  Gallagher  or  Mr. 
•Quigley  in  the  hall? 

Delegate  Shaw — No,  but  I  can  have  them  here  tomorrow.  ' 

President  Walker — There  is  no  feeling  on  my  part  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Brother  Rucker  has  undoubtedly  been  elected  by  a  majority 
of  the  m-embers  of  the  local  union,  but  here  is  what  the  district  consti- 
tution says  in  regard  to  this  matter: 

"Section  3.  Representatives  to  district  conventions  shall  consist 
of  delegates  elected  directly  from  local  union  and  the  district  executive 
officers  and  legislative  committee.  Delegates  elected  directly  from  the 
local  union  shall  have  one  vote  for  100  members  or  less  and  an  ad- 
dition vote  for  each  100  members  or  majority  fraction  thereof,  but  no 
representative  shall  have  more  than  five  votes  and  no  person  shall  be 
eligible  as  representative  who  is  not  a  miner  or  a  mine  laborer  or 
employed  by  the  organization  and  is  a  bona  fide  member  of  a  local  union 
in  the  district  for  at  least  six  months  prior  to  his  election." 
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That  is  the  constitution  that  has  been  adopted  by  our  convention 
in  the  past,  as  I  understand,  as  a  result  of  some  men  making  a  subter- 
fuge of  working  a  few  days  in  the  mines  in  order  to  make  themselves 
eligible  to  represent  the  local  unions.  If  Brother  Rucker  is  seated  as 
a  delegate  he  will  be  seated  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  that  is  sup^ 
posed  to  govern  our  organization  until  the  first  of  April.  However, 
this  is  a  constitutional  convention,  and  if  you  feel  that  setting  an 
example  of  this  kind  will  not  work  out  to  the  detriment  of  the  organ- 
ization you  have  a  right  to  do  as  you  please  in  the  matter.  Are  there 
any  further  remarks? 

Delegate  Crider — I  move  that  Brother  Rucker  be  not  seated. 

President  Walker — That  is  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Schilling — What  is  the  use  of  a  constitution  if  we  do  not 
live  up  to  it?  I  believe  when  we  adopt  a  constitution  we  should  live 
up  to  it. 

A  Delegate — Do  I  understand  that  he  paid  an  initiation  fee  to  the 
local  and  came  in  as  a  new  member? 

President  Walker — Yes. 

A  Delegate — When  was  that? 

Delegate  Hall — W^ithin  three  months  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
laid  over  until  Brother  Gallagher  and  Grother  Quigley  can  be  heard. 

President  Walker — They  are  not  here,  and  no  more  light  can  be 
thrown  on  the  matter  from  a  constitutional  point  of  view.  There  ia 
no  question  at  all  as  to  what  the  local  did. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried  with 
but  one  dissenting  vote. 

Delegate  Hall — I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  delegate  from  Local  1449 
is  in  the  hall?  If  he  is,  I  desire  to  see  him  immediately  in  regard  to 
our  report.  We  want  to  complete  our  report  as  quickly  as  possible. 
I  understand  he  is  present,  but  we  have  not  received  his  credential. 
This  completes  the  report  of  the  committee  for  the  present. 

President  Walker — I  have  here  a  credentiall  from  the  Bakery  an  J 
Confectionery  Workers'  International  Union  of  America.  It  is  brought 
here  by  Mr.  Peter  Beisel,  a  member  of  the  General  Executive  Board  of 
that  organization.  I  understand  he  would  like  to  address  the  meeting 
briefly  this  morning.  If  there  are  no  objections.  Brother  Beisel  will  be 
given  the  privilege  of  addressing  the  convention. 
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I  desire  to  introduce  to  you  Mr.  Peter  Beisel,  a  member  of  the 
General  Executive  Board  of  the  Bakery  and  Confectionery  Workers' 
International  Union,  who  wishes  to  bring  to  our  attention  conditions 
in  the  southern  part  of  our  state  as  they  affect  his  organization. 

Mr.  Peter  Beisel — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Workers:  I  am  glad 
to  be  here  this  morning  before  members  of  an  organization  who  know 
what  trades  unionism  means.  I  am  glad  to  see  such  a  large  attendance, 
and  I  hope  when  I  get  through  with  my  few  remarks  you  will  be  in 
position  to  help  our  organization  in  your  home  towns,  where  we  desire 
to  organize  the  bakers  better  in  the  future  than  they  have  been  organ- 
ized in  the  past. 

The  Bakery  and  Confectionery  Workers'  for  the  past  two  or  thre'i 
years  have  been  waking  up  to  a  realization  that  the  only  salvation  for 
them  is  to  join  hands  and  fight  the  battles  as  one  body.  It  is  true 
our  International  organization  was  formed  twenty-five  years  ago  last 
January,  and  if  you  will  look  back  over  the  past  and  see  what  hns 
been  accomplished  in  those  tv»^enty-five  years  it  may  seem  discouraging; 
but  nevertheless  we  have  had  an  International  in  the  last  three  years 
that  has  been  able  to  make  satisfactory  progress.  I  believe  if  the 
organization  keeps  on  working  as  it  has  in  the  last  three  years  it  will 
not  take  twenty-five  years  more  to  get  all  the  bakery  workers  in  our 
country  organized. 

Every  man  in  the  labor  movement  will  realize  that  organizations 
are  largely  due  to  the  efforts  and  to  the  work  of  their  own  members; 
but  when  it  comes  to  a  matter  of  support  and  assistance  we  must 
largely  depend  upon  the  members  of  the  movement  in  general.  We 
have  a  union  label  that  depends  for  its  success  upon  the  support  of  other 
workers.  The  more  demand  there  is  for  that  label  the  easier  it  will 
be  to  organize  our  craft.  We  find  cities  and  towns  where  there  is  not 
a  loaf  of  bread  bearing  the  union  label.  That  is  a  condition  we  want 
to  change. 

We  have  formed  a  district  in  the  southern  part  of  Illinois  and  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.  It  was  formed  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  into  the  mining  towns  and  securing  the  affiliation 
of  the  bakers  in  those  towns  with  our  union.  We  already  have  small 
local  unions  in  many  places.  There  has  been  a  small  local  union  in 
DuQuoin  for  ten  years  past.  Only  four  of  the  members  live  in  Du- 
Quoin;  the  rest  of  the  members  are  working  in  surrounding  towns. 
There  are  only  twelve  members  in  that  local.  If  we  had  every  baker 
in  that  vicinity  organized  we  would  have  more  than  fifty  members. 
There  is  not  a  union  baker  in  Murphysboro,  Centralia,  Mount  Vernon, 
or  Eldorado.  There  are  only  a  few  towns  surrounding  DuQuoin  that 
have  union  men  employed.  The  other  baker  bosses  get  men  from  St. 
Louis  boarding  houses  and  bakers'  supply  houses.    I  was  through  that 
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district  last  spring  when  your  strike  took  place.  I  looked  over  the 
field,  but  as  you  were  in  a  fight  of  your  own  I  did  not  feel  justified 
in  bothering  the  members  of  the  organization  at  that  time.  In  Sep- 
tember I  was  instructed  by  my  Board  to  go  before  the  mine  workers 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  and  ask  them  for  their  assistance. 

It  will  take  but  little  effort  on  your  part  to  assist  our  organization. 
If  you  will  merely  demand  the  union  label  on  the  bread  you  purchase 
the  boss  bakers  will  soon  hire  union  men.  The  locals  in  the  district 
have  made  arrangements  to  establish  a  labor  bureau  so  the  bosses  can 
get  all  the  union  men  they  want.  Now  we  ask  you  to  assist  us  in  this 
fight.  I  know  what  the  conditions  are  in  the  mining  districts,  for  I 
have  been  visiting  them,  not  only  in  the  past  year,  but  i  have  been 
in  a  number  of  them  for  the  past  five  or  six  years.  In  Staunton  yester- 
day I  was  asked,  "If  the  boss  employs  a  union  man  and  he  is  the  only 
baker  in  town,  or  if  there  are  two  or  three  bakers  in  town  and  they 
employ  union  men,  would  you  compel  them  to  use  the  union  label?" 
The  brothers  in  Staunton  put  a  baker  boss  on  the  unfair  list  last 
spring.  The  efiort  they  made  bore  fruit.  They  wrote  me  to  come  there 
and  make  arrangements  for  that  boss  to  sign  the  agreement  and  have 
his  men  join  the  organization.  The  men  came  to  St.  Louis,  made 
arrangements  for  the  agreement  and  I  went  there.  When  it  came 
to  the  place  in  the  agreement  which  reads  that  "Every  loaf  of  bread 
leaving  my  shop  must  bear  the  union  label  of  the  Bakery  and  Confec- 
tionery Workers,"  he  said,  "I  am  willing  to  employ  union  men,  but 
I  am  not  willing  to  put  the  union  label  on  the  bread."  One  or  two 
of  the  bakers  there  used  the  label.  One  of  them  has  gone  out  of 
business  because  he  has  not  had  proper  support.  The  man  who  has  been 
boycotted  still  has  two  men.  I  said  I  would  be  back  there  this  evening 
and  appear  before  the  Central  body  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Last  spring  I  was  in  Pana,  and  through  the  assistance  of  the 
miners  organized  every  bakeshop  in  that  town.  They  were  willing  to 
sign  the  label  clause.  I  went  back  to  St.  Louis  with  the  applications 
and  with  the  agreements  signed,  but  since  that  day  not  one  single 
boss  has  sent  for  a  union  label  and  not  one  of  the  men  have  paid 
dues  into  the  organization.  There  must  be  a  demand  for  the  union 
label.  As  soon  as  it  is  missing  from  the  bread  you  will  know  there 
is  something  wrong  with  the  boss  and  you  can  get  after  him.  If  a 
boss  does  not  live  up  to  an  agreement  he  signed  with  the  organization 
the  label  will  be  withdrawn  and  you  will  know  immediately  that  some- 
thing is  wrong.  I  will  not  sign  an  agreement  witn  any  proprietor  that 
does  not  provide  that  the  label  goes  on  every  loaf  of  bread  manufac- 
tured in  his  shop. 

DuQuoin  used  to  have  Centralia  under  its  jurisdiction.  Some  years 
ago  there  was  trouble  with  ong  of  bosses.    He  was  a  member  of  our 
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organization  prior  to  going  to  Centralia,  but  when  the  laboring  people 
and  the  members  of  your  organization  bought  his  goods  manufactured 
in  Centralia,  while  he  used  the  label,  he  made  all  the  money  he  has 
today.  But  a  little  difficulty  arose  and  Mr.  Beck  said  to  Local  297, 
"You  can  take  your  contract  and  your  men  and  go  to  a  place  that  is 
hotter  than  Centralia."  '  Since  that  neither  Mr.  Beck  nor  any  of  the 
other  bosses  in  Centralia  have  employed  union  men. 

I  was  in  Troy  last  spring  and  had  a  talk  with  a  boss.  He  was 
willing  to  employ  union  men  and  willing  to  sign  the  agreement.  He 
said  he  would  let  me  know  in  a  day  or  two.  I  have  not  heard  from 
him  since.  T  know  that  a  large  part  of  the  town  of  Troy  is  composed 
of  mine  workers. 

When  McKinney  of  St.  Louis  was  put  on  the  unfair  list  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  a  number  of  years  ago,  he  had  been 
shipping  bread  into  the  mining  towns  of  Illinois  and  Missouri.  It  did 
not  take  long  to  have  that  stopped.  I  have  stated  many  times  that  if 
the  larger  cities  were  as  loyal  as  the  miners  were  in  the  McKinney 
case  the  Bakery  workers  of  our  union  in  this  country  would  number 
80,000,  instead  of  26,000  members.  Mr.  McKinney  was  driven  back 
to  St.  Louis,  and  we  have  to  thank  the  Mine  Workers  for  the  noble 
work  they  did.  A  few  years  later  when  the  American  Bread  Company 
was  formed  in  St.  Louis,  we  thought  we  would  have  the  same  results  as 
we  had  in  the  case  of  Mr.  McKinney.  However,  the  results  were  not 
as  good  as  in  the  McKinney  case,  and  today  you  will  find  Mr.  Heitz 
is  shipping  bread  into  the  mining  towns  without  the  union  label. 

A  few  years  ago  the  baker  bosses  of  Alton,  Illinois,  got  together  and 
formed  a  combination,  and  the  first  thing  they  did  was  to  tear  up  the 
organization.  We  only  had  a  small  local  of  twelve  members  there. 
With  the  assistance  of  other  organized  labor  those  twelve  men  started 
a  co-operative  bakery.  They  shipped  bread  throughout  the  state,  but 
through  some  neglect  or  mismanagement  the  business  did  not  suc- 
ceed. When  the  members  of  organized  labor  saw  that  things  were  not 
running  right  they  failed  to  patronize  the  co-operative  company  and 
supported  the  other  bakeries.  The  E.  P.  C.  and  the  Noll  bakery  of 
Alton  absolutely  control  the  business  now,  and  the  co-operative  bakery 
has  been  driven  to  the  wall. 

We  do  not  expect  everything  from  you.  We  do  not  expect  you 
to  go  to  work  and  organize  the  bakers  for  us.  All  we  ask  is  your  as- 
sistance. If  we  have  that  every  town  in  the  State  of  Illinois  where 
the  mine  workers  are  living  can  be  organized  by  us  if  you  demand 
the  union  label  on  all  the  bread  you  purchase.  Yesterday  a  man 
asked  me,  "Well,  what  is  the  use  of  putting  the  union  label  on  the 
bread  and  on  other  goods?  The  mine  workers  will  not  look  for  the 
label."   We  know  that  is  an  old  song  in  the  cities,  as  well  as  in  the 
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country  towns.  When  we  go  to  the  storekeeper  he  will  say,  "Your 
own  men  do  not  support  the  union  label."  I  have  had  fourteen  years 
experience  as  an  active  member  of  our  organization  and  have  had 
many  battles  for  the  union  label.  If  the  members  of  organized  labor 
would  only  look  for  the  label  when  they  purchase  our  product  it 
would  not  be  necessary  for  a  man  to  come  before  your  convention  and 
take  up  the  time  that  ought  to  be  spent  in  carrying  on  your  own  busi- 
ness. However,  it  is  necessary  to  do  this  because  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  organized  labor  have  not  been  educated  to  spend  the 
money  they  earn  under  union  conditions  for  articles  produced  by  union 
men.  If  they  would  consider  this  matter  and  strictly  live  up  to  the 
principles  of  trades  unionism  organized  labor  would  soon  number  six 
or  seven  millions,  instead  of  the  two  or  three  millions  we  claim  today. 

1  hope,  Brothers,  that  when  I  get  into  your  towns  in  the  next  few 
months  I  will  be  successful  in  organizing  the  bakers  and  having  the 
baker  bosses  sign  agreements.  We  do  not  care  what  local  unions  the 
men  belong  to  if  they  have  cards  in  the  Bakery  and  Confectionery 
Workers'  International  Union.  With  your  assistance  I  am  sure  we 
can  organize  every  bakeshop  in  the  southern  part  of  Illinois.  I  do  not 
know  very  much  about  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  except  Lincoln. 
I  was  there  twice  last  summer.  There  are  three  shops  in  Lincoln 
and  none  of  them  use  the  union  label.  One  shop  employs  two  union 
men,  but  the  others  employ  non-union  labor.  If  the  men  in  that  town 
would  demand  the  union  label  so  that  the  boss  who  has  the  two  union 
men  employed  would  use  it,  the  other  two  would  soon  ask  for  it. 

I  thank  you  very  much,  Brothers,  for  granting  me  the  privilegB 
of  the  floor.  I  assure  you  that  whenever  any  call  is  made  on  our  or- 
ganization, if  we  are  in  a  shape  to  give  you  support,  financially  or 
otherwise,  we  will  be  only  too  glad  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Stroud — I  would  like  some  information  from  Brother 
Beisel.  Acting  for  the  Staunton  Trades  Council  I  had  something  to 
do  in  handling  the  affair  he  speaks  of.  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
the  Hartman  Bakery  in  Springfield.  Their  letterhead  stated  that  they 
were  employers  of  union  labor  exclusively,  but  they  claimed  they  had 
a  dispensation  to  put  out  bakery  products  without  the  use  of  the 
label.  I  also  had  a  letter  from  a  baker  in  Sorento,  Mr.  Denney,  who 
claimed  that  he  had  a  dispensation  from  the  St.  Louis  organization 
of  which  you  aje  a  member.  We  wanted  to  know  whether  those  state- 
ments were  true  and  wrote  to  you.  We  requested  you  to  come  there 
and  help  straighten  that  matter  out.  One  of  the  bakers  who  has 
signed  the  scale  is  not  using  the  label.  We  have  been  told  that  in 
other  places  where  there  is  a  closed  shop  dispensations  have  been 
granted  allowing  the  bakers  to  put  out  bakery  products  without  this 
little  label.    The  men  who  are  using  the  label  claim  it  is  a  discrimi- 
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nation  to  compel  them  to  do  so  and  allow  their  larger  competitors  to 
put  out  goods  without  the  label. 

Mr.  Beisel — The  local  here  in  Springfield  has  a  contract  with  the 
"bosses  which  does  not  compel  them  to  use  the  label.  However,  there 
is  a  clause  in  that  agreement  that  provides  that  whenever  they  de- 
sired to  use  the  label  they  must  use  it  on  all  bread.  Some  two  or 
three  years  ago  they  had  a  customer  in  Staunton  who  was  given  a 
lot  of  labels.  Whenever  a  customer  asked  for  the  label  they  put  it 
on  the  bread.  The  label  should  be  put  on  a  loaf  before  it  is  baked. 
The  local  in  Springfield  does  not  demand  that  the  master  bakers  use 
the  label.  We  have  no  agreement  with  any  boss  in  Sorrento.  We 
have  a  man  working  over  there.  I  wrote  to  the  Mine  Workers'  or- 
ganization at  one  time.  The  man  was  back  in  his  dues,  but  after  I 
wrote  he  paid  up. 

We  give  Springfield  the  privilege  of  having  an  agreement  in  their 
own  city  which  allows  them  to  leave  it  optional  with  the  bosses 
whether  they  use  the  label  or  not.  The  International  desires  to  agi- 
tate the  demand  for  the  union  label  in  order  to  compel  the  bosses  to 
use  it.  If  the  local  unions  here  today  were  to  get  into  trouble  and 
the  bosses  combined,  there  is  nothing  to  show  the  ranks  of  organized 
labor  whether  or  not  the  bread  is  manufactured  in  a  union  shop.  As 
far  as  the  locals  in  St.  Louis  or  Belleville  or  DuQuoin  or  East  St. 
Louis  are  concerned,  we  have  not  made  an  agreement  without  insist- 
ing on  the  use  of  the  union  label.  As  far  as  the  contract  in  Spring- 
field or  any  other  city  is  concerned,  while  they  have  an  agreement 
that  does  not  require  the  union  label  there  will  come  a  day  when  we 
will  have  to  go  to  the  extreme  to  enforce  the  section  which  provides 
for  the  use  of  the  label. 

President  Walker  called  for  reports  from  committees. 

Delegate  Wachter — The  Committee  on  Resolutions  is  ready  to  re- 
port on  the  resolution  introduced  by  Delegate  Germer. 

Delegate  Weir,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  read  the  resolution, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  follows: 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 
Whereas,  The  platform  of  the  Republican  Party  of  Illinois  reads 
as  follows: 

"The  Republican  party  of  Illinois  hereby  declares  in  favor  of  the 
following  measure  and  instructs  the  Republican  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  support  and  vote  for  it  in  the  General  Assembly:" 

We  favor  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  providing  for  the 
initiative  and  referendum,  and 
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Whereas,  The  platform  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Illinois  reads 
as  follov/s: 

"As  the  first  step  towards  the  restoration  of  representative  govern- 
ment in  Illinois,  we  favor  the  submission  and  adoption  of  an  amendment 
to  our  state  constitution,  providing  for  direct  legislation  by  means  of 
the  initiative  and  referendum.  The  enactment  of  such  legislation  will 
abolish  the  jack-pot  system  and  boodlers  and  grafters  will  be  put  down 
and  out,"  and 

Whereas,  The  proposition  on  the  little  ballot  at  the  last  state 
election  for  an  initiative  and  referendum  amendment  to  the  state 
constitution  carried  by  a  majority  of  319,510  votes;  and 

Whereas,  The  present  General  Assembly  is  composed  of  116  Re- 
publicans, 85  Democrats,  1  Prohibitionist  and  2  Independents,  and 

Whereas,  The  miners,  as  well  as  all  other  people  engaged  in  useful 
industries  will  be  greatly  benefitted  by  the  adoption  of  an  initiative 
and  referendum  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  this  state;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  United  Mine  Workers,  of  America,  District 
No.  12,  in  convention  assembled,  demand  that  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  keep  faith  with  the  people  and  fulfill  the  promises  made 
in  their  party  platform^s;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Initiative  and  Referendum  Constitutional 
Amendment  should  be  given  preference  over  all  other  constitutional 
matter;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  as  a  communication  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
Illinois. 

(Signed)  ADOLPH  GERMER. 
We,  your  Resolution  Committee,  concur  in  the  resolution. 

JOHN  WAOHTER, 
IVO  WEIR, 
FRANK  MELVIN, 
JOHN  CLARK, 
JOHN  HUNTER, 

Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Delegate  Lete — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 
<  Seconded.) 

Delegate  Smith  (P.  J.) — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  I  believe  it  is  important  that  the  convention  at  this 
time  take  action  as  recommended  by  the  committee.    I  have  always 
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been  in  favor  of  the  initiative  and  referendum.  Even  in  the  making, 
of  our  contracts  at  times  I  have  favored  the  initiative  and  referendum. 
I  think  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  steps  we  can  take  during 
our  convention.  I  think  we  should  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Executive  of  our  state  the 
necessity  of  passing  this  constitutional  amendment.  I  want  to  say^ 
however,  that  I  am  agreeably  surprised  that  some  of  our  Socialist 
members  do  not  object  to  the  Democrats  stealing  some  of  their  thunder. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  want  to  say  in  reply  to  the  last  statement 
of  Brother  Smith  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  be  surprised 
at  that,  because  the  Socialist  vote  has  increased  at  such  a  rapid  rate 
in  the  last  three  years  that  the  Demicratic  and  Republican  platforms 
will  be  swallowing  the  whole  blamed  business  if  they  have  half  a 
chance. 

So  far  as  the  matters  before  the  convention  is  concerned,  I  do  not 
pay  so  much  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Republican  and  Democratic 
parties  pledged  themselves  to  put  that  into  effect  when  they  were 
out  soliciting  votes  last  fall,  because  we  are  accustomed  to  hearing  them 
promise  anything  before  election  time;  then  when  they  come  to  Spring- 
field and  you  go  to  see  them  about  it  they  see  to  it  that  the  proposition^i 
they  advocated  on  the  platform  are  smothered  in  committees.  Now  we 
want  toi  put  them  on  record.  In  past  campaigns  they  made  pledges,  and 
as  soon  as  they  were  elected  they  forgot  all  about  them.  They  seemed 
to  be  more  interested  in  seeing  what  they  could  get  through  a  bath- 
room deal  in  buying  or  selling  a  United  States  senatorship  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort.  I  think  it  is  about  time  for  the  men  of  the  state 
to  see  that  their — I  was  going  to  say  representatives,  but  some  of  them 
are  misrepresentatives — who  make  promises  before  election  keep  them 
after  they  are  elected.  After  they  are  elected  they  see  that  the  proposi- 
tions you  want  are  sent  to  some  committee  to  be  smothered,  or  that 
they  are  sent  to  some  other  graveyard. 

So  far  as  the  initiative  and  referendum  is  concerned  neither  the 
Republicans  or  the  Democrats  would  have  attempted  to  carry  it  out 
this  time,  neither  would  they  have  made  the  promise  of  it,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  campaign  carried  on  for  some  time  by  some  people  who 
have  been  criticised  for  their  radical  views.  I  hope  this  will  pass 
without  a  single  dissenting  vote  in  this  convention, 

I  am  in  favor  of  a  more  thoroughly  democratic  form  of  govern- 
ment. I  am  in  favor  of  our  organization  or  any  community  having 
the  right  to  initiate  legislation  and  put  it  up  to  the  General  Assembly 
by  a  small  number  of  votes,  and  if  they  fail  to  carry  out  tne  mandates 
of  the  people  I  am  in  favor  of  the  people  having  the  power  of  recall  and 
calling  them  home  and  seeing  that  they  stay  there  forevermore. 
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This  is  a  vital  question.  The  question  before  the  house,  as  stated 
by  Brother  Smith,  is  regarded  as  a  Socialistic  proposition.  We  know 
that  certain  people  object  to  certain  things  because  they  are  advocated 
by  the  Sociaiists.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  some  people  are  shaking  off 
the  shackles  and  are  willing  to  favor  a  reform  proposition,  even  if  it 
is  a  Socialistic  reform.  If  this  is  adopted,  let  us  insist  that  the  next 
General  Assembly  adopt  a  provision  requiring  that  the  constitution 
be  further  amended  by  giving  us  the  right  to  recall.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  each  coming  session  of  the  General  Assembly  will  be  compelled 
to  recognize  the  rights  of  the  .people  of  this  state  in  this  matter,  and 
that  each  succeeding  session  will  adopt  another  plank  of  the  Socialist 
platform.  As  soon  as  they  get  them  all  adopted  we  will  probably  all 
be  in  the  same  band  wagon.  As  one  who  is  registered  as  a  Socialist, 
and  who  is  proud  of  it,  I  intend  to  hammer  at  those  people  until  they 
do  something  more  worthy  than  buying  and  selling  United  States 
senatorships. 

Delegate  Germer — I  have  no  objections  to  the  Democrats  and  the 
Republicans  stealing  some  of  the  Socialists'  thunder.  I  feel  rather 
encouraged  over  it,  because  it  demonstrates  that  we  were  right  some 
time  ago  and  that  it  has  taken  other  people  a  long  time  to  wake  up. 
I  mention  the  Republicans  and  Democrats  in  that  resolution  because 
they  were  so  loud  in  their  declarations  last  year  in  regard  to  the 
initiative  and  referendum.  I  wanted  to  point  out  in  the  resolution  what 
the  Democratic  and  Republican  candidates  promised  in  the  last  cam- 
paign. I  want  the  delegates  to  keep  their  eyes  on  the  members  of  the 
legislature  and  see  how  they  attempt  to  carry  out  their  promises.  If 
they  do  not  attempt  to  carry  out  the  promises  they  made  in  their  plat- 
form it  will  be  a  good  reason  for  the  miners  and  other  working  men 
of  the  state  to  sever  their  alliance  with  the  Republican  and  Democratic 
politicians. 

Here  is  one  thing  that  will  be  run  up  against  in  this  legislature. 
Since  there  is  such  a  pronounced  demand  for  the  initiative  and  refer- 
endum, and  since  the  proposition  was  carried  by  over  300,uOU  majority, 
they  are  agitating  for  a  constitutional  convention  to  offset  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  providing  for  the  initiative  and  referendum.  They  are 
saying,  "We  are  going  to  vote  on  a  constitutional  convention,  and  we 
will  submit  that  to  a  referendum  at  the  election  two  years  hence. 
Two  years  hence  the  Legislature  will  take  it  up  and  draft  a  constitu- 
tion, or  have  men  elected  to  a  constitutional  convention,  and  they  will 
submit  a  report  two  years  later."  *  That  is  the  way  the  Legislature  is 
trying  to  get  around  the  initiative  and  referendum. 

We  cannot  speak  in  too  strong  terms  in  favor  of  the  initiative  and 
referendum  being  adopted  at  this  session.  For  that  reason  I  intro- 
duced the  resolution  to  place  our  organization  on  record  demanding 
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that  the  Legislature  that  was  elected  on  a  platform  calling  for  the 
initiative  and  referendum  carry  out  that  pledge.  So  far  as  the  So- 
cialists are  concerned,  we  will  continue  to  agitate  for  the  initiative 
and  referendum,  and  we  hope  through  the  initiative  and  referendum 
to  get  the  recall.  If  we  can  inaugurate  the  initiative  and  referendum 
we  can  put  on  the  statute  books  the  recall.  That  is  something  even 
the  progressive  Democrats  and  Republicans  in  this  Legislature  have 
refused  to  put  themselves  on  record  as  favoring. 

There  is  no  other  Democratic  government  than  that  by  the  people. 
The  initiative  and  referendum  form  of  government  is  a  government 
by  the  people;  in  that  way  each  elector  can  express  his 
wiii.  If  the  people  of  the  state  want  a  law  passed  and  the 
Legislature  refuses  to  pass  it  we  can  by  petition  ask  that  the  measure 
be  submitted  to  a  referendum,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  people  vote 
in  favor  of  it  that  measure  will  become  a  law  in  spite  of  the  wishes  of 
a  corporation-owned  Legislature.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Legis- 
lature passes  a  law  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  under 
the  initiative  and  referendum  a  certain  per  cent  of  the  voters  can 
petition  for  a  referendum.  Then  if  a  certain  percentage  of  the  people 
vote  against  the  law  it  will  not  be  placed  on  the  statute  books. 

There  has  been  scarcely  a  session  of  the  Legislature  at  which 
laws  that  were  against  the  wishes  of  the  people  have  not  been  passed. 
The  legislators  have  disregarded  the  wishes  of  the  people  they  repre- 
sent, and  the  people  had  no  way  to  protect  themselves.  I  hope  there 
will  not  be  one  dissenting  vote  in  the  convention  against  the  resolu- 
tion. I  hope  every  delegate  will  point  out  to  his  constituents  the 
value  of  the  initiative  and  referendum,  and  ask  them  to  keep  their 
eyes  on  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  from  their  district  and 
inform  themselves  as  to  how  they  vote  and  act. 

President  Walker — Before  you  act  on  this  resolution  I  would  like 
to  point  out  one  feature  of  it  that  should  be  considered  by  this  con- 
vention in  connection  with  what  is  already  before  us.  The  resolution 
provides  for  our  organization  going  on  record  demanding  that  the  men 
in  the  Legislature  live  up  to  the  pledges  of  their  parties  and  carry 
into  effect  the  platforms  of  their  parties  providing  for  the  initiative 
and  referendum.  I  understand  that  the  referendum,  if  it  is  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  who  are  over  there  now, 
without  an  earnest  effort  being  made  by  those  outside,  will  provide 
for  about  75  per  cent  of  the  voters  signing  a  petition  to  have  a  law 
referred.  I  believe  we  should  make  it  clear  that  not  more  than  10 
per  cent  at  the  outside  shall  be  required  to  sign  the  petition. 

Delegate  Germer — I  think  the  law  that  is  to  be  introduced-  is  in 
harmony  with  the  pledges  in  the  last  campaign.  I  will  read  it.  The 
section  reads  as  follows: 
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"Shall  the  next  General  Assembly  submit  to  the  voters  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  at  the  next  following  State  election,  an  amendment 
to  the  State  constitution,  providing  for  the  control  of  legislation  by  the 
people,  by  means  of  the  initiative  and  referendum;  said  amendment  to 
provide  for  the  initiation  of  legislation  upon  a  petition  of  eight  per 
cent  of  the  voters,  and  for  the  reference  of  legislation  upon  a  petition 
of  five  per  cent  of  the  voters,  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  elec- 
tors voting  to  be  final;  thus  restoring  to  the  people  the  power  they 
once  held,  but  which  they  delegated  to  the  General  Assembly  by  the 
constitution?" 

I  am  told  by  Mr.  Lee,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  promoting  this 
referendum,  that  the  bill  to  be  introduced  is  in  harmony  with  that 
section. 

President  Walker — That  should  have  been  specified  in  the  resolu- 
tion. That  would  make  it  stronger.  Of  course,  with  that  understand- 
ing in  the  records  it  is  made  clear  what  the  intent  of  the  convention 
is  in  adopting  the  proposition. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  are  pleased  to  see  the  Democrats,  Republi- 
cans and  Socialists  all  getting  together  for  once  on  a  proposition  for 
the  general  good.  I  am  not  surprised  that  Brother  Germer  should  in- 
troduce the  resolution.  Brother  Germer  has  not  only  been  attempting 
to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Socialist  party,  but  he  has  been  attempt- 
ing to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Republican  and  Democratic  parties 
for  a  considerable  time.  Personally  I  would  not  object  if  he  were  given 
legal  authority  to  do  it,  for  I  think  he  would  make  a  number  of  im- 
provements in  both  of  them. 

The  initiative  and  referendum  will  be  a  step  in  the  line  of  prog- 
ress, and  the  right  of  recall  will  be  another  step;  but  as  long  as  a 
gentleman  is  sitting  on  a  bench  with  a  cloak  on  and  one  man  has  a 
right  to  say  the  law  is  unconstitutional  and  null  and  void,  and  then 
make  laws  to  suit  himself,  the  initiative  and  referendum  will  not  give 
us  all  Y/e  ought  to  get  by  that  method  of  procedure.  Of  course,  this 
is  out  of  order  because  it  is  on  another  question;  but  I  hope  in  time 
that  we  will  have,  not  only  the  initiative  and  referendum  and  the  right 
of  recall,  but  a  provision  in  the  constitution  providing  that  when  a 
law  has  been  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  the  state  no 
judge  will  have  power  to  set  it  aside,  and  that  the  recall  will  apply 
to  judges,  as  well  as  to  members  of  the  Legislature. 

Delegate  Stroud — It  seems  from  the  discussion  that  the  Socialist 
party  is  going  to  absorb  the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties. 

President  Walker — If  they  can  all  get  together,  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  that. 
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The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  concur  in 
the  resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Germer,  was  carried  by  unanimous 
rising  vote. 

President  Walker  called  for  reports  from  committees.  No  other 
committee  being  ready  to  report,  President  Walker  stated  that  the 
next  order  would  be  Miscellaneous  Business. 

President  Walker — At  our  conventions  we  usually  elect  three 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund.  As  there 
is  no  other  business  to  come  before  the  convention  at  this  time  I  feel 
that  we  can  dispose  of  that  matter  now. 

Delegate  Lowe  (R.) — I  move  that  we  proceed  to  elect  a  Commit- 
tee on  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund.      (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Walker — Who  are  the  present  members? 

Secretary  McDonald — Adolph  P.  Gerner,  Thomas  Hitchings  and 
Dominick  Nerone. 

President  Walker — Before  we  proceed  with  the  nominations  we 
ought  to  provide  how  we  shall  elect. 

Delegate  Stroud — I  move  that  the  three  delegates  receiving  the 
highest  number  of  votes  on  a  rising  vote  be  declared  the  members  of 
the  committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Deacon — Will  each  delegate  have  three  votes  on  the 
first  ballot? 

President  Walker — Each  delegate  can  vote  for  three  men. 

Delegate  Russell — I  would  like  to  know  if  this  is  a  good  thing 
why  we  should  not  have  the  committee  report  back  to  our  local  union? 

President  Walker — Were  you  in  the  convention  yesterday? 

Delegate  Russell — Yes. 

President  Walker — The  Committee  on  Widows'  and  Orphans' 
Fund  made  a  detailed  report  of  what  they  had  spent  during  the  year 
and  for  whom  they  had  spent  it.  That  has  always  been  done  and  their 
report  has  always  been  printed  in  our  proceedings.  Every  delegate 
has  had  a  copy  of  the  proceedings. 

Delegate  Crider — I  do  not  believe  that  these  committeemen  should 
be  elected  at  one  time.    I  think  they  should  be  elected  one  at  a  time. 

Delegate  Lowe — The  report  made  by  Delegate  Germer  yesterday 
was  vei-y  brief.  I  think  every  delegate  should  understand  all  about 
the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund. 
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The  motion  to  elect  by  a  rising  vote,  the  three  candidates  receiv- 
ing the  highest  number  of  votes  to  be  declared  the  members  of  the 
committee,  was  carried. 

Delegate  Shaw  (J.) — I  desire  to  nominate  William  O'Brien;  of 
Pawnee. 

Delegate  Lete — I  desire  to  nominate  A.  F.  Germer,  of  Belleville. 
Ben  King,  of  Streator;  J.  W.  Jarrard,  Johnston  City;  James  Greenan, 
Girard;  William  Hall,  Springfield;  Louis  Cashock,  Lincoln;  H.  W. 
Henry,  Herrin;  Ben  Williams,  Taylorville;  Thomas  J.  Hitchinge, 
Belleville;  Thomas  Cooper,  Springfield;  Achilles  Lete,  Westville; 
William  Sneed,  Herrin;  John  M.  Zimmerman,  Springfield;  W.  J. 
Flaaus,  DuQuoin;  George  F.  Wilson,  Herrin;  Charles  Bennett,  La- 
Salle;  William  Kielhorn,  Harrisburg;  David  Wilson,  O'Fallon;  Ed. 
Pope,  Taylorville;  Charles  McClatchley,  Carrier  Mills;  T.  C.  Mason,  El- 
dorado, were  nominated. 

Delegate  Hall,  Springfield — Would  I  be  eligible  to  serve  on  that 
committee  while  serving  as  Auditor? 

President  Walker — If  the  ruling  of  the  chair  is  accepted  any 
member  of  our  organization  is  eligible  to  serve  on  that  committee 
whether  he  is  here,  whether  he  is  filling  any  other  office  in  the  or- 
ganization or  whether  he  is  working  at  the  pick.  We  will  proceed  to 
vote  in  the  order  in  which  the  candidates  have  been  nominated. 

Delegate  Hall — If  you  take  a  rising  vote  I  think  there  are  some 
fellows  here  who  will  vote  for  five  or  six  men.  I  think  the  better  way 
would  be  to  give  each  delegate  a  blank  ballot  and  let  him  write  on 
it  the  names  of  the  three  men  of  his  choice. 

President  Walker — That  matter  has  already  been  decided.  I  will 
appoint  Delegate  Stroud,  Delegate  Lete  and  Delegate  Tom  McDon- 
ald to  count  the  votes. 

Delegates  Jarrard,  Hall,  Lete,  Sneed,  Zimmerman,  Flaaus,  Ben- 
nett, Keelhorn,  Wilson  (D.),  and  Pope  declined  the  nomination. 

The  first  ballot  resulted  as  follows:  William  O'Brien,  47  votes; 
A.  P.  Germer;  137  votes;  Ben  King,  24  votes;  James  Greenan,  6  votes; 
Louis  Cashock,  3  votes;  H.  W.  Henry,  69  votes;  Ben  Williams,  88 
votes;  Thomas  J,  Hitchings,  46  votes;  Thomas  Cooper,  7  votes; 
George  F.  Wilson,  57  votes;  Charles  McClatchley,  7  votes;  T.  C.  Mason, 
2  votes. 

Secretary  McDonald — The  three  men  receiving  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  are  A.  F.  Germer,  137;  Ben  Williams,  88,  and  H.  W. 
Henry,  69. 
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President  Walker — The  three  men  just  mentioned,  having  received 
the  highest  number  votes  cast  in  the  election,  are  declared  elected 
to  fill  the  positions  as  members  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Committee  on  Distribution  will  distribute  the  minutes  of  yes- 
terday's sessions  and  copies  of  the  report  of  Vice-President  Lawrence. 
The  chair  will  appoint  Delegate  Flaaus  to  serve  in  place  of  George 
Holmer,  who  is  absent. 

A  number  of  the  delegates  have  expi'essed  a  desire  to  hear  from 
our  old  friend,  Mr.  Roberts,  who  has  represented  Springfield  in  our 
conventions  in  the  past.  Mr.  George  S.  Dickson,  who  is  in  charge  of 
a  casualty  company  in  Chicago,  also  desires  to  occupy  about  fifteen 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  convention.  If  there  are  no  objections  we 
will  extend  the  courtesies  of  the  convention  to  Mr.  Dickson  and  Mr. 
Roberts.  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  Mr.  Nicholas  Roberts, 
who  has  come  back  home  to  see  the  boys  who  have  come  home. 

Mr.  Roberts — Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen:  A  great  many  of  you 
I  know.  I  have  met  you  oftener  in  Peoria  than  in  Springfield.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  you  have  come  home.  Yesterday  when  your  conven- 
tion opened  I  was  out  of  town  and  could  not  get  here  to  greet  you. 
I  understand  that  some  of  the  other  boys  came  down  to  see  you  and 
welcomed  you  properly.  It  will  be  my  business  to  keep  on  your  trail 
around  town  and  see  that  you  get  what  you  want.  A  year  or  two  ago 
when  you  were  here  we  had  a  quartette  sing  for  you.  I  have  been 
looking  for  them  this  morning. 

I  want  to  meet  as  many  of  you  personally  as  I  can.  You  know 
we  always  think  this  is  a  sort  of  natural  home  of  the  miners  of  Illinois. 
We  get  acquainted  with  your  officers  around  here  and  we  would  like 
to  know  the  rest  of  you. 

President  Walker — Mr.  Dickson,  of  the  Casualty  Company  that  was 
organized  in  Chicago  and  later  on  took  over  the  control  of  a  similar 
company  in  St.  Louis,  has  been  representing  several  of  the  different 
labor  organizations  in  Chicago  for  a  number  of  years  and  attending  to 
their  accident  and  damage  suits.  He  has  a  proposition  to  make  to 
our  convention.  I  ask  that  you  give  him  the  best  attention  possible, 
and  that  you  give  as  earnest  consideration  to  the  proposition  he  has 
to  submit  as  you  can. 

Mr.  George  E.  Dickson — Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen:  I  have 
been  connected  with  the  investigation  and  trial  of  personal  injury 
litigation  for  a  great  many  years,  in  fact,  since  1892.  I  commenced 
in  the  law  departement  of  the  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company  of  New 
York.    I  was  there  nearly  eight  years.    Later  I  was  at  the  head  of 
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the  Claims  Department  of  the  London  Guarantee  and  Accident  Com- 
pany, and  had  charge  of  their  accidents  throughout  the  United  States. 
I  claim  to  know  something  about  this  business,  just  as  you  are  experts 
in  your  line.  I  am  here  today  to  tell  you  something  that  will  probably 
be  new  to  some  of  you  about  this  business. 

The  companies  that  write  personal  accident  insurance  in  this  state 
number  about  fifty-five  or  sixty.  Two-thirds  of  these  companies,  in  ad- 
dition to  writing  personal  accident  insurance,  write  what  is  called  liabil- 
ity insurance,  where  for  a  certain  premium  they  undertake  to  step  into 
the  shoes  of  the  employers  and  become  responsible  for  any  accident 
that  happens  to  employees.  The  business  of  personal  accident  insur- 
ance and  the  business  of  liability  insurance,  I  maintain,  is  inconsistent, 
and  liability  insurance  companies  ought  to  be  prohibited  from  writing 
any  form  of  personal  accident  insurance.  I  want  to  tell  you  why. 
If  you  were  injured  on  the  street  here  in  Springfield  by  being  run 
over  by  an  automobile  or  street  car,  or  if  you  were  injured  in  the  mine 
where  you  work  and  were  to  commence  suit  for  damages  the  defandant 
in  that  suit  would  probably  be  one  of  those  liability  companies.  In 
order  to  make  their  defense  as  effective  as  possible  they  would  want 
to  get  you  at  as  great  disadvantage  as  possible.  One  of  the  first  things 
they  would  want  to  get  from  you  would  be  a  statement,  if  you  were 
foolish  enough  to  make  it.  Their  attorney  would  draw  it  up  cunningly, 
and  if  you  were  foolish  enough  to  do  so  you  might  sign  the  statement. 
He  would  ask  you  to  give  him  a  list  of  your  witnesses,  and  you  might 
be  foolish  enough  to  even  do  that.  He  would  want  an  opportunity 
to  examine  you  to  find  out  whether  or  not  your  claim  was  just.  The 
law  in  this  state  and  in  no  other  state  will  permit  the  defendant  in  a 
personal  injury  suit  to  examine  the  plaintiff  against  his  will.  A 
mean's  house  is  his  castle  and  his  body  is  more  sacred.  You  do  not 
have  to  permit  anything  of  that  kind,  but  it  is  done  every  day.  If 
that  casualty  company,  liability  company  or  corporation  could  go  still 
further  and  if  you  happened  to  have  a  little  savings  account  in  a  bank, 
if  they  had  infiuence  enough  with  that  bank  and  it  would  be  lawful 
for  them  to  do  it  they  would  prevent  you  from  drawing  checks  until 
that  suit  could  be  settled.  Money  is  contraband  of  war  in  that  sort  of 
litigation,  and  if  either  side  runs  out  of  money  it  means  disaster.  If 
you  were  foolish  enough  to  get  into  a  condition  of  that  kind,  you  are 
to  be  pitied. 

Every  man  who  carries  a  personal  accident  policy  in  a  company 
that  writes  liability  insurance  is  putting  himself  in  that  position  ahead 
of  the  accident.  As  soon  as  the  accident  occurs  the  report  of  it  goes 
from  the  employer  to  the  insurance  company.  If  the  insurance  com- 
pany has  your  accident  insurance  they  begin  to  pile  up  their  advantages. 
First  they  have  your  application  for  insurance  which  tells  ah  about  you. 
Next  they  have  your  proof  of  loss  in  which  you  tell  the  circumstances: 
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under  which  the  accident  occurred.  Generally  you  have  used  the 
language  of  the  investigator  or  adjuster.  Next  they  have  the  list  of 
your  witnesses,  and  next  they  have  the  right  to  examine  you  or  you 
forfeit  your  accident  insurance.  They  use  this  knowledge  to  your 
disadvantage.  They  can  hold  up  the  indemnity  that  is  due  you  under 
your  policy  weekly  until  you  have  made  your  peace  with  the  corpora- 
tion that  caused  the  accident. 

The  liability  companies  are  doing  that  all  over  this  country.  More 
than  twenty-five  of  them  are  doing  it  in  this  state.  Not  only  that,  a 
lot  of  the  other  companies  are  writing  insurance  through  the  favor  of 
the  railroads.  You  take  one  of  these  railroad  accident  insurance 
policies  and  you  give  a  right  to  the  railroad  representative  to  examine 
your  body.  The  railroad  could  afford  to  give  those  accident  policies 
without  cost  for  the  advantage  they  are  to  them  in  case  of  accident. 
If  there  is  a  wreck  and  a  wholesale  slaughter  of  passengers  there  is 
a,  tremendous  advantage.  The  chief  surgeon  of  the  leading  company 
in  Chicago  said  he  would  not  permit  a  man  to  collect  his  accident  policy 
until  he  had  made  his  peace  with  the  railroad  corporation,  and  that  the 
surgeons  in  the  employ  of  the  companies  would  not  be  allowed  to  do 
so  without  forfeiting  their  position. 

The  handicap  used  to  occur  only  when  the  two  policies  were  in  the 
same  company.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  organized  in  New  York 
City  a  concern  called  the  Hooper-Holmes  Investigation  Bureau.  Fifty- 
five  of  the  companies  have  joined  that  Bureau.  Now  a  man  who  is 
injured  who  carries  a  personal  accident  policy  in  any  one  of  those 
■companies,  if  he  is  injured  by  an  employer  who  carries  a  liability 
policy  in  one  of  the  other  companies,  is  handicapped  the  same  as  if 
they  were  both  in  the  same  company.  That  proposition  was  too  good 
to  keep  to  themselves,  so  they  commenced  taking  the  railroads  into  it, 
and  now  forty-eight  of  the  leading  railroads  are  members  of  the  Hooper- 
Holmes  Investigation  Bureau.  The  corporations  of  New  York  and  Chi- 
<jago  and  a  lot  of  other  cities  belong  to  it.  If  you  have  a  claim  against 
a  city  they  can  have  access  to  your  accident  insurance.  They  have 
taken  into  membership  in  that  Hooper-Holmes  Bureau  354  of  the 
street  and  electric  roads  of  this  country,  and  now  all  the  railroads, 
th'3  electric  roads,  the  street  railways,  the  city  corporations  and  these 
54  accident  insurance  companies  are  in  a  vast  combination  to  injure 
the  individual  who  has  met  with  an  accident.  You  would  think  they 
would  want  to  keep  an  organization  of  that  kind  quiet.  In  November 
last  there  was  a  convention  of  the  claim  agents  of  the  street  railways 
■of  .  this  country  held  at  Atlantic  City,  and  Mr.  Hopper,  of  the  Hooper: 
Holmes  Bureau,  was  there  to  address  the  organization  and  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  they  were  not.  making  as  much  use  of  it  as  they 
could.  Of  course  there  would  be  a  legitimate  reason  for  such  an  organ- 
zation  as  that.    It  would  help  detect  dishonest  insurance  agents,  dis- 
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honest  policy  holders  and  dishonest  physicians,  but  it  would  not  stop 
there.  They  go  ahead  and  use  the  information  to  the  detriment  of  the 
man  in  his  damage  litigation.  On  October  13th  Mr.  Hooper  appeared 
before  the  convention."   I  will  read  a  brief  extract  from  his  speech: 

"I  apprehend  there  are  quite  a  number  of  you  here  who  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  grasp  the  full  scope  of  this  work  that  we  are  carry- 
ing on.  This  work  was  inaugurated  in  May  last,  and  since  that  time 
we  have  received  reports  from  34  out  of  350  companies.  Ten  per 
cent  practically  of  the  street  railway  companies  of  this  organization 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  use  of  this  bureau.  During  those  five 
and  a  half  months  we  have  received  from  the  various  street  railway 
companies  notices  of  2,874  claims,  and  in  175  cases  we  have  been  able 
to  give  them  back  information  of  simultaneous  or  previous  claim  rec- 
ords of  some  kind,  many  of  which,  at  least,  would  be  of  use  to  them, 
but  of  these  2,874,  2,467  have  been  contributed  by  three  companies, 
and  the  balance  of  407  have  been  contributed  by  the  other  31  com- 
panies, a  very  small  average.  Besides  that,  the  companies  which 
have  been  reporting  freely  have  out  of  the  175  cases  which  we  have 
given  them  back  again,  received  125,  and  the  31  companies  reporting 
407  claims  have  received  items  of  more  or  less  interest  from  us  in 
50  cases,  over  12  per  cent  of  the  number  of  cases  they  have  reported 
to  us;  while  the  three  companies  giving  the  large  number  of  reports 
have  received  fully  7  per  cent  of  what  they  reported.  I  give  these 
figures  to  indicate  how  much  the  service  of  the  bureau  has  been  uti- 
lized up  to  the  present  time. 

"There  seems  to  be  a  general  idea  that  this  work  is  protection 
against  fraud,  but  that  is  not  all  of  it.  There  are  about  7,000,000  in- 
surance policies  in  force  in  the  United  States  today.  Now  it  is  very 
natural  for  a  man  who  has  sprained  his  ankle  getting  on  or  off  a  street 
car,  if  he  has  an  accident  policy,  to  make  application  for  benefits  un- 
der the  policy.  He  must,  under  his  contract — that  policy  is  a  con- 
tract— do  certain  things.  He  must  give  immediate  notice  of  the  injury 
to  the  company;  he  must  fill  out  blanks  detailing  the  nature  of  the 
accident,  the  nature  of  the  injuries,  the  witnesses  who  can  bear  him 
out;  and  he  must  produce  a  statement,  made  by  his  own  physician 
and  signed  by  the  physician  and  under  oath,  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
injuries  and  the  amount  of  disability." 

"Now,  to  make  his  claim  valid,  under  his  contract  or  policy,  the 
beneficiary  under  the  policy  must  do  things  which  I  stated  and  one 
or  two  others,  but  if  that  same  man  has  received  his  injury  on  a  street 
car  he  does  not  perhaps  report  immediately.  Sometimes  three  or  six 
months  or  a  year  would  elapse  before  any  claim  is  made  by  him — 
too  late  for  the  company  to  make  a  proper  and  thorough  investigation. 
This  is  particularly  true  of  the  unjust  and  unfounded  claims.    If,  how- 
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ever,  the  railroad  company  is  in  possession  of  the  absolute  statements, 
many  times  swcrn  to  by  the  man  who  has  made  a  claim  for  the  same 
accident  againtL  a  casualty  company,  and  he  can  get  possession  of 
those  papers  and  of  that  record,  you  can  see  how  immensely  it  would 
help  the  street  railway  claim  agent  to  settle  the  man's  claim  on  a 
just  and  equitable  basis, 

"The  insurance  company  also  has  the  right  to  send  its  medical 
examiners  as  often  as  it  desires  to  examine  the  person  and  the  body 
of  a  claimant  to  determine  the  justness  of  his  claim.  In  many,  if  not 
all  the  states,  the  railroad  company  cannot  do  that.  Here  is  where 
the  co-operation  between  the  two  lines  of  organization  is  so  valuable. 
Within  the  last  two  or  three  years  we  have  had  100  or  150  cases  where 
the  insurance  company  has  been  only  too  glad  to  co-operate  with  a 
railroad  subscriber  to  the  Bureau  in  making  such  examinations,  al* 
ways  giving  any  information  that  it  has. 

"We  have  been  at  this  work  since  February,  1895.  Our  experience 
has  been  that  the  transportation  companies  are  really  getting  more 
benefit  from  this  work  than  the  casualty  companies  are,  in  proportion 
to  what  it  costs  them  and  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  claims  they 
have.  The  report  of  the  Bureau  for  the  past  year — the  year  ending 
the  first  day  of  July — shows  that  we  had  229,664  disabilities  reported 
to  us  by  the  different  subscribers,  and  we  found  either  simultaneous 
or  previous  records  agamst  these  various  parties  in  92,842  cases,  40.4 
per  cent  of  the  claims  reported  to  us.  During  the  same  period,  the 
railroad  companies,  who  only  report  filed  claims,  received  from  us  22 
per  cent  of  what  we  call  duplicates;  that  is,  two  or  more  records  on 
the  same  man.  I  think  you  will  realize  how  valuable  it  is  to  you  to 
receive  on  an  average  information  of  other  claims  in,  say,  7  per  cent 
of  your  cases.  If  you  receive  but  one  out  of  100  you  are  going,  at  least, 
to  get  information  of  much  benefit.  It  only  costs  five  cents  to  report 
a  case. 

"We  have  at  the  present  time  55  large  active  casualty  insurance 
companies  and  48  of  the  largest  steam  railroads  in  the  country  co- 
operating in  this  work,  reporting  about  250,000  claims  a  year  to  us, 
in  addition  to  the  354  members  of  this  organization,  most  of  whom 
are  not  reporting  at  all.  Now  there  are  456  corporations  which  each 
and  every  one  of  you  can  co-operate  with  in  this  work.  In  no  other 
way  can  you  do  it  except  through  this  bureau  with  such  a  number  as 
that.  The  price  you  pay  then,  is,  under  our  contract,  first,  five  cents 
for  every  name  you  report  to  us.  The  other  price  you  pay  is  loyalty 
and  good  faith  to  the  other  subscribers,  and  a  small  amount  of  labor. 
You  are  all  supplied  with  blanks  upon  which  to  report." 

Understanding  this  business  as  thoroughly  as  I  do  I  saw  the  op- 
portunity to  organize  a  company  that  would  not  only  be  negatively 
loyal  and  refuse  to  divulge  information  that  comes  into  its  hands  in 
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a  confidential  way,  but  would  go  further  and  do  exactly  what  you 
would  want  to  do  if  a  brother  of  yours  were  killed  or  injured  and  it 
were  within  your  power  to  get  the  statements  of  witnesses.  The  in- 
surance company  has  an  opportunity  to  do  that  because  they  get  im- 
mediate notice  of  the  accident.  We  have  been  organizing  under  the 
laws  of  Illinois  a  trust  company  to  be  called  the  Loyal  Accident  In- 
surance Company.  Just  about  the  time  we  got  our  deposit  of  $100,000 
to  start  in  the  business,  ready  to  put  up  with  the  State  Treasurer  we 
had  an  opportunity  to  buy  control  of  the  Royal  Fraternal  Insurance 
Company  of  St.  Louis.  Its  deposit  of  $100,000  is  with  the  State  De- 
partment of  Missouri.  I  took  over  the  management  of  that  company 
and  was  elected  President  of  it  on  the  17th  of  this  month.  If  you 
feel  that  this  company  deserves  it,  I  want  it  to  have  the  endorsement 
of  the  coal  miners  of  this  state.  I  want  to  do  business  with  the  work- 
ers, not  only  in  the  mines,  but  everywhere,  especially  the  trades 
unionists.  The  trades  unionists  of  Illinois  are  now  paying  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  two  millions  paid  for  insurance  in  this  state.  I  think 
if  you  will  look  into  this  companv  vou  will  find  it  worthy  of  your 
patronage.  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  a  standing  committee  or  some 
other  committee  be  appointed  to  look  into  this.  I  know  you  cannot 
join  anything  of  that  kind  in  a  body.  There  are  a  large  number  of 
men  in  the  organizations  who  are  patronizing  these  55  companies  to 
whose  attention  this  double-dealing  ought  to  be  called.  I  believe  there 
is  no  question  of  wages  or  working  conditions  more  vital  to  a  conven- 
tion of  this  kind  than  the  question  of  personal  injury  suits. 

President  Walker — This  matter  will  be  taken  up  later  through 
the  regular  channels. 

President  Walker  appointed  Delegate  Hindmarsh  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  in  the  place  of 
Delegate  Philip  Davis,  who  was  absent  from  the  convention. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Roberts — A  great  many  of  you  have  never  been  out 
to  see  Lincoln's  tomb.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  but  should  see  that  at  some  time.  At  2  o'clock  cars 
will  be  ready  to  take  you  out  there.  They  will  be  at  the  post  oflace, 
and  if  you  will  get  aboard  you  will  be  taken  to  Lincoln's  tomb  to  pay 
a  mark  of  respect  to  the  great  emancipator.  When  you  get  through 
there  we  will  take  you  to  the  mine  rescue  station  in  the  other  end 
of  town  Later  you  ought  to  go  through  it  yourselves.  A  large  crowd 
cannot  examine  it  at  one  time.  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  best  things 
ever  adopted  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Delegate  Walker  stated  that  as  none  of  the  committees  were 
ready  to  report  it  might  be  well  to  adjourn  for  the  afternoon  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  work. 
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Delegate  Hutton — I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that 
the  convention  adjourn  to  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morning.  (Seconded 
and  carried.) 

At  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  9 
o'clock  a.  m.,  Thursday,  February  23rd. 
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THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  23. 


THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Thursday, 
February  23rd,  Vice  President  Groce  Lawrence  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  a  communication  from  Navarre  Lodge 
No.  142,  K.  of  P.,  in  which  an  invitation  was  extended  to  all  delegates 
members  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  to  meet  with  Navarre  Lodge 
Thursday  evening  at  Castle  Hall,  Fifth  and  Monroe  streets.  The 
communication,  was  signed  by  Harry  W.  Wilson,  K.  of  R.  and  S. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  communication: 

"Chicago,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 

"The  staff  of  the  Daily  Socialist  sends  you  greetings.  We  realize 
To  the  Miners  of  Illinois  in  Convention  Assembled,  Springfield,  Illinois: 
the  importance  of  your  proceedings  and  hope  your  meeting  will  prove 
both  pleasant  and  satisfactory.  We  congratulate  you  upon  the  spirit 
of  solidarity  evidenced  by  the  way  in  which  you  have  liberally  rallied 
to  the  support  of  your  brothers  and  sisters,  the  striking  garment 
workers  of  Chicago.  Only  through  labor  unions,  such  as  yours,  has 
the  life  and  liberty  of  the  workers  of  Illinois  been  protected  from  the 
forces  of  greed  and  the  arrogance  of  the  capitalist  courts.  The 
struggle  of  the  classes  is  ever  with  us.  In  this  struggle  the  Daily 
Socialist,  as  the  voice  of  the  organized  workers,  will  always  be  found 
on  your  side  and  fighting  for  your  cause.  May  each  succeeding  con- 
vention find  your  organization  stronger  and  still  stronger,  until  the  day 
of  the  working  class  has  come. 

Fraternally, 

CHICAGO  DAILY  SOCIALIST." 

Secretary  McDonald — The  time  limit  for  the  presentation  of  res- 
olutions will  expire  at  12  o'clock  today.  Any  one  having  resolutions 
will  kindly  present  them  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

Delegate  Lowe  (R.) — Is  the  Daily  Socialist  being  distributed  in 
this  convention? 

Secretary  McDonald — I  do  not  know  if  it  is  being  distributed. 


128  Minutes  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 

Delegate  Lowe — I  move  that  this  convention  have  copies  of  the 
Daily  Socialist  here  to  be  distributed  among  the  delegates. 

Vice  President  Lawrence — I  hardly  think  that  motion  is  in  order, 
Brother  Lowe. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  understand  two  of  their  representatives 
will  be  in  the  city  today,  but  they  will  be  at  the  State  House  this 
morning.  One  of  them  said  a  representative  would  be  in  the  conven- 
tion some  time  today  and  you  can  make  arrangements  with  him  when 
he  comes. 

Vice-President  Lawrence  asked  for  reports  from  the  different  com- 
miitees. 

Delegate  Edwards — The  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  is  not 
ready  to  report.  We  have  such  a  large  amount  of  matter  to  report  on 
this  year  that  we  will  not  be  able  to  get  our  report  to  the  convention 
for  some  time. 

Delegate  Wachter — The  Committee  on  Resolutions  is  not  quite 
ready  to  make  a  report. 

Delegate  Lewis  (J.  L.) — As  the  time  limit  for  presenting  resolu- 
tions does  not  expire  until  noon  today  and  a  number  of  them  have 
not  been  presented  to  the  committee,  we  thought  better  not  to  make 
a  report  for  the  Committee  on  Constitution  until  they  are  all  in. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — The  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances 
is  not  ready  to  report. 

Delegate  Collier — Owing  to  the  difficulty  we  have  in  hearing  the 
reports  back  here,  I  move  that  the  chairman  of  each  committee  make 
his  report  from  the  platform.  (Seconded.) 

Vice-President  Lawrence — I  presume  you  mean  the  Secretary  of 
each  committee.  The  secretaries  of  committees  usually  make  the  re- 
ports. 

Delegate  Collier — I  meant  the  secretary. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Collier  was  carried. 

Secretary  McDonald — Inasmuch  as  the  constitution  provides  for 
the  district  paying  the  transportation  of  the  delegates,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  all  the  delegates  outside  of  Springfield  make  out  bills  for 
their  transportation  and  present  them  at  the  opening  of  the  session 
this  afternoon.  I  have  no  blanks  prepared  for  that  purpose;  but  if 
each  delegate  will  make  out  his  bill,  giving  his  name,  the  place  where 
he  lives  and  the  amount  of  his  transportation  and  present  it  to  the 
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committee  it  will  facilitate  business.  As  soon  as  we  convene  this 
afternoon  we  will  have  the  distributing  committee  collect  the  bills  of 
the  different  delegates. 

Vice-President  Lawrence — Is  there  anything  to  come  up  under  the 
head  of  Miscellaneous  Business? 

Delegate  Flaaus — As  the  committees  are  not  ready  to  report,  in 
order  to  allow  them  to  work,  I  move  that  we  suspend  the  rules  and 
adjourn  to  1:30  this  afternoon.  That  will  give  them  ample  time  to 
prepare  their  reports.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Eslick — I  understand  the  time  limit  for  presenting  reso- 
lutions expires  at  noon  today.  That  will  hardly  give  the  Resolutions 
Committee  time  to  act  on  all  the  resolutions.  I  therefore  move  as  an 
amendment  that  when  we  adjourn  it  be  to  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morn- 
ing. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Smith  (T.  W.) — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon 
the  table.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

After  the  distribution  of  the  printed  proceedingc  of  the  previous 
day's  session,  the  convention  was  adjourned  at  9:30  a.  m.,  to  reconvene 
at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 
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THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  23. 


THIRD  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Thursday,  Febru- 
ary 23,  President  John  H.  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  made  a  brief  re- 
port on  a  number  of  delegates  whose  seating  the  committee  recom- 
mended. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Flaaus  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
adopted  and  the  delegates  seated. 

Delegate  Hall — That  completes  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials. 

Following  is  the  complete  report  of  the  Committee: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  21,  1911.  » 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  District 
No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Brothers — We,  your  Committee  on  Credentials,  recommend  that  the 
following  named  persons  be  seated  as  delegates  to  this  convention: 

L.  U.  No.      Name  of  Delegate.  Address.  No.  Votes. 

1   Braidwood    1 

2   Spring   Valley   1 

3  Ivo  Weir   Westville    2 

4  William  Hutton   Carbon  Hill     2 

11  Robert  Osborne   Coal  City    4 

12   Hanaford    1 

22    Robert  Osborne   Pontiac    1 

26  Martin  Freeman   Pittsburg    1 

27   Mt.  Pulaski    1 

30   .Lovington    1 

37    Charles  Salem   Coal  City    4 

41  Catlin    1 

43   Bpring  Valley — Bad  standing.  .  . 

43   fJpring  Valley — Bad  standing... 

43   ^  S^pring  Valley — Bad  standing... 
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L.  U.  No.     Name  of  Delegate.          Address.                     No.  Votes. 

52    John  Kenney   Centralia    4 

52    Charles  Merten   Centralia    4 

52    J.  M.  Zimmerman  Centralia    2 

57   Marquette — Bad   standing   4 

58  W.  H.  Paul  Kewanee   :   2 

67    Frank  Strake   Breese    4 

86   .Tilton    1 

88    Jesse  Anderson   Eldorado    2 

91     Johnston  City    1 

94    James  Blankenship  Moweaqua    1 

98    Frank  Soper   Duquoin    1 

98  Philip  Davis   puquoin    1 

99  Arthur  Schoenebeck   Belleville    5 

100   Mapleton    1 

101  Joe  Letacon   Pana    2 

106  Clint  Dowlar   Dunfermline    2 

107   Sunfield    1 

109    George  Bunch   Assumption    1 

122    A.  F.  Germer   Pocahontas    1 

125    John  Hittmeyer   Mt.  Olive    4 

146    James  Edwards   Divernon    5 

165    Charles  Bradley   Willisville    4 

167    William  Grimes   Witt    3 

224    Harry  Bangert   Lincoln    2 

240   .Marseilles    1 

247   Minonk    2 

264    Dominik  Barthlomocci   Riverton   2 

275   Fairview    1 

283    Thomas  Page   JATestville    4 

291   .Toluca   

291   Toluca   

297    J,  E.  Sprague   New  Baden    4 

300    James  Shaw   J^ilwood    1 

304  John  Wachter   Belleville    3 

305  Fred  Koenitz,  Jr  Rentchler   2 

307  Sorento    1 

310    George  Mehoehko   .Hillsboro   2 

312   Muncie    ! 

317    Dan  Davis   Springfield    1 

320  Philip  Finett  .^A^estville    3 

321  W.  A.  Roney   Springfield    1 

322  South  Danville    1 

331    Charles  J.  Johnson   .Springfield    1 

341   Lenzburg    1 
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L.  U.  No.     Name  of  Delegate,  Address. 

343   Sparta   

348    James  Murphy   Danville   

361  Edward  Crider  Niantic   

362   ^;oal  Valley  .  . . 

366    Thomas  Stevenson   Cutler   

368    A.  E.  Murphy   Cuba   

388    John  Mariania   Clifford   

388    W.  F.  Whitehouse   Clifford   

409    Edgar  Kelly   Duquoin   

413    William  Hall   Springfield   

420    William  E.  Jarrell   Eldorado   

438   Equality   

439   Pleasant  Plains 

448    Charles  Burris   Springfield    .  . . 

467   S.  Wilmington 

468   Fairbury   

470    Dan  Hannman   Duquoin   

473  Charles  Bennett   LaSalle   

474  Joseph  Boucher   Belleville   

478    W.  J.  Flaaus   Duquoin   

478    G.  W.  Froner   Duquoin   

482   Loding   

491  Fred  Trede   Auburn  

492  P.  H.  Mohan   Springfield   

493  Matt  Wilken   Riverton   

494  Peter  Moran  Springfield   

503    Pat  McDonald  Westville   

511    Jacob  Ranft   Tilden   

522   Pekin   

527    Louis  Davis   ,  Litchfield   

532   Collison   

535   Kramm   

563   E.  Peoria   

565   Equality   

567    Frank  Lucas   Springfield   

572   Dubois   

575    Claude  West   Pinckneyville  . 

598    Harry  Williams   Lincoln   

600    Robert  Eadie  . . ,  Pantrall   

605    John  Pieron   Murphysboro  . 

611   Sparta   

612  Mt.  Vernon  . . . 

618    Patrick  Gallagher   Perue   

620    Joe  Ricci   LaSalle   
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L.  U.  No.     Name  of  Delegate.  Address.                      No.  Votes. 

633    Calvin  Hibbs   Athens    1 

644    Walter  Shrams   Hillsboro    2 

646    B.  Williams   Taylorville    3 

649  M.  W.  Loebach   Perue    3 

650   Edwards   1 

651   Rutland    1 

654  Thomas  Francis   ^'allula    1 

655   .^Veaver    2 

65S    George  Rosan   Percy    2 

659    Thomas  Hendricks   Sparta    2 

661    James  Lord   Hanna  City    1 

663                                              (Coiilterville    1 

668    William  H.  Sharp   Worden   2 

672   ...Petersburg    1 

683    Lee  Garner   Murphysboro    2 

685    Philip  Schwaab,  Sr  CoUinsville    3 

685    J.  P.  Darmody   CoUinsville    3 

685    F.  J.  Hayes   CoUinsville    2 

685  Thomas  J.  Reynolds   CoUinsville    2 

686  Herman  Slinger,  Jr  Glen  Carbon    5 

687  Robert  Browning   Freesburg    3 

691    V.  D.  Coons   Jroy    4 

693    James  Brown   yirden    2 

693  James  Shaw   Virden    1 

694  James  Greenan   pirard    3 

.696   .Galatia    1 

701  Chauncey  C.  Brown   Wilderman    1 

702   Carlinville   1 

703  George  Keck   O'Fallon    2 

704   Trenton    2 

705  David  Wilson   O'Fallon    4 

706   French  Village    1 

707   Peoria   1 

710   Pana    2 

711  Frank  Shelton                       Johnston  City    2 

711  John  W.  Jarrard  Johnson  City    1 

712   Edinburg    1 

714   Braceville    1 

715  Edward  Chappell  Odin    3 

717  Marion    2 

720  Leo  Safko   Staunton    5 

721  Harry  Pierson   Pana    2 

721    F.   Vavis  Pana    1 

726    Frank  Obermiller   Wenona    2 
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L.  U.  No.     Name  of  Delegate.  Address.  No.  Votes. 

728  William  Govan   Mt.  Olive    3 

728  A.  P.  Germer   Mt.  Olive    .2 

730  Neil  Kelley   Gillespie   5 

731  Thomas  Cooper   Springfield    4 

732  George  Vicary   Pottstown    1 

734  George  Tomblin   Peoria    3 

736  John  Ricco   Dalzell    5 

737   JLaSalle    2 

743   1.ebanon    1 

744  A.  S.  Guppy  Bartonville    2 

748   Torino    3 

745  William  O'Brien   Pawnee    4 

750  Andrew  Adamson   Belleville    2 

753  P.  J.  Irvin  Bloomington    2 

754  Will  Patterson   Riverton    4 

755  Peter  Moerth   Staunton    4 

755  H.  R.  Stroud   Staunton    4 

757  John  Grifeen   31kville    3 

758  Ewell  Wrork   .edford    2 

758  Jack  Moffitt   ^edford   1 

763  Charles  Eagen  ............ .Greenridge  '.  2 

765  James  Ward   Breese   ,   2 

766  Alva  Coakse   Herrin   2 

781  Robert  Bain   Decatur    2 

784  Al.  Isgrigg  Marissa    3 

784  Fred  M.  Jones   Marissa    3 

792  John  Anderson   Norris    2 

794  Hugh  Wallace  Eldorado    3 

798  James  Hindmarsh   Harrisburg   5 

800  Ben  King   Streator    4 

800  John  Keating   .Streator   

800  Frank  Farrington   Streator   

807  John  Clark   Selbytown   

815  Louis  Kaskale   Lincoln   

820  Herman  Soehlke   Edwardsville   

822   Pana    

826  Mike  Radskice   Barclay   

834   Spaulding   

843  Giles  Davis    Harrisburg   3 

848  Frank  Hefferly   Collinsville    3 

850  Thomas  H.  Smith   .Dawson   1 

859  Nick  Schilling   Belleville    2 

859  Conrad  Green   ....Belleville   2 

860  Ed  Williams   :;,.^v..St.  David   3 
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Li.  U.  No.     Name  of  Delegate.  Address. 

892  Sa,m  Pullner   Kingston  Mines 

893  Jess  Weston  Canton   

895'  Henry  Filler    Eoanoke  

923  Michael  Pietzak   Oglesby  

931  George  Helmer  Seatonville    . . . 

944  Frank  Melvin   .Herrin   

946  William  Bartrom   Farmington  . . . 

948  Oakwood   

951  William  Shea   Ledford   

959  Paul  Simmon   .West  Frankfort 

974   Athens   

980  Thomas  H.  Harvey  Coffeen   

986  George  F.  Wilson   Herrin   

986  W.  H.  Sneed   Herrin   

992  Alex  Williams   Zeigler   . 

996   Braid  wood  .. 

997  John  Birnbaum  .   Springfield    . . 

999  Pat  Monoghan   Springfield  . 

1000  Dallas  Vance   Herrin   

1011   Colfax   

1040  D.  W.  Dove   Harrisburg  . 

1051  Dominik  Corso   Ladd   

1053  Pat  Framm   ^Mayton   

1093     Reeves   

1055  S.  E.  Storme   Colchester    . . 

1057  John  Hunter  Carrier  Mills 

1059  Charles  J.  McClatchley  Danville   

1064   Cardiff   

1085  Dominik  Chocketty   New  Athens 

1090  A.  F.  Germer   Royalton    . . . 

1091  William  E.  Woods  Reeves   

1101   Braidwood  . 

1103  Evan  Evans   .Westville  . . . 

1104  Isaac  Edwards  Sherrard   . . . 

1108  Joseph  Charillo  Taft   

1112  E.  E.  Keel   ^.Carrier  Mills 

1115  Thomajs  Nevills   Springfield  . 

1117  Harry  Dunbar   Marion   

1144  .Carterville  . . 

1146  Charles  Bell  ...Carterville  . 

1151  Chris  Jobson   Rend  City  . . 

1193  Pat  Cowffield   Brereton    . . . 

1202  John  Baxendale   .^Tilden   

1207   .Tamoroa    . . . 
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L.  U.  No.      Name  of  Delegate.  Address.  No.  Votes. 

1213  Thomas  Dominetto   .Farmington    3 

1213  James  Lord   Farmington    1 

1228  J.  Ward  Green   Dewmaine    3 

1237  John  Kane   Sessar    3 

1239  A.  A.  Pearce   Johnston  City    1 

1248  Leon  Lobroski   Herrin    3 

1248  Edward  Lonkin   Herrin    2 

1254   St.  John    1 

1273  Samuel  Collier   Carterville    1 

1285  Charles  Christ   .Mascoutah    1 

1356  O.  P.  Brown  Georgetown    5 

1380  E.  iS.  Howard   Marion    2 

1380  G.  Norman   Marion    1 

1391   Thayer    4 

1401  James  Hailstone   Matherville    1 

1415   Coulterville    1 

1425   Sparland    1 

1449  B.  D.  Vickers   .^Vasson    2 

1454   Pittsburg    1 

1459  C.  M.  Norman   Marion    1 

1466  James  Pygett   Herrin   2 

1470  Joe  Wood   Benton    4 

1471   Springfield   ^   1 

1475  J.  W.  Babb   Panama   2 

1475  John  H.  Brown   Panama    2 

1484  Thomas  Hunter   Nokomis   1 

1490  H.  W.  Harper  Fiatt    1 

1523   Cedar  Point    3 

1632  Joseph  Eslick   Springfield    1 

1677  J.  C.  Adams   Eldorado    2 

1722  Ike  Weaver   Oglesby    2 

1749  Achille  Lete   Westville    3 

1754  Richard  Lowe  Mechanicsburg    1 

1776   W.  Frankfort    1 

1769   Equality    1 

1782  Fred  Findall   Royalton    1 

1795  George  Sisles   Herrin    3 

1997  Fred  Jackson   Edgemont    2 

1800   Peoria    1 

1802  John  Roach   Maryville    5 

1806   .Coulterville    1 

1821   Tilden    1 

1840   Oakwood   1 

1865  William  Hogan   Eldorado    2 
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L.  U.  No.      Name  of  Delegate.  Address.  No.  Votes. 

1880  Thomas  Ice  Marion    3 

1880  Thomas  Saunders   Marion    2 

1893  Peter  Scanlon   Witt    2 

1893  James  Kellett  Witt    1 

1899  James  Gleason   Edgemont    4 

1901  D.  M.  Shreve  Marion    1 

1908   Auburn    2 

1910  W.  E.  Keilhorn   Harrisburg    1 

1911  Stanley  Colis   ^Springfield    1 

1927   Farmington    1 

1941  Ben  Smith   Johnston  City    2 

1944  Frank  H.  Thomas   Westville    2 

1948   Pekin    1 

1971  John  L.  Jones   W.  Frankfort    1 

1986   .Norris    2 

2129  L,.  P.  Brown   Marion    1 

2133   DeSoto    1 

2158  Elisha  Clark   Tower  Hill   2 

2212  William  Walls   Middletown    1 

2215  Fred  Edwards   Johnston  City    5 

2216  E.  A.  Mcintosh  Marion    2 

2219  James  Wilkinson  Gillespie    3 

2219  David  Shaw   Gillespie   3 

2221  George  Sommer   Benton   4 

2307   Pranville    5 

2368  James  Davis   Murphysboro    2 

2376  E.  H.  Owlett  Christopher    5 

2384  James  McFate   .Gilchrist    1 

2385  Wilbert  Hickman   Springfield    2 

2403  John  Skymanskey   Springfield    2 

2404  George  Holmes   Virden    4 

2416  Thomas  Gallagher   Farmersville    1 

2441  John  Young   Springfield    3 

2443  William  Robinson   Blue  Mound    1 

2467   Danville    1 

2468  T.  J.  McDonald   Christopher    4 

2469  W.  M.  McDowell  Herrin    2 

2513  E  l  Pope   Taylorville    3 

2514  Ed  Scattler   Shiloh   2 

2515  William  Shea  .Harrisburg    4 

2553  James  Straight   Sherman    2 

2553  Mat  Monahan   Sherman    1 

2553  P.  E.  Quinn   Sherman    1 

2554  George  F.  Cooper    Whiteash    2 
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L,.  U.  No.       Name  of  Delegate.         Address.                      No.  Votes. 

2555  Thomas  Duddy   Bush   3 

2556  Lon  Felts   Carterville   2 

2562   Springfield   3 

2604   DeSota  ^   1 

2619    Ed  McGinnis  Beckemeyer   3 

2622    William  Roper   Herrin    2 

2621    H.W.Henry  Decatur     3 

2650  Harrisburg    I 

2651  James  Uhles   ^Winkle    1 

2654    William  Plynn   Auburn    3 

2656    Thomas  McAllister   Livingston    3 

2656  Thos.  Beymont  Livingston    3 

2657  Jack  Otterson   W.  Frankfort    2 

2668   Fairmount    1 

2676   Danville    .........  1 

2678  Herrin   1 

2679  George  Dougall  Hillsboro   3 

2703   Johnston  City   - 

2704   Marion                             ...   1 

2705  M.  O.  Green   Stonington   ■ . . .  2 

2706   So.  Wilmington    2 

2707  William  Cloud   Benld   3 

2707  Edgar  Lowery   Benld   3 

2708  Philip  Veal   French  Village    4 

2709   Norris  City   1 

2710  Richard  Baum   .,DeCamp   ;   ^ 

2711  James  Farrow   Cherry    2 

2809    Ben  Montle   Farmington    2 

2837    W.  G.  Russell   Carrier  Mills    2 

2840   .Middlegrove    1 

8617    Chas.  Burman   Spring  Valley   2 

8617    Chas.   Schwarting  Spring  Valley   3 

607 

Number  of  locals  represented   229 

Number  of  delegates  252 

Number  of  locals  not  represented   95 

Number  of  votes   ......  607 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  HALL, 
EVAN  OWENS, 
ALEX.  ROBERTSON, 

Credential  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Delegate  Weir,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  reported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  1. 

Secretary  Weir,  of  the  Committee,  read  a  resoliition  asking  that 
the  agreements  be  printed  in  various  foreign  languages.  After  a  brief 
discussion,  which  follows,  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee, 
and  will  be  printed  when  the  committee  reports  on  that  and  similar 
resolutions  that  will  be  referred  from  another  committee. 

The  committee  referred  Resolution  No.  1  to  the  convention  without 
recommendation. 

Delegate  Russell — The  foreign  element  is  very  strong  where  I  come 
from,  and  as  they  do  not  know  anything  I  would  be  in  favor  of  non-con- 
curring in  the  report. 

Delegate  Hefi'erly — I  want  to  take  exception  to  the  statement  of 
Brother  Russell  that  the  foreign  element  do  not  know  anything.  Tha: 
is  a  reflection  on  them,  and  we  should  not  stand  for  it. 

Delegate  Thomas — move  that  the  agreements  be  printed  in  as 
many  foreign  languages  as  is  necessary  so  that  the  foreign  members  of 
our  district  can  understand  the  agreement.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Straud — I  would  like  to  ask  the  committee  if  they  haven't 
other  resolutions  on  the  same  subject. 

Secretary  Weir — We  have  no  other  resolutions  of  this  kind. 

Delegate  Bradley,  Local  165 — I  move  that  the  motion  offered  by 
Delegate  Thomas  be  laid  on  the  table.    (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  McDonald  (P.) — I  introduced  a  resolution  along  similar 
lines,  providing  that  agreements  be  printed  in  the  various  languages 
spoken  by  m-ombers  of  our  organization,  so  there  will  be  no  misunder- 
standing when  we  have  another  suspension.  If  the  agreement  is  printed 
in  the  various  languages  these  members  can  not  plead  that  they  did  not 
understand  it  when  they  fail  to  live  up  to  it.  My  resolucion  provideu 
that  the  agreement  be  supplied  to  each  local  union  at  cost.  That  wnl 
relieve  the  state  of  the  expense.  My  resolution  rell  short  in  one  respect. 
I  did  not  think  I  had  any  authority  to  put  it  in,  but  a  provision  of  this 
sort  should  have  a  penalty  attached. 

Delegate  Stroud — I  would  like  to  ask  the  committee  if  they  haven't 
tions  of  tne  same  character  presented  to  the  committee  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution.  I  therefore  move  that  the  resolution  in  question 
be  re-referred  to  the  committee.  (Seconded.) 
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Presicien.  Walker — With  the  understanding  that  action  will  be  de- 
ferred until  the  other  resolutions  bearing  on  the  subject  reach  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  refer  on  the  table  was  lost. 

A  Delegate — Will  this  subject  come  up  under  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  if  it  is  voted  down  here? 

President  Walker — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  will  not 
be  a  constitutional  question,  but  the  motion  provides  that  action  will 
be  deferred  until  the  resolutions  on  the  subject  are  all  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee. 

Secretary  McDonald — It  is  true  there  are  a  number  of  resolutions 
bearing  on  this  subject.  I  did  not  pay  very  strict  attention  to  them, 
but  I  remember  that  three  or  four  of  them  dealt  with  the  question  of 
furnishing  the  agreement  printed  in  foreign  languages,  i  think  they 
read  practically  the  same.  I  want  to  take  this  occasion — while  it  is 
not  entirely  in  order — to  say  that  during  the  time  I  have  been  in  office 
my  experience  is  that  there  are  possibly  from  six  to  eight  local  unions 
during  the  year  that  make  requests  for  agreements  in  foreign  lan- 
guages. It  has  reached  the  point  in  parts  of  our  state  where  I  think 
it  will  be  necessary  to  get  the  agreements  printed  in  foreign  languages 
or  start  a  school  to  educate  the  members  in  the  English  language.  The 
only  objection  1  have  to  the  agreement  being  printed  in  some  foreign 
languages  is  that  if  they  are  printed  in  a  language  spoken  by  a  large 
number  of  members,  other  nationalities,  of  which  there  may  be  but 
one  or  two  hundred  members  in  the  state,  will  think  they  have  a  rigbt 
to  have  it  in  their  language. 

To  translate  the  constitution  into  one  language  costs  us  something 
over  one  hundred  dollars  to  pay  the  translator.  It  will  be  very  ex- 
pensive to  have  the  agreement  printed  in  a  number  of  languages,  es- 
pecially where  there  are  only  a  few  members  who  speak  a  particular 
language.  I  believe  there  are  two  or  three  languages  in  which  it  should 
be  printed.  We  have  a  large  number  of  Italian  brothers  and  a  large 
number  who  speak  the  Slavish  language.  According  to  the  argument 
of  Brother  McDonald  it  will  be  very  expensive  if  the  individual  is  re- 
quired to  pay  for  the  agreement  printed  in  a  language  spoken  by  not 
more  than  one  or  two  hundred  members  in  the  state.  I  think  it  will 
be  necessary  to  print  it  in  some  of  the  foreign  languages.  I  think  it 
will  encourage  people  to  take  an  interest  in  it,  and  if  it  does  it  will 
be  money  well  spent  to  have  the  agreement  printed  in  different  lan- 
guages so  the  members  will  become  entirely  familiar  with  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  committee  was  carried. 
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Eesolution  No.  3. 

To  the  Twenty-second  Annual  District  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  The  members  of  Local  Union  No.  420,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
District  No.  12,  are  strictly  opposed  to  arbitration  in  any  form,  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  convention  now  in  session  eliminate  from  our 
next  contract  any  phrase  pertaining  to  arbitration. 

W.  A.  DUNSMORE, 
JASON  NEWMAN, 
MAT  KEARNS, 
Committee  on  Resolutions,  Local  Union  No.  420. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Secretary  Weir — We  have  three  resolutions  that  deal  with  the 
same  subject  matter.    Resolutions  Nos.  4,  34  and  57. 

Resolution  No.  4. 

To  the  Twenty-second  Annual  District  Convention  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
Whereas,  The  members  of  District  No.  12,  Illinois,  were  compelled 

to  go  through  a  five  and  one-half  months'  strike  last  summer,  and 

only  received  about  one  dollar  per  week  from  our  district  office  as 

support  during  this  fight  and  struggle  for  existence  to  win  the  great 

victory;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  deplore  the  action  of  our  District  President  in 

handing  out  our  funds  so  liberally  to  outsiders;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  think  $5,000  too  large  a  gift  at  any  one  time, 

with  the  State  of  Illinois  mines  working  from  one  to  three  days  per 

week. 

W.  A.  DUNSMORE, 
JASON  NEWMAN, 
MAT  KEARNS, 
Committee  on  Resolutions,  Local  Union  No.  420. 

Resolution  No.  34. 

Be  it  Resolved.  That  we,  as  members  of  Local  1085,  condemn  the 
action  of  our  State  President  Walker  and  the  rest  of  our  State  dele- 
gates in  donating  $5,000.00  to  the  Garment  Workers  of  Chicago,  when 
we  have  donated  our  portion  already  from  Local  1085,  and  also  that 
our  State  officials  knowing  our  deplorable  condition  financially  after 
the  long  struggle  we  went  through  last  summer,  working  only  one  or 
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two  days  a  week,  and  we  are  always  at  all  times  ready  to  help  all  crafts 
in  tiielr  struggle,  but  at  present  not  in  condition  to  do  so. 

Resolution  adopted  by  LfOcal  1085,  Cardiff,  Illinois. 

Committee  non-concurs. 

Resolution  No  57. 
Whereas,  The  delegates  to  the  International  Convention  from  Illinois 
donated  $5,000  out  of  the  State  Treasury  without  instructions  from  the 
members;  and, 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  money  paid  into  the  State  treasury  by 
the  rank  and  file  in  the  form  of  assessments  should  not  be  donated 
to  other  unions  except  by  a  referendum  vote  of  the  members;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  neither  the  State  Convention  nor  the  Executive 
Board  be  allowed  to  donate  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  to  any  labor 
union,  on  strike  or  otherwise,  without  a  referendum  vote  of  Ihe  mem- 
bers; and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  protest  against  the  action  of  the  delegates  to 
the  International  convention  in  donating  $5,000  when  the  members  of 
Illinois  are  burdened  with  so  many  assessments  and  so  many  of  the 
members  are  working  only  half  time. 

BEN  KING, 
JOHN  KEATING, 

Delegates. 

Delegate  Weir,  ^Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  committee  non- 
concurs in  all  the  resolutions,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  part  of 
Resolution  57  in  regard  to  a  referendum  vote  and  the  donation  of  $200 
The  committee  concurs  in  that  part  when  amended  by  striking  out 
"$200"  and  inserting  "$500." 

Delegate  King  (B.) — I  move  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com 
mittee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — The  resolutions  are  not  alike.  The  first 
resolution  condemns  the  head  of  this  organization,  while  the  second  res- 
olution places  the  blame  where  it  belongs,  on  the  delegates.  I  believe 
in  putting  the  blame  where  it  belongs. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Weir,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — We  have  a  number  ol 
resolutions  dealing  with  the  same  subject  matter,  the  first  part  of  Reso 
lution  No.  6,  Resolution  No.  18,  Resolution  No.  29,  Resolution  ]  o.  90 
Resolution  No.  96  and  Resolution  No.  98,  as  follows: 
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Resolution  No.  6. 
first  section. 

We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  659,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Sparta,  Illi- 
nois, do  hereby  condemn  the  action  taken  by  the  International  conven- 
tion at  Columbus,  Ohio,  which  compels  our  ex-President,  Brother  John 
Mitchell,  to  either  resign  his  membership  in  the  Civic  Federation  or 
sever  his  connection  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Resolution  No.  18. 

Whereas,  The  delegates  to  the  last  International  convention 
adopted  a  section  to  our  constitution,  legislating  members  out  of  our 
ranks;  and, 

Whereas,  We  believe  it  has  done  our  organization  an  injustice,  be- 
cause the  world  at  large  looks  upon  our  worthy  Bro.  John  Mitchell  as 
the  greatest  labor  leader  who  ever  lived,  and  the  same  people  are  ask- 
ing why  we  would  legislate  so  great  a  man  from  among  our  ranks; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  by  the  members  of  Local  58,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  regular 
session  assembled,  that  we  do  hereby  condemn  the  action  of  the  dele- 
gates who  voted  and  caused  to  be  voted,  such  a  section  to  our  constitu- 
tion; and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  Internationftl 
Secretary  Edwin  Perry,  with  request  that  they  be  printed  in  the  Mine 
Workers'  Journal. 

D.  W.  DAVIS,  Pres., 
W.  H.  PAUL,  Sec'y, 

Local  No.  58. 

(SEAL.) 

'  Resolution  No.  29. 

Lincoln,  111.,  Feb.  13,  1911. 
At  a  business  meeting  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  815,  U. 
M.  W.  of  A.,  held  in  their  hall  on  Feb.  13,  1911,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanim.ously    adopted,    with    almost    two    hundred  members 
present: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Local  No.  815,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
sincerely  regret  the  action  taken  at  the  national  convention,  whereby 
reflection  was  cast  upon  on  our  beloved  brother  and  leader,  John 
Mitchell,  in  asking  him  to  relinquish  his  membership  in  this  union  or 
in  Ihe  Civic  Federation;  and,  which  we  heartily  beleve  if  left  to  a 
vote  of  the  members  of  the  local  unions,  would  have  been  overwhelm- 
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ingly  defeated,  but,  which  action  we  believe  was  brought  about  by  a 
prejudiced  delegation  of  a  so-called  political  party,  and  by  their  action 
they  have  brought  reflection  on  our  union;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  state 
convention  and  urge  the  convention  to  take  some  action  to  right  the 
wrong  which  we  believe  has  been  done  our  brother;  also  that  a  copy 
be  sent  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal. 

A.  J.  PHELAN, 
D.  H.  BETIZER, 
D.  E.  NEYLON, 

(Seal.)  Resolutions  Committee,  Local  No.  815. 

Resolution  No.  90. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-second  Annual  District  Convention  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
Gentlemen — I  herewith  submit  the  following  resolution  for  your 
consideration: 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  1632, 
Springfield,  Illinois,  very  much  regret  the  action  taken  at  the  last 
annual  international  convention  in  regard  to  our  ex-president,  John 
Mitchell;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  condemn  the  action  of  the  delegates  who  voted 
for  the  amendment  to  the  constitution,  to  expel  Brother  Mitchell  from 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  Before  such  action  should  have  been  taken  that  the 
above  r:amed  amendment  should  have  been  referred  to  the  member- 
ship for  a  referendum  vote;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  honor  and 
integrity  of  John  Mitchell,  also  that  he  did  make  us  an  efiicient  and 
fearless  leader;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  there  is  not  a  man  who  has  ever  lead  a  labor  or- 
ganization who  stands  higher  in  the  rank  and  file  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  public  than  does  Brother  Mitchell;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  believe  Brother  Mitchell  can  do  us  a 
volume  of  good  by  being  a  member  of  the  Civic  Federation  and  would 
urge  that  Brother  Mitchell  retain  his  position  there,  and  also  his  mem- 
bership with  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we,  at  this  convention,  take  action  in  regard  to 
Brother  Mitchell  retaining  his  membership  with  this  organization,  and 
in  the  Civic  Federation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  ESLICK, 
Local  Union  No.  1632, 

Springfield,  III. 
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Resolution  No.  96. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion, District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

We,  the  undersigned  delegates  to  this  convention,  do  respectfully 
petition  this  committee  to  concur  in  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  The  last  International  Convention  by  an  amendment  to 
the  International  Constitution  has  made  it  impossible  for  a  member  of 
our  union  to  belong  to  the  National  Civic  Federation;  and. 

Whereas,  John  Mitchell  being  the  only  member  of  our  organization 
holding  a  membership  in  the  Civic  Federation,  it  is  shown  beyond  a 
doubt  that  this  amendment  was  a  malicious  infringment  upon  the  per- 
soral  rights  of  Brother  Mitchell  and  a  cowardly  attack  on  his  reputa- 
tion, both  as  a  good  honorable  citizen  and  a  loyal  union  man;  and, 

Whereas,  He  served  our  union  honestly  and  faithfully  for  many 
years,  and  is  still  loyal  and  true  to  the  cause  of  organized  labor;  and, 

Whereas,  The  rank  and  file  of  our  organization  expressed  their  sin- 
cere respect  and  confidence  in  him  at  our  last  election  by  giving  him 
a  majority  of  forty  thousand  votes  over  any  candidate  for  delegate  to 
the  next  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  at  the  same 
time  knowing  full  well  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion; and, 

Whereas,  We,  the  delegates  now  in  convention  assembled,  believe 
that  the  wishes  of  the  rank  and  file  of  our  great  union  should  be  ad- 
hered to  by  those  who  transact  their  business;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  thjfs  convention  go  on  record  as  not  favoring  the 
action  of  the  last  International  Convention  in  destroying  the  member- 
ship of  Brother  Mitchell;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  International  Pres- 
ident, T.  L.  Lewis,  and  also  a  like  copy  be  sent  to  Brother  John  Mitchell. 

J.  P.  KELLETH,  Local  1893, 
JNO.  H.  BROWN,  Local  1475, 
JNO.  W.  BABB,  Local  1475,  ' 
JOHN  YOUNG,  Local  2441, 
CHAS.  EAGAN,  Local  763. 

Resolution  No.  98. 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  our  former  President.  John  Mitchell, 
was  very  much  mistreated  by  the  action  taken  by  the  International 
Convention,  held  in  Columbus.  Ohio;  therefore,  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  the  matter  be  taken  up  in  this,  our  Twenty-Second 
Annual  Convention  of  Illinois,  District  No.  12,  and  be  considered  to 
the  best  ability  of  the  delegates  now  in  attendance. 

(Signed)    V.  D.  COONS,  L.  U.  691,  Troy, 

ROBERT  BAIN,  L.  U.  781,  Decatur, 
GEORGE  BUNCH,  L.  U.  109,  Assumption. 

The  committee  referred  the  resolutions  to  the  convention  without 
recommendation. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  as  read. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bird,  Staunton — I  move  that  we  table  the  motion  to  adopt 
the  resolutions.     (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  "Wilson  (D.) — I  do  not  know  what  object  will  be  accom- 
plished by  adopting  the  resolutions.  I  believe  the  resolutions  have 
come  to  the  wrong  convention.  Some  of  the  resolutions  say  that  we 
are  legislating  John  Mitchell  out  of  the  organization,  I  do  not  look  at 
it  in  that  way.  The  International  convention  gave  John  Mitchell  his 
choice  of  leaving  the  Civic  Federation  or  leaving  our  International  or- 
ganization. What  do  you  expect  to  accomplish  by  adopting  these  res- 
olutions? You  can  accomplish  nothing  in  this  convention.  We  have 
got  to  adopt  some  other  course  if  we  are  going  to  retain  John  Mitchell 
in  our  membership. 

Delegate  Kellett — I  would  like  to  ask  the  brother  a  question. 

President  Walker — With  his  permission. 

Delegate  Wilson — I  will  answer. 

Delegate  Kellett — i  would  like  to  ask  the  brother  if  he  would  be 
willing  to  have  this  convention  take  action  on  his  membership  in  his 
absence? 

Delegate  Wilson — This  convention  is  not  taking  action  on  his 
membership  here. 

Delegate  Kellett — The  international  convention  took  action  on  his 
membership  in  his  absence? 

Delegate  Wilson — Yes,  he  was  absent. 

Delegate  Kellett — Do  you  consider  that  a  fair  proposition? 

President  Walker — Delegate  Kellett  got  permission  to  ask  one 
question.  If  he  wants  to  ask  another  he  will  have  to  go  through  the 
same  procedure.   Delegate  Kellett  has  the  floor. 
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Delegate  Kellett — I  was  a  delegate  to  the  International  Convention 
in  Columbus,  and  1  want  to  say  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  were  not 
there  that,  m  my  opinion,  the  attack  that  was  made  on  John  Mitchell, 
or  the  amendment  that  was  made  to  the  constitution  was  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  kill  his  membership.  John  Mitchell  is  th3  only  mine 
worker  who  holds  membership  in  the  National  Civic  Federation.  If 
it  was  not  to  kill  his  membership,  why  was  the  amendment  made? 
There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  nor  I  think  in  the  minds  of  any  fair- 
minded  man,  that  if  John  Mitchell  had  been  there  to  defend  his  posi- 
tion some  of  the  gentlemen  who  led  the  fight  so  vigorously  would  not 
have  had  the  courage  to  come  out  as  they  did. 

Another  thing,  gentlemen.  The  miners  of  this  country  in  the  last 
election  cast  40,000  votes  more  for  John  Mitchell  than  were  cast  for 
any  other  candidate  on  the  ticket.  I  think  that  expresses  the  senti- 
mer  t  and  the  wishes  and  the  desires  of  the  rank  and  file  of  our  or- 
garization.  I  hold  that  even  an  international  convention  has  no  right 
to  vote  agaist  the  wishes  and  the  desires  of  the  rank  and  file. 

President  Walker — I  would  like  to  have  the  delegates  keep  perfect 
order.  Do  not  get  impatient.  There  will  be  no  gag  rule  here.  Every 
delegate  will  have  an  opportunity  to  express  his  views,  if  the  chair 
has  anything  to  say  about  its  being  done.  The  best  way  to  get  action 
and  the  quickest  way  will  be  for  every  one  to  try  to  restrain  his  feel- 
ings. Always  keep  in  mind  that  the  rank  and  file  is  paying  for  your 
handclapping. 

Delegate  Germer  (A.  F.) — As  I  am  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  last 
Iternational  Convention  who  are  to  be  condemned  by  these  resolu- 
tion for  my  attitude  on  this  question,  I  also  want  to  say  a  few  words 
for  the  benefit  of  the  delegates  who  are  here.  It  is  not  a  personal  fight 
with  me,  and  I  made  that  very  clear  in  the  Columbus  convention. 
Those  who  have  attended  our  conyentions  for  years  know  that  I  have 
always  fought  the  Civic  Federation,  and  so  far  as  the  vote  is  con- 
cerned, it  has  nothing  to  do  whatever  with  the  character  of  the  Civic 
Federation  or  our  attitude  towards  it. 

Delegate  Kellett — I  want  to  raise  a  point  of  order. 

President  Walker — State  your  point. 

Delegate  Kellett — We  are  not  now  discussing  the  merits  of  the 
Civic  Federation,  but  whether  or  not  it  is  right  for  the  International 
convent^"on  to  take  away  Brother  Mitchell's  membership. 

President  Walker — As  the  chair  stated,  there  will  be  no  restric- 
tion so  far  as  he  can  prevent  it  on  the  scope  of  the  discussion  so  long 
as  it  may  have  a  real  bearing  on  the  question  at  issue.  The  resolutions 
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provide  for  the  condemnation  of  the  Internationa]  Convention  for  its 
action  in  this  matter;  and  any  statements  made  by  the  delegates  to 
justify  the  action  of  that  convention  are  germane  to  the  quesion,  just 
as  statements  to  the  contray  are  germane.  I  therefore  rule  that 
Delegate  Germer  is  within  his  rights  in  discussing  the  question. 

Delegate  Germer — I  maintain  that  the  merits  of  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion is  a  vital  question  in  the  discussion  of  these  resolutions.  It  was 
on  the  character  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  that  the  Interna- 
tional Convention  took  action.  It  is  only  casting  the  searchlight  on  the 
make-up  of  the  Civic  Federation  and  its  purpose,  and  the  delegates  in 
the  International  Convention,  after  a  lengthy  discussion,  decided  that 
the  Civic  Federation  is  not  an  institution  calculated  to  do  any  good 
for  the  miners  of  thjs  country. 

I  have  been  fighting  the  Civic  Federation  because  of  its  character 
and  its  purpose.  For  the  benefit  of  the  delegates  who  were  not  in  Co- 
lumbus it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  consider  briefly  the  history  of  the 
Civic  Federation  and  the  history  of  some  of  the  men  who  are  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  Civic  Federation.  After  we  have  considered  that  I 
want  the  delegates  to  ask  themselves  whether  these  men  are  going 
to  spend  money  for  the  purpose  of  doing  the  working  men  of  this  na- 
tion any  good,  when  their  history  has  been  one  of  union-wrecking? 

Who  originated  the  Civic  Federation?  One  of  the  shrewdest  states- 
man the  country  has  ever  known.  He  engaged  another  cunning  poli- 
tician to  foster  it.  The  man  who  originated  the  Civic  Federation  was 
Mark  Hanna.  Anyone  who  knows  anything  about  the  American  labor 
movement  knows  the  part  he  played  in  reference  to  organized  labor. 
He  engaged  the  cunning  trickster,  Ralph  Easley.  I  want  to  know  if 
Easley  has  ever  done  one  act  that  reflects  favorably  on  his  character 
as  a  friend  of  organized  labor? 

Who  are  the  men  who  have  financed  the  Civic  Federation.  Not 
men  of  the  organized  labor  movement.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
labor  organization  in  the  country  that  contributes  one  cent  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Civic  Federation.  Its  support  comes  from  Carnegie, 
a  man  who  represents  the  public  in  the  Civic  Federation;  it  comes 
from  Belmont,  the  friend  of  the  union  man  who  hired  James  Farley  and 
his  professional  strike  breakers  to  break  up  the  street  car  men's  or- 
ganization in  New  York. 

Delegate  Eagan  (C.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

President  Walker — What  is  your  point  of  order? 

Delegate  Eagan — The  delegate  has  exceeded  his  time  for  speakirg 
by  one  minute. 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Delegate  Germer's  time 
for  speaking  be  extended. 

Delegate  Germer — 1  would  like  to  ask  the  delegate  a  question. 

President  Walker — Unless  the  convention  extends  your  time  you 
will  not  have  time  to  ask  questions. 

The  motion  to  extend  the  time  of  speaking  for  Delegate  Germer 
was  carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  101  in  the  affirative  to  96  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

President  Walker — As  far  as  possible,  I  hope  the  delegates  will  cut 
out  personalities  and  confine  themselves  to  a  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — No  time  has  been  set  for  a  speaker  whose 
time  has  been  extended. 

President  Walker — Unless  the  convention  rules  otherwise,  the 
time  will  be  only  extended  five  minutes. 

Delegate  Germer — The  finance  is  also  furnished  by  D.  R.  Francis  of 
St.  Louis,  who  helped  destroy  the  street  car  men's  union  in  that  city. 
It  is  furnished  by  the  Steel  Trust,  that  destroyed  our  organization  in 
Alabama  and  the  Steel  Workers'  organization  in  McKee's  Rocks.  All 
you  need  to  do  is  to  go  over  the  list  that  represents  the  employers  and 
the  public,  and  you  will  hav-a  to  use  a  microscope  to  find  one  who  has 
ever  shown  friendship  to  organized  labor. 

The  Civic  Federation,  and  not  only  the  National  body,  but  its 
branches,  work  against  organized  labor  everywhere,  in  Chicago  two 
years  ago  the  Civic  Federation  had  a  banquet  at  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Potter  Palmer.  The  next  day  the  papers  came  out  and  said  there 
were  four  plain  clothes  men  there  to  watch  the  jewelry  of  Mrs.  Palmer 
to  see  that  none  of  the  labor  representatives  ran  away  with  it.  Re- 
cently a  man  came  from  Oregon  to  address  a  banquet  at  the  LaSalle 
Hotel,  and  spoke  against  the  initiative  and  referendum.  Sam  Gompers 
had  to  come  there  the  next  day  to  chastise  the  action  of  the  Civic 
Federation. 

Show  me  one  instance  where  the  Civic  Federation  is  acting  in  a 
friendly  way  towards  the  organized  labor  movement.  Even  if  the  rer,- 
resentatives  of  organized  labor  on  the  Civic  Federation  have  done  us 
some  good,  the  organization  itself  has  not.  We  therefore  have  a  per- 
fect right,  especially  when  those  who  finance  it  and  maintain  it  try  to 
wreck  the  labor  organizations  of  the  country,  to  condemn  the  Civic 
Federation  regardless  of  who  may  belong  to  it.  Simply  because  some 
member  of  our  organization  belongs  to  a  body  that  is  our  enemy  is 
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no  reason  why  our  organization  should  stand  back  and  refuse  to  place 
itself  on  regard  in  regard  to  that  organization.  Suppose  it  vv-as  some 
other  organization,  the  Pinkerton  Detective  Agency,  the  Citizens'  Al- 
liance or  the  Manufacturers'  Association,  would  it  mean  that  we  had  no 
right  to  condemn  that  organization.  Not  in  the  least.  Because  one  of 
our  members  belongs  to  it  does  not  make  it  better,  but  it  is  worse  for 
the  member. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  vote.  A  great  percentage  of  our  members 
do  not  know  what  the  Civic  Federation  is.  I  have  been  in  meeting 
after  meeting,  and  a  discussion  of  the  Civic  Federation  would  be  a 
complete  revelation  to  the  members.  A  great  percentage  do  not  know 
that  the  member  who  is  affected  by  our  action  is  working  for  the  Civic 
Federation.  A  third  element  that  enters  into  the  vote  is  the  place  upon 
the  ballot.  There  are  the  three  circumstances,  the  three  elements  that 
gave  that  40,000  majority  over  any  other  candidate  on  the  ballot.  I 
think  of  William  B.  Wilson  is  as  highly  thought  or  by  our  members  as 
any  other  man.  Consider  his  vote.  He  was  far  below  the  top  of  the 
ballot. 

Delegate  Uhles — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Delegate  Germer  has 
spoken  more  than  five  minutes. 

President  Walker — He  has  spoken  seven  minutes. 

Will  Brother  Hayes — I  mean  the  red-headed  Brother  Hayes — 
please  come  forward? 

International  Vice  President  Frank  J.  Hayes  in  the  chair. 

President  Walker — The  initiative  and  refreendum  bill  is  to  come 
up  in  the  Senate.  A  hearing  is  on  before  the  committee.  Not  so  much 
for  what  I  am  myself,  but  as  your  representative,  the  different  bodies 
who  are  favoring  the  initiative  and  referendum  have  urgently  re- 
quested me  to  appear  before  the  committee.  I  do  not  believe  even  the 
men  who  are  not  friendly  to  me  will  say  I  am  in  the  habit  of  ducking; 
but  if  I  should  not  speak  now  on  this  question  some  men  might  say 
I  did  not  want  to  discuss  it.  I  therefore  feel  it  is  not  unreasonable 
for  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  on  the  question 
before  I  leave  to  appear  before  the  committee  on  the  initiative  and 
referendum. 

I  want  to  say,  to  begin  with,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any 
personal  element  that  entered  into  the  action  of  the  International  Con- 
vention in  so  far  as  it  affected  Delegate  Germer  and  a  considerable 
number  of  other  men  who  voted  on  that  question;  but  from  personal 
experience  and  from  actual  knowledge,  that  no  living  man  can  change 
my  mind  on,  I  do  know  there  was  a  considerable  number  of  men  who 
spoke  and  voted  on  that  question  who  were  actuated  solely  and  abso- 
lutely by  no  other  feeling  than  a  desire  to  strike  at  John  Mitchell. 
There  are  men  who  voted  on  that  resolution  condemning  the  Civic 
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Federation  and  the  adoption  of  the  section  in  our  constitution  which 
in  effect  expels  John  Mitchell  or  makes  his  quit  under  fire — and  that 
is  what  it  actually  meant  and  one  hurts  John  Mitchell  as  much  as  the 
other,  as  it  does  any  man  with  self-respect — there  are  men  who  did 
that  whom  I  know  were  not  actuated  by  the  pure  motive  of  keeping 
the  labor  movement  on  a  lofty  plane.  I  tell  you,  as  I  told  them,  that 
a  considerable  number  who  voted  on  that  question,  if  their  own  ma- 
terial welfare  was  at  stake,  would  go  just  as  far  against  the  labor 
movement  and  even  our  own  organization  as  the  worst  strike  breaker 
there  is  in  this  country  or  any  other  country  at  the  present  time. 

There  i,s  one  other  thing  I  want  to  bring  to  your  attention.  Some 
men  may  not  give  it  as  much  consideration  as  I  do.  They  have  a 
right  to  their  views.  Possibly  they  are  right,  and  possibly  I  am 
wrong;  but  I  have  my  own  views  in  regard  to  it  and  I  want  to  bring  it 
to  youi^  attention.  John  Mitchell  was  sitting  in  the  court  room  when 
our  convention  was  considering  this  question.  He  may  be  freed  of  the 
charge,  and  I  hope  to  God  he  will  be.  But  he  was  sitting  in  that 
court  room  listening  to  the  attorney  for  the  opposition  making  an 
arraignment  of  him  and  his  colleagues  in  an  attempt  to  get  the  highest 
court  in  our  country  to  sustain  a  sentence  of  nine  months  in  jail  for 
him.  For  doing  what?  Not  for  anything  he  did,  but  for  what  we  did. 
I  am  the  man  who  made  the  motion  in  that  Indianapolis  convention 
that  w^as  responsible  for  John  Mitchell  being  railroaded  to  jail.  I 
think  every  delegate  from  Illinois  voted  for  that  motion. 

John  Mitchell  is  under  a  sentence  of  nine  months  in  jail  and  his 
trial  was  on  while  we  were  considering  that  question  in  the  Inter- 
national Convention  in  Columbus.  He  was  sitting  in  the  court  room 
and  the  attorney  for  the  opposition  was  holding  him  up  in  the  light 
of  a  vampire  and  an  anarchist,  one  of  the  men  who  has  no  regard  for 
vested  interests  and  the  rights  of  employers;  holding  him  up  in  the 
light  of  a  creeping,  crawling  thing  that  goes  around  in  the  night  de- 
stroying men's  business  and  leading  working  men  into  organizations 
to  strike  for  higher  wages  and  the  preservation  of  their  interests, 
when  It  meant  destruction  to  men  such  as  owned  the  Bucks  Stove 
and  Range  Company. 

When  that  argument  was  at  its  highest  tension  a  newspaper  re- 
poi-ter  came  into  the  court  room  and  handed  Mitchell  a  telegram 
containing  news  of  the  action  of  our  convention.  The  reporter  gave  it 
to  him  before  he  took  it  to  his  own  newspaper.  That  telegram  conveyed 
the  information  that  the  very  men  for  whose  action  he  was  in  that  court 
room,  and  for  whose  action  he  may  go  to  jail  for  nine  months,  had 
condemned  him  in  the  sight  of  the  American  people  and  by  their 
action  practically  expelled  him  from  their  own  organization. 
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I  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  no  matter  how  lightly  you  may  con- 
sider it,  no  matter  how  lightly  you  may  regard  going  to  jail,  if  you 
have  a  wife  and  a  family  of  children,  as  he  has,  you  would  not  like 
the  prospect  of  going  to  jail  for  nine  months.  No  man  likes  to  go  to 
jail.  I  do  not  suppose  I  would  kick  a  great  deal  about  it  myself;  I 
have  as  little  liking  for  a  jail  as  any  man;  but  I  would  not  like  to  go 
to  jail  for  nine  months,  particularly  if  I  had  to  go  for  some  other 
fellow's  act,  and  while  I  was  under  trial  have  him  stick  a  knife  in 
my  back.  I  say  to  you — and  there  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  question,  I  believe  there  is — that  with  a  majority  of  the  American 
people,  with  a  big  majority  of  them,  John  Mitchell  has  represented 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years  what  is  best  in  the  labor  move- 
ment. John  Mitchell  had  the  respect  of  the  American  people  as  a 
representative  of  the  labor  movement,  and  when  our  organization  took 
the  action  it  did  it  not  only  hurt  John  Mitchell,  but  I  am  honestly  of 
the  belief  that  we  hurt  our  organization  and  the  general  labor  move- 
ment a  great  deal  worse  than  we  would  have  hurt  John  Mitchell  if  he 
had  died  on  the  spot  when  the  thing  occurred. 

I  have  absolutely  no  sympathy  with  the  men  who  have  attempted 
to  crush  the  labor  movement.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  such  men  as 
Carnegie — although  he  is  a  fellow  countrymen  of  mine  and  you  cat' 
see  him  pictured  in  kilts — but  if  it  were  possible  for  me  to  eliminate 
him  as  an  influence  in  the  lives  of  the  workers  I  think  I  would  feel 
justified  in  doing  almost  anything  to  accomplish  it.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  men  of  his  kind  in  the  movement.  Some  of  them  are  supposed 
to  represent  the  public  and  some  of  them  are  decent  men,  while  others 
are  hypocrites  who  pretend  to  represent  the  public  while  they  are  rep- 
resenting the  employers  of  this  country.  But  there  are  sixteen  men  on 
the  Executive  Board  of  that  organization  who  are  presidents  of  inter- 
national unions  of  the  American  labor  movement,  and  when  we  con- 
demn the  National  Civic  Federation  we  condemn  them  as  well.  And 
possibly  there  is  a  method  in  my  own  madness;  but  I  do  not  like  to  ba 
condemned  behind  my  back,  and  I  wanted  the  thing  brought  out  in  a 
meeting  when  these  men  were  present  and  could  speak  in  their  own 
defense.  I  am  satisfied  that  those  who  were  really  at  the  bottom  of 
this  movement  will  not  be  so  prominent  in  the  battle  when  it  comes 
to  meeting  the  men  they  are  dealing  with  on  the  question  in  that 
convention. 

T  have  no  sympathy  with  strike  breakers  or  labor  crushers.  But 
what  are  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  subway  strike?  Brother  Germer 
has  only  mentioned  the  strike  in  an  informal  way.  He  has  been  rather 
careful  to  avoid  giving  you  the  actual  facts  in  connection  with  it.  It 
was  brought  about  through  the  street  car  workmen's  organization. 
They  were  out  on  strike.    Belmont  had  the  controlling  influence  in  the 
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road,  and  he  was  fighting  them  tooth  and  nail.  He  had  them  practi- 
cally licked  when  through  the  influence  of  John  Mitchell,  several  other 
international  officers  of  labor  unions  and  some  men  high  up  in  public 
life  who  had  some  infiuence  they  were  able  to  exert,  a  conference  was 
brought  about  with  Belmont.  As  a  result  they  got  a  com.plete  agree- 
ment recognizing  their  union,  they  got  shorter  hours,  better  positions 
and  better  wages  for  every  man  working  on  the  subway,  and  under 
that  contract  every  man  in  every  department  had  to  belong  to  the  or- 
ganization that  had  jurisdiction  over  the  particular  kind  of  work  he 
was  doing. 

They  worked  under  that  contract  a  few  months,  and  then  one 
morning  some  fellow  was  discharged.  The  contract  provided  a  way 
for  taking  up  such  cases.  The  presidents  of  the  two  local  unions,  in- 
stead of  taking  the  case  up  said,  "Boys,  shut  her  down!"  It  was  a 
subway  strike  that  was  declared  by  that  action.  The  subway  is  in  the 
congested  portion  of  New  York.  The  people  who  own  the  subway  got 
the  franchise  on  condition  that  the  cars  should  run  at  certain  intervals, 
and  if  the  ears  did  not  run  at  those  intervals  they  forfeited  their  fran- 
chise. I  forget  who  is  the  international  president  of  the  organization 
that  had  control  of  the  shop  work,  but  the  officers  representing  th<^ 
company  who  own  the  subway  asked  them  to  come  and  straighten  the 
matter  out  in  accordance  with  the  contract.  The  president  asked  the 
men  to  take  up  the  work  under  the  contract.  The  local  president  de- 
cided they  would  not  do  any  such  thing. 

A  delegate  arose  and  stated  that  President  Walker  had  spoken  for 
more  than  ten  minutes. 

On  motion  the  time  allowed  President  Walker  for  speaking  was 
extended. 

President  Walker — The  president  of  that  organization  then  went 
to  Bill  Mahon,  the  President  of  the  Street  Car  Men's  Union,  and  asked 
him  to  see  the  local  officers  of  his  organization.  President,  Mahon  ^aw 
the  president  of  the  Street  Car  Workers'  Local  Union  that  had  juris- 
diction over  their  men.  He  cited  the  contract  and  asked  them  to  take 
the  case  up  according  to  the  agreement.  The  President  called  a  meet- 
ing, but  the  men  refused  to  go  back  to  work  and  allow  tne  case  to  'oe 
taken  up  under  the  contract.  President  Mahon  and  the  President  of 
the  other  organization  met  the  men  and  begged  them  to  abide  by  the 
contract.  They  refused.  Then  President  Mahon  and  the  other  Presi- 
dent took  the  charters  away  from  the  men  they  had  organized.  They 
did  so  for  refusing  to  comply  with  the  contract.  Then  the  strike  was 
on. 

I  have  no  sympathy  with  Belmont  or  the  strike-breaking  tactics 
that  followed;  but  those  are  the  facts  in  the  case  in  regard  to  the 
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subway  strike  tliat  Brother  Germer  or  anyone  else  can  get  by  writing 
to  President  Mahon  or  the  officials  of  the  other  organizations  involved 
in  the  trouble. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  have  only  this  further  to  say.  During  our  own 
strike — and  I  mentioned  this  in  my  report — former  President  Mitchell 
did  the  best  he  could  for  us,  and  he  was  being  paid  by  the  Civic  Feder- 
ation for  doing  it.  Our  own  International  President  pointed  out  that 
fact  very  strongly  in  our  special  international  convention  last  summer, 
and  condemned  John  Mitchell  for  coming  there  to  fight  the  battles  of 
the  Illinois  miners.  I  say  now,  as  I  said  in  Columbus,  that  I  haven't 
much  use  for  the  Civic  Federation.  The  employing  interests  who  are 
members  of  it  are  in  it  and  organized  it  for  the  purpose,  in  my  opinion, 
of  saving  themselves  trouble  and  expense;  but  I  believe  there  is  no 
power  in  this  world  or  out  of  it  that  will  ever  induf^e  John  Mitchell 
or  force  him  to  betray  the  interests  of  the  workers  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  say  to  you  now,  and  I  am  willing  to  make  this  statement  any- 
where and  make  aflfidavit  to  it,  that  my  honest  convictions  are — and 
I  want  to  do  no  man  an  injury  or  a  wrong — that  a  m.ajority  of  the  men 
at  the  bottom  of  the  movement  to  put  John  Mitchell  out  of  the  or- 
ganization, are  worse  ihan  Belmont,  they  are  worse  than  Farley,  and 
they  were  actuated  wholly  and  solely  by  selfish  interests,  by  prejudice 
and  by  the  vicious  instincts  of  spite.  And  by  their  act  they  injured  a 
man  who  has  performed  work  and  done  things.  Yes,  he  tramped  over 
yonder  through  the  state,  he  ate  from  free  lunch  counters  and  rapped  a: 
back  doors,  he  slept  in  box  cars  and  in  the  field  and  battled  with  the 
thugs  and  scabs  and  with  the  operators  for  us  when  a  majority  of  the 
men  who  voted  on  that  proposition  really  did  not  know  what  a  labor 
union  meant. 

I  am  going  to  abide  by  the  action  of  the  International  convention. 
I  had  not  intended  to  raise  my  voice  even  in  protest  or  condemnation 
of  it;  but  the  matter  is  here,  and  I  never  dodged  any  issue  in  my  life. 
I  am  telling  you  my  honest  convictions,  and  I  feel  as  strongly  as  I  ever 
felt  on  anything  in  my  life  that  I  am  telling  you  the  truth  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter. 

Deegate  Williams  (Ed.) — As  one  of  the  rank  and  fiile,  not  a  dele- 
gate from  the  pick,  but  the  shovel,  I  desire  to  say  som.ething  also  for 
the  benefit  of  the  delegates  who  were  not  in  that  convention.  The  ma- 
chines introduced  and  helped  into  the  mines  by  some  machine  boosters 
have  taken  our  picks  away  from  us  in  the  field  I  come  from. 

Brother  Walker  says  he  has  very  little  use  for  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion. I  have  none  whatever,  and  as  one  delegate  to  the  International  con- 
vention I  am  not  willing  to  sit  here  and  be  condemned  by  this  conven- 


Of  The  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois 


155 


tion  for  the  action  I  took  as  a  delegate  to  that  convention.  As  a  dole- 
gate  to  the  International  convention  I  was  responsible  only  to  the  local 
union  that  sent  me  there.  They  knew  before  I  went  that  I  would  do  all 
in  my  power  to  condemn,  not  only  the  Civic  Federation,  but  all  other 
enemies  of  the  workers,  the  men  who  are  down  iu  the  mud  and  have 
been  there  all  their  lives  and  never  have  been  elevated  to  the  society  of 
New  York  or  any  other  large  city  in  this  country. 

As  far  as  the  personality  that  has  been  dragged  in  here,  and  was 
dragged  into  the  International  convention  to  try  to  defend  that  insti- 
tution, and  not  only  that  institution,  but  other  organizations  that  claim 
their  purpose  is  to  unite  labor,  and  when  they  go  into  the  field  we  find 
they  are  there  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  labor,  I  desire  to  say  that 
the  same  August  Belmont  when  he  told  President  Mahon  to  organi/*: 
his  subway  employees  was  putting  those  men  in  a  position  where  he 
could  better  handle  them  than  if  they  were  not  organized.  That  has 
been  demonstrated. 

There  are  several  resolutions  I  understand  before  the  house  for 
endorsement.  I  understand  the  motion  is  to  endorse  all  of  them.  It 
does  not  matter  what  this  convention  does,  but  as  a  delegate  to  the 
International  convention  I  was  responsible  to  the  local  that  sent  me 
there,  and  I  am  willing  that  the  men  who  pay  the  expenses  of  conven- 
tions, week  after  week  to  be  the  sole  judges  of  the  actions  of  their 
representatives. 

Delegate  Murphy  (B.) — Mr.  Chairman — I  think  we  ought  to  have 
better  order  back  there.  There  are  men  using  very  abusive  language. 
I  think  we  ought  to  discuss  this  without  any  members  back  there 
using  the  term  "skunk"  in  regard  to  any  member  of  our  organization. 

International  Vice  President  Hayes — The  delegates  will  be  in 
order  and  discuss  this  without  passion  or  prejudice. 

Delegate  King  (Ben.) — I  don't  think  that's  any  worse  than  the 
other  side  has  been  saying.    They  have  been  using  the  word  "cur." 

Vice  President  Hayes— Personalities  will  be  left  out  of  this  discus- 
sion.   Such  things  are  lor  the  street,  not  for  a  convention. 

Delegate  Jarrard — I  arise  merely  to  express  my  honest  opinion  in 
regard  to  this  matter. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  T  do  not  want  to  em- 
barass  Brother  Jarrard,  but  there  are  delegates  here  representing 
their  local  unions  who  would  like  to  discuss  this  question.  Brother 
Jarrard  is  not  a  delegate,  but  he  is  recognized  in  preference  to  regular 
delegates. 
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Vice  President  Haj^es — He  is  a  sub-district  official,  and  has  a 
voice  in  thij  convention. 

Delegate  Jarrard — One  reason  why  we  have  so  much  friction  in 
our  organization  is  on  account  of  gag  rule.  It  was  gag  rule  that 
brought  this  question  on  the  floor  of  this  convention.  It  is  here  be- 
cause men  in  the  International  Convention  did  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  protest  agaist  trying  a  man  when  he  was  not  present  to  testify  in 
his  own  detonse.  In  our  International  Convention  I  was  not  given  the 
privilege  of  speaking  when  this  amendment  to  our  constitution  was 
adopted.  No  discussion  was  allowed  on  it.  It  was  rushed  to  a  vote 
by  gag  rule.  I  am  sorry  it  went  the  way  it  did.  There  seems  to  be  a 
thought  in  the  minds  of  many  that  it  was  not  a  question  of  John 
Mitchell,  but  of  the  Civic  Federation.  If  John  Mitchell  had  not  been 
in  the  Civic  Federation  there  would  have  been  nothing  said  about  that 
organization,  not  a  word. 

I  voted  for  that  resolution  in  the  Indianapolis  convention  that  was 
responsible  for  John  Mitchell  being  sentenced  to  nine  months  in 
prison,  and  as  a  member  of  our  organization  I  want  to  stand  here 
and  defend  the  man  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  our  organization 
and  has  always  honored  it.  When  he  was  sitting  in  the  court  room 
where  he  was  being  tried  he  was  stabbed  in  the  back  by  our  members. 
It  is  a  disgrace  to  our  organization  and  to  the  movement,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  our  district.  MHien  v/e  were  in  need  of  his  services  last  summer 
he  gave  them  to  us  freely.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  defeating 
the  proposition  that  would  have  compelled  us  to  go  back  to  work  at  a 
reduction.  He  defended  our  case  when  our  International  officers  were 
trying  to  give  us  a  reduction.  Would  I  stab  such  a  man  in  the  back? 
I  say  no.  And  I  protest  against  any  such  act  as  has  been  committed  - 
against  John  Mitchell. 

Talk  about  the  Civic  Federation!  I  want  to  say  to  the  delegates, - 
even  though  the  constitution  is  amended,  if  he  comes  out  of  the  Civic 
Federation  each  and  every  one  of  us  are  still  affiliated  with  the  Civic 
Federation.  Just  as  long  as  the  other  members  of  the  American 
Labor  movement  are  in  the  Civic  Federation  we  are  affiliated  with  it. 
What  we  should  have  done,  in  my  judgment,  was  to  go  on  record  as 
being  opposed  to  the  Civic  Federation,  and  at  the  next  convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  have  gone  in  there  with  our 
representative  and  demanded  that  those  labor  leaders  explain  what 
results  we  were  getting  as  labor  organizations  from  our  connection 
with  the  Civic  Federation.  There,  gentlemen,  is  the  place  to  get  at 
the  root  of  the  evil.  To  take  such  t  step  as  we  did  in  Columbus  is  a 
disgrace  to  our  movement.  I  am  sorry  that  we  did  an  act  that,  in  my 
Judgment,  will  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America. 


Of  The  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois 


157 


Delegate  Germer — I  would  like  to  ask  Delegate  Jarrarcl  a  question. 
Vice  President  Hayes — With  his  consent. 
Delegate  Jarrard — I  will  answer  the  question. 

Delegate  Germer — Was  not  our  constitution  amended  a  few  years 
ago  suspending  bartenders? 

Delegate  Jarrard — I  do  not  remember  that  amendment. 

Delegate  Hefferly — Delegate  Jarrard  said  a  moment  ago  that 
President  Lewis  tried  to  give  us  a  reduction  in  this  state. 

Delegate  Jarrard — I  didn't  say  President  Lev/is,  but  inasmuch  as 
you  have  brought  it  up,  I  will  say  it  now. 

Delegate  Hefferly — There  are  other  people  who  tried  to  force  re- 
ductions on  the  miners  besides  Tom  Lewis,  and  threatened  to  resign 
if  it  was  not  done.    I  refer  to  John  Mitchell  four  years  ago. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  sorry  to  see  so  much 
personality  injected  into  this  matter.  I  do  not  believe  any  one  ought 
to  lose  his  head  over  this  question.  I  am  one  of  the  delegates  the 
resolutions  condemn  for  the  action  taken  at  the  International  Con- 
vention, and  I  want  to  give  my  reasons  for  voting  against  the  Civic 
Federation.  I  want  to  say,  first,  that  I  was  not  influenced  by  any  man 
at  the  International  Convention  and  I  was  not  influenced  by  any  clique. 
I  voted  my  honest  sentiments  when  I  voted  against  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion. 

I  care  little  what  this  convention  does  with  those  resolutions.  I 
was  representing  my  local  union  and  I  voted  to  protect  its  member* 
to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I  voted  for  the  resolution  that  condemned 
the  Civic  Federation,  regardless  of  whether  Mitchell,  Gompers  or  any 
one  else  was  a  member  of  it.  That  matter  was  fully  discussed  on  the 
flooi  of  the  International  Convention  by  able  men  who  I  think  know 
more  about  the  Civic  Federation  than  I  do,  and  who  probably  knew 
more  about  it  than  two-thirds  of  our  members  do.  Not  one  delegate 
to  that  convention  could  present  a  single  incident  since  the  Civic 
Federation  was  formed  that  showed  it  was  not  detrimental  to  or- 
ganized labor. 

A  Delegate — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  Are  we  condemning  the 
Civic  Federation  or  the  action  of  recalling  one  of  our  members  and 
refusing  to  allow  him  to  belong  to  the  Civic  Federation?  There  was 
two  actions  taken  in  the  International  convention. 

Vice-President  Hayes — We  are  discussing  the  action  taken  in  the 
lav^t  International  convention  in  regard  to  the  National  Civic  Feder- 
ation. 
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A  Delegate — Is  the  discussion  in  regard  to  the  action  taken  on  the 
Civic  Federation  under  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
or  is  it  in  regard  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Committee  on  Constitution? 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  action  of  the  International  convention 
is  under  discussion.  Everything  concerning  the  Civic  Federation  that 
occurred  there  is  under  discussion. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — As  one  member  of  this  organization  I  claim 
the  right  to  vote  as  my  conscience  dictates  regardless  of  what  resolu- 
tions you  may  adopt  concerning  me.  That  is  the  only  right  I  have  in 
this  country  under  the  American  flag.  Perhaps  there  are  some  things 
in  regard  to  the  Civic  Federation  I  do  not  understand,  but  I  listened 
closely  to  able  men  who  did  know  about  the  workings  of  that  organiza- 
tions, and  it  was  proved  to  me  that  it  was  detrimental  to  the  labor 
interests  of  this  country,  it  was  proved  to  me  that  it  had  never  brought 
about  the  adjustment  of  a  strike  since  it  was  organized.  I  was  not 
voting  against  Brother  John  Mitchell. 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegate's 
time  has  expired. 

Vice-President  Hayes — He  still  has  thirteen  seconds. 

Delegate  Evans — I  happen  to  be  one  of  the  men  who  voted  for 
that  resolution,  and  I  am  proud  of  it;  but  I  do  not  get  the  treatmeni: 
on  this  6oor  that  is  accorded  to  men  who  voted  against  that  action, 
and  it  is  on  account  of  your  ignorance.  If  the  question  came  up  again 
I  would  vote  the  same  way.  I  did  not  vote  personally  against  Mitchell 
or  Gompers  or  anyone  else,  and  I  am  going  to  stand  by  my  action  in 
the  International  convention  regardless  of  what  this  convention  does. 
This  convention  has  no  right  to  take  up  the  question,  because  it  has 
been  settled  by  the  higher  courts.  It  was  passed  upon  in  the  Interna- 
tional convention  and  adopted  by  a  roll  call  vote.  Every  delegate  is 
on  record,  and  there  is  no  use  in  adopting  the  resolutions  that  have 
been  read  here  or  in  printing  them  in  the  Mine  Workers'  Journal. 

Vice-President  Hayes — Your  time  is  up. 

Delegate  Williams  (Ben) — Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates:  I  fesi 
somewhat  interested  in  this  question,  as  I  was  on  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  in  the  International  convention  and  signed  the  minority 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  question  of  the  Civic  Federation.  I 
think  it  might  be  well  to  give  you  some  reasons  why  the  minority  re- 
port was  submitted. 

The  Civic  Federation  resolution  was  threshed  out  for  eight 
hours  in  the  Resolutions  Committee  of  the  International  convention. 
T'wice  the  committee  was  tied  and  the  matter  was  decided  by  the  chair- 
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man.  So  far  as  the  Civic  Federation  is  concerned  I  have  never  tried 
to  defend  it  and  I  am  opposed  to  it  on  general  principles.  However,  IC 
I  were  to  oppose  the  Civic  Federation  because  of  one  person  connected 
with  it  I  would  oppose  several  organizations  in  this  country  for  a  like 
reason.  I  have  a  right  to  my  personal  opinion,  but  when  that  opinion 
affects  a  man  without  giving  what  I  consider  justice  I  am  overstepping 
my  rights. 

The  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  in  the  International 
convention  offered  everything  possible  to  try  to  get  something  that  all 
the  committee  could  agree  on.  It  did  not  matter  how  strong  they  made 
a  resolution  condemning  the -Civic  Federation,  unless  a  provision  in 
regard  to  one  individual  was  incorporated  in  it  the  majority  wouU 
vote  it  down.  The  action  of  the  convention  proved  that.  The  ma- 
jority report  condemned  the  Civic  Federation.  The  minority  of  the 
committee  was  willing  to  agree  to  that.  They  agreed  to  the  report 
down  to  where  one  individual  was  brought  into  question.  We  would 
not  agree  to  that  section,  but  the  minority  were  determined  to  have 
that  included.  Nothing  would  do  that  did  not  eliminate  that  individual. 
I  was  thoroughly  convinced  it  was  not  altogether  the  Civic  Federation 
they  were  after,  it  was  one  individual. 

We  were  to  submit  our  report  to  the  convention  on  the  26th  of 
January,  the  day  John  Mitchell  was  being  tried  in  Washington,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  in  the  two  places.  I  do  not  think  any 
man  should  be  condemned  without  being  heard.  If  what  Brother 
Mitchell  is  being  charged  with — chloroforming  the  labor  movement — 
is  true  he  should  not  be  given  an  opportunity  to  withdraw.  If  some  of 
the  individuals  there  had  proved  what  they  said  he  ought  to  be  ex- 
pelled. However,  none  of  those  people  had  the  courage  to  make 
charges.  They  were  asked  to  prefer  charges  against  him,  but  they 
would  not  do  it.  I  will  not  mention  names,  but  one  of  our  high  officials 
said  he  knew  more  about  the  Civic  Federation  probably  than  any  man 
outside  of  it,  yet  he  advocated  taking  no  action.  He  has  hesitated  about 
charging  these  people  where  they  had  an  opportunity  to  defend  them- 
selves before  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  I  think  a  great  injustice 
was  done.  Brother  Mitchell  was  being  tried  in  Washington  for  some- 
thing he  did  not  do;  he  was  being  tried  for  an  action  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers'  convention  in  Indianapolis;  and  at  the  same  time  he 
was  being  tried  in  Columbus  without  an  opportunity  to  appear  in  his 
own  defense.  That  looked  to  me  like  another  case  of  government  by 
injunction.  He  was  being  tried  as  a  consequence  of  the  injunction  evil, 
and  in  my  judgment  we  were  using  the  same  tactics  in  Columbus.  I 
recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  either  favorable  or  unfavorable 
on  the  matter. 
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The  majority  report  and  the  minority  report  were  before  the  con- 
vention in  Columbus,  and  I  honestly  believe  the  minority  report  would 
have  been  adopted  in  that  convention  if  Brother  Germer's  substitute 
had  not  been  offered. 

When  Brother  Germer's  resolution  was  proposed  there  were  men 
who  voted  for  it — and  I  voted  for  it — fearing  that  if  it  were  not  adopted 
the  majority  report  would  be  adopted.  At  the  same  time  everyone 
thought  that  settled  the  matter.  I  thought  it  did,  because  it  did  away 
with  the  majority  report  which  provided  for  expelling  an  individual 
if  he  did  not  withdraw  from  the  Civic  Federation.  The  substitute  of- 
fered by  Brother  Germer  eliminated  the  majority  resolution  and  when 
the  substitute  was  adopted  everybody  thought  the  matter  was  settled. 
However,  in  the  last  two  or  three  days  of  the  convention  after  three 
or  four  hundred  delegates  had  left  for  their  homes,  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  came  in  with  an  amendment  to  the  constitution.  I  be- 
lieve, like  a  g^reat  many  other  speakers,  that  the  action  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  those  who  voted  in  favor  of  that  constitutional  amendment 
was  actuated  by  personal  prejudice. 

Delegate  King  (Ben) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegate's 
time  has  expired. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the 
time  limit  removed  during  the  discussion  of  this  question.  (Seconded 
and  carried.) 

Vice-President  Hayes — Does  the  convention  desire  to  extend  the 
time  of  Delegate  Williams?  His  time  had  expired  before  the  motion 
was  made? 

Delegate  Germer — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  chair  did  not 
recognize  that. 

Vice-President  Hayes — I  recognized  the  point  of  order  by  the  dele- 
gate in  the  rear.  The  chair  has  no  objection  if  the  convention  has 
none  to  Delegate  Williams  continuing  his  discussion. 

Delegate  Williams  (Ben.) — Probably  I  was  able  to  get  some  other 
information  other  delegates  were  not  able  to  get.  Remarks  were 
made  by  individuals  I  knew  were  personally  opposed  to  John  Mitchell 
to  the  effect  that  this  resolution  would  "break  up  the  Illinois  ma- 
chine." They  said,  "See  the  strength  of  the  Illinois  delegation  voting 
as  a  unit  on  questions.''  Men  prominent  in  the  Mine  Workers'  move- 
ment said,  "We  will  split  up  the  Illinois  machine  and  make  them 
show  where  they  are  at.  We  will  split  up  the  Socialist  vote  in  Illi- 
nois." They  had  a  double-cross  proposition  all  the  way  through  the 
piece.    They  were  after  the  Illinois  delegation  through  ex-President 
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Mitchell  and  througli  the  Civic  Federation.  I  believe  some  of  the  men 
who  voted  for  the  proposition  were  doing  what  they  thought  the  right 
thing,  but  I  dispute  the  statement  that  a  great  many  of  the  others 
voted  from  principle.    They  voted  from  absolutely  vindictive  motives. 

Delegate  Hefferly — One  resolution  specifies  that  all  the  delegates 
who  went  on  record  in  the  International  Convention  against  the  Civic 
Federation  be  condemned.  I  happen  to  be  one  of  the  delegates  who 
voted  for  that  resolution.  1  also  voted  for  the  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution prohibiting  any  of  our  members  belonging  to  that  institution. 
The  resolution  condemning  the  Civic  Federation  that  went  through 
was  introduced  by  our  own  local  union  at  home  before  I  went  to  tho 
convention.  After  a  thorqugh  discussion  the  members  voted  unani- 
mously to  adopt  the  resolution  and  instructed  the  delegates  to  go 
there  and  favor  it. 

The  Civic  Federation,  as  has  been  stated  on  this  floor 'so  ably  by 
Brother  Germer  and  others,  is  composed  of  nothing  but  employers  of 
labor  and  those  who  have  tried  to  wreck  all  the  organizations  they 
could,  and  those  they  could  not  wreck  they  seek  to  chloroform,  which 
they  are  attempting  to  do  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  today.  That 
is  why  the  resolution  was  adopted  in  our  local  and  why  I  favored  it. 
We  did  not  want  it  said  that  we  were  after  any  particular  individual. 
A  number  of  the  speakers  said  the  only  object  we  had  was  to  get 
after  the  scalp  of  John  Mitchell.  I  deny  that.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned I  was  not  prompted  by  hatred  towards  John  Mitchell  in  voting 
for  the  proposition.  We  took  that  action  because  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion is  an  institution  made  up  absolutely  of  men  who  wreck  unions 
every  day.  Brother  Mitchell  belongs  to  it  and  draws  a  salary,  I  am 
told,  of  $8,000  a  year.  If  those  men  pay  him  it  is  only  natural  to  sup- 
pose he  is  serving  their  interests  and  not  ours.  I  think  it  is  only 
consistent  that  we  should  prohibit  our  members  from  belonging  to  an 
institution  of  that  kind.  We  do  that  whenever  one  of  our  members 
goes  over  to  the  operators'  association.  I  submit  here  that  there  is 
no  difference  between  any  coal  operators'  association,  the  Citizens' 
Alliance  or  the  Civic  Federation,  they  are  one  and  the  same  thing. 
For  that  reason  I  think  it  was  consistent  for  us  to  take  that  action. 

Delegate  Farrington — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates — It  will 
make  little  difference,  so  far  as  John  Mitchell's  membership  in  the 
United  Mine  Workers'  organization  is  concerned,  what  the  action  of 
this  convention  may  be  this  afternoon.  An  International  Convention 
has  already  decided  that  he  must  either  sever  his  connection  with 
the  National  Civic  Federation  or  forfeit  his  membership  in  our  or- 
ganization. The  action  of  this  convention  can  not  repeal  the  action 
of  the  International  Convention;  but  I  do  at  this  time  want  to  take 
occasion  to  register  my  protest  against  what  I  deem  the  most  cruel 
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injustice  that  has  ever  been  done  to  any  prominent  labor  leader  in 
this  country. 

My  friends,  I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  defend  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion. I  do  not  know  enough  about  it  to  do  so.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
am  firmly  convinced  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  so  vigorously 
defending  the  Civic  Federation  are  in  identically  the  same  position  I 
am  in.  The  chief  argument  offered  in  opposition  to  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion is  that  it  is  financed  by  the  capitalists  of  this  country.  There 
are  other  institutions  likewise  that  are  financed  by  the  capitalists  of 
this  country.  You  have  been  asked  this  afternoon  if  Ralph  Basley 
ever  did  anything  for  the  organized  labor  movement.  You  can  not 
answer  that  question,  because  you  don't  know  Ralph  Basley  or  any- 
thing about  him.  Yet,  infeTentially,  you  have  been  led  to  believe  that 
Ralph  Easley  is  a  great  enemy  of  organized  labor.  You  don't  know 
whether  he  is  or  not,  and  I  don't.  We  have  been  told  of  Belmont's 
part  in  the  subway  carmen's  strike.  President  Walker  has  told  you 
the  facts  in  that  case.  Not  many  days  ago  I  listened  to  them  my- 
self, and  they  were  told  by  W.  D.  Mahon,  the  President  of  the  Street 
Car  Men's  Association. 

Now  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  convention.  It  has  been  stated 
here  that  there  was  no  personal  interest  in  the  action  taken  in  the  In- 
ternational convention  in  Columbus;  that  it  was  purely  a  desire  to 
separate  the  labor  movement  from  the  Civic  Federation;  that  no  one 
had  any  intention  of  .doing  John  Mitchell  personally  an  injustice.  My 
friends,  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  that  is  a  lie,  and  I  will  prove  it  to 
you.  What  are  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  action  taken  by  the 
International  convention?  First,  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  brought 
in  a  resolution  condemning  the  Civic  Federation  and  requiring  the 
member  of  our  orgaization  who  is  affiliated  therewith  to  forfeit  his 
membership.   Is  that  a  fact,  you  delegates  who  were  there? 

Several  delegates  said,  "That  is  right,"  and  "Yes,  yes." 

Delegate  Farrington — And  on  that  resolution  was  the  signature  of 
a  man  who  was  employed  by  a  corporation  in  Maryland  promoted  by 
Belmont  as  a  spotter  and  spy  during  one  of  their  strikes. 

A  Delegate — Mr.  Hughes,  of  Ohio. 

Delegate  Farrington — Yes,  Mr.  Hughes.  On  the  testimony  of 
Hughes  one  of  the  members  of  our  organization  who  was  involved  in 
that  strike  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  five  years  for  the  allege! 
murder  of  a  strike  breaker.  And  yet  we  find  this  individual  so  bitterly 
opposed  to  August  Belmont  and  anything  he  has  to  do  with!  Why 
was  he  not  opposed  to  August  Belmont  during  the  strike  of  1896? 
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And  I  want  to  say  to  you  here  that  International  President  T.  L. 
Lewis  Ivuows  all  these  facts.  He  put  that  man  on  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee in  an  International  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
and  we  find  that  scoundrel  bringing  in  a  resolution  compelling  the  man 
who  practically  made  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  to  for- 
feit his  membership  in  it.  At  that  time  this  resolution  was  introduced 
I  myself — and  I  want  to  prove  to  you  that  Tom  Lewis  is  at  the  bottom 
of  this  move,  and  that  is  putting  it  mildly — at  the  time  this  resolu- 
tion was  introduced  by  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  I  raised  the 
point  of  order  that  it  was  dealing  with  the  membership  of  an  indi- 
vidual in  our  organization;  that  for  that  reason  it  was  a  constitutional 
amendment,  and  it  was  not  within  the  province  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  to  recommend  constitutional  amendments  to  the  conven- 
tion. My  point  of  order  was  not  sustained  by  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting,  President  Lewis.  As  a  consequence  of  his  ruling  the  matter 
was  before  the  convention  for  consideration. 

What  followed?  By  an  amendment  introduced  by  Delegate  Ger- 
mer  the  matter  was  disposed  of.  Later  on  the  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion, without  any  resolution  having  been  offered,  solely  because  of 
their  own  action,  brought  in  the  recommendation  that  was  finally 
adopted  by  the  convention.  At  that  time  I  raised  a  point  of  order 
that  the  matter  had  already  been  disposed  of  by  the  convention  when 
it  adopted  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer  a  few  days  be- 
fore. The  chairman  told  me  my  statement  was  incorrect,  but  the  rec- 
ords are  there  to  show  whether  the  statement  was  incorrect  or  not. 
It  showed,  however,  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  International  President 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  to  add  his  support,  regard- 
less of  parlimentary  usage  or  regularity  or  anything  else,  to  a  move  to 
disfranchise  John  Mitchell. 

What  followed  that?  The  delegate  went  home  from  the  convention, 
and  their  local  unions  took  action  condemning  the  action  of  the  Inter- 
national convention.  They  sent,  not  one  resolution,  but  hundreds  of 
resolutions  to  International  President  Lewis  protesting  against  the 
action  of  the  convention.  What  did  he  do?  Fearful  that  this  action 
on  the  part  of  the  local  unions  would  result  in  a  demand  for  a  refer- 
endum vote  on  the  question,  he  came  out  in  an  article  in  the  Journ:iI 
and  said — what?  That  the  mine  workers  of  this  country  haven't  a 
right  to  reverse  the  action  of  the  convention.  The  last  issue  of  the 
Mine  Workers'  Journal  contains  that  statement.  Do  you  men  believe 
that  the  rank  and  file  of  this  organization  have  not  a  right  to  undo 
the  action  of  the  convention?    Do  you  believe  it? 

Cries  of  "No,  no,"  from  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Farrington — No,  and  I  don't  believe  it.  Yet  that  is  the 
action  of  the  International  President  in  connection  with  this  case. 
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He  feared  the  sentiment  aroused,  because  of  the  regard  the  Mine  Work- 
ers of  this  country  have  for  John  Mitchell,  would  result  in  a  refer- 
endum vote,  and  he  came  out  in  the  official  organ  of  the  organization 
and  said  you  cannot  have  it.  Does  that  show  bias?  Does  that  show  a 
desire  not  to  do  a  man  in  the  organization  an  injustice?  I  say  it 
does  not. 

Now,  my  friends.  I  don't  know  what  John  Mitchell  will  do  in  this 
case,  and  I  question  if  those  who  have  been  so  active  in  this  move  to 
get  rid  of  John  Mitchell  would  make  as  great  a  sacrifice  as  he  will 
make.  Here  is  where  we  stand!  John  Mitchell,  more  than  any  other 
one  man  in  this  organization  is  responsible  for  the  splendid  solidiarity 
of  it  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  organization  has  been  held  in 
years  gone  by.  Because  of  his  work  for  the  organization  he  has  be- 
come physically  incapacitated.  John  Mitchell,  to  save  his  life,  could 
not  go  into  the  mines  today  and  earn  a  living  for  himself;  but  because 
of  his  years  of  active  and  loyal  service  to  the  organization,  because  of 
physical  incapacity,  he  was  compelled  to  retire  as  the  active  head  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers.  When  he  did  that  he  was  offered  many 
positions — not  one,  but  many — and  a  number  of  them  if  they  had  been 
accepted  would  have  brought  in  to  him  many  of  thousands  of  dollars 
more  in  salary  than  he  is  receiving  today.  He  took  this  position. 
Why? 

I  presume  that  John  Mitchell  knows  the  employing  class  as  well 
as  any  other  man  in  this  country.  His  experience  has  brought  him  in 
contact  with  them;  it  has  given  him  an  opportunity  to  know  what  they 
are,  and  I  presume  he  felt  that  in  this  great  struggle  for  justice  if  he 
was  in  there  among  them  he  might  perhaps  be  able  to  bring  some  bene- 
ficial results  to  the  workers  of  the  country.  He  accepted  the  position. 
It  has  been  said  that  since  he  has  been  in  that  position  he  has  never 
done  anything  for  the  working  class.  It  has  been  asked,  "Why  does 
he  not  settle  the  Irwin  Field  strike?  Why  does  he  not  settle  strikes 
somewhere  else?"  As  a  representative  of  the  Civic  Federation  he  can- 
not settle  any  strike  or  adjust  any  difficulty  until  he  has  been  asked 
to  do  so  by  the  parties  involved.  He  has  not  been  asked  to  adjust  the 
Irwin  Field  strike,  he  has  not  been  asked  to  adjust  numerous  difficul- 
ties I  have  heard  referred  to  by  men  discussing  this  question.  So  far 
as  doing  us  an  injury,  he  cannot  do  us  an  injury. 

During  the  strike  of  the  Illinois  miners  some  months  ago  what 
position  did  he  take?  I  presume  a  majority  of  the  delegates  in  this 
convention  are  familiar  with  what  transpired  during  that  strike.  The 
International  President  of  our  organization  forced  himself  into  the 
affair  and  through  the  International  Board  effected  a  compromise. 
That  compromise  was  repudiated  by  the  Illinois  miners.  What  fol- 
lowed?  A  special  International  convention  was  called  last  August.  For 
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what  purpose?  For  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  Illinois  miners  to  ac- 
cept thai  compromise.  Who  called  that  special  International  conven- 
tion?  You  know.    It  wasn't  John  Mitchell,  was  it? 

A  Delegate — Not  on  your  tintj'pe. 

Delegate  Farrington — No,  but  John  Mitchell  was  in  that  conven- 
tion advising  the  Illinois  miners  not  to  accept  the  compromise  but 
to  continue  the  strike.  If  he  was  chloroformed,  or  if  he  was  desirous 
of  doing  something  inimical  to  organized  labor,  would  he  have  done 
that? 

Cries  of  "No,  no,  no,"  from  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Farrington — Wouldn't  he  have  joined  hands  with  the 
man  who  was  trying  to  compel  you  to  accept  something  you  did  not 
want?  Yet  individuals  will  get  up  and  tell  what  they  know  about  the 
Civic  Federation!  It  has  been  my  experience  in  these  meetings  that 
they  do  not  know  anything  when  the  fellow  is  there  to  defend  him- 
self! What  did  they  do  in  Mitchell's  case?  Did  they  invite  him  to 
the  International  Convention  in  Columbus  to  defend  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion?   No,  not  at  all.    Here  is  what  they  did. 

John  Mitchell  sent  a  telegram  to  the  secretary  of  the  convention, 
and  that  telegram  was  not  read  until  after  the  roll  call  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  constitution  had  been  taken.  Why?  Because  they 
feared  it  might  have  some  influence  in  determining  how  the  vote  on 
this  matter  would  be  cast. 

Gentlemen,  I  want  to  say  to  you — and  I  have  no  desire  to  attempt 
to  deceive  any  one  in  regard  to  the  proposition — that  it  may  be  there 
were  a  few  men  who  were  instrumental  in  having  the  convention  take 
the  action  it  did  that  are  absolutely  honest  in  the  matter;  but  the 
man  who  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  proposition  is  not.  We  have  in  our 
possession  the  affidavits  of  five  members  of  our  organization  in  Ohio 
stating  in  unequivocal  terms  that  the  local  unions  in  Ohio  were  can- 
vassed and  miners  who  had  not  been  elected  as  delegates  by  their 
local  unions  were  paid  five  dollars  a  day  and  expenses  to  attend  the 
last  International  Convention.  The  information  is  that  there  were 
two  hundred  delegates  seated  in  that  convention  in  that  way.  And 
after  this  action  v/as  taken  in  Mitchell's  case,  if  those  of  you  who  were 
in  the  convention  will  recollect,  the  left  hand  side  of  the  hall  next 
day  was  practically  vacated.  Why?  Because  they  had  done  their 
work  and  had  gone  home.    They  were  not  needed  any  more. 

Now,  my  friends,  I  am  going  to  close.  As  I  have  said,  I  have  im- 
plicit faith  in  John  Mitchell.  If  an  opportunity  had  presented  itself 
for  him  to  betray  the  interests  of  the  workers  of  this  country,  I  am 
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positive  he  would  not  do  so.  At  the  same  time  I  am  not  quite  so  sure 
of  some  of  the  men  who  were  instrumental  in  bringing  about  this 
action. 

I  hope  the  convention  will  adopt  the  motion  offered  here  this 
afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  Illinois  miners  at  least 
believe  in  justice  and  a  square  deal  for  every  member  of  the  organi- 
zation. 

Delegate  HefCerly — I  desire  to  ask  Delegate  Farrington  a  question. 
Vice  President  Hayes — Do  you  yield,  Delegate  Farrington? 
Delegate  Farrington — Yes. 

Delegate  Hefferly — Didn't  you  in  the  Belleville  sub-district  con- 
vertion  make  statements  in  regard  to  President  Lewis,  and  then  sign 
a  statement  that  everything  you  had  said  was  a  lie? 

Delegate  Farrington — I  will  answer  that  question. 

Delegate  Hefferly — Then  answer  it. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  will  answer.  If  Delegate  Hefferly  desires 
and  the  convention  does  not  object  I  will  thresh  that  question  out  here 
and  now. 

Delegate  Osborne  (R.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  That  matter  is 
not  before  the  convention. 

Delegate  Veal — I  am  glad  this  afternoon  that  we  have  reached 
the  point  in  the  labor  movement  where  we  can  discuss  questions  on 
the  plane  that  has  been  shown  so  far  in  this  convention.  To  begin 
with,  you  men  know  my  position  in  this  country  for  the  last  ten  or 
fifteen  years  in  the  labor  movement.  I  do  not  hide  or  try  to  hide  be- 
hind any  proposilion  that  I  take  up.  I  am  one  of  the  men  who  is 
responsible,  so  to  speak,  for  this  action  on  the  Civic  Federation  in  the 
city  of  Columbus,  because  the  local  I  represent  sent  a  resolution  there 
stating  that  the  time  had  arrived  in  the  coal  miners'  organization  that 
a  separation  must  take  place  between  the  capitalist  class  and  the 
coal  miners  and  working  class  of  this  nation. 

This  factional  fight  with  us  is  an  insignificant  proposition,  because 
we  know  that  with  the  gradual  awakening  of  the  intellectual,  class 
conscious  coal  miner  the  possession  of  the  future  belongs  to  the  work- 
ing class.  Now  individuals  have  been  trotted  out.  How  can  you 
separate  individuals  from  principles?  Principles  are  expressed  by  in- 
dividuals. We  were  taken  out  yesterday  to  Lincoln's  monument  and 
shown  that  great  structure  that  represents  a  time  in  the  history  of 
this  great  country  when  Lincoln  represented  a  principle.    I  am  not 
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^oing  to  say  anything  about  John  Mitchell's  position  in  the  labor  move- 
ment when  he  marched  with  the  boys  in  Illinois  and  when  he  slept 
by  the  camp  fire.  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  take  the  laurels  from 
any  man  who  has  done  anything  for  the  interests  of  my  class;  but  I 
am  not  going  to  forget  the  men,  the  great  mass  of  men  who  are  by 
thope  camp  fires  and  will  continue  to  be  by  them  as  long  as  we  are 
wage  slaves. 

Madam  Roland  said  during  the  French  Revolution,  when  she 
loked  up  to  the  Statute  of  Liberty,  "Oh,  how  many  crimes  are  com- 
mitted in  thy  name!"  Going  back  to  John  Mitchell,  I  will  trace  his 
career  from  the  time  he  was  a  coal  miner  to  the  time  he  entered  the 
ranks  of  the  Civic  Federation.  That  is  quite  a  step.  There  is  quite 
a  difference  between  the  environment  of  man  surrounded  by  the  lures 
of  the  capitalist  class,  the  class  that  has  no  feeling  for  us,  the  class 
who  may  write  our  constitution,  who  may  write  our  propositions;  but 
in  that  environment  of  the  champagne  bottle,  with  all  the  luxuries  of 
life,  there  is  a  difference  between  them  and  those  struggling  on  the 
industrial  battle  field. 

A  Delegate — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Vice-President  Hayes — State  your  point. 

A  Delegate — What  is  he  talking  about? 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  question  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Veal — It  is  not  a  question  of  leaders.  The  time  of  leaders 
is  past  in  the  American  labor  movement.  The  opposition  has  pointed 
out  that  when  John  Mitchell  came  to  the  State  of  Illinois  his  masters 
called  him  down.  Why  did  they  do  that?  Because  economic  interests 
determines  the  actions  of  every  individual,  and  John  Mitchell  working 
in  the  Civic  J'ederation  under  the  control  of  the  ruling  class,  when  he 
cannot  do  anything  for  them  they  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
him.  And  that  is  why  they  called  him  down.  I  think  that  rebuttal 
of  Walker's  statement  ought  to  be  given  consideration  this  afternoon. 

One  of  the  District  Presidents  stated  that  Samuel  Gompers  and 
the  International  President  are  in  the  American  Federation.  I  want  to 
say  to  you,  fellow  working  men,  that  I  know  as  a  student  of  the  work 
ing  class  movement  that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  cannot  de 
liver  the  goods  to  the  American  working  class  of  this  country  with  its 
jurisdiction  fights.  We  put  the  labor  movement  squarely  on  its  feet, 
and  whetner  these  men  were  blinded  and  could  only  see  the  factional 
fights,  I  want  to  ask  them  a  question.  The  Virginia  delegates  voted  as 
a  whole.  When  Virginia  lined  up,  basing  its  action  on  the  class  strug- 
gle, when  Colorado  and  the  Southwest  lined  up  and  when  Illinois  linec 
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up,  when  the  block  coal  district  lined  up  they  came  to  us  and  said,  "We 
are  voting  tor  a  principle.  We  are  not  responsible  as  United  Miiie 
Workers  if  there  are  thistles  on  the  rose." 

Delegate  Farrington  tried  to  show  there  was  a  spy  there,  that  ther? 
was  a  Pinkerton  dectective  there.  What  has  that  to  do  with  the  hun- 
dreds who  engaged  in  that  discussion?  Let  us  look  at  the  question. 
Yes,  the  proletariat  or  working  class  has  gone  through  the  battle  in 
Richmond,  Missouri,  through  the  battles  of  Colorado;  we  have  seen 
the  defeat  of  craft  unionism  in  Alabama,  we  have  seen  deteats  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  we  know  the  time  is  coming  when  industry  will 
be  so  concentrated  in  the  State  of  Illinois  that  you  will  meet  one  large 
operator  instead  of  independents,  and  when  you  reach  him  you  will 
have  to  have  a  more  perfect  organization  than  you  have  at  the  present 
time. 

I  am  not  going  to  take  up  much  more  of  your  time;  but  we  stand 
ready — and  when  I  say  "we"  I  mean  the  members  of  the  rank  and 
file — we  stand  ready  when  this  question  is  put  to  the  working  men 
intelligently,  as  it  was  put  in  that  convention,  the  awakened  class 
consciousness  of  the  workers  will  put  the  seal  of  approval  on  it  and 
say,  "Well  done,"  to  the  men  who  are  willing  to  wipe  aside  past  tradi- 
tions, lay  down  a  proposition  and  say,  "The  working  class,  first,  last 
and  all  the  time."  Before  I  conclude  I  ask  this  question  "Suppose 
John  Mitchell  were  to  die,  would  you  still  not  have  a  principle?"  The 
question  arises,  "Are  you  going  to  carry  one  hero  on  your  backs?" 
These  men  who  are  friends  of  John  Mitchell  ought  to  tell  him  to 
come  out  of  that  environment  and  tell  him  to  work  for  the  laboring 
class.  He  should  not  sit  down  and  talk  to  three  or  four  or  six  men 
of  the  capitalist  class.  What  we  want  is  justice.  We  don't  know  our 
power.  We  are  ignorant,  and  when  we  become  class  conscious  we  will 
not  go  to  the  capitalists  as  beggars,  but  will  organize  as  a  working 
class  and  take  possession  of  these  mines,  mills  and  factories.  We  have 
started  out  by  separating  ourselves  from  that  monster  that  in  the  past 
has  preached  of  the  identity  of  interests.  The  men  in  the  oackground, 
the  wage  slaves  of  the  mines,  the  factories  and  the  mills,  irrespective 
of  what  Tom  Lewis  does  or  what  John  P.  White  does,  are  going  to 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  we  are  not  going  backwards.  This  U 
not  1894  or  1904.  We  are  living  in  1911.  We  are  on  the  upward  march, 
and  that  upward  march  means  that  we  are  going  to  stand  as  a  unit 
on  this  proposition.  I  appeal  to  the  young  men  of  this  body  this  after- 
noon to  stand  by  the  action  of  the  rank  and  file  to  put  up  ?.  battle  and 
put  you  square  on  your  feet  to  build  up  an  organization  first,  last  and 
all  the  time  for  the  wage  workers  of  the  world.  There  is  the  founda- 
tion and  we  are  going  to  build  on  that. 
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Delegate  Smith  (P.  J.)— Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Workers— I 
want  to  say  in  the  beginning  that  I  am  glad  to  get  in  on  this,  and 
especially  glad  to  find  the  water  so  warm.  I  read  a  story  one  time 
about  a  wolf  that  dressed  itself  in  lamb's  clothes  and  tried  to  associate 
with  a  little  girl.  When  this  matter  was  brought  into  the  International 
Convention  it  was  brought  in  such  a  way  as  to  keep  John  Mitchell's 
name  out  of  the  resolution — the  man  they  were  striking  at.  If  John 
Mitchell  had  been  associated  with  the  Citizen's  Alliance  that  is  the 
association  you  people  would  have  tried  to  condemn,  but  he  had  his 
association  with  an  institution  that  had  for  its  purpose  peace.  I  would 
rather  see  John  Mitchell  in  the  Civic  Federation  standing  up  in  de- 
fense of  the  working  class  of  this  country  than  to  see  J.  W.  VanCleave 
taking  his  place  in  the  trades  dispute  department  of  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion. I  know  that  the  time  was  when  such  an  institution  as  that 
knew  not  the  representatives  of  labor,  and  as  they  wined  and  dined 
the}-  could  look  out  and  sey,  "See  our  wage  slaves."  But  in  the  pres- 
ence of  John  Mitchell,  Samuel  Gompers  and  the  sixteen  other  repre- 
sentatives of  labor  they  dare  not  make  those  statements  without  re- 
ceiving a  stinging  rebuke. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  the  purpose  of  the  International  Con- 
vention was  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  one  man  who  was  acting  on  the 
principle,  "I  am  down  and  out,  and  I  am  going  to  reach  up  and  take 
down  anyone  else  I  can."  He  tried  to  take  down  John  Walker,  but 
the  Illinois  miners  would  not  stand  for  it,  and  then  he  reached  after 
Mitchell.  That  is  the  purpose  of  the  action  that  was  taken  in  that 
convention.  I  realize  that  the  action  of  this  convention  can  not  set. 
aside  a  clause  in  our  international  constitution,  but  I  believe  the  Illi- 
nois miners  owe  it  to  John  Mitchell  that  they  go  on  record  as  pro- 
testing against  that  enactment.  And  they  should  do  it  in  honor  of  the 
man  who  said,  "Right  or  wrong,  my  union."  I  believe  Johnny  Mitchell 
meant  that.  I  believe  that  when  a  young  man  he  started  out  in  this 
movement  he  felt  the  same  way.  As  he  developed  into  manhood  he 
had  with  him  an  organization  of  the  coal  miners  of  this  country,  and 
1  believe  he  declared  then  and  there,  "If  by  constant  and  honest  effort 
on  my  part  there  can  be  brought  into  the  homes  of  the  miners  a  little 
more  happiness  and  sunshine  I  will  feel  that  my  life  has  not  been 
spent  in  vain,  and  all  I  shall  ask  of  my  fellow  workers  is  a  chance  lo 
speak  in  my  own  behalf  before  I  am  convicted."  I  defy  any  man  to  get 
on  the  floor  of  this  convention  and  state  one  instances  where  he  has 
not  lived  up  to  that  declaration. 

When  Illinois  faced  one  of  the  most  perplexing  situations  they 
were  ever  confronted  with,  John  Mitchell  said,  "If  you  need  by  assist- 
ance, call  on  me  and  I  will  be  with  you."  He  was  with  us,  and  he 
was  paid  by  the  Civic  Federation  to  be  with  us.   It  is  needless  for  me 
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to  ^ay  that  bis  efforts  in  the  special  convention  in  Indianapolis  did  as 
much  or  more  for  the  Illinois  miners  than  the  efforts  of  any  one  man 
in  that  convention.  I  think  he  is  entitled  to  honor  from  the  hands  of 
the  Illinois  miners. 

The  time  was  when  John  Mitchell  tramped  over  the  state  trying 
to  get  men  into  the  organization,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  belie'^e 
that  some  of  the  men  who  are  most  desirous  of  putting  him  out  of  the 
organization,  some  of  the  men  who  worked  hardest  to  get  that  amend- 
ment into  our  constitution,  are  men  who  in  his  travels  John  Mitchell 
found  scabbing  and  put  them  into  the  organization  and  fed  them  and 
fattened  them  up,  and  now  they  want  to  take  a  kick  at  him.  As  an 
illustration.  I  saw  in  a  pasture  one  time  a  young  mule  and  its  mother. 
That  mother  was  giving  to  that  young  mule  the  kindest  and  most 
courteous  treatment  a  mother  could  give,  and  when  that  terminated 
the  young  mule  turned  and  kicked  the  mother  with  both  feet.  Isn't 
that  a  fair  illustration  of  the  treatment  given  John  Mitchell  by  our  last 
International  Convention? 

There  is  no  way  to  get  away  from  the  fact  that  in  the  Interna- 
tional Convention,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  resolution  did  not  con- 
tain the  name  of  John  Mitchell,  his  organizers  who  had  secured  cre- 
dentials and  the  henchmen  of  the  International  President,  whenever 
anyone  would  attempt  ,to  throw  off  the  lamb's  cloak  of  the  fellows 
who  were  trying  to  deceive  people  a  point  of  order  would  be  raised 
that  they  were  not  discussing  John  Mitchell,  but  discussing  the  Civic 
Federation.  If  this  sort  of  discussion  could  have  been  had  in  the  In- 
ternational Convention  I  feel  confident  that  amendment  would  never 
have  been  placed  in  our  constitution. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  simply  want  to  say  that  I  presume  I  will 
have  the  same  opportunity  others  have  had  on  both  sides,  to  paint  this 
picture  as  near  as  I  can  to  my  own  heart's  desire,  and  then  proceed  to 
tear  the  stuffing  out  of  one  side  or  boost  the  other.  I  am  not  going  to 
resort  to  the  tactics  of  abusing  any  man  or  praising  him  very  much 
when  he  is  not  here.  I  don't  like  the  idea  of  criticising  a  man  who  is 
not  present  to  defend  himself.  I  want  to  take  this  occasion,  however, 
to  explain  why  I  voted  as  I  did  in  the  last  International  convention. 

I  have  been  criticised  somewhat  freely  by  certain  people  for  my 
vote  in  connection  with  this  matter  when  it  was  under  consiaeration.  i 
voted  for  the  substitute  resolution  presented  by  Delegate  Germer  con- 
demning the  Civic  Federation.  I  attempted  to  speak  in  the  same  strain, 
but  because  of  interruptions  I  did  not  get  very  much  time.  President 
Walker  and  I  both  took  the  position  that  we  did  not  have  any  use 
for  the  Civic  Federation;  and  so  far  as  the  Civic  Federation  is  con- 
cerned, I  have  yet  to  hear  one  man  defend  it;  but  I  do  not  like  to  dis- 
cuss the  individuals  connected  with  it,  either  President  Lewis  or  ex- 
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President  Mitchell,  and  criticise  their  actions  when  they  are  not  here. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  a  manly  thing  to  do,  and  those  of  you  who  kn^>v 
my  position  in  the  last  two  or  three  International  conventions  know 
my  feelings  towards  President  Lewis.  If  he  were  here  I  would  try  to 
express  them;  if  I  do  it  now  when  he  is  not  here  I  might  have  to  sign 
a  retraction  and  say  I  did  not  mean  what  I  said,  and  I  don't  want  to 
be  placed  in  that  position. 

So  far  as  the  principle  of  the  case  is  concerned,  I  want  to  say  that 
the  International  convention,  in  my  opinion,  did  its  full  duty  when  it 
passed  a  resolution  condemning  the  Civic  Federation;  but  when  cer- 
tain people  are  not  satisfied  with  that  and  attempt  to  get  an  individua,l 
into  it  and  attempt  to  get  him  to  either  sever  his  connection  with  the 
Civic  Federation  or  with  our  organization,  it  satisfied  me  it  was  not 
the  principle  they  were  afcer,  but  some  individual,  and  for  that  reason 
I  voted  against  putting  that  clause  in  our  constitution.  If  no  mem- 
ber of  our  organization  had  been  connected  with  the  Civic  Federation, 
or  if  there  had  been  a  large  number  of  our  members  connected  with 
it,  I  would  have  voted  to  put  that  clause  in  our  constitution,  because 
that  would  demonstrate  that  I  was  doing  it  as  a  matter  of  principle  and 
not  as  a  matter  of  personal  prejudice. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  cast  the  four  votes  I  had  against  it. 
We  cannot  set  it  aside  now ;  we  have  no  authority  to  do  it.  It  has  been 
rumored  that  there  is  another  move  to  be  taken  to  refer  this  matter 
to  a  referendum  vote.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  I  voted  against 
the  proposition  I  would  just  as  vigorously  oppose  referring  it  to  a 
referendum  vote.  The  matter  has  been  decided,  and  I  presume  ex- 
President  Mitchell  will  have  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  In- 
ternational constitution  just  as  I  would  have  to  do.  Taking  his  own 
statement  for  it,  I  presume  he  will  sever  his  connection  wim  the  Civile 
Federation  and  stay  in  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.  He  is 
on  record  as  making  that  statement,  and  so  far  as  I  know  he  will  make 
good.    I  sincerely  hope  he  will. 

The  reason  I  opposed  the  clause  going  into  the  International  consti- 
tution, and  the  reason  I  opposed  the  majority  report  of  the  committee 
was  because  we  were  passing  judgment  on  a  man  who  was  then  bein 
tried  in  the  courts  of  this  country — and  we  know  what  cnance  a  man 
has  in  the  courts  of  this  country  if  he  is  representing  the  interests  of 
the  working  class  in  any  way.  If  John  Mitchell  had  been  there  I  woul.i 
have  said  more  than  I  did  about  the  Civic  Federation;  but  I  do  not 
like  to  take  snap  judgment;  and  I  say  it  was  a  rank  injustice  for  that 
convention  to  put  that  clause  in  the  constitution  when  he  was  not 
there.  I  have  as  yet  to  hear  the  first  man  who  attempts  to  defend  the 
interest  of  the  workers  defend  the  Civic  Federation.  I  have  told  John 
Mitchell  it  was  not  a  good  place  for  him,  that  he  ought  to  have  stayed 
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out  of  it,  because  you  cannot  harmonize  tiie  interests  of  the  wage  work- 
ers and  the  men  who  skin  the  wage  workers.  It  is  not  possible.  Whan 
we  engage  in  btruggles  of  great  magnitude  you  can  by  roundabout 
methods  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  some  employer  or  some  interest 
that  may  interfere  and  bring  about  a  settlement;  but  so  far  as  the 
principle  is  concerned  there  is  no  compromise  between  the  wage  work- 
ers and  those  who  live  off  their  labor.  The  Civic  Federation  does  not 
represent  our  interests  or  our  ideals,  and  the  money  that  is  paid  out  for 
salaries  is  taken  from  the  wage  workers  in  some  other  way. 

I  think  it  is  poor  policy  for  anybody  to  criticise  and  villify  men 
and  make  statements  when  they  are  not  present.  I  took  the  position 
in  the  convention  that  the  proper  place  to  refer  this  resolution  was  to 
the  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  so  that  we  could 
get  at  those  fellows  who  are  purporting  to  represent  labor  and  give 
them  all  a  hearing.  John  Mitchell  is  not  the  only  one  connected  with 
the  Civic  Federation  and  also  with  organized  labor.  There  is  a  raft  of 
them  over  there,  and  I  understand  they  all  attend  the  pink  teas  and 
monkey  dinners.  I  understand  it  is  getting  to  be  a  fad  in  New  York 
and  Chicago  to  give  dinners  and  have  labor  represented.  When  I  was 
a  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board  I  was  asked  by  men 
in  authority  if- 1  wanted  to  go  to  such  a  dinner  in  New  Yor'k.  Presi- 
dent Mitchell  had  asked  a  number  of  the  men  to  attend  the  meeting  o: 
the  Civic  Federation.  I  said  I  did  not  desire  to  go.  Some  of  the  men 
who  did  go  created  a  lot  of  amusement.  I  understand  our  friend 
"Whiskers"  Smith  of  peach  orchard  fame  was  entertained  by  Mrs.  Bel- 
mont. It  was  a  great  success!  Why,  it  had  the  monkey  dinners  beat 
a  country  block! 

I  believe  the  proper  thing  to  have  done  was  to  have  kept  these 
resolutions  out,  because  we  are  advertising  some  people.  A  majority 
of  the  Illinois  delegates  voted  against  putting  that  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution, but  it  is  in  there  over  our  protest,  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
since  it  is  in  there  I  want  to  observe  the  terms  of  that  constitution. 
I  stated  to  President  Mitchell  on  several  occasions  what  I  thought  about 
the  Civic  Federation.  Those  of  you  who  attended  our  convention  a 
few  years  ago  know  what  my  friend  Germer,  Hayes  and  myself  used 
to  get  when  be  broached  a  question  of  this  kind  when  President  Michell 
was  presiding.    We  were  made  to  go  away  back  and  sit  down. 

I  hope  I  will  never  reach  the  time  when  I  am  a  one-man  worshiper, 
whether  it  is  Tom  Lewis  or  John  Mitchell,  and  I  have  had  disagree- 
ments with  both  of  them.  I  hope  in  discussing  this  we  will  discuss  it 
from  principle,  not  whether  we  are  friends  of  Tom  Lewis  or  John 
Mitchell.  Tom  Lewis  cannot  better  our  conditions — in  fact  he  has  in- 
jured them  somewhat  and  John  Mitchell  cannot  better  conditions.  We 
must  carry  that  burden  ourselves.    We  can  go  on  record  condemning 
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the  Civic  Federation,  and  we  can  pass  a  resolution  condemning  the 
other  fellow,  and  then  when  we  go  home  some  of  us  can  listen  to  our 
local  unions  condemning  us,  but  it  all  amounts  to  very  little.  We  can 
look  over  the  roll  call  of  the  Columbus  convention  and  find  out  who 
voted  for  the  proposition  and  who  voted  against  it. 

Some  of  those  who  have  been  associated  with  me  politically  have 
criticised  me  and  have  said  I  was  inconsistent  in  voting  to  condemn 
the  Civic  Federation  and  then  voting  against  putting  a  clause  in  the 
constitution  because  it  would  put  John  Mitchell  out  of  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion or  out  of  our  organization.  I  voted  to  condemn  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion as  a  matter  of  principle,  as  did  President  Walker,  but  when  i': 
came  to  selecting  one  individual  and  holding  him  up  as  a  target  and 
trying  to  sacrifice  him  I  voted  against  that  clause.  I  have  no  ap'ologies 
to  offer  for  it,  and  so  far  as  my  class  consciousness  is  concerned,  I  have 
no  qualms  of  conscience  along  that  line.  I  expressed  my  honest  senti- 
ments v/hen  I  spoke  and  voted  against  the  Civic  Federation.  I  ex- 
pressed my  honest  sentiments  when  I  said  I  would  not  vote  to  put  that 
clause  in  the  constitution  to  get  even  with  one  individual. 

Most  of  us  in  discussing  this  question  have  referred  to  individuals. 
We  have  taken  up  the  question  of  who  the  Civic  Federation  is  com- 
posed of.  I  have  heard  this  discussed  so  much  in  these  meetings  that 
I  dream  of  the  Civic  Federation  at  night!  I  have  heard  many  people 
discuss  the  Civic  Federation  and,  like  myself,  many  of  them  did  not 
know  much  about  it.  So  far  as  harmoninzing  the  interests  of  capital 
and  labor — it  can  not  be  done.  If  there  was  no  struggle  on  between 
capital  and  labor  we  would  have  no  organization  to  fight  capital  and 
capital  would  have  no  organization  to  fight  labor.  No  institution, 
civic,  religious,  political,  economic  or  any  other  kind  can  be  estab- 
lished to  harmonize  their  interests.  It  is  to  the  workers'  interests 
to  get  all  they  can  out  of  their  labor,  and  it  is  to  the  interest  of  capital 
to  get  all  it  can  out  of  the  workers.  No  civic  federation  can  bring 
about  a  final  solution  of  this  question.  It  must  be  solved  by  a  majority 
of  those  who  constitute  the  wage  workers  of  this  country.  Forget  for 
moment  that  you  are  either  a  Lewis  man  or  a  Mitchell  man — and  I 
am  neither — and  view  this  from  an  impartial  standpoint.  If  you  do 
that  you  can  not  but  condemn  the  Civic  Federation;  but  you  can  do 
something  besides  putting  one  man  out  of  the  Civic  Federation  to 
gratify  the  v/ishes  of  one  or  two  individuals. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  debate  cease. 

Delegate  Germer — When  the  constitution  was  amended  some  years 
ago  to  suspend  any  member  who  attended  bar,  and  when  the  constitu- 
tion was  amended  to  suspend  any  person  who  became  a  commissioner, 
were  the  parties,  either  one  or  a  thousand,  given  a  hearing? 
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Secretary  McDonald — So  far  as  I  know  they  were  not.  I  didn't 
think  it  was  necessary  to  give  them  a  hearing,  because  the  fact  that 
they  accepted  those  positions,  under  our  constitution,  put  them  oui  of 
the  organization. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  carried. 

President  Walker — 1  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  the  committee 
to  read  the  resolutions,  but  they  will  read  their  recommendation. 

Delegate  Helmer — Unfortunately  I  was  not  here  when  the  resolu- 
tions were  read.    I  would  like  to  hear  them. 

President  Walker — The  substance  of  the  resolutions,  Brother 
Germer,  is — 

Delegate  Helmer— Not  Brother  Germer,  Brother  Helmer. 

President  Walker — The  substance  of  the  resolutions  is  to  protest 
against  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  in  the 
Inernational  Convention  that  compels  John  Mitchell  to  sever  his  con- 
nection with  the  Civic  Federation  or  with  this  organization. 

Delegate  Helmer — Thank  you.  I  was  away  from  the  convention 
since  the  first  day.  I  was  sent  away  by  yourself  to  attend  to  some 
matters,  and  have  not  been  here  until  the  last  half  hour. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  convention. 

Several  delegates  stated  that  they  desired  to  be  recorded  as  vot- 
ing against  the  proposition.  President  Walker  stated  that  if  they 
would  write  their  names  and  the  numbers  of  their  local  unions  out  and 
hand  them  to  the  secretary  or  the  stenographer  they  would  be  re- 
corded. 

Delegate  Weir,  Secretary  of  the  committee,  continued  the  report 
as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  6 — Second  Section. 

Resolved,  That  any  district  or  sub-district  officer  knowing  that  any 
local  union  is  violating  the  constitution  shall  take  the  matter  up  at 
once  without  being  urged  to  do  so. 

Local  Union,  No.  659,  Sparta,  Illinois. 

The  committee  recommends  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution,  as 
the  matter  is  fully  covered  by  the  constitution. 
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Delegate  Clark  (D.) — I  move  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee.   (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolution  No.  6. 
third  section. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Convention  fix  a  wage  scale  for  check- 
weighman  according  to  the  output  of  the  mine  where  they  are  em- 
ployed. 

Local  Union,  No.  659,  Sparta,  111. 
Delegate  King  (B.) — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolution  No.  10. 

Whereas,  A  condition  exists  in  the  State  of  Illinois  that  is  a  detri- 
ment to  the  mine  workers  in  general,  which  causes  mine  workers  who 
are  known  to  insist  on  the  provisions  of  the  agreement  being  lived  up 
to  by  the  operators  to  be  imposed  on  by  said  operators  until  they  quit 
their  employ  and  seek  other  places;  and. 

Whereas,  It  is  found  that  the  operators  keep  a  blacklist  throughout 
the  state  against  these  men,  and  as  a  consequence  they  are  prohibited 
from  earning  a  living;  and, 

Whereas,  In  most  places  the  buying  and  selling  of  places  is  a  gen- 
eral practice,  which  virtually  places  a  ban  on  all  honest  mine  workers; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  mine  workers  in  convention  here  assembled  de- 
mand that  when  a  miner  or  company  man  goes  to  a  mine  to  ask  for 
work  that  he  be  put  on  in  his  turn  and  given  a  fair  average  place,  and 
if  the  operator  at  that  mine  refuses  to  grant  his  application,  unless  he 
has  good  reasons  and  can  prove  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  proper 
officials,  his  mine  shall  be  closed  down  until  he  accedes  to  such  appli 
cation. 

JOHN  SLOAN,  President, 
DAVID  JACKSON, 

Local  491,  Auburn,  111. 

The  committee  recommends  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 
On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Weir,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  announced  that  Resolu 
tions  47  and  15  were  on  the  same  subject  matter,  and  were  considered 
together. 

Resolution  No.  47. 
Whereas,  We  believe  the  interests  of  the  mine  workers  of  this 
state  in  the  making  of  agreements  can  be  best  and  most  safely  looked 
after  by  themselves;  and. 
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Whereas,  We  believe  under  present  conditions  the  production  of 
•coal  should  cease  at  the  expiration  of  this  agreement  until  another 
agreement  is  made;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Sec.  32  be  stricken  from  the  agreement,  , 

ED.  WATKINS, 
JULIUS  HAGI, 
GEO.   D.  MILLhJR, 
Committee  L.  U.  146,  Divernon,  111. 

• 

Resolution  No.  15. 

Murphysboro,  111.,  Feb.  14,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention, 
District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  The  miners'  and  operators  of  Illinois  as  heretofore  set- 
tied  all  grievances  and  made  contracts;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  thirty-second  clause  of  our  present  agreement 
be  stricken  out. 

Committee  Concurs. 

K.  H.  KILBY,  L.  U.  2368, 
T.  R.  GALLIHER,  L.  U.  2368, 
NICHOLAS  GREEN,  L.  U.  2368, 
ROBT.  KEENAN,  L.  U  605, 
GEO.  BOLLSMAN, 
GEO  SMITH,  L.  U.  605, 
JAMES  WARD,  L.  U.  2368, 
DAVID  DAVIES,  L.  U.  2368, 
A.  H.  POOLE,  L.  U.  683, 
WADE  GUSBLY,  L.  U.  683, 
S..  BRUSTER,  L.  U.  683, 
CHARLES  PEINTEUR. 

The  committee  recomended  concurrence. 

President  Walker — Before  submitting  the  matter  for  your  consider- 
ation I  want  to  read  the  section  of  the  contract,  the  resolutions  provide 
for  striking  out.  The  committee  concurs  in  the  resolutions.  The  sec- 
tion referred  to  is  as  follows: 

"Negotiations  for  Next  Agreement. 

"Thirty  second.  It  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators'  Association  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
District  No.  12,  that  joint  negotiations  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
wage  contract  shall  begin  on  a  date  sufficiently  in  advance  of  the  ex- 
piration of  the  present  contract  to  reasonably  insure  the  completion 
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of  these  negotiations  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  1912.  But  should 
conditions  arise  which  apparently  make  it  impossible  to  complete 
these  negotiations  before  that  date  a  commission  shall  be  appointed 
composed  of  nine  miners  and  nine  operators,  together  with  three  dis- 
interested parties  hereinafter  named,  who  shall  be  called  in,  who  shall 
sit  together  with  the  miners  and  operators,  with  a  voice  in  the  affairs, 
but  without  vote.  This  commission  shall  continue  negotiations  and 
complete  the  work  of  making  a  contract,  settling  all  questions  that 
have  not  been  agreed  to  up  to  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  the  con- 
tract, and  shall  continue  in  session  for  such  time  as  is  mutually 
agreed  upon.  All  mines  to  continue  at  work  without  interruption, 
providing  negotiations  are  still  pending  and  the  same  is  mutually 
agreed  upon.  For  the  purpose  of  the  above  J.  E.  Williams,  of  Streator, 
Illinois,  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Holmes,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Wm.  T.  Morris, 
of  Duquoin,  Illinois,  are  named  as  the  three  disinterested  parties.  In 
case  of  the  inability  or  failure  of  any  one  of  these  three  to  qualify  it 
shall  be  within  the  power  of  the  other  two  to  name  a  third  disinter- 
ested party,  who  shall  sit  with  them  on  the  commission;  said  person 
so  appointed  to  be  mutually  agreeable  to  both  parties  in  interest. 

"This  section  is  subject  to  the  ratification  of  both  organizations 
at  the  earliest  date  on  which  they  convene  in  state  convention." 

President  Walker — When  the  final  conference  was  held  at  which 
our  contract  was  agreed  to  and  signed  up  the  operators  asked  that  this 
section  be  included.  They  said  the  large  railroad  interests  more  than 
anything  else  would  be  the  deciding  factor  in  determining  whether  or 
not  an  agreement  would  be  signed  up,  and  if  a  section  of  this  kind  was 
put  in  the  contract  they  could  use  it  as  an  argument  with  the  rail- 
roads, or  with  the  men  representing  their  ownership,  that  there  was  a 
prospect  of  on  interruption  of  work  until  a  new  contract  had  been 
agreed  to  at  the  expiration  of  this  present  one.  They  said  they  be- 
lieved if  they  could  use  that  argument  on  the  representatives  of  the 
railroad  interests  who  had  coal  interests  also  it  would  be  a  factor  in 
getting  them  to  agree  to  sign  our  present  contract. 

You  will  note  in  the  latter  part  of  the  contract  the  provision  that 
it  must  be  ratified  by  our  own  state  convention  before  it  will  be  bind- 
ing on  our  organization.  As  it  was  an  influence  that  might  help  us 
to  get  an  agreement  at  that  time,  and  there  was  nothing  whatever 
l)inding  upon  our  membership  in  the  matter,  and  it  would  be  left 
entirely  to  our  own  convention  when  it  met  in  session  as  to  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  put  in  operation,  we  felt  we  could  without  doing 
anything  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  men  we  were  representing 
agree  to  its  being  inserted  in  the  contract  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
reads. 
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This  is  entirely  and  absolutely  in  the  hands  of  this  convention. 
Whatever  your  decision  is  it  will  be  final  and  you  have  a  right  to  de- 
cide in  any  way  you  see  fit.  Personally  I  can  see  no  great  danger  in 
it  if  it  is  agreed  to,  because  it  leaves  the  matter  in  such  shape  that  we 
can  break  off  negotiations  at  any  time  we  see  fit.  Whenever  it  gets 
to  a  place  where  we  feel  we  can  not  agree  it  will  be  entirely  in  our 
hands  to  reach  a  disagreement,  and  no  contract  can  be  agreed  to  by 
any  one  representing  you  on  this  commission  unless  it  is  ratified  by 
you  men  or  by  the  men  your  local  unions  select  to  represent  them  in 
the  next  joint  conference  at  which  an  effort  is  made  to  reach  an  agree- 
ment. 

As  I  pointed  out  in  my  report,  the  cost  to  the  organization  for  the 
fifty-eight  days  your  joint  scale  committee  was  in  session  was  not  quite  as 
much  as  the  cost  of  two  days  to  our  local  unions  and  the  membership 
in  being  represented  in  the  joint  convention.  The  chances  are  that,, 
no  matter  what  is  done  with  this  section  of  the  contract,  during  ne- 
gotiations you  will  have,  as  you  have  always  had  in  the  past,  a  scale 
committeeman  selected  from  each  scale  district  to  represent  you  in  the 
conference  and  report  back  to  you  the  result  of  their  work.  That 
is  what  this  means.  The  officials  of  the  organization  can  act  as  that 
committee  if  you  so  decide.  If  you  decide  that  your  direct  repre- 
sentative from  each  scale  district  shall  act  as  that  committee  of  nine 
they  can  do  so,  and  if  you  desire  your  officials  to  act  with  them  in 
an  advisory  capacity,  that  can  be  done.  Or,  if  you  desire  to  do  so, 
you  can  elect  one  man  from  each  of  the  nine  scale  districts,  have 
them  meet  the  operators  without  your  officials  attending  the  sessions 
at  all.  But  whether  you  pursue  the  one  course  or  the  other,  before 
an  agreement  can  be  made  that  will  be  binding  on  you,  that  com- 
mittee will  have  to  report  back  to  the  full  convention  of  our  district 
organization  to  either  ratify  or  reject  any  proposition.  That  is  what 
you  have  alv/ays  had  in  the  past. 

The  adoption  of  this  section  of  the  contract,  in  my  judgment,- 
means  that  instead  of  waiting  until  the  first  of  April  before  we  get 
into  joint  conference,  and  after  the  contract  has  expired  referring  the 
matter  of  scale  to  a  committee  of  nine  on  each  sides  and  waiting  for 
them  to  report  back,  you  will  be  providing  in  advance  for  this  com- 
mittee to  meet,  go  over  the  entire  scale,  and  when  your  convention  is 
called  they  will  be  ready  to  report  on  what  they  have  agreed  upon  and 
what  they  have  disagreed  upon.  Then  you  can  decide  what  course  you 
will  pursue  in  the  matter  as  a  state  organization, 

I  believe  if  you  adopt  the  section  in  the  contract  as  it  reads  nov; 
it  will  mean  economy  in  time  and  money  to  the  organization,  with  the 
prospect,  if  there  is  one  at  all,  of  reaching  an  agreement  much  soonei' 
than  we  will  if  we  pursue  the  old  course.  We  are  obliged  to  bring  that 
before  you.    It  has  been  brought  to  the  Resolutions  Committee,  and  be- 
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fore  you  acted  on  the  matter  I  wanted  to  present  the  situation  to  you 
as  it  really  is.   I  wanted  you  to  have  the  facts  before  you  acted  upon  it. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — If  this  thirty-second  clause  is  aaopted  hero 
will  it  affect  the  fifth  and  ninth  scale  districts'  contract? 

President  Walker — This  will  only  affect  that  portion  of  the  mem- 
bership that  works  in  mines  owned  by  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators'  As- 
sociation. It  will  not  affect  the  Fifth  and  'Ninth  Scale  Districts  except 
where  these  men  own  mines  in  those  districts. 

Delegate  Evans — If  it  is  adopted  we  will  have  no  right  to  strike, 
we  will  have  to  continue  at  work.    Is  that  right? 

President  Walker — No,  sir.  I  took  pains  to.  have  no  misunderstand- 
ing on  this  matter  when  it  was  agreed  it  would  be  submitted  to  you  in 
this  form.  At  any  time  the  nine  members  of  our  committee  feel  it  is 
either  wise  to  break  off  negotiations,  or  feel  they  have  reached  the 
place  where  they  cannot  procure  an  agreement,  and  negotiations  are 
broken  off  in  that  way  we  have  the  absolute  right,  without  any  ques- 
tion, to  shut  down  every  mine  in  this  state  until  an  agreement  is 
reached. 

Delegate  Evans — ^The  matter  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  nine 
members  of  our  organization  as  to  whether  we  continue  at  work  at  the 
end  of  this  contract? 

President  Walker — If  this  convention  decides  that  we  will  continue 
at  work  and  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  that  delegation,  or  that  we  will 
continue  at  work  subject  to  the  decision  of  that  committee,  we  will 
work  until  the  committee  of  nine  reaches  a  disagreement  or  until  they 
break  off  negotiations,  but  they  will  have  to  get  that  right  from  us 
before  we  will  work  even  under  those  circumstances. 

Delegate  Evans — I  do  not  know  what  the  oflacials  of  our  organiza- 
tion who  are  elected  to  ofiice  intend  to  do  in  the  ensuing  year.  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  intend  to  try  to  reorganize  the  joint  conference 
or  not.  In  case  we  have  an  interstate  joint  convention  and  it  may  be 
necessary  to  quit  work  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  contract  period 
what  will  be  done? 

President  Walker — It  will  be  entirely  in  our  hands.  The  commit- 
tee of  nine  will  be  subject  to  our  instructions.  They  will  break  ott 
negotiations  or  continue  negotiations  according  to  our  wishes,  and  if 
we  meet  in  joint  conference  in  the  district  in  a  convention,  or  if  au- 
thority is  conferred  on  that  committee  or  through  the  Executive  Board 
to  meet  in  joint  conference,  it  could  be  with  the  understanding  that  if 
there  is  a  possibility  of  bringing  about  the  re-establishment  of  the  in- 
terstate joint  movement  negotiations  would  be  broken  off  and  we  would 
attend  the  interstate  joint  conference. 
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Delegate  Clark  (D.) — If  the  recomendation  of  the  committee  is 
voted  down  what  effect  will  it  have  on  our  next  convention,  if  we  meet 
prior  to  a  meeting  with  the  operators?  Could  that  convention  not  set 
that  ruling  aside? 

President  Walker — That  convention  will  have  an  absolute  right  to 
do  what  it  thinks  best  regardless  of  what  we  do  here. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  lost  by  a 
vote  of  G6  in  the  affirmative  to  120  in  the  negative. 

President  Walker — Does  the  convention  desire  to  take  any  further 
action  in  the  matter? 

Delegate  Gleason — Will  a  motion  to  refer  be  in  order. 
President  Walker — A  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  convention  for  con- 
sideration and  action  will  be  in  order. 

Delegate  Gleason — I  move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  our  next 
annual  convention  for  consideration  and  action.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Baxeldane — I  would  line  to  have  a  resolution  adopted  in 
regard  to  this.  Not  knowing  what  would  come  up  I  did  not  prepare 
the  resolution.  I  would  like  to  have  it  provided  that  in  the  next  con- 
vention a  resolution  be  adopted  that  at  the  end  of  the  present  contract 
we  shut  off  work  until  the  operators  make  an  agreement. 

President  Walker — Those  remarks  will  be  appropriate  at  the  next 
annual  convention  when  we  are  considering  this  matter. 

Delegate  Parrington — Is  the  motion  pending  in  order?  It  seems 
to  me  if  we  carry  out  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  clause  we  will 
either  have  to  endorse  or  reject  the  section. 

President  Walker — The  clause  is  subject  to  the  ratification  of  this 
convention;  but  if  we  do  not  desire  to  ratify  it  now  we  win,  of  course, 
pursue  the  next  best  course.  While  it  may  not  be  in  accord  with  .^.e 
wishes  of  the  men  who  proposed  this  section  if  we  defer  action  on  it 
until  our  next  annual  convention,  there  is  no  penalty  for  refusing  to 
act  on  it  at  the  present  time.  We  do  not  know  how  things  are  going 
to  work  out.  Things  may  look  different  in  our  next  convention.  In  the 
discussion  of  this  matter  the  fact  that  we  were  going  to  hold  two  con- 
ventions before  the  present  contract  expired  was  mentioned  to  the 
operators,  and  it  was  made  clear  that  we  might  not  feel  like  acting  on 
it  at  this  convention,  because  it  was  so  far  ahead  of  the  date  on  which 
our  contract  would  expire. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  motion  before  the  house 
be  laid  on  the  table.  (Lost.) 

The  motion  to  refer  consideration  of  the  question  to  the  next  con- 
vention was  carried. 
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Delegate  Wacliter  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  telegram: 

New  York  N.  Y.,  Feb  23.  1911. 
Mr.  Duncan  McDonald,  Secretary  Miners'  Convention,  Springfield,  111.: 
Please  express  to  delegates  my  congratulations  upon  year  of  sue 
cessful  administration,  and  my  good  wishes  for  future  progress  on  linea 
conducive  to  best  interests  of  all  our  fellow  workers. 

JOHN  MITCHELL. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  you  that  we  invite  ex-President  John 
Mitchell  to  attend  our  convention. 

Seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  letter  and  resolution: 

"Chicago,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 
"To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  District  No.  12  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  in  Convention  assembled,  Springfield,  111.: 
"Dear  Sir  and  Brothers — The  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  passed 
in  regular  meeting  assembled  the  enclosed  resolution  unanimously  with 
the  request  that  same  be  forwarded  to  the  Illinois  Mine  Workers  fOA 
endorsement  and  co-operation  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  Initiative 
and  Referendum  before  the  General  Assembly  now  in  session. 

"Hoping  for  favorable  action  and  greetings  to  your  convention,  we 
remain,  Fraternally  yours, 

CHICAGO  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR, 

E.  N.  NOCKELS,  Secretary. 

"Whereas,  Organized  labor's  demand  for  the  popular  control  of 
legiGlation  by  means  of  the  initiative  and  referendum  has  been  en- 
dorsed by  all  political  parties  in  this  state  at  the  last  election,  and 
has  been  twice  overwhelmingly  recommended  by  the  direct  vote  of  the 
people  cn  the  "little  ballot,"  and 

"Whereas,  The  proper  form  of  amendment  has  been  agreed  upon 
by  the  Referendum  League  of  Illinois,  the  Direct  Legislation  League 
of  Illinois  and  the  Committee  of  Seven  appointed  by  the  Peoria  con- 
ference and  other  organizations  interested  in  this  fundamental  political 
advance;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  approves  the 
form  ol  amendment  so  agreed  upon,  and  recommends  its  support  by 
all  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois  who  are  pledged 
to  the  initiative  and  referendum;  and  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the  Chicago  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  be,  and  it  is  hereby  instructed  to  advocate  the  adoption 
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of  this  form  of  constitutional  amendment  to  provide  for  the  initiative 
and  referendum  before  the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois;  and  be  it 
further 

"Resolved,  That  we  invite  the  co-operation  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittees of  the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor,  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  Illinois  and  other  organizations  of  organized  labor  and  a'l 
other  friends  and  advocates  of  good  government  in  this  state  in  sup- 
port of  this  amendment  to  provide  for  the  recovery  of  popular  con- 
trol of  legislation  in  Illinois  by  means  of  the  initiative  and  referendum. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  condemn  the 
proposed  amendment  to  Sec.  14  of  the  constitutiDU  recommended  by 
tho  State  Tax  Commission,  the  chairman  of  which  was  John  P.  Wilson, 
tax  attorney  for  the  corporations,  and  the  purpose  of  which  amend- 
ment is  to  permit  the  Legislature  to  pass  valid  laws  relieving  the  cor- 
porations of  capital  stock  tax  as  now  provided  by  law;  and  be  it 
further 

"Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the 
Governor  and  to  each  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  the  dele- 
gates of  this  C.  F.  of  L.  stand  instructed  to  have  their  local  unions 
take  action  in  behalf  of  the  initiative  and  referendum. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CHICAGO  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 

"Moved  and  seconded  the  adoption  of  resolution  as  submitted  by 
Legislative  Committee.  Amended,  that  pamphlet  submitted  by  "Com- 
mittee of  Seven"  appointed  by  the  Peoria  conference  January,  1911, 
entitled  "For  the  Restoration  of  Representative  Government  in  Illi- 
nois," containing  substance  of  proposed  constitutional  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  initiative  and  referendum,  be  added  to  the  resolution. 

"Motion  and  amendment  on  being  put  was  carried  unanimously." 

President  Walker — I  move  you,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the 
Chicago  Federation  of  Labor,  that  we  endorse  the  resolutions  they 
have  asked  us  to  endorse  and  comply  with  their  request  to  work  in 
co-operation  with  them,  and  that  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  notify 
them  of  our  action. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  carried  by  unanimous  rising  vote. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  communication: 

A  demonstration  of  mine  rescue  work  and  first  aid  to  the  injured 
in  honor  of  the  Annual  Convention,  District  No.  12,  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  will  be  given  in  Arion  hall,  Thursday  evening, 
February  23,  at  8  p.  m.(  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mine  Rescue  Com- 
mission of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
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Trained  rescue  and  helmet  men  from  the  Illinois  station  will  show 
how  to  use  the  helmet  and  to  render  first  aid  assistance.  The  organi- 
zation of  first  aid  work  will  be  illustrated  with  the  stereopticon  and 
a  report  of  the  work  of  the  commission  will  be  made  by  Mr.  Bennett, 
representing  the  United  Mine  Workers  on  the  commission. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all  delegates  to  the  convention 
and  any  friends  that  may  be  interested  in  the  subject. 

At  5:15  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  9 
o'clock  a.  m.,  Friday,  February  24th. 
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FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  24. 


FOURTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Friday, 
February  24th,  President  John  H.  Walker  in  the  chair. 

The  following  credential  was  omitted  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials:  W.  M.  McDowell.  Local  Union  2469,  Herrin, 
Illinois,  2  votes. 

President  Walker — Men  interested  in  the  matter  have  drawn 
up  a  resolution  in  connection  with  the  Mine  Rescue  Station  and  the 
Mming  Institute  Act.  I  would  like  to  have  it  acted  upon  by  this  con- 
vention. Secretary  McDonald  has  a  copy  of  it,  and  if  there  are  no  ob- 
jections it  will  be  read.  Hearing  none,  Secretary  McDonald  will  read 
the  resolution. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  resolutions: 

"Whereas,  According  to  statistical  report  of  the  United  States  Geo- 
logical Survey,  the  mineral  output  of  the  State  of  Illinois  has  reached 
$150,000,000  per  year,  of  which  the  coal  product  represents  $50,000,000; 

"Whereas,  The  dangers  and  difficulties  of  coal  mining  are  con- 
stantly increasing  and  new  problems  arising  that  require  careful  in- 
vestigation and  study; 

"Whereas,  There  are  in  the  State  of  Illinois  some  70,000  miners,, 
we  believe  that  every  possible  means  should  be  adopted  to  improve 
the  conditions  under  which  the  mines  are  being  operated  and  to  les- 
sen the  dangers  incident  to  mining; 

"Whereas,  The  Legislature  of  Illinois  at  the  Twenty-Sixth  Biennial 
Session,  authorized  the  establishment  of  a  department  of  mining  en- 
gineering at  the  University  of  Illinois,  which  department  in  the  short 
time  it  has  been  established,  has  shown  that  it  desires  to  co-operate 
with  all  the  mining  interests  of  the  State  looking  to  the  betterment  of 
conditions  for  conserving  life  and  the  natural  resources  of  the  state. 

"Be  it  resolved,  That  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  the  twelfth  dis- 
trict in  annual  convention  assembled,  believe  that  the  conditions  for 
giving  mining  instructions  at  the  University  of  Illinois  should  be  im- 
.proved  by  increasing  the  appropriation  for  maintenance  and  by  pro- 
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viding  a  suitable  building  for  the  department  of  mining  and  the 
State  Geological  Survey  as  provided  for  in  Senate  Bill  192,  so  that  the 
State  of  Illinois  may  offer  facilities  at  least  equal  to  those  offered  by 
sui rounding  states; 

"Be  i  tresolved,  That  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  ap- 
prove the  establishment  of  mining  institutes  so  that  mining  instruc- 
tion may  be  made  general  throughout  the  state; 

"Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  State,  President  of  the  Senate,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  as  a  communication  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
Illinois,  and  each  local  is  authorized  to  use  its  influence  with  its  rep- 
resentatives in  the  General  Assembly  to  secure  the  passage  of  acts 
carrying  into  effect  the  conditions  herein  noted, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  resolutions  be  adopted 
as  read. 

Secretary  McDonald — In  addition  to  the  facts  stated  in  this  com- 
munication we  find  that  a  number  of  other  states  have  made  liberal 
appTopriations  to  establish  mining  institutes  and  schools  of  mining 
in  connection  with  the  different  colleges.  In  Illinois  we  find  that  large 
sums  of  money  have  been  expended  for  agricultural  stations,  but  very 
little  has  been  expended  in  the  great  mining  industry.  We  are  en- 
titled to  what  these  resolutions  ask  from  the  General  Assembly. 
Every  delegate  here  should  see  his  representative  in  behalf  of  Senate 
Bill  192.  This  offers  an  avenue  by  which  education  can  be  secured, 
and  the  State  of  Illinois  owes  it  to  the  miners  to  make  this  appropri- 
ation. I  hope  every  delegate  will  see  the  member  from  his  district 
and  insist  on  his  support  for  this  measure  in  order  to  get  it  through 
the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

President  Walker — I  wish  every  delegate  before  he  goes  back 
home  would  take  the  opportunity  to  hunt  up  his  representatives  in 
the  House  and  Senate  and  use  what  argument  he  can  to  induce  them 
to  support  the  measures  we  are  interested  in.  If  you  do  that  your  in- 
fluence as  a  legislative  committee  will  go  a  great  deal  farther  than 
will  the  influence  of  your  Legislative  Committee  that  is  here  all  the 
time. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  resolutions  was  carried  by  unanimous 
vote. 

President  Walker — The  Committee  on  Oflicers'  Reports  is  ready 
to  report. 

Delegate  Bennett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  stated  that  the 
report  was  ready,  but  had  not  been  typewriten,  and  asked  that  fur- 
ther time  be  given  to  prepare  it. 
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The  Committee  on  Resolutions  announced  that  they  were  ready 
to  proceed  with  their  report. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  have  an  announcement  to  make,  if  I  am  in 
order. 

■President  Walker — An  announcement  is  in  order  at  any  time. 

Delegate  Helmer — There  is  a  brother  here  from  Sub-district  2. 
He  comes  from  Cherry.  Through  an  accident  he  lost  his  sight  when 
a  mine  was  being  opened  at  Cherry.  Later  he  entered  suit  against 
the  St.  Paul  Coal  Company.  The  suit  hung  fire  for  two  years,  and 
finally  the  courts  decided  he  was  not  entitled  to  any  damages.  The 
brother  has  traveled  as  best  he  could  through  Sub-district  2,  and  has 
liad  collections  taken  up  in  different  locals.  He  receives  the  pension 
for  the  blind  of  this  state.  It  is  some  help  to  him,  but  it  is  a  small 
amount.  When  he  is  out  of  Ladd  or  Seatonville  he  has  to  have 
someone  to  lead  him  about.  Sometime  ago  he  asked  me  if  he  would 
b'e  able  to  get  any  support  from  this  convention.  He  asked  me  to 
bring  the  matter  up  here.  I  told  him  I  would  state  the  matter  to 
the  convention.    Later  he  decided  to  come  here  himself. 

I  realize  that  appeals  are  made  every  year  to  the  convention,  but 
I  realize  the  advantage  that  we  who  can  see  have  over  our  blind 
brothers,  and  I  hoped  that  something  would  be  done  for  him.  At  the 
time  this  brother  worked  in  the  mine  he  was  industrious  and  his 
"habits  were  of  the  best.  It  is  said  that  when  a  person  is  afflicted  or 
when  he  is  dead  only  good  is  said  of  him.  I  knew  this  brother  when 
lie  first  came  to  this  country.  At  that  time  he  could  not  speak  any 
English,  but  he  can  carry  on  a  conversation  very  well  now.  I  worked 
with  him  and  pulled  coal  for  him,  and  I  have  been  his  neighbor.  I 
have  done  whatever  I  could  for  him.  I  realize  that  your  conditions 
are  not  of  the  best  because  work  has  been  slack,  but  I  hope  you  will 
give  him  some  consideration. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  move  that  all  appeals  for  aid  be  referred 
to  the  District  Executive  Board.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Davis — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  we  vote  the  blind 
brother  $200  out  of  the  state  treasury.  (Seconded.) 

President  Walker — I  notice  there  is  another  blind  brother  present 
who  has  credentials  and  a  card.    He  has  also  asked  for  assistance. 

A  motion  was  made  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  that 
a  collection  be  taken  up  in  the  convention  for  the  two  blind  members. 

International  President-elect  John  P.  White  and  International 
Vice-Presidet  Hayes  were  escorted  to  the  platform  by  a  number  of 
•delegates. 
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President  Walker — We  will  wait  to  take  up  their  cases  until  we 
settle  the  pending  case. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  motion  to  take  up  a 
collection  be  laid  upon  the  table.  The  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote 
of  97  in  the  affirmative  to  62  in  the  negative. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  move  a«  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment that  $200  be  stricken  out  and  that  the  motion  provide  that  each 
of  the  blind  brothers  be  given  $50.  (jSeconded.) 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  move  that  the  last  amendment  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  by  a  vote  of  92  in  the  affirm- 
ative to  87  in  the  negative. 

Delegate  Veal — I  move  you  that  this  convention  vote  $50  to  every 
blind  member  of  the  organization  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Charillo — I  move  that  the  last  amendment  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Delegate  Barton — I  move  that  we  donate  each  of  these  two  brothers 
3100.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Veal — The  motion  I  made  has  been  seconded.  I  want  to 
speak  in  defense  of  my  motion. 

President  Walker — Delegate  Evans  has  the  floor. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  am  in  favor  of  helping  our  blind  brothers. 
I  have  no  objection  to  doing  so;  but  I  believe  it  is  only  fair  that  all 
blind  brothers  who  are  members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  be  treated 
in  the  same  manner.    We  have  three  in  the  district  I  come  from. 

Delegate  Eagan  (C.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  question 
before  the  house  is  in  regard  to  one  brother,  not  two  or  three. 

President  Walker — The  substitute  mentions  two  brothers  who  are 
here.    Brother  Evans  is  discussing  the  question. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion  before  the 
house.  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  it;  but  I  would  like  to  have  all  our 
brothers  who  have  been  unfortunate  enough  to  lose  their  sight  and 
who  are  members  in  this  organization,  treated  in  the  same  way.  We 
have  three  in  the  Danville  District  who  are  members  in  good  standing. 
They  lost  their  sight  while  working  in  the  mines.  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken their  cases  were  before  the  convention  some  time  ago  and  they 
were  turned  down.    I  do  not  know  how  many  blind  brothers  we  have 
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in  the  State  of  lilinois  who  are  members  of  the  organization;  but  I 
believe  we  should  treat  them  all  alike.  You  have  opened  the  door 
for  those  brothers  to  come  into  the  convention  or  to  appeal  to  the 
State  Executive  Board,  and  I  ask  that  they  be  all  treated  alike.  I 
am  not  going  to  oppose  giving  any  assistance  to  a  brother  who  is  not 
able  to  take  care  of  himself,  whether  he  is  blind  or  whether  he  is 
injured  in  some  other  way;  but  I  say  you  ought  to  treat  every  mine 
worker  who  is  blind  and  helpless  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  you 
are  going  to  treat  these  two  brothers.  The  brothers  in  my  district 
have  asked  me  several  times  to  assist  them  and  I  have  done  so.  Brother 
Walker  knows  that  I  have,  and  he  has  done  the  same  thing.  I  presume 
the  delegates  from  the  other  districts  have  such  members  in  their 
locals.  Let  us  make  a  donation  to  every  blind  member  in  our  district. 
That  will  be  just  and  right  and  no  one  can  criticise  our  action. 

President  Walker — There  is  another  application  for  assistance  from 
a  blind  brother  in  Farmington.  Probably  it  would  be  better  to  refer 
the  entire  matter  to  a  committee  to  make  some  recommendations  to  the 
convention. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
President  Walker — State  your  point. 

Delegate  Hefferly — This  convention  is  working  under  the  rules 
and  the  only  thing  before  the  house  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions. 

President  Walker — No  objection  was  made  to  Brother  Helmer's 
announcement.  As  a  matter  of  fact  your  point  of  order  is  well  taken, 
as  a  motion  was  not  made  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  it  was  really  not 
an  announcement  that  Brother  Helmer  made. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  we 
take  the  matter  up.    (Seconded  but  not  carried.) 

President  Walker — ^We  have  with  us  at  this  time  the  incoming 
International  President.  I  take  it  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  hear  him.  You  all  know  him  just  as  well  as  I  do,  and  you 
know  everything  in  connection  with  him  about  as  well  as  I  do.  His 
life  in  our  movement  for  the  last  twelve  years  is  a  matter  of  written 
history  that  practically  every  miner  has  made  himself  familiar  with. 
Outside  of  the  things  about  John  P.  White  that  have  endeared  him 
to  us  generally,  in  our  recent  struggle,  if  it  was  possible  to  do  so, 
he  brought  himself  closer  to  the  membership  of  District  No.  12  by 
the  active  and  really  effective  manner  in  which  at  the  time  we  needed 
assistance  most  he  and  with  him  the  membership  of  District  13  cawf^ 
to  the  rescue  of  the  Illinois  miners.    I  expect  some  of  those  who  were 
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in  that  struggle  were  saved  from  going  hungry  at  that  time  through 
the  work  of  Brother  White  and  the  membership  of  his  own  district. 
I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  Brother  White  at  this  time  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  say  good  morning  to  you. 

International  President-elect  John  P.  White — Mr.  Chairman  and 
Fellow  Delegates:  I  certainly  appreciate  the  cordial  welcome  extended 
to  me  this  morning  by  your  President  and  the  delegates  assembled 
in  this  convention.  Of  course  it  is  always  pleasant  to  have  nice  things 
^  said  about  one.  My  good  friend  Walker  on  more  than  one  occasion 
has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  say  nice  things  about  me.  We  in  Iowa 
have  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Illinois  mine 
workers.  Aside  from  my  official  relationship  with  the  Iowa  miners 
I  have  a  deep  concern  in  the  welfare  of  the  Illinois  mine  Workers,  be- 
cause I  pride  myself  on  the  fact  that  I  was  born  and  reared  in  this 
state,  and  what  little  schooling  I  had  I  received  here.  The  interests  of 
District  13  and  District  12  are  so  closely  interwoven  that  an  injury 
to  District  12  would  mean  the  downfall  of  District  13.  Aside  from  our 
disposition  to  assist  a  sister  local  in  the  great  struggle  you  made  for 
your  rights  and  for  improved  conditions  of  employment,  there  was 
after  all  a  real  business  interest  underlaying  our  action  as  well. 

We  realized  in  Iowa  that  if  the  mine  workers  of  Illinois  were  de- 
feated in  their  ambition  to  correct  the  evils  that  had  long  been  com- 
plaiued  of  it  would  be  only  a  short  time  until  the  oppression  of  the 
operators  across  the  Mississippi  river  would  be  felt  very  actively  by 
the  membership  of  District  13. 

I  am  glad  to  say  in  connection  with  the  matter  mentioned  by 
Brother  Walker,  that  I  voiced  the  sentiment,  not  only  of  my  official 
household  in  Iowa,  but  of  the  entire  membership,  when  we  decided 
to  stand  by  the  Illinois  mine  workers  for  the  conditions  they  were  de- 
manding. If  there  has  been  one  thing  demonstrated  by  your  great  fight 
last  summer  it  is  that  you  have  shown  to  the  world  that  you  can 
fight  a  great  battle,  maintain  your  forces  and  come  out  of  it  a  stronger 
organization  than  when  you  went  in.  That  struggle  had  the  effect,  in- 
sofar as  I  am  able  to  judge,  of  solidifying  your  forces  and  will  make 
you  a  greater  factor  in  the  future  than  you  have  ever  been  in  the 
past — and  God  knows  the  Illinois  miners  occupy  an  enviable  place  in 
the  history  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  this  country.  On  more 
than  one  occasion  when  the  mine  workers  were  being  oppressed  in  other 
districts,  when  strikes  with  all  their  attendant  sufferings  were  waged 
against  the  men  in  the  coal  mines  of  other  fields,  the  Illinois  miners 
set  an  example  for  other  districts  to  emulate.  They  furnished  men 
and  money  and  words  of  sympathy  and  support  to  the  men  who  took 
part  in  those  great  conflicts  of  former  years.  Then  why  should  not 
the  Illinois  miners  be  the  recipients,  not  only  of  the  good  wishes  and 
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the  active  and  solid  support  of  District  13,  but  of  all  the  associated 
districts  in  our  organization? 

Your  strike  last  summer  was  watched  with  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest by  the  miners  of  my  state.  We  realized  what  it  would  mean 
if  you  lost  in  that  conflict.  We  watched  from  day  to  day  with  a  great 
deal  of  anxiety  the  progress  of  events,  and  no  one  rejoiced  more  than 
we  did  when  it  was  announced  to  the  world  that  peace  had  been  re- 
stored in  this  commonwealth.  And  above  all  we  rejoiced  that  the 
mine  workers  of  this  state  had  won  every  demand  they  were  contend- 
ing for.  It  was  especially  noticeable  that  the  strike  was  so  well  con- 
ducted, that  the  discipline  was  so  good,  that  not  in  one  branch  of 
our  organization  of  this  state  was  there  the  slightest  dissention 
among  your  officers,  but  that  each  worked  for  the  good  of  this  cause. 

You  are  to  be  congratulated  that  in  that  contest  every  man  who 
had  an  official  position  was  working  loyally  night  and  day  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  strike.  That  demonstrates  that  when  men  are  united, 
when  their  forces  are  working  for  a  common  purpose  and  all  con- 
tributing their  efforts  you  are  certainly  a  Gibralter,  and  the  fellows 
who  opposed  you  realize  that  when  you  are  united  you  are  a  most 
formidable  opponent.  Your  strike  has  left  its  impress  upon  the 
history  of  our  movement,  and  I  fancy  that  in  coming  years  when  other 
districts  may  be  called  on  to  engage  in  a  similar  experience  to  rectify 
long  standing  inequalities  they  will  point  with  pride  and  satisfaction 
to  the  way  in  which  the  Illinois  mine  workers  and  their  officals  con- 
ducted ths  battle  and  emerged  from  it  with  the  final  goal  of  success 
achieved. 

My  friends,  our  great  movement  is  one  that  every  mine  worker 
ought  to  feel  proud  of.  ¥/hile  at  times  many  of  us  grow  impatient 
because  of  the  imperfections  that  surround  us,  we  cannot  help  real- 
izing the  great  improvements  that  have  been  brought  about  in  the  life 
of  the  miner  and  in  his  environment  by  reason  of  his  being  a  member 
of  this  organization.  When  we  allow  our  minds  to  be  free  from  bias, 
when  we  discard  elements  of  prejudice  and  calmly  survey  the  scenes 
that  now  surround  us  and  compare  the  life  of  the  mine  worker  in 
this  and  other  states  with  the  life  of  the  mine  worker  when  he  stood 
alone  and  unaided  by  an  organization,  my  friends,  it  is  indeed  a  mat- 
ter of  pride  to  note  the  contrast  in  the  miners'  affairs  in  his  workshop 
and  his  surroundings  today  as  compared  with  the  days  of  old.  The 
younger  men  in  our  organization  ought  to  look  upon  the  achievements 
of  the  past  with  pride  and  satisfaction  rather  than  with  the  im- 
patience they  sometimes  show.  We  should  not  regard  lightly  the 
early  struggles  and  sacrifices,  we  should  not  disregard  the  loyalty 
displayed  by  men  in  the  days  when  it  required  a  great  deal  of  courage 
to  be  a  member  of  this  organization,  the  days  when  those  who  wera 
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in  the  limelight,  when  those  who  were  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  the  organization  and  who  were  active  in  advising  their  fellowmen 
to  carry  out  a  movement  that  would  best  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers  in  those  trying  times,  laid  the  foundation  for 
our  success.  We  should  not  forget  that  they  seruggled  against  great 
odds,  and  that  when  they  carried  the  torch  of  progress  along  the  high- 
ways and  byways  of  life  they  were  building  for  the  future,  and  their 
patience  and  forebearance,  their  sacrifices  and  their  loyalty  ought  to  be 
at  this  time  to  us  a  matter  of  pride  and  satisfaction.  We  should  be 
proud  to  know  that  they  laid  the  foundation  for  one  of  the  greatest 
institutions  having  for  its  object  human  betterment  the  world  has  ever 
seen.  In  this  day  and  age  we  are  too  apt  to  forget  the  accomplishment 
and  the  achievements  of  this  movement.  I  know  of  no  organization 
that  has  busied  itself  so  much  and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  United 
Mne  Workers  has  in  trying  to  break  down  the  barriers  that  seemed  to 
chain  the  subterranean  toilers  to  the  pinion  wheel  of  slavery  as  ours. 
It  has  challenged  the  operators  and  has  met  them  in  every  section  of 
the  country  to  do  battle  with  them  to  correct  the  wrongs  we  complain 
of.  Therefore,  we  should  give  our  full  measure  of  credit  and  our  un- 
yielding devotion  to  this  institution  that  has  worked  such  improvement 
in  the  lift  of  the  miners. 

When  we  come  to  analyze  the  situation  and  measure  all  the  ac- 
complishments of  the  organization,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  to  find 
here  and  there  individuals  or  even  communities  that  complain  of 
the  inability  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  to  reach  certain  attain- 
ments; but  when  we  look  over  the  whole  broad  field,  when  we  sur- 
vey the  progress  of  this  movement,  not  only  in  the  State  of  Illinois  and 
in  District  13,  but  all  over  this  country  we  will  realize  the  tremendous 
task  of  uniting  and  educating  our  forces  along  the  lines  of  advance- 
ment best  suited  to  their  own  needs  and  requirements.  No  organiza- 
tion of  men  within  the  confines  of  our  great  jurisdiction  has  con- 
tributed so  much  or  has  done  so  much  to  bring  this  condition  of  af- 
fairs about  as  has  the  United  Mine  Workers.  You,  with  your  great 
membership  and  with  your  great  treasury,  you,  with  your  men  of 
splendid  ability  in  this  state  have  been  conspicuous  in  pointing  the 
pathway  of  progress  in  our  movement.  In  our  convention  your  voices 
have  influenced  possibly  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other  district 
in  this  country  the  advancement  of  our  cause.  No  one  takes  greater 
pleasure  or  pride  in  seeing  your  movement  in  Illinois  occupy  this 
enviable  position  than  do  the  men  of  District  13.  All  I  regret  here 
and  elsewhere  is  that  so  many  fail  to  recognize  the  tremendous  cost, 
the  tremendous  effort,  the  days  of  toil  and  sacrifice  necessary  to  put 
this  organization  in  the  position  it  now  occupies. 


192  Minutes  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 

My  friends,  judging  from  the  reports  we  hear  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  at  no  time  recently  has  there  been  such  a  depression  in  the 
coal  business  as  we  witness  in  some  parts  of  our  country.  These  are 
problems  that  command  the  attention  of  this  great  organization.  They 
will  engage  your  greatest  ability  to  solve.  While  we  all  have  the 
ambition  to  reach  the  highest  realms  of  success,  I  take  it  that  the 
friction  of  mind  and  thought  we  see  reflected  on  the  floors  of  our  con- 
vention are  honest  expressions  of  each  individual  seeking  to  work  out 
in  his  own  way  and  with  his  own  phlosophy  the  true  course  the  organi- 
zation ought  to  pursue.  It  is  noticeable  that  we  can  engage  in  these 
discussions,  that  each  can  with  great  earnestness  put  forth  what  he 
thinks  the  best  course  to  pursue,  after  all  we  are  working  out  the  com- 
mon destiny  of  this  great  organization 

I  take  it  for  granted  our  movement  will  have  many  great  prob- 
lems to  face,  aside  from  the  problem  of  unifying  our  forces,  aside  from 
the  problem  of  winning  strikes  on  the  field  of  industrial  conflict.  In 
times  of  industrial  peace,  in  times  when  no  wage  contracts  are  up 
for  consideration,  there  are  always  problems  within  the  movement 
that  require  brains  and  skill  and  ability  to  meet  to  keep  the  forces 
working  onward  and  upward  for  the  highest  aims  and  accomplishments 
of  the  purpose  of  our  great  organization. 

I  feel  grateful — and  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  making  refer- 
ence to  this — for  the  loyal  support  the  Illinois  mine  workers  rendered 
me  in  my  ambition  to  fill  the  highest  office  within  your  gift.  I  realize 
that  I  will  soon  take  hold  of  the  reins  of  leadership  of  this  organiza- 
tion. I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  many  grave  problems  will 
confront  me  the  minute  I  am  entrusted  with  the  mantle  of  responsi- 
bility; but  hope  I  will  be  instrumental  in  restoring  peace  in  our  In- 
rernational  affairs.  I  appreciate  the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in 
me.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  this  high  trust,  and  I  hope  I  may  measure 
up  to  it  in  every  respect.  When  the  time  comes  that  I  must  transfer 
this  mantle  of  responsibility  to  another  I  hope  it  will  be  said  of  me 
thpit  I  have  served  you  faithfully  and  well. 

We,  in  Iowa  can  indeed  feel  proud.  We  happen  to  have  a  little 
local  union  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America  have  honored  with  two  of  the  highest  ofllces  in  their 
gift,  the  offices  of  President  and  Secretary-Treasurer.  Now  they 
charge  us  with  being  a  little  selfish  since  they  have  found  out  that 
Brother  Hayes  was  born  in  Iowa.  I  am  afraid  someone  will  charge 
us  with  playing  politics  when  we  arranged  to  have  all  these  officers 
either  residents  of  or  born  in  Iowa.  I  know  Brother  Walker  would 
not  do  that. 

I  do  not  know  what  important  business  your  convention  has  trans- 
acted thus  far.    I  take  it  that  you  are  here  to  discharge  the  grave 
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duties  devolving  upon  you.  I  know  you  will  have  many  things  to 
consider  to  conserve  the  best  interests  of  your  organization  and  that 
like  all  other  district  conventions  you  are  going  to  legislate  wisely 
and  well  for  the  great  membership  you  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
The  convention  of  District  13  will  meet  in  a  few  days  to  perform  a 
similar  duty.  We  hope  to  improve  our  organization  by  adopting  bet- 
ter laws  to  govern  us.  We  are  very  much  interested  this  year  in  Iowa 
In  trying  to  secui-e  legislation  that  will  be  of  vast  importance  to  the 
miners.  We  are  going  to  try  to  adopt  a  law  similar  to  the  one  you 
have  adopted  in  Illinois,  a  Qualification  Act.  It  has  been  introduced 
by  Senator  John  F.  Ream,  a  former  district  president  of  Iowa.  We 
iiave  pending  a  compensation  bill  and  a  general  bill  looking  to  a  re- 
vision of  the  mining  laws.  We  feel  if  we  can  bring  about  the  adoption 
of  the  major  portion  of  these  measures  we  will  have  made  great 
strides  in  improving  the  conditions  of  the  mine  workers. 

There  is  no  problem  that  can  engage  the  attention  of  our  organiza- 
tion, particularly  when  no  contracts  are  being  considered,  more  im- 
portant than  the  problem  of  better  protecting  human  life  in  the  coal 
mines.  In  Iowa  we  have  had  an  endowment  fund,  and  each  year  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  chronicle  the  deaths  that  have  occurred 
and  report  the  status  of  that  fund.  This  year  I  noticed  an  increase 
in  the  number  who  have  gone  to  their  final  reward,  and  I  thought  of 
the  homes  that  were  left  desolate  because  of  the  bread  winners  be- 
ing taken  away.  Our  organization  certainly  owes  it  to  its  great  mem- 
bership to  put  forth  every  effort  to  do  something  to  ameliorate  the 
conditions  that  follow  death  in  our  mining  regions  The  suffering,  the 
anguish,  the  despair  attendant  upon  the  death  of  a  mine  worker 
never  gets  to  the  outside  world.  It  is  in  the  little  mining  hamlets 
that  the  suffering  and  all  these  things  are  made  known.  It  seems  as 
though  the  great  public  has  no  interest  in  taking  care  of  the  responsi- 
bilities left  after  these  deaths.  Almost  every  day  we  get  notice  of 
some  poor  fellow  who  had  just  left  his  home  in  the  bloom  of  health, 
strong  and  sturdy,  who  had  met  death  immediately  upon  going  into 
his  subterranean  workshop.  Then  the  widow  and  her  family  are  left 
to  mourn.  We  follow  that  casket  to  its  last  resting  place  with  our 
tears,  our  sorrow  and  our  flowers;  but  the  great  public  forgets  the 
responsibilities  that  are  .left  behind.  It  forgets  the  children  that  are 
to  be  educated  properly  in  order  to  become  shining  examples  to  so- 
ciety. The  care  of  that  widow  and  her  children  is  of  prime  impor- 
tance, or  at  least  it  ought  to  be,  to  every  mine  worker;  and  to  the  end 
that  those  children  may  not  be  denied  the  opportunity  of  intellectual 
and  moral  training  that  will  fit  them  to  meet  life's  responsibility,  the 
problem  of  their  care  and  education  should  be  met.  Your  organiza- 
tion is  a  factor  in  presenting  those  problems  to  the  gaze  of  public 
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opinion.  It  is  your  representatives  who  must  go  before  the  legislative 
bodies  and  on  the  public  rostrum  to  expose  the  conditions  that  follow 
the  too  frequent  mining  accidents  that  occur  as  a  result  of  careless- 
ness. That  is  the  problem  your  organization  is  contending  with  all 
over  the  country. 

In  looking  over  the  death  claims  I  found  we  had  lost  253  mem- 
bers through  one  cause  and  another  in  Iowa.  The  little  help  we  are 
able  to  give  by  reason  of  the  endowment  fund  came  at  a  time  when 
it  as  most  needed  in  these  cases.  Although  small,  it  has  proved  a 
help  in  the  sorrowful  hour  of  those  families.  It  has  also  proved  a 
great  educational  factor.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  enact  legislation  in 
Iowa  in  the  not  distant  future  that  will  make  this  industry  bear  the 
burdens  of  its  victims,  so  that  these  widows  and  these  children  who 
are  left  to  mourn  as  a  result  of  too  frequent  mining  accidents  will 
be  provided  for.  We  cannot  bring  back  the  bread  winner  who  is 
gone;  but  we  can  surround  those  who  are  left  with  better  safeguards 
and  lessen  the  chances  of  their  being  suddenly  ushered  into  eternity 
through  the  neglect  of  someone  else.  Your  organization  has  all  these 
problems  to  meet. 

I  appreciate  very  much  f;he  cordial  welcome  you  have  extended  me, 
I  understand  there  is  to  be  another  meeting  somewhere  in  the  city 
this  evening  at  which  1  am  expected  to  say  a  few  words,  and  for  that 
reason  I  will  refrain  from  any  further  remarks.  I  wish  to  convey  to 
you,  and  through  you  to  the  membership  you  represent,  my  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  support  extended  to  me  in  securing  this  great  office, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  myself  worthy  of  it  in  everj^  respect. 

President  Walker — I  want  to  apologize  to  the  International  Vice 
President  for  not  extending  the  courtesies  of  the  convention  to  him  up 
to  this  time.  I  am  sure  he  felt  welcome  all  the  time  through  the 
piece.  I  know  everybody  welcomed  him  here.  It  may  be  that  because 
he  was  only  an  organizer  in  the  past  year  that  he  was  not  given  the 
consideration  he  should  have  received.  I  want  to  apologize,  however, 
for  any  apparent  lack  of  courtesy  and  friendship,  and  assure  him  there 
was  no  real  lack  of  either.  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you 
Brother  Frank  J.  Hayes,  who  after  the  first  of  April  I  understand  will 
be  International  Vice  President. 

International  Vice  President  Frank  J.  Hayes — Mr.  Chairman  and 
Friends:  It  is  but  natural,  after  having  heard  the  White,  that  you 
should  want  to  hear  from  the  red.  Brother  Walker  is  noted  as  a 
humorist,  so  I  do  not  often  take  very  deeply  what  he  says.  I  know  I 
am  always  welcome  in  a  convention  of  the  Illinois  miners.  I  certainly 
appreciate  the  loyal  support  that  has  ever  been  accorded  me  by  the 
miners  of  my  home  state.   And  while  this  is  the  native  state  of  Brother 
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Wliite  it  is  not  my  native  state.  I  was  born  in  Iowa.  In  other  words, 
I  am  a  native  son  of  Iowa  and  a  favorite  son  of  Illinois,  while  Brother 
White  is  a  native  son  of  Illinois  and  a  favorite  son  of  Iowa.  So  yoa 
see  that  between  us,  with  the  assistance  of  providence,  we  have  ar- 
ranged matters  very  satisfactorily. 

I  have  recently  returned  from  Colorado.  I  have  been  there  for 
some  time  rendering  what  assistance  I  could  to  the  miners  of  that 
state  in  the  great  striJie  that  has  been  going  on  out  there  since  April 
1,  1910.  No  better  body  of  fighters  can  be  found  in  the  world  than 
the  miners  of  Northern  Colorado.  They  have  waged  a  great  fight  out 
there  for  eleven  months,  and  I  do  not  believe  more  than  one  per  cent 
of  the  membeiBhip  has  deserted.  It  is  not  only  a  fight  for  the  de- 
mands of  the  Cincinnati  scale,  but  a  fight  for  the  very  existence  of 
our  organization  in  Colorado.  The  corporations  of  that  state,  which 
is  the  most  corrupt  state  politically  in  the  nation,  have  determined 
that  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  shall  not  there  exist,  and 
they  have  turned  all  the  forces  of  wealth  and  political  power  against 
our  organization  in  Colorado.  With  the  collusion  of  a  little  two-by- 
four  judge  they  sent  sixteen  of  our  men  to  jail  on  December  22d  last 
without  cause.  Those  men  had  committed  no  crime.  On  a  trumped-up 
charge  against  them  these  brave  men  were  arrested.  The  charge  was 
that  they  had  assaulted  two  scabs  on  the  streets  of  Lafayette,  Colorado. 

When  the  trial  came  on  these  men  had  successful  alibis;  they 
proved  that  they  were  not  on  the  streets  of  Lafayette  when  the  alleged 
assault  took  place;  but  they  happened  to  be  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  the  local  at  Lafayette,  so  they  were  sentenced.  They  were  hauled 
over  to  Denver,  twenty-two  miles  from  the  scene  of  the  alleged  assault, 
and  there  this  judge,  owned  body  and  soul  by  the  corporations,  although 
the  evidence  did  not  support  him,  said  that  an  assault  had  been  com- 
mitted, that  nobody  had  been  brought  to  justice  and  somebody  must 
be  made  an  example  of.  He  said,  "In  order  to  show  my  disapproval 
of  the  lawlessness  of  the  miners  of  Colorado  I  sentence  these  sixteen 
men  to  jail  for  one  year."  Think  of  that,  my  friends!  The  judge  was 
the  jury,  the  executioner,  and  everything  in  the  case.  Those  men  had 
no  trial.  They  proved  they  were  not  there  when  the  assault  took 
place,  but  their  evidence  did  not  amount  to  anythii.ig.  The  judge 
thought  that  by  sending  them  to  jail  he  could  make  the  miners  of 
Colorado  give  up  the  fight;  in  other  words,  that  he  could  bulldoze  and 
bluff  them  into  submission  by  jailing  sixteen  of  their  number.  But 
I  am  proud  to  say  that  this  infamous  decision  of  the  corporation 
judge  had  the  opposite  effect.  Instead  of  the  Colorado  miners  becoming 
weaker  they  became  stronger  and  more  determined  than  ever.  Protest 
meetings  were  held  all  over  Colorado.  In  Denver  15,000  men  paraded 
the  streets  to  show  their  indignation  at  this  unjust  decision  of  Judge 
Whitford. 
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I  wished  when  I  heard  of  this  great  parade  that  the  miners  and  the 
workers  in  general  in  Colorado  had  made  the  same  kind  of  demon- 
stration at  the  ballot  box  last  election  day.  That  is  the  place,  my 
friends,  to  demonstrate.  It  is  well  to  pass  resolutions  in  conventions 
condemning  judges,  but  the  place  to  strike  the  blow  is  at  the  ballot 
box.  I  believe  the  miners  of  Colorado  have  learned  that  lesson  well. 
They  have  seen  what  a  corrupt  judge  could  do  to  them  during  a  strike. 
I  am  glad  the  demonstration  of  the  miners  had  some  effect.  It  made  the 
judge  get  cold  feet.  This  shows  what  labor  can  do  when  aroused  and 
united.  It  can  say  to  the  court,  "We,  the  citizens  of  Colorado,  the 
people  who  produce  the  wealth  of  Colorado,  ask  that  you  afford  justice 
to  these  imprisoned  men."  The  cowardly  judge  saw  the  great  parade, 
he  heard  of  the  protest  meetings  being  held  all  over  the  state,  and, 
like  the  politician  he  is,  he  paid  some  attention  to  it.  I  have  here  a 
telegram  which  reads: 

"Denver,  Colorado,  February  23,  1911. 

"Frank  J.  Hayes, 

Farmers  Bank  Building, 
Springfield,  Illinois. 

"The  sixteen  men  were  released  from  jail  this  morning  by  Judge 
Whitford. 

JOHN  R  .LAWSON." 

We  have  been  fighting  a  great  battle  out  there.  We  had  hoped — 
at  least  some  of  the  boys  in  Colorado  hoped,  although  I  did  not — 
that  the  Supreme  Court  to  which  we  had  appealed  the  case  would 
have  released  them  on  a  writ  of  supercedeas.  They  did  not  do  that. 
They  held  the  case  up  for  several  weeks  and  then  arranged  it  so 
that  four  were  opposed  to  releasing  them  and  three  were  in  favor 
of  doing  so — a  majority  of  one,  as  they  always  have  it  in  that  state. 
We  were  then  to  put  it  up  to  the  Governor  of  Colorado.  The  Governor 
was  elected  because  the  workers  though  he  was  a  friend  of  labor. 
They  went  out  over  the  state  and  worked  for  him  and  elected  him. 
He  has  not  demonstrated  his  friendship  very  much.  I  am  always  a 
little  suspicious  of  these  so-called  friends  of  labor  who  advertise  the 
fact.  A  man  who  is  a  real  friend  of  labor  does  not  have  to  advertise 
the  fact.  If  he  was  a  friend  like  former  Governor  Waite,  of  Colorado, 
the  strike  would  have  been  ended  in  a  week.  During  the  strike  of  the 
Weetern  Federation  of  Miners  Governor  Peabody  sent  Charles  Moyer 
to  jail  for  one  hundred  and  three  days.  What  for?  He  said  Moyer 
was  the  cause  of  disturbance  in  Colorado.  On  the  same  principle  the 
coal  mine  operators  who  are  creating  this  distrubance  in  Northern 
Colorado  ought  to  be  sent  to  jail.  If  there  is  equality  before  the  law, 
if  the  so-called  friend  of  labor,  the  Governor  of  Colorado,  would  send 
these  rich  criminals  to  jail  the  strike  would  not  last  very  long.  They 
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are  the  cause  of  the  disturbance  out  there.  They  seek,  with  the  aid  of 
Senator  Guggenheim,  the  Copper  Trust  and  the  Smelter  Trust  to  dis- 
rupt the  organization,  not  only  of  the  miners,  but  of  every  other  craft 
in  Colorado. 

The  workers  in  Colorado  are  awakening.  The  only  time  some 
people  think  is  when  they  get  up  against  the  guns.  They  are  against 
them  out  there,  and  I  predict  the  outcome  of  this  fight  for  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Miners'  Union  will  be  that  a  working  class  governor  will 
be  seated  in  the  State  House  at  Denver,  that  judges  from  the  rank 
and  file  will  be  seated  on  the  benches  and  that  men  from  the  ranks 
of  labor  will  be  seated  in  the  Colorado  Legislature.  If  that  sort  of 
condition  existed  in  Colorado  or  anywhere  else  there  would  be  no 
strike,  because  the  ruling  class  would  be  afraid  to  go  up  against 
political  power  that  is  in  our  hands.  They  know  we  would  use  that 
power  in  the  interests  of  our  class,  and,  knowing  that  they  would  not 
precipitate  strikes,  they  would  not  seek  to  wipe  out  organized  labor, 
they  would  not  seek  to  drive  men  back  to  industrial  slavery;  but  they 
would  respect  the  rights  of  the  workers.  If  labor  wants  to  be  re- 
spected it  must  first  respect  itself. 

The  miners  of  Illinois  went  through  one  of  the  greatest  industrial 
conflicts  last  year  that  any  body  of  men  ever  went  through.  I  am 
proud  of  the  great  battle  they  fought,  proud  of  their  success.  The 
fight  put  up  by  the  miners  of  Illinois  has  been  an  inspiration  to  every 
mine  worker  in  this  country.  The  miners  of  Colorado  and  everywhere 
I  have  been  during  the  past  year  point  with  pride  to  the  splendid 
fight  put  up  by  the  miners  of  District  12.  You  won  despite  every  ob- 
stacle put  in  your  way,  despite  the  opposition  of  all  the  railroad  cor- 
porations, newspapers,  and  some  other  gentlemen.  The  miners  of 
Illinois,  after  five  months  of  warfare,  whipped  the  entire  outfit  and 
showed  conclusively  what  can  be  done  by  labor  when  the  men  stand 
together. 

We  can  do  without  them,  but  they  connot  do  without  us.  All  tbe  ' 
mine  owners  can  go  to  Europe  tomorrow  and  leave  the  mJners  here, 
and  business  will  go  on  in  the  same  old  way;  but  if  all  the  miners  go 
to  Europe  and  leave  the  mine  owners  here  they  will  star'>e  to  death. 
Lincoln,  the  great  emancipator,  said  that  labor  is  prior  to  and  inde- 
pendent of  capital;  and  the  object  of  this  great  labor  movement  is  to 
get  the  Avorkers  to  understand  their  power  and  right  and  stand  erect 
like  men  and  get  all  they  create.  If  they  do  that  there  will  be  no 
strikes,  there  will  be  no  bull  pens,  no  injunctions,  no  Coeur  d'Alenes, 
no  Homesteads,  but  a  nation  of  free  men  and  women,  a  nobler  manhood, 
a  happier  womanhood  and  a  better  childhood  for  all.  There  will  be  no 
mines  bl))wn  up.  Human  life  is  now  the  cheapest  thing  in  this  country, 
cheaper  than  props  and  cheaper  than  mules.    These  things  cost  money 
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but  human  life  does  not.  We  must  be  aroused  and  create  a  new  politi- 
cal movement.  If  that  is  done  it  will  be  only  a  question  of  time  when 
we,  the  workers,  can  live  in  decent  homes,  eat  decent  food  and  wear 
decent  clothes  and  partake  of  the  blessings  of  modern  civilization. 

I  am  indeed  glad  that  I  will  be  Vice  President  after  the  first  of 
April.  All  of  last  year  I  hoped  that  some  day  that  would  occur.  I  um 
glad  of  that,  as  President  Walker  has  said,  after  the  firet  of  April  I  will 
no  longer  be  an  organizer.  I  might  say  that  has  been  my  status 
during  the  past  year.  I  felt  all  the  time,  however,  that  I  could  afford 
to  wait.  I  felt  that  my  position  was  correct  and  that  everything  I  did 
was  for  the  best  interests  of  the  men  in  the  ranks.  I  felt  that  time 
would  justify  every  position  I  have  taken  in  this  movement,  and  I  be- 
lieve time  has  done  so.  Time  justified  the  position  I  took  in  the 
Irv/in  Field  strike.  I  believe  time  will  justify  the  position  I  have 
taken  there  and  on  every  great  question  of  note  that  came  before  the 
International  during  the  past  year.  It  is  one  of  the  things  in  my  life 
of  which  I  am  proudest  that  I  have  the  confidence  and  respect  of  my 
fellow  men.  I  would  rather  have  that  than  any  office  within  the  gift 
of  my  fellow  workers.  I  will  continue  to  do  in  the  future  as  I  have 
done  in  the  past,  exert  every  effort  to  make  this  organization  bigger  and 
grander  and  better  in  every  particular. 

I  am  proud  that  during  the  coming  year  I  will  have  a  man  to 
work  with  who  has  the  capability,  the  honor  and  the  integrity  of  my  good 
friend  here,  John  P.  White,  a  man  I  have  admired  for  years  and  whom 
I  have  been  closely  associated  with.  I  have  always  admired  him  for 
his  honesty  of  purpose,  his  sincerity  and  the  work  he  has  done  in  this 
great  movement.  1  have  admired  him  for  the  democracy  of  his  make- 
up, I  have  admired  him  because  he  has  never  used  the  power  he  might 
possess  to  crush  any  one.  He  has  been  broad-minded  and  has  conceded 
to  every  man  the  right  to  hold  the  opinion  he  might  have  on  any  ques- 
tion. Such  men  as  this  we  need  in  our  movement  .  We  do  not  need 
leaders  so  much  as  we  need  an  intelligent  rank  and  file,  and  I  think 
you  will  find  John  P.  White  during  the  coming  year,  not  trying  to 
rule  from  above,  but  trying  to  reflect  the  sentiment  from  below.  That 
should  be  the  effort  of  every  officer.  He  should  try  to  reflect  the  senti- 
ment of  the  men  who  place  him  in  power,  the  men  Avho  must  suffer 
under  all  agreements  and  conditions  made.  A  big  man  and  a  true 
leader  will  have  his  ear  close  to  the  ground  and  will  try  to  interpret 
the  feelings  of  his  membership. 

Without  any  desire  to  criticise,  if  some  other  men  in  this  movement 
had  done  that  same  thing  this  organization  would  be  bigger  and  grander 
and  better  than  it  has  ever  been  in  its  history.  Because  a  man  is 
elected  to  a  high  office  is  no  reason  why  he  should  become  arrogant, 
no  reason  why  he  should  feel  he  is  the  entire  organization.  The 
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leaders  of  the  miners,  like  the  leaders  of  all  organizations,  should  not 
get  too  far  away  from  the  rank  and  file,  too  far  away  from  the  mines. 
They  should  remember  that  at  one  time  they  worked  there,  that  at 
one  time  they  were  in  the  ranks.  If  they  have  this  ever  before  them 
they  cannot  go  astray.  I  believe  you  have  that  type  of  a  man  in  John 
P.  White.  During  the  coming  year  I  propose  to  do  everyching  in  my 
power  to  make  his  administration  a  success  to  make  this  organ- 
ization bigger  and  better  than  it  ever  was  before.  I  believe  I  express 
the  sentiment  of  every  miner  in  Illinois  when  I  say  that  they  will 
lend  him  and  their  organization  their  loyal  support  to  place  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  in  the  front  ranks  of  labor  organ- 
izations and  make  it  the  greatest  and  most  progressive  institution  for 
good  in  the  United  States. 

President  Walker — I  am  sure  I  can  speak  for  the  delegation  in 
saying  that  we  are  glad  we  have  with  us  our  Vice  President  and  the 
incoming  International  President.  The  kindly  remarks  they  havo 
made  will  be  beneficial  to  us  and  to  our  membership.  In  the  course  of 
the  statements  it  has  been  said  that  the  President-elect  is  on  for  a 
speech  this  evening  and  would  make  only  a  short  address  here.  You 
know  Scotland  has  only  one  champion,  Rab  Hall,  of  Glasgow,  and  in 
a  contest  for  the  title  of  champion  he  had  to  eat  a  calf.  They  served 
it  up  to  him  in  pies,  and  after  he  had  eaten  all  the  pies  and  all  the 
calf  in  ihem  he  said,  "Now  bring  on  the  calf."  It  reminded  me  oC 
Rab's  effort  in  that  contest  when  they  got  through  the  few  brief  re- 
marks they  were  going  to  make.  The  Lord  knows  what  it  will  be  when 
we  get  through  tonight! 

I  want  to  say  at  this  time  that  men  can  expect  too  much  from 
leaders,  and  it  is  not  well  to  get  wrong  impressions.  Leaders  are  only 
human,  we  are  all  human,  and  in  great  movements  like  ours  we  try 
to  select  the  men  who  possibly  through  experience  and  natural  fitness 
have  a  little  the  best  of  the  average  man  in  capacity  for  leading, 
not  attempt  to  do  impossible  things  if  he  wants  to  make  a  suc- 
cess, and  the  men  he  represents  must  not  ask  him  to  do 
impossible  things  if  they  expect  him  to  be  a  success. 
And  I  have  that  feeling  that  in  practically  every  instance  when  a  case 
is  submitted  to  either  of  the  men  who  have  just  left  the  platform, 
with  the  knowledge  and  research  and  experience  they  have,  with  the 
ability  they  have  to  distinguish  between  what  is  right  and  what  is 
wrong,  in  every  instance  when  we  are  right  we  can  be  sure  that  we 
will  have  their  support  to  the  limit.  At  the  same  time  in  the  positions 
they  hold  they  must  look  over  the  questions  they  handle  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  best  interests  of  our  entire  organization.  When 
we  are  confined  to  a  locality  we  see  a  question  only  from  that  one 
locality,  and  we  must  be  big  enough  ourselves,  as  well  as  have  them  big 
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enough,  to  reel  that  they  are  honest.  If  there  is  that  feeling,  if  we 
feel  that  the  men  are  honest  in  giving  the  best  there  is  in  them,  then 
when  the  question  has  been  decided  by  a  majority  there  is  only  one 
thing  to  do  and  that  is  to  carry  it  into  effect  along  the  lines  decided 
upon  by  the  majority. 

I  wanted  to  say  this  word  before  you  left.  Through  experience — 
and  a  great  deal  of  it  with  yourselves — I  have  found  at  times  it  was 
necessary  to  take  posilions,  because  of  my  own  positive  knowledge 
that  I  was  right,  that  were  not  always  in  accord  with  your  views, 

I  do  not  want  men  to  go  away  with  every  one  feeling  he  is  going 
to  get  at  all  times  the  support  of  those  high  up  in  official  position,  those 
on  whose  shoulders  rests  the  responsibility.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
man  in  this  world  in  whose  honesty  I  have  any  more  f;iith  than  I 
have  in  the  two  men  who  have  just  spoken.  No  matter  whether  they 
agree  with  me  in  the  future  or  nou  no  element  of  personal  feeling 
will  enter  into  the  matter.  There  is  no  m.an  living  I  have  been  con- 
nected with  in  this  movement  who,  when  I  knew  he  was  honest,  could 
make  me  a  personal'enemy.  It  is  ony  the  man  who  I  feel  is  dishonest 
that  I  cannot  have  faith  in,  and  as  a  result  of  that  feeling  at  times 
things  may  be  done  that  are  possibly  not  working  out  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  movement.  Apparently  they  may  not  be,  but  in  the  lonj^ 
run  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  thing  fought  out  in  order  to  allay  that 
feeling  and  have  the  best  results  follow. 

In  the  recent  struggle  we  have  gone  through  there  have  been 
stormy  times.  At  times  there  was  fierce  and  bitter  feeling  engendered 
on  all  sides,  but  after  the  thing  has  straightened  out  and  we  have 
got  back  to  the  place  where  that  feeling  has  died  down  and  we  have 
faith  in  the  honesty  of  the  men  in  high  official  positions,  the  ranks  of 
the  miners  in  this  entire  country  will  close  up,  they  will  become  a 
solid  phalanx  and  the  officers  will  be  able  to  go  into  any  district  and 
find  there  the  same  feeling  they  find  here,  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
deiegates  and  the  rank  and  file  that  they  are  of  us,  that  they  are  with 
us,  and  that  we  are  all  fighting  honestly  and  earnestly  to  the  end  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  men  who  are  working  in  the  mines  will  be 
conserved,  and  that  they  and  their  families  will  get  all  the  protection  it 
is  possible  to  get  through  our  organization. 

Secretary  McDonald  has  asked  the  floor  to  complete  the  job. 

Secretary  McDonald — It  might  be  inferred  from  the  statement  just 
made  that  I  am  going  to  make  a  speech.  You  know  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  is  to  be  a  sort  of  flunky,  so  I  am  not  going  to  make  a  speech. 
It  devolved  upon  me  to  select  what  we  would  consider  a  suitable  badge 
for  this  occasion,  and  in  trying  to  reflect  the  sentiment  of  the  vote 
of  the  m.embers  in  the  last  campaign  I  selected  the  badge  most  of  you 


Of  The  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois 


201 


wear.  I  want  to  take  this  occasion  to  present  to  President  White  a 
badge  with  this  explanation.  I  desire  to  present  a  badge  to  President 
White  that  is  red,  white  and  green.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  last 
mentioned  color  is  not  present  in  the  color  delegation.  The  fir$^t 
color,  you  will  notice,  is  the  nearest  I  could  get  to  the  color  represent- 
ing our  Vice  President.  I  selected  a  badge  with  the  red,  white  and 
green  as  representing  the  votes  of  the  Illinois  miners  in  the  last 
election. 

President  Walker — We  have  with  us  another  invited  guest.  As 
your  President  I  invited  President  Wright  of  the  Illinois  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  to  attend  the  convention  and  make  a  brief  address  to  us,, 
not  so  much  as  a  fraternal  visitor  as  a  matter  of  business  in  the 
interests  of  our  organization  and  of  the  trades  union  movement  of  the 
State  of  Illinois.  If  it  were  only  a  fraternal  visit  I  would  not  ask 
that  your  time  be  taken  up  now;  but  as  President  Wright  has  charge 
of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  work  of  that  body  is  mainly 
on  the  political  and  legislative  field  in  the  interest  of  the  movement 
in  this  state,  he  has  something  to  say  in  regard  to  the  legislation  we 
are  all  vitally  interested  in  that  I  think  will  work  out  to  c»ir  benefit 
and  to  the  benefit  of  every  man  who  works  in  the  mines  of  Illinois. 
Unless  there  are  objections  President  Wright  will  take  this  occasion 
to  deliver  his  message  to  you.  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you 
Edwin  R.  Wright,  President  of  the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

Mr.  Edwin  R.  Wright,  President  of  the  Illinois  State  Federation 
of  Labor:  Mr.  Chairman,  Brothers  of  the  United  Mine  Workers — It 
is  always  a  pleasure  to  come  before  the  miners  and  acknowledge  the 
assistance  we  are  receiving  in  the  general  labor  movement  from  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America.  Your  organization  composes  a 
large  part  of  the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor.  Without  this 
organization  we  could  not  do  the  work  we  are  attempting  to  do, 
neither  could  we  have  done  in  the  past  what  we  have  accomplished. 
An  organization  such  as  this  has  grave  responsibilities  resting  upon 
it  in  the  labor  movement.  And  since  you  have  come  into  this  or- 
ganization as  a  body  I  want  to  call  attention  to  just  one  or  two  things 
that  have  been  done  for  the  trades  union  movement  of  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

On  the  first  day  of  January  of  this  year  every  sewing  machine  in 
the  penal  institutions  of  this  state  stopped,  as  far  as  the  open  market 
is  concerned.  In  the  last  year  when  these  machines  were  in  opera- 
tion I  believe  that  one  million  and  a  quarter  shirts  were  made  in- 
the  .Toliet  penitentiary  and  thrown  upon  the  open  market.  That  has 
been  stopped,  and  today  not  one  shirt,  not  ont  pair  of  overalls  is  be- 
ing made  for  the  open  market  in  these  penal  institutions.   If  you  would 
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meet,  as  I  have  met,  with  the  garment  workers  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago and  elsewhere  you  would  know  what  that  means.  I  have  spoken 
before  the  garment  workers  when  I  had  to  have  five  interpreters  fol- 
lowing along  in  order  that  the  audience  might  understand  what  we 
were  talking  about.  Those  helpless  women  and  girls  have  got  to  be 
taken  care  of  by  someone,  and  it  is  up  to  the  other  organizations  in  the 
state  to  give  them  some  assistance.  It  is  said  that  they  failed  in  a 
measure  in  their  last  general  effort,  and  perhaps  they  have  for  a  time; 
but  nevertheless  thTough  the  assistance  we  received  17,000  more  ga 
ment  workers  are  carrying  cards  in  Illinois  than  ever  carried  them 
before. 

The  building  trades  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  this  organization. 
Through  remedial  laws  passed  in  the  Legislature  some  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  accidents  in  the  building  trades  have  ceased.  When  you  con- 
sider the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  deaths  and  accidents  that  occur 
on  buildings,  bridges  and  other  structures  in  this  state,  you  will  see 
you  have  accomplished  something  for  the  building  trades.  For  the 
Inside  men,  the  workers  in  the  shops  and  factories  of  the  state,  we 
have  also  accomplished  something.  The  law  passed  in  the  last  Gen- 
eral Assembly  calling  for  guards  on  hazardous  machinery  is  now  be- 
ing put  into  effect.  Through  the  passage  of  that  law  $15,000,000  has 
been  spent  in  this  state  to  protect  the  workers  from  dangerous  ma- 
chinery. I  want  to  submit  to  you  if  $15,000,000  worth  of  safety  devices 
for  the  inside  workers  of  this  state  has  not  had  a  material  influence 
in  stopping  accidents. 

For  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Organization  I  can  only  say  that 
there  has  not  been  one  movement  started  by  the  mine  workers,  es- 
pecially along  a  legislative  line,  that  through  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor  we  have  not  rallied  the  support  of  every  ether  trades  unionist 
to  its  assistance.  Every  time  we  have  been  called  upon  through  your 
Legislative  Committee  or  anyone  else,  every  printer,  every  cigar 
maker  and  every  other  trades  unionist  has  got  behind  your  measure 
and  given  it  all  the  support  that  could  be  given.  That  is  all  the  sup- 
port we  can  give.  Our  funds  do  not  allow  us  to  give  financial  help. 
One  cent  per  member  does  not  build  up  a  treasury  that  will  allow 
the  financing  of  any  strike.  It  is  true  the  brothers  of  this  organization 
did  not  receive  the  financial  support  from  the  trades  unions  of  the 
state  they  were  entitled  to.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  officers,  because 
the  officers  made  it  a  practice,  night  after  night,  to  go  before  the 
other  trades  pleading  for  financial  support.  If  it  was  not  forthcoming 
it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  ofllcers. 

I  do  not  desire  to  take  up  much  time  dealing  with  the  past,  be- 
cause the  measures  we  have  been  able  to  enact  into  laws  are  on 
the  statute  books  of  the  state  and  speak  for  themselves.    We  have 
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«ome  pretty  good  laws  in  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  protection  of 
the  workers.  It  is  of  the  future  I  desire  to  refer  now  for  a  moment. 
The  several  matters  that  are  coming  before  the  present  Legislature 
are  of  importance  to  this  organization,  and  if  they  can  be  enacted 
into  law  it  will  mean,  not  the  per  capita  tax  you  gentlemen  are  con- 
tributing, but  a  thousand  times  the  per  capita  tax  in  return.  That  is 
one  of  the  things  I  wish  to  refer  to. 

The  initiative  and  referendum  we  are  working  for  in  every  nook 
and  corner  of  Illinois  has  already  been  acted  upon  by  this  organiza- 
tion and  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  it,  but  when  the  time  comes 
in  a  meeting  such  as  this  and  in  our  own  local  unions  we  can  start 
through  the  initiative  to  enact  our  own  laws  we  will  have  representa- 
tive government  in  Illinois. 

I  have  a  measure  pending  in  the  Legislature  for  uniform  text 
books  for  the  State  of  Illinois.  This  matter  was  brought  up  by  the 
miners  and  brought  into  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  convention  in 
Rock  Island.  Wie  are  going  to  attempt  to  have  uniform  text  books  in 
Illinois,  The  same  books  will  be  used  in  Chicago  and  Cairo,  in  Dan- 
ville and  Quincy,  and  when  a  miner  or  any  other  trades  unionist 
moves  from  one  town  to  another  he  will  not  have  to  purchase  new 
books  for  his  children.  Not  only  are  we  going  to  do  this,  but  we  are 
going  to  demand  that  the  State  of  Illinois  own  the  copyright  for 
these  textbooks.  Do  you  know  what  that  means?  Here  is  a  book 
in  my  hand  that  costs  four  cents.  It  is  well  bound,  printed  upon  good 
paper  and  the  illustrations  are  just  as  good  as  the  illustrations  in 
any  books  that  are  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  Under  the  law  that  we 
have  at  the  present  time  that  book  costs  you  about  20  cents.  In 
some  localities  it  costs  twenty-five  cents.  In  the  community  from 
which  I  received  this  book  the  copyright  is  owned  by  the  government. 
Every  town  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  uses  the  book,  and  it  sells  for 
four  cents,  instead  of  twenty-five  cents,  and  it  is  union-made,  instead 
of  being  scab-made,  as  are  the  books  you  use. 

Here  is  a  book  that  sells  for  ten  cents.  It  is  used  in  Ontario,  it 
is  used  in  London,  it  is  used  in  St.  Thomas  and  in  every  other  school 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario.  It  is  exactly  the  same  book,  or  a  better 
book  than  is  used  in  the  city  of  Springfield.  In  Springfield  you  pay 
about  thirty  cents  for  it.  The  school  children  of  Ontario  secure  it  for 
ten  cents.  Here  is  a  speller  that  sells  for  twenty-five  cents  in  Spring- 
field. In  Ontario  it  sells  for  fifteen  cents.  You  can  take  the  books  all 
down  the  line  and  the  same  is  true.  Here  is  the  highest  reader,  the 
fourth  reader.  It  is  as  well  printed  as  any  book  in  the  State  of 
Illinois.  The  educational  value  is  just  as  good  as  any  book  used  here. 
It  sells  for  sixteen  cents  and  is  union-made. 
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Here  is  a  series  of  copy  books.  These  copy  books  sell  anywhere 
from  ten  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  in  this  country,  but  where  the 
copyright  is  owned  by  the  government,  where  the  book  trust  graft  is 
cut  out,  they  sell  for  two  cents  each.  Here  is  a  first  reader  that  sells 
for  twenty-five  cents  in  Springfield.  It  sells  for  six  cents  in  Ontario. 
The  actual  cost  of  the  book  is  four  cents.  The  profits  are  about  2 
cents  on  this,  and  that  is  the  cost  of  the  book  in  Ontario.  In  Spring- 
field the  cost  of  the  book  is  about  four  cents,  the  selling  cost  is  about 
two  cents,  and  the  other  nine  cents  goes  in  graft  to  the  book  trust. 

I  am  not  gomg  to  take  up  your  time  going  through  these  books, 
but  I  want  to  call  attention  to  one  fact  in  connection  with  the  mat- 
er. There  is  a  total  of  one  and  one-half  million  school  children  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  and  of  these  less  than  one  million  are  attending 
any  school.  How  are  we  going  to  build  up  an  intelligent  membership 
unless  we  put  the  school  books  into  the  hands  of  the  children  and 
send  the  children  actually  to  school? 

So  much  for  the  books.  We  are  going  to  try  to  force  through 
the  bill  at  this  session  of  the  Legislature.  If  it  goes  through  we  will 
return  to  the  citizens  of  Illinois  about  $1,000,000  a  year  in  the  over- 
charge they  are  now  paying  for  non-union  text  books.  To  the  mine 
workers  it  will  mean  an  average  saving  of  about  one  dollar  per  mem- 
ber if  we  can  succeed  in  getting  this  bill  through. 

President  White  touched  upon  the  compensation  law  pending  in 
the  State  of  Iowa.  I  want  to  speak  just  a  word  of  what  we  found 
in  Illinois.  At  tha  last  General  Assembly  a  commission  was  authorized 
to  look  into  the  question  in  Illinois.  The  investigation-  was  made  by 
a  member  of  this  organization.  He  investigated  one  hundred  and 
twenty  fatal  accidents,  and  this  is  what  we  found  among  the  mine 
workers.  We  found  the  average  recovery  for  the  union  mine  worker 
in  Illinois  for  death  amounted  to  $155.59.  We  found  that  the  average 
recovery  for  the  men  who  run  the  interurban  and  electric  lines  of 
Illinois  was  $310.00.  The  building  trades  received  an  average  recovery 
of  $348  for  death.  The  teamsters  received  nothing  at  all,  neither  did 
the  common  laborer  upon  our  buildings.  The  average  recovery  for 
death  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  taking  the  skilled  railroad  trades  where 
the  recovery  is  higher,  amounts  to  about  $450. 

Then  the  commission  started  a  study  of  the  question  to  find  oat 
what  measure  of  protection  we  could  give  the  workers  of  this  state. 
We  took  up  the  laws  of  the  old  countries  where  the  trades  unionisto' 
have  been  fighting  for  twenty  years  to  have  a  voice  in  the  government. 
We  took  up  the  British  law  and  made  the  maximum,  the  greatest 
amount  paid  in  Great  Britain,  the  minimum  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 
If  we  succeed  in  passing  our  bill  at  this  session  of  the  Legislature  it 
means  the  brothers  of  the  mine  workers  will  never  have  another 
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blind  member  coming  before  them  asking  for  assistance.  It  means  that; 
men  who  are  injured  as  these  brothers  were  will  receive  a  pension  for 
life,  or  they  will  receive  a  lump  sum  payment  if  they  care  to  secure  it 
instead  of  a  pension.  But  they  will  receive  a  pension  that  will  carry 
them  in  comfort  for  the  rest  of  their  natural  lives. 

For  death  the  provisions  under  our  bill  are  four  years'  wages. 
This  can  be  had  in  a  lump  sum  or  scattered  over  eight  years.  Four 
years'  wages  for  the  men  who  work  only  part  of  the  time  means  that 
not  less  than  two  hundred  full  days  in  the  year  will  be  paid  for.  For 
the  man  who  is  injured  and  lays  off  a  few  weeks  we  have  provided 
that  he  will  be  continued  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  operator  until  he  is 
able  to  go  back  to  work. 

At  the  present  time  the  coal  operator,  just  as  the  employer  in 
every  other  line  of  business. does,  carries  insurance  to  protect  himself. 
Under  the  compensation  aOheme  the  operator  will  carry  liisurance  to 
protect  the  men,  not  to  protect  the  operator.  I  have  read  the  bill 
they  have  proposed  in  Iowa,  and  without  any  disrespect  to  our  brothers 
there,  I  think  we  have  a  better  bill  than  they  are  trying  to  enact  in 
Iowa.  We  have  a  much  better  bill  than  was  enacted  in  New  York. 
We  have  a  better  bill  than  is  pending  in  Wisconsin  and  a  better  bill  than 
is  pending  in  Ohio.  We  are  going  to  give  every  delegate  in  this  con- 
vention a  copy  of  it.   Read  it  over  and  see  if  it  is  what  you  want. 

Some  of  the  trades  unionists  in  the  state  prefer  a  liability  bill  to  a 
compensation  bill,  and  we  have  drafted  the  best  liability  bill  ever 
drafted  in  any  country.  If  we  can  do  so  we  are  going  to  repeal  the 
fellow  servant,  assumption  of  risk  and  all  the  other  defenses  of  the 
employers,  and  we  are  going  to  put  the  State  of  Illinois  where  it  be- 
longs as  the  foremost  industrial  community  of  the  world. 

I  am  going  to  ask  this  organization  to  study  both  these  measures, 
because  we  propose  to  introduce  both  in  the  General  Assembly.  We 
are  going  to  get  both  of  them  if  we  can.  If  we-  cannot  get  both, 
certainly  we  can  get  one  of  them  if  we  put  our  political  efforts  behind 
the  measures.  The  liability  bill  was  introduced  by  Representative 
Morris,  a  member  of  this  organization  and  Secretary  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor.  I  promised  President  Walker  to  be  very  brief 
in  this  matter.  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  convention 
in  going  into  details,  but  I  want  to  say  for  these  two  measures  that 
for  the  protection  of  the  workers  in  this  state  I  believe  there  is  not 
a  bill  in  existence  that  can  compare  with  them. 

Our  bill  has  been  submitted  to  Henry  M.  Ashton,  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  in  the  state,  and  he  has  approved  of  it.  It  was  referred  to 
Raymond  Robins,  and  he  said  it  was  the  best  bill  he  had  ever  seen. 
I  submitted  it  to  Mr.  John  Mitchell,  and  he  said  it  was  a  crackerjack 
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of  a  bill.  Every  one  who  has  seen  it  says  it  is  the  best  bill  ever 
drawn  on  the  subject. 

For  our  liability  bill  we  have  the  endorsement  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  of  the  railroad  organizations,  and  of  a  number 
of  other  organizations  in  the  State.  We  are  not  going  to  play  any 
favorites;  we  are  going  to  get  both  bills  if  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  and 
if  it  is  not  we  are  going  to  get  something  better  than  we  have  at  the 
present  time.  The  passage  of  either  of  the  bills  means  a  million  dol- 
lars a  year  to  the  trades  unionists  of  this  state. 

Delegate  Veal — Will  the  speaker  yield  to  a  question? 

President  Wright — Yes. 

Delegate  Veal — Is  the  economic  condition  of  the  British  workers 
in  Ontario,  who  have  the  advantage  in  some  instances  of  paying  no 
graft  to  the  school  book  trust,  any  better  conditions  than  we  have  where 
we  pay  a  greater  price  for  school  books  in  the  United  States? 

President  Wright — They  get  the  books  for  about  one-third  of  what 
you  pay. 

Delegate  Veal — Is  the  condition  of  the  working  class  as  a  whole 
any  better  where  they  get  the  reduction  than  where  we  do  not  get  it? 

President  Wright — I  can  only  say,  Brother,  that  there  is  better 
protection  for  the  workers  in  the  other  countries  where  they  have  the 
lav.'s  I  have  referred  to  than  we  have  here. 

Delegate  Veal — I  challenge  you  to  a  discussion  on  the  workers' 
economic  conditions. 

elegate  Hefferly — I  desire  tc  ask  the  speaker  a  question.  I  ant 
not  going  to  debate  anything. 

President  Walker — With  his  consent. 

President  Wright — I  will  be  glad  to  answer. 

Delegate  Hefferly — Do  you  expect  to  get  these  bills  through  this^ 
Legislature  here,  a  Legislature  that  is  composed  of  nothing  but  cor- 
poration hirelings? 

President  Wright — I  can  say  this,  Brother,  that  if  any  man  votes 
against  these  two  measures  it  is  the  duty  of  the  trades  unionists  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  without  regard  to  political  opinion,  to  defeat  that 
man  in  the  coming  election.  And  if  I  have  a  word  to  say  in  the  matter 
I  will  be  down  in  the  state  trying  to  defeat  him  without  regard  to- 
politics. 
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Delegate  Hefferly — I  desire  to  answer  that  statement. 
A  Delegate — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

President  Walker — On  a  point  of  order  raised  by  Brother  Hef- 
ferly some  time  ago  discussion  on  this  matter  would  not  be  in  order 
at  this  time. 

Delegate  Germer — I  desire  to  ask  a  question.  What  effort  has 
the  State  Federation  made  to  defeat  John  L.  Flanigan,  who  refused 
to  vote  on  the  woman's  ten  hour  law? 

President  Wright — I  can  say  in  regard  to  that,  that  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor — and  their  records  are  public  property — answered 
truthfully  every  request  for  information  that  came  from  East  St. 
Louis  and  that  district. 

Delegate  Germer — That  is  not  the  question.  What  efforts  were 
put  forth  by  the  State  Federation  to  defeat  him? 

President  Walker — I  understand  there  were  some  prominent  can- 
didates against  him  who  did  not  want  the  State  Federation  down 
there  at  all. 

Delegate  Germer — I  want  President  Walker  to  state  what  promi- 
nent candidate  it  was  and  where  the  statement  was  made. 

President  Walker — From  the  information  I  have — and  I  have  it 
direct — if  Brother  Germer  does  not  know  now  I  cannot  tell  him. 

President  Wright — From  the  trades  unionists  in  the  East  St. 
Louis  District  I  received  several  inquiries  for  Flanigan's  record.  I 
sent  out  letters  in  regard  to  Flanigan  to  every  address  furnished  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor.  The  letters  were  signed  by  myself  and 
urged  that  a  new  man  come  from  the  East  St.  Louis  District  in  place 
of  Mr.  Flanigan. 

Delegate  Germer — Very  few  saw  them,  I  didn't  see  them. 

President  Wright — I  only  had  the  mailing  lists  furnished  me  by 
trades  unionists  in  that  district. 

Delegate  Lewis  (J.  L.) — I  desire  to  know  if  no  one  worked  to 
help  Brother  Germer's  candidacy  where  he  got  the  8,000  votes  for 
representative  in  that  district?  You  got  them  from  the  assistance 
you  got  from  the  trades  unionists  of  this  state.  Brother  Germer. 

A  Delegate — This  is  not  in  order. 

Delegate  Germer — No,  the  truth  is  never  in  order  in  this  con- 
vention. 
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President  Walker — I  want  to  say  for  the  benefit  of  tliis  convention 
that  any  delegate  who  makes  the  statement  that  the  truth  is  always 
out  of  order  in  this  convention  is  not  telling  the  truth.  I  don't  want 
to  put  it  any  stronger,  but  I  feel  considerably  stronger  in  the  matter. 

Delegate  Germer — You  know  it  is  true. 

President  Walker — I  know  it  is  absolutely  untrue.  I  hope  any 
delegate  who  asks  a  question  and  does  not  get  it  answered  the  way 
he  wants  it  will  not  kick  up  trouble. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  No.  1. 

February  21,  1911. 
To  the  Delegates  and  Officers  Assembled  in  the  Twenty-Second  An- 
nual Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  There  are  some  twenty  thousand  foreign  miners  in  this 
district  who  do  not  understand  the  English  language  and  cannot  read 
the  Agreement  in  same;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  Agreement  printed  in  the  different 
languages  to  enable  these  men  to  understand  it. 

MICHAEL  PIETZAK, 
Local  Union,  No.  929,  Oglesby,  111. 

Delegate  Weir,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — This  is  the  resolu- 
tion was  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

President  Walker — All  the  other  resolutions  on  this  subject  have 
been  referred  to  the  committee  since  the  time  this  was  referred  back 
to  them.  They  want  to  refer  all  the  resolutions  to  the  stenographer 
to  be  placed  in  the  proceedings. 

Secretary  Weir — The  resolutions  are  No.  23,  No.  25  and  No.  27. 

Resolution  No.  23. 

Staunton,  111.,  Feb.  18,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District  No.  12,  U.  M. 
W.  A.: 

Whereas,  Much  trouble  and  misunderstanding  is  caused  among 
our  membership  through  not  understanding  the  contract;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  District  Secretary  be  instructed  to  prepare 
and  send  out  a  circular  to  the  various  local  unions  asking  that  they 
order  a  number  of  copies  of  the  contract  in  the  various  foreign  lan- 
guages that  they  may  need,  and  that  the  same  be  translated  and 
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printed  and  sold  to  the  locals  at  cost  when  sufficient  have  been  or- 
dered to  warrant  the  printing,  and  local  unions  be  compelled  to  take 
amount  ordered  in  the  various  languages  and  pay  far  same. 
Indorsed  by  Local  Union  No.  755,  Staunton,  111. 

HARVEY  R.  STRAUD, 
PETER  MOERTH, 
Delegates  L.  U.  No.  755,  Staunton. 
FRANK  W.  SCHAEFER,  President, 
EDW.  A.  WIECK,  Secretary. 

Resolution  No.  25. 

Westville,  Illinois,  Feb.  14,  1911. 
Whereas,  During  the  suspension  in  1910  the  state,  sub-district 
and  local  officials  of  District  12  had  considerable  trouble  with  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  membership  who  were  called  insurgents,  because 
they  ignored  the  agreement,  and  instructions  from  the  state  office, 
and  organized  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  all  shafts  and 
comeplling  engineers,  firemen,  pumpers,  mule  feeders,  and  all  others 
who  were  authorized  by  the  agreement  to  continue  at  work  during 
negotiations  and  pending  a  settlement,  to  quit  work  and  join  the 
strikers;  and. 

Whereas,  In  every  instance  where  the  men  were  placed  on  trial 
they  pleaded  in  their  defense  that  they  did  not  know  they  had  vio- 
lated the  agreement  as  they  had  never  seen  a  copy  of  it  in  their  own 
language;   therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Secretary-Treasurer  be  instructed  to 
have  existing  and  all  future  agreements  printed  in  the  various  lan- 
guages of  the  members  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  to  be  supplied  to  the 
local  unions  at  cost;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  an  article  be  written  into  the  Illinois  State  Con- 
stitution making  it  obligatory  upon  all  local  unions  to  provide  each 
member  with  a  copy  of  the  agreement  in  his  own  language,  so  that 
in  the  event  of  another  insurrection  no  member  can  plead  ignorance 
of  the  agreement. 

M.  J.  KELLY,  President, 
P.  Mcdonald,  secretary, 

Local  Union  No.  503. 

Resolution  No.  27. 

Staunton,  111.,  Feb.  18,  1911. 
To   the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District  No.   12,  U. 
M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  Much  trouble  and  misunderstanding  is  caused  among 
our  membership  through  not  understanding  the  contract;  therefore, 
be  it 
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Resolved,  That  the  District  Secretary  be  instructed  to  prepare 
and  serd  out  a  circular  to  the  various  local  unions  asking  that  they 
order  the  number  of  copies  of  the  contract  in  the  various  foreign  lan- 
guages which  they  may  need,  and  that  the  same  be  translated  and 
printed  and  sold  to  the  locals  at  cost,  when  sufficient  have  been  or- 
dered to  warrant  the  printing;  and  that  the  local  unions  become  obli- 
gated to  take  the  number  ordered  by  them  in  the  various  languages,, 
and  to  pay  for  same. 

FRANK  W.  SCHAEFER,  President, 
EDW.  A.  WIECK,  Secretary, 
HARVEY  R.  STRAUD, 
PETER  MOERTH, 

Local  Union  No.  755,  Staunton. 

Secretary  Weir — The  resolution  the  committee  recommends  is^ 
Resolution  No.  23.    The  committee  non-concurs  in  the  others. 

Delegate  Lete — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee.   (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Secretary  Weir — Resolutions  17  and  21  are  on  the  same  subject. 

Resolution  No.  17. 

.Staunton,  Illinois,  Feb.  18,  1911. 
Whereas,  There  has  been  no  agreement  between  the  coal  operators 
of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Sub-Districts  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America  as  to  the  price  per  ton  the  miners  shall  pay  for  coal  when 
buying  same  from  the  companies;  and 

Whereas,  some  companies  raised  the  price  the  last  year  fifteen 
per  cent;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  instruct  the  State  Executive  Board 
to  try  and  get  a  uniform  rate  throughout  this  district. 

GEORGE  TALLMAN, 
E.  S.  DOWDEN, 
E.  NEAL, 

Committee. 
LEO  SOFKA,  Delegate. 

Resolution  No.  21. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. — 
Greeting: 

Whereas,  Local  operators  in  some  parts  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
are  selling  coal  to  the  merchants  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  ton  at  the  mines,  and  the  same  operators  are  charging  their  era- 
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ployes  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  at  the  mines;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resoived,  That  our  next  scale  committee  use  their  best  endeavors 
to  have  a  clause  inserted  in  the  agreement  that  operators  must  sell 
coal  to  their  employes  at  a  price  not  larger  than  the  minimum  price 
at  which  their  coal  is  sold  to  the  trade. 

JOHN  E.  HARRIS,  President. 
L.  G.  GRAIN,  Secretary. 
GHARLES  BELL, 

Local  Union  No.  114G. 

The  committee  recommends  that  Resolution  Nos.  17  and  21  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  scale  committee. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee. 

President  Walker — Before  voting  on  the  motion,  as  a  matter  of 
information  I  might  say  that  the  Executive  oflScers  as  well  as  the 
membership  in  different  localities  throughout  the  state  have  been 
making  an  effort  in  the  past  along  these  lines.  In  the  Northern  coal 
fields  in  two  districts  they  have  a  clause  in  the  contract  covering  this 
question.  That  contract  was  renewed  last  year.  In  the  making  of  our 
contract  in  these  particular  districts — while  I  believe  it  was  an  over- 
sight on  the  part  of  the  operators — they  did  not  make  any  contention 
for  an  increase  in  the  price.  The  old  contract  was  renewed  and  the 
miners  there  are  getting  their  coal  at  the  same  price  as  last.  In  the 
South  there  were  agreements  in  some  places  and  in  some  there  were 
no  agreements.    In  some  places  a  slight  raise  was  given. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried  by 
unanimous  vote. 

Resolution  No.  26. 

To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.: 

Whereas,  Differences  between  the  companies  and  the  men  arise  from 
time  to  time,  and  are  often  appealed  through  the  proper  channels  when 
decisions  on  similar  disputes  have  already  rendered  by  the  Joint 
Executive  Board,  and 

Whereas,  If  such  decisions  had  been  known  by  the  various  locals 
throughout  the  district  much  trouble  and  expense  would  have  been 
avoided;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  and  decisions  of  all  Joint  Board 
meetings,  with  all  decisions  rendered  jointly  by  commissioners  and 
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Executive  Board  members,  be  printed  in  a  monthly  bulletin  and  a  copy 

sent  to  each  local  union  in  the  district. 

EDW.  A.  WIECK,  Secretary. 
HARVEY  B.  ^TROUD, 
PETER  MOERTH, 

Delegates  L.  U.  755,  Staunton. 

The  committee  recommended  conx^urrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Straud — I  move  concurrence  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittees. (Seconded.) 

President  Walker — For  the  benefit  of  the  convention  I  v/ant  to  say 
if  this  motion  is  adopted  it  will  mean  considerable  expense  in  the 
coming  year.  It  will  mean  also  that  as  conditions  originally  existed 
Bince  the  first  contract  was  made  they  have  been  continued  from 
that  time  until  the  present,  and  conditions  affecting  localities  will 
not  be  uniform.  In  some  localities  we  have  a  good  agreement  on  one 
proposition  and  a  bad  agreement  on  another;  and  in  other  localities 
it  is  vice  versa.  If  this  report  is  adopted  and  these  decisions  go  out  it 
will  be  well  to  know  that  your  own  contract  in  your  own  locality  will 
govern  decisions  on  that  same  matter,  and  not  the  decisions  that  have 
been  rendered  on  a  similar  proposition  in  another  locality. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  lost. 

Resolution  No.  32. 

Cardiff,  Illinois,  Feb.  14,  1911. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions.  L.  U.  1085,  met  on  February  14, 
1911,  v/hen  the  following  resolution  was  passed: 

Whereas,  We  find  men  every  day  who  have  been  crippled  in  the 
mines  and  are  destitute  and  in  many  cases  have  been  given  judgment 
by  our  courts,  and  then  such  cases  have  been  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  judgment  set  aside;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  State  convention  to  be  held  in  Springfield, 
Illinois,  February  21,  1911,  our  delegate  to  the  Federation  of  Labor 
convention  be  instructed  to  work  in  conjunction  with  other  delegates 
to  bring  about  a  Compensation  Act. 

RESOLUTION  COMMITTEE, 

L.  U.  1085,  Cardiff,  111. 

Secretary  Weir — The  subject  matter  of  the  resolution  is  covered 
in  the  report  of  the  Legislative  Committee  and  no  further  action  is 
necessary.  X 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 
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Eesolution  No.  36. 

Cherry,  111.,  Feb.,  1911. 

Resolved,  That  a  10-cent  assessment  be  placed  on  each  member; 
and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  selected  from  sub-district 
2  to  make  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  at 
Cherry,  Illinois,  in  memory  of  our  deceased  brothers  who  lost  their 
lives  on  the  13th  of  November,  1909;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  dispense  with  our  sub-districts  in  District  12; 

and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  can  settle  a  majority  ^^  our  cases  locally; 
and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  dispense  with  the  services  of  our  sub-district 
officers. 

(Signed)    PRESENDEN  LETTSOME, 
HOWARD  CULP, 
ANTON  BARDINE, 
ATTILA  COUSINA, 
WILLIAM  HAMILTON, 
Resolution  Committee,  L.  U.  2711. 

The  committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  first 
section  of  the  resolution,  as  the  subject  matter  was  covered  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  would  come  up  under  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  move  that  we  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Delegate  Veal — Fellow  Delegates,  this  is  a  proposition  that  I 
am  heartily  in  favor  of. 

President  Walker — I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  Delegate 
Veal,  that  the  motion  merely  means  to  defer  action  until  the  matter 
comes  up  under  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

Secretary  McDonald  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  Weir — The  committee  non-concurs  in  the  other  sec- 
tions of  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  committee's  re- 
port.   (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolution  No.  37. 
Whereas.  The  mines  of  the  State  of  Illinois  are  not  working  enough 
to  support  its  present  employes,  and  men  are  still  coming  into  this 
State  and  new  applicants  rae  being  accepted;  therefore,  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  this  convention  notify  all  local  unions  in  this  stG,te 
to  discontinue  receiving  cards  from  other  states  or  accepting  new 
members  unless  it  he  the  sons  of  men  now  working  in  District  No.  12. 
This  to  last  for  a  period  of  six  months, 

THOMAS  LEONARD. 
WILLIAM  (SHEARS. 
FRANK  TEMPLE, 
DUNCAN  CAMERON, 
ALVA  HENRY, 
Resolutions  Committee  of  L.  U.  693. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee.  (Seconded.) 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegate  Clark  (J.),  Delegate 
Evans,  Delegate  Shaw,  Delegate  Clark  (D.),  Delegate  B'ell  (C),  Dele- 
gate Williams  (E.),  President  Walker,  Vice  President  Lawrence,  Dele- 
gate Hindmarsh,  Delegate  Helmer,  and  Delegate  Woods. 

The  motion  to  adapt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  all  discussion  on  the  question 
be  eliminated  from  the  records  of  the  convention. 

At  12:15  the  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 
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FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  24. 


FOURTH    DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:45  p.  m.,  Friday,  February 
24th. 

Eesolution  No.  97. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
Whereas,  A  bitter  struggle  is  being  waged  by  the  employees  of 
the  E.  Z.  Opener  Bag  and  White  Oak  Paper  Mill  Company,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  an  advance  in  wages,  shorter  work  day  and  recog- 
nition of  the  Union;  and. 

Whereas,  The  Company  has  resorted  to  every  tactic  and  method 
pursued  by  the  enemies  of  organized  labor  to  defeat  the  just  de- 
mands of  the  men,  women,  girl  and  boy  workers;  and. 

Whereas,  They  are  now  employing  imported  professional  strike 
breaking  dectectives  to  accomplish  their  purpose;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Illinois  Manufacturers'  Association  is  supporting 
and  assisting  in  maintaining  the  said  professional  strike  breakers, 
which,  if  they  are  successful  in  accomplishing  their  purpose,  will  en- 
courage the  enemies  of  organized  labor  and  be  detrimental  to  the 
trade  union  movement;  and, 

AVheTeas,  This  conflict  has  been  waged  since  the  1st  of  October, 
1910,  and  the  fact  has  been  established  that  they  are  worthy  of  the 
endorsement  and  support  of  all  organized  labor;  and, 

Whereas,  This  strike  has  been  endorsed  by  the  State  and  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual 
Convention  of  District  12  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  here  assembled,  en- 
dorse the  strike  of  the  workers  of  the  E.  Z.  Opener  Bag  Paper  Mill  of 
Taylorville,  Illinois;  and,  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That  each  delegate  recommend  to  his  local  union  and 
other  trades  unions  wherever  possible  to  render  what  aid  and  assist- 
ance they  can. 

(Signed)    BEN  WILLIAMS,  L.  U.  646, 
FRANK  DAVIS,  L.  U.  721, 
ROBERT  BAIN,  L.  U.  781, 
E.  POPE,  L.  U.  2513, 
WM.  ROBINSON,  L.  U.  2443, 
H.  PEARSON,  L.  U.  721, 

Delegates. 

The  committee  referred  the  resolution  to  the  convention  without 
recommendation. 

Delegate  Uhles — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Williams  (Ben) — I  think  the  strike  now  being  waged  at 
Taylorville  is  something  every  man  in  the  trades  union  movement 
should  be  interested  in.  It  is  not  only  a  strike  of  the  workers  in  the 
paper  mills,  but  it  has  developed  into  a  fight  between  organized  cap- 
ital of  Illinois  and  organized  labor.  The  strike  began  in  October,  1910, 
and  was  caused  by  a  number  of  people  who  had  not  been  organized 
for  ten  years.  In  that  time  any  man  who  mentioned  the  organized 
labor  movement  was  discharged.  The  only  way  they  could  organize 
was  to  work  quietly,  prepare  their  demands,  and  if  they  were  not 
granted  walk  out  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment.  The  demands  were 
made  and  the  company  refused  to  grant  them.  Then  the  people 
walked  out  on  strike. 

Prior  to  inaugurating  the  strike  they  waited  on  myself  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Central  Body,  which  I  happened  to  be  President  of,  and 
asked  our  advice.  We  considered  the  situation  and  advised  them 
what  a  strike  meant.  We  knew  they  were  inexperienced  as  strikers 
and  that  they  had  no  experienced  trades  unionists  in  their  ranks. 
They  convinced  us  that  they  were  going  to  strike  and  go  out  on  their 
own  resources.  They  said  that  conditions  had  become  so  unbearable 
they  co^ild  not  stand  them  any  longer.  When  you  learn  what  those 
oondicxons  were  you  will  endorse  their  action.  The  women  and  girls 
worked  ten  hours  a  day  and  received  seventy-five  cents.  The  men 
employed  at  what  is  considered  the  roust-about  heavy  work  received 
$1.50  for  ten  hours,  and  men  in  other  rooms  worked  eleven  and  twelve 
hour  shifts  and  received  $1.50,  $1.60  and  in  some  cases  $1.75  a  day. 
A  very  few  received  over  $2.00. 

Secretary  McDonald  in  the  chair. 
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Delegate  Woods— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  We  are  not  discussing 
the  general  labor  movement. 

Secretary  McDonald — We  are  discussing  the  resolution  before 
the  house. 

Delegate  Woods — But  he  is  not  discussing  the  question.  I  want 
to  say  that  my  local — 

Secretary  McDonald — Delegate  Williams  has  the  floor. 

Delegate  Williams  (Ben) — I  will  try  to  be  brief.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve I  would  be  doing  justice  to  those  people  if  I  did  not  give  you 
all  the  facts  in  the  case.  I  believe  if  the  brother  who  interrupted 
could  be  there  he  would  think  it  was  a  very  serious  question. 

Those  paper  mill  workers  resorted  to  every  method  they  knew  of 
to  bring  about  a  conference  between  the  employers  and  their  Execu- 
tive Committee  to  take  up  the  demands  and  discuss  their  merits.  The 
company  refused  to  recognize  them.  Up  to  this  time  they  have  re- 
fused their  requests  for  a  conference.  We  tried  to  get  the  assistance 
of  outside  influences  to  bring  about  a  conference.  We  had  President 
Wright  of  the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor,  we  had  the  State 
Arbitration  Board  of  Illinois,  we  had  the  business  influences  and  every 
influence  we  knew  of  to  try  to  bring  it  about.  They  would  not  even 
discuss  the  matter.  By  paying  premiums,  by  sending  emissaries  and 
agents  among  the  people  they  tried  to  break  up  the  strike  and  get 
the  people  to  come  back  to  work  individually,  but  they  have  been 
unable  to  do  so.  The  strikers  have  voted  unanimously  in  every  in- 
stance to  turn  down  any  proposition  that  did  not  carry  full  recognition 
of  the  Union  and  other  demands.  The  result  has  been  that  the  com- 
pany, failing  to  break  up  the  strike  with  those  tactics,  resorted  to 
other  methods.  A  week  ago  last  Saturday  they  imported  strike-break- 
ing detectives  from  Chicago.  We  woke  up  in  that  little  place  a  week 
ago  last  Sunday  morning  to  find  about  fifty  of  those  big  strike-breakers 
patroling  the  streets,  blocking  up  the  sidewalks  and  really  doing  po- 
lice duty. 

There  has  been  no  violence  in  the  town.  We  have  had  from  150 
to  600  men  on  strike  since  the  first  of  April  at  times,  and  no  violence 
has  occurred  on  the  part  of  the  strikers,  I  am  informed  today  that 
the  militia  has  been  called  to  our  town.  We  investigated  and  found 
out  that  the  militia  had  been  called  there.  A  company  of  militia  has 
probably  left  Springfield  by  this  time.  The  report  came  to  the  Gov- 
ernor that  the  strikers  were  using  dynamite  and  destroying  property. 
I  got  into  communication  with  Taylorville  over  the  telephone  during 
the  noon  hour  and  was  informed  there  was  no  such  thing  being  done. 
A  little  scrap  occurred  last  night.    One  of  the  scabs  was  coming  home- 
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when  he  met  a  brother  united  mine  worker.  The  scab  pulled  out  a 
knife  and  made  a  lunge  at  him.  The  knife  struck  a  watch  in  the 
man's  pocket.  For  drawing  the  knife  the  man  was  handled,  and  not 
Yery  gently.  They  handled  two  or  three  other  scabs  who  have  been 
threatening  the  lives  of  the  people  at  Taylorville.  The  sheriff  had 
a  warrant  in  his  pocket  for  the  arrest  of  the  scab  who  drew  the  knife 
on  the  United  Mine  Worker  at  the  time  he  was  coming  home.  The 
police  handled  the  situation  immediately  and  there  was  no  further 
trouble.  It  has  been  the  purpose  of  the  Paper  Mill  Company  to  cause 
disturbance  enough  to  cause  the  militia  to  be  brought  there.  They 
have  been  trying  it  for  the  past  two  months. 

A  week  ago  last  Tuesday  we  called  a  protest  meeting  of  all  the 
citizens  of  Taylorville.  We  protested  to  the  authorities  against  those 
peop]e  who  were  doing  patrol  duty  and  making  the  laboring  people 
and  citizens  of  Taylorville  get  off  the  sidewalks  where  they  were 
walking  beats  before  their  homes.  Those  men  were  inciting  the 
people  to  riot.  We  were  not  very  successful  with  the  sheriff  and  the 
mayor  until  we  told  them  we  were  trying  to  prevent  trouble,  and  a 
failure  to  secure  their  aid  would  force  us  to  defend  our  homes  from 
these  imported  thugs.  We  made  it  strong  and  got  some  action  on  the 
part  of  the  mayor.  The  chief  of  police  and  two  of  the  patrolmen  are 
with  us  in  the  fight.  One  of  the  others,  however,  went  so  far  as  to 
board  four  of  the  strike-breaking  thugs,  and  even  solicited  people  to 
go  to  the  mill  to  work.  We  have  tried  to  depose  him  as  an  officer.  We 
have  not  been  successful,  but  hope  to  be. 

We  established  the  fact  that  if  trouble  occurred  we  would  be 
forced  to  protect  our  own  homes  and  ourselves,  and  that  the  Paper 
Mill  Company  would  be  responsible  for  any  trouble  that  occurred. 
We  said  if  they  acted  it  would  be  a  preventive.  We  did  not  want 
trouble  and  we  did  everything  we  could  to  avoid  it.  We  advised  the 
men  to  keep  away  and  not  walk  into  the  trap  set  by  importing  thugs 
to  bring  the  militia  there.  That  is  always  their  purpose.  We-  got  the 
mayor  to  act  and  stop  those  people  from  doing  patrol  duty  and  block- 
ading the  sidewalk.  We  had  the  evidence  of  the  women  in  that  end 
of  town  that  those  men  carried  guns  in  their  pockets  and  were  do- 
ing police  duty.  We  wanted  the  men  arrested  and  searched,  but  the 
officers,  both  city  and  county,  informed  us  they  had  no  authority  to 
search  anybody.  We  said  if  a  body  of  laboring  men  were  doing  that 
kind  of  business  they  would  soon  be  searched  and  we  would  not  need 
a  warrant  to  do  it.  Finally  the  men  went  to  the  mill,  we  are  in- 
formed, and  told  the  manager  he  came  there  to  search  the  detectives. 
Thf-  manager  told  him  to  search  them.  He  said  he  did  so  and  found 
no  weapons  on  them,  and  he  expected  us  to  swallow  that  sort  of 
frame-up.  We  told  him  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until  they  were  on 
duly,  not  wait  until  Mr.  Brewer  had  them  ready  to  be  searched. 
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The  mayor  has  forbidden  the  thugs  to  come  within  the  corpora- 
tion limits.  That  order  was  put  into  effect  last  night.  It  allowed 
the  union  men  to  do  peaceful  picketing.  As  a  result  the  scabs  started 
a  riot.  I  presume  they  got  the  worst  of  it  and  didn't  like  it.  Mr. 
Brewer,  I  am  informed,  has  as  last  accomplished  the  result  he  has 
been  after  in  getting  the  sheriff  and  the  prosecuting  attorney  to  ap- 
peal to  the  Governor  to  have  the  militia  sent  there  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  a  riot  tnat  contemplated  the  destruction  of  property.  I  am 
informed  today  that  everything  is  peaceable  and  that  there  is  no 
trouble  whatever.  There  are  seven  hundred  miners  in  that  town  and 
they  are  all  at  work. 

A  ^\eek  ago  Saturday  morning,  as  you  have  probably  seen  in  the 
corporation  papers  of  the  state  a  blackhand  letter  was  sent  to  the 
manager  of  the  mill.  The  letter  was  sent  to  the  authorities  about  10 
o'clock  Saturday  morning.  At  the  same  time  a  telephone  message  went 
from  the  manager's  home  to  the  two  daily  papers  instructing  them 
to  put  an  advertisement  in  the  paper  for  a  hired  girl  at  ten  dollars 
a  week.  They  have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  any  girls  or  women 
they  could  get  to  work  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  an  hour.  We  knew 
that,  and  we  thought  the  advertisement  would  be  an  excuse  for  some 
<iirty  trick  to  be  pulled  off.  The  imported  strike-breakers  were  leav- 
ing Cbicago  at  the  same  time  the  blackhand  letter  was  sent  to  the 
authorities  and  at  the  same  time  the  advertisement  was  being  put  in 
the  papers. 

I  was  informed  by  the  city  attorney  when  I  took  the  matter  up 
with  him  that  he  was  well  aware  that  the  Paper  Mill  Company  would 
use  every  effort  to  break  the  strike.  They  have  said  several  times 
that  they  would  move  the  mills  and  would  not  operate  the  plant  ex- 
cept open  shop  and  no  recognition  of  the  Union.  We  have  deter- 
mined if  the  mill  operates  it  will  be  with  union  labor.  We  are  going 
to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  bring  about  that  result.  It  is  the 
first  effort  of  those  paper  mill  employees,  and  no  people  ever  made  a 
better  fight. 

The  Illinois  Manufacturers'  Association  has  got  behind  the  strike. 
I  am  informed  they  are  helping  the  paper  mill  company  to  stand  the 
expense  of  the  imported  thugs.  I  suppose  they  are  getting  tired  of  it 
and  cannot  stand  the  expense,  which  we  figure  is  about  $400  a  day. 
These  people  are  walking  around  doing  nothing.  We  don't  believe 
they  are  there  to  break  the  strike.  We  advised  the  men  not  to  walk 
into  their  trap  and  do  anything  to  get  the  militia  there.  We  said  as 
long  as  they  could  keep  the  people  peaceable  it  would  be  only  a  matter 
of  time  until  they  would  win  the  strike. 

These  people  have  been  out  five  months.  They  have  had  some  as- 
sistance.   They  have  taken  such  means  as  was  within  their  power  to 


220  Minutes  of  the  Tioenty-Second  Annual  Convention 

help  themselves.  We  have  had  a  few  donations  from  some  of  the 
miners'  locals  and  from  some  of  the  paper  mill  locals  in  the  Bast,  but 
the  amount  has  not  been  suflacient  to  help  them  out  properly.  The 
money  has  not  been  distributed  equally  among  all  the  strikers.  Some 
of  them  have  not  had  a  cent.  The  men  with  large  families  and  the 
widows  whose  boys  and  girls  have  been  working  in  the  mills  have 
received  the  most  support.  We  believe  if  we  can  get  some  assistance 
for  them  until  the  spring  woTk  opens  up  and  the  men  can  get  out 
we  can  take  care  of  those  who  are  left.  We  believe  it  is  essential  to 
the  labor  movement  to  win  this  strike.  If  the  paper  mill  company 
and  the  Illinois  Manufacturers'  Association  can  break  up  that  strike 
with  imported  thugs  and  the  militia  they  will  be  encouraged  to  do  the 
same  thing  in  other  cases.  For  that  reason  we  have  presented  this 
resolution.  1  was  informed  by  President  Wright  of  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  that  they  are  sending  out  appeals  for  them.  It  will  not 
take  a  million  dollars  to  hold  them  out.  Little  donations  from  the 
different  local's  will  enable  us  to  do  it.  If  we  do  that  they  will  be  on 
strike  this  time  next  year  I  think  unless  Mr.  Brewer  recognizes 
the  Union. 

Delegate  Germer — Has  the  Governor  sent  the  militia  there? 
Delegate  Williams — Yes. 

Delegate  Germer — The  same  Governor  who  was  here  the  other 
morning? 

Delegate  Williams — Yes. 

President  Walker — The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Governor, 
and  according  to  his  statement — I  don't  know  whether  it  is  true  or 
not — under  the  Illinois  statute  if  the  sheriff  and  state's  attorney  of 
any  county  state  under  oath  that  certain  conditions  exist  in  their 
bailiwick  and  call  for  militia  it  is  mandatory  on  the  Governor  to  send 
it.  He  has  no  alternative.  He  said  a  man  was  being  sent  down  with 
the  militia,  and  if  conditions  were  not  as  stated  the  militia  would 
have  an  exceedingly  short  stay  in  Taylorville. 

Delegate  Veal — We  have  a  question  for  our  consideration  that  is 
a  skirmish  in  the  industrial  arena.  We  find  these  men  out  on  strike 
for  better  conditions  and  we  find  the  rest  of  the  working  men  in  the 
state  powerless  to  act.  Why?  Because  they  can  be  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  I  would  be  if  I  took  one  finger  of  my  hand  and  tied 
it  up  in  a  bandage — the  hand  would  surely  die.  Can  craft  unions  go 
up  against  the  capitalist  associations  of  this  state?  You  have  to  find 
your  economic  power.  Your  power  remains  with  the  men  who  are 
unorganized,  and  you  must  meet  that  power  with  the  same  power 
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the  capitalist  class  is  meeting  you.  What  is  their  power?  You  lis- 
tened to  the  Governor  who  stated  he  would  do  certain  things  for  us, 
but  when  the  time  comes  the  capitalists  want  a  proposition  that  will 
order  the  troops  out.  The  working  men  are  always  the  violators  of 
the  law  with  them.  I  want  to  say  to  those  men  who  claim  to  be 
Socialists  that  here  is  an  illustration.  You  cast  your  ballot  and  if 
the  workers  are  not  organized  in  the  industrial  field  the  ballot  amounts 
to  nothing. 

President  Walker — Brother  Veal,  you  are  perfectly  in  order  to 
discuss  the  resolution  or  the  motion  before  the  convention;  but  it  is 
not  in  order  to  discuss  the  defect  in  the  Socialist  party  laws  or  or- 
ganization. 

Delegate  Veal — I  pointed  that  out  to  show  you  the  status  of  the 
Republican  party  in  this  state.  That  stands  for  capitalism,  and  the 
status  of  all  organizations  based  on  political  laws  stands  for  capital- 
ism. These  men  need  more  education.  Unless  we  educate  them  they 
will  always  go  up  against  the  guns.  When  we  reach  the  point  where 
we  say  we  will  eliminate  political  government  entirely  and  organize 
the  slaves  I  will  say  to  those  men  that  an  industrial  organization  will 
bring  results. 

Delegate  Shea — I  move  to  close  debate.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  Resolution  No.  97  was  carried  by  a  rising 
vote. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  part  referring  to  finan- 
cial aid  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Board  for  action. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  have  no  desire  to  put  any  straws  in  the  way 
of  the  brothers  in  question  getting  aid  from  the  Executive  Board,  but 
this  morning  when  the  case  of  the  blind  brother  was  up  the  statement 
was  made  that  the  rules  had  not  been  suspended  and  that  action  could 
not  be  taken.  I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the  rules  have  not  beeL 
suspended  in  this  case  and  that  this  is  not  in  order. 

President  Walker — The  subject  is  properly  before  the  convention 
through  a  resolution.  We  have  not  brought  up  a  new  subject,  although 
we  have  voted  on  the  resolution.   Your  point  is  not  well  taken. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  move  that  we  donate  the  strikers  $500 
out  of  our  state  treasury.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Uhles — I  move  that  we  lay  the  motion  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Davis  on  the  table.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  move  that  the  question  of  finance  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  the  com- 
mittee to  report  back  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  King — We  just  passed  a  resolution  referring  the  financial 
question  back  to  the  locals.  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  entertain  a 
motion  referring  to  the  Executive  Board, 

President  Walker — The  matter  of  giving  financial  aid  out  of  the 
State  treasury  was  not  considered  in  the  resolution.  There  is  a  rec- 
ommendation that  the  strike  be  endorsed  and  a  request  that  the  local 
unions  assist  the  strikers.  The  delegates  were  asked  to  take  the  mat- 
ter up  when  they  return  to  their  homes. 

Delegate  King — I  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  committee 
of  three  on  the  table.    (|Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Woods — I  was  to  bring  up  a  matter  from  my  local.  I 
am  representing  my  local  here  and  I  want  to  speak  on  this. 

President  Walker — Delegate  Woods  will  discuss  the  question  be- 
fore the  house. 

A  Delegate — I  move  that  all  appeals  for  financial  aid  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  three. 

Delegate  Germer — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  think  the  motion 
to  table  the  amendment  was  voted  down.  I  don't  think  that  any 
amendment  will  be  in  order  to  the  motion  before  the  house. 

President  Walker — When  a  motion  to  table  has  been  voted  down 
it  leaves  the  question  before  the  house  in  exactly  the  same  position 
it  was  before  the  motion  to  table  was  made.  The  motion  is  to  re- 
fer to  a  committee  of  three. 

A  delegate  moved  as  an  amendment  that  all  appeals  for  financial 
aid  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolution  No.  39. 

Coulterville,  111.,  Feb.  17,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion, U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  District  12,  Springfield,  Illinois: 
Resolved,  That  we,  as  members  of  Local  Union  1806,  working  un- 
der the  scale  prices  of  the  Belleville  District  and  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Sub-District  No.  7,  would  humbly  beg  the  State  convention 
now  in  session  to  remove  us  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Sub-District  7 
and  place  us  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Belleville  district. 

(Signed)  BRUCE  REDDING, 
HENRY  LIHKING, 
WILLIS  STEELE, 

Committee  L.  U.  1806. 
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The  committee  recommended  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
District  Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  believe  there  is  another  resolution  from 
Hatrisburg  asking  to  have  a  re-districting.  Sub-District  7  has  six- 
teen or  seventeen  thousand  members.  I  think  it  should  be  reduced 
in  size. 

President  Walker — This  has  reference  to  the  Belleville  Sub-Dis- 
trict. A  local  asks  to  be  taken  out  of  Sub-District  7  and  placed  in 
Sub-District  6. 

A  Delegate — Has  an  appeal  been  made  to  the  Executive  Board 
to  re-district? 

President  Walker — Yes.  The  Belleville  Sub-District  Board  mem- 
ber is  not  here.    He  has  had  to  leave. 

Delegate  Woods — We  pay  members  to  look  after  our  interests. 
We  need  a  board  member  and  we  need  more  assistance.  I  want  you 
all  to  understand  that  we  do  need  assistance  and  we  need  it  badly. 
We  are  locked  out  against  four  men.  If  the  Board  member  and  the 
district  officers  would  come  there  they  would  find  out  the  conditions. 
We  are  locked  out  against  some  members. 

Delegat9  Jones — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegate  is  not 
discussing  the  question  before  the  convention. 

President  W^alker — The  delegate  will  confine  himself  to  a  discus- 
sion of  the  question  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Woods — But  I  want  to  represent  my  local.  We  want  the 
board  member  and  the  sub-district  officers  to  come  there  and  find 
out  conditions.    They  won't  come  there. 

President  Walker — That  question  is  not  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — The  statement  is  not  true.  A  sub-dis- 
trict officer  has  been  there  four  or  five  times.  He  stayed  there  sev- 
eral days.  The  men  at  that  place  received  everything  they  were 
asking  for. 

President  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Woods — I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Williams  a  question.  Willis 
was  down  there,  wasn't  he?  He  never  took  up  the  question  at  the 
South  mines  at  all.    He  never  picked  it  up  at  all. 
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President  Walker — You  got  the  floor  to  ask  a  question.  Brother 
Wf.ods,  and  you  are  making  a  speech. 

Delegate  Woods — I  know  if  I  were  a  district  officer  I  would  be 
able  to  do  it. 

President  Walker — I  am  sure  if  a  district  officer  would  act  as 
you  are  acting  he  would  hear  something. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — The  Board  member  was  there  and  took 
up  all  the  questions  referred  to  him.  I  have  received  a  letter  since 
I  have  been  here  that  the  matter  was  settled  satisfactorily  to  the 
members. 

President  Walker — I  don't  think  you  ought  to  take  Brother  Woods 
seriously  anyhow. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Eesolution  No.  48. 

Whereas,  Owing  to  the  condition  of  discrimination  of  large  mine 
owners  against  our  brothers  by  closing  down  mines  of  companies 
which  operate  two  or  more  mines;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  conditions  be  so  changed  that  these  com- 
panies share  the  work  at  all  the  mines,  so  that  our  brothers  may  not 
be  compelled  to  leave  their  respective  working  places. 

(Signed)    A.  SCHOENEBECK,  L.  U.  99, 
JOHN  WACHTER,  L.  U.  304, 
CONRAD  GREEN,  L.  U.  859, 
NICK  SCHILLING,  L.  U.  750, 
ANDREW  ADAMSON,  L.  U.  750. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  next  scale  committee. 

Delegate  Jones  (J.  T.) — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of 
the  committee.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolution  No.  49. 

Whereas,  There  is  discrimination  against  our  brothers  by  the  so- 
called  coal  Inspectors  in  the  various  coal  mines;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  said  coal  inspectors  be  immediately  removed  from 
office.  A.  SCHOENEBECK,  L.  U.  NO.  99. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  next  Scale  Committee. 
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Delegate  Rosan — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  committee's  report. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Eesolution  No.  50. 

Resolved,  Where  a  mine  has  been  idle  for  three  weeks,  it  should 
be  called  a  shut  down,  and  a  square-up  made  with  the  men  inside  of 
six  days  after  the  expiration  of  said  three  weeks,  if  no  notice  be 
given  to  the  men  to  resume  work. 

A.  SCHOENEBECK,  L.  U.  99, 
JOHN  WACHTER,  L.  U.  304, 
NICK  SCHILLING,  L.  U.  859, 
CONRAD  GREEN,  L.   U.  859, 
ANDREW  ADAMSON,  L.  U.  750. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Scale  Committee. 

Delegate  Keating — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
adopted.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Germer — I  am  not  in  favor  of  referring  this  to  the  next 
Scale  Committee.  I  think  that  some  action  ought  to  be  taken  here  or 
some  instructions  given  to  the  Executive  officials  of  this .  district  with 
reference  to  mines  closing  down.  I  don't  know  how  extended  the  mat- 
ter is  in  other  districts,  but  I  do  know  it  is  causing  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  We  have  a  mine  down  there  that  has  been  shut  down  prob- 
ably two  months.  It  has  not  worked  any  and  yet  the  company  con- 
tends the  mine  has  not  been  shut  down,  only  temporarily  suspended. 
The  men  have  their  coal  down  there,  they  have  their  tools  down  there 
and  they  ask  for  a  clean-up.  The  officials  of  this  district  ought  to  be 
instructed,  when  the  mines  close  down  for  a  certain  length  of  time 
and  the  men  ask  for  a  square-up  and  an  opportunity  to  get  their  tools 
out,  to  put  the  force  of  this  organization  back  of  the  men.  The 
Southern  Coal  Company  had  their  mine  closed  down  for  two  years. 
They  did  not  do  a  day's  work.  The  men's  tools  were  down  there, 
their  coal  was  there,  and  the  company  insisted  there  was  not  a  shut- 
down. In  this  case  Mr.  Kavanaugh  says  they  may  start  up  next  week 
or  as  soon  as  an  order  comes  in.  The  men  have  their  tools  down  there 
and  their  coal  there.  They  cannot  get  work  anywhere  else  without 
buying  a  new  set  of  tools,  and  the  miners  are  not  so  flush  with  money 
that  they  can  buy  a  new  set  of  tools  every  two  or  three  months.  The 
force  of  the  organization  ought  to  be  put  back  of  the  demands  of  those 
men. 

Delegate  Deacon — I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  Germer  a  question. 
What  mine  does  he  refer  to  as  having  been  shut  down  two  months? 
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Delegate  Germer — Over  half  the  Southern  Coal  Company's  mines 
are  shut  down. 

Delegate  Deacon — That  is  not  the  question.  What  mine  did  you  • 
refer  toV 

Delegate  Germer — The  Oak  Hill.    The  Southern  Coal  Company's 
mires  generalljs  with  the  exception  of  Shiloh  and  New  Baden. 

Delegate  Helmer — 1  am  not  in  favor  of  referring  the  resolution 
to  the  next  Scale  Committee.  The  experience  I  have  had  along  that 
line  is  that  it  cost  the  miners  of  Illinois  $17,000  in  one  district.  The 
company  shut  down  and  I  asked  if  they  were  going  to  start  the  mine. 
They  said  they  would  start  it  in  a  day  or  two,  as  soon  as  they  got  a 
contract.  They  held  the  men  there  with  that  mine  locked  up  for  six 
months.  The  state  had  to  support  the  men  to  the  extent  of  $17,000. 
That  was  at  Seatonville. 

I  think  you  will  be  making  a  mistake  in  referring  this  to  the  next 
Scale  Committee.  If  a  mine  lays  idle  two  months  it  is  sufficient  time 
for  them  to  know  whether  they  are  going  to  run  or  not.  The  men 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  get  their  tools  out  of  the  mine  and 
load  their  coal  out  Even  if  a  man  is  discharged  he  can  get  a  chance 
to  square  up.  When  I  was  digging  1  was  always  squarred  up.  The 
Scale  Committee  will  not  meet  for  more  than  a  year.  According  to 
Brother  Germer's  statement  I  presume  there  is  the  same  condition  in 
his  district  as  there  is  in  the  North.  From  fifteen  to  twenty  mines 
will  stand  idle  at  least  ninety  days  without  the  men  being  given  an  op- 
portunity to  get  their  tools.  The  coal  may  not  amount  to  more  than 
a  dollar  or  two  to  each  man.  It  is  not  the  worth  of  the  coal  so  much 
as  an  opportunity  to  get  their  tools  out  to  enable  them  to  go  some- 
where else  and  get  jobs.  The  men  are  held  there,  not  knowing:  what 
is  going  to  be  done  and  they  have  to  appeal  to  the  state  treasury  for 
aid.  The  men  must  have  something  to  eat  while  they  are  waiting.  I 
find  it  necessary  in  my  business  to  have  something  to  eat  onfce  in  a 
while.  If  the  company  had  told  us  they  were  going  to  be  shut  down 
for  that  length  of  time  the  men  would  have  left  to  get  work  elsewhere. 
I  will  leave  a  town  any  time  I  am  working  in  a  mine  and  it  shuts 
down  for  two  months.  After  it  has  been  shut  down  that  long  I  will 
conclude  I  have  no  job. 

Delegate  Woods — We  have  a  little  case  that  happened  at  our  place. 
Last  Tuesday  morning  we  were  notified  by  the  company  to  take  our 
tools  out,  that  we  were  not  employed  any  more  by  the  company. 
There  were  four  of  us.  I  am  one  of  the  four.  If  the  district  officers 
will  turn  us  down,  and  they  have  in  some  cases,  what  are  we  going 
to  do?    If  Brother  Jarrard  is  in  the  hall  I  want  him  to  hear  me. 
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*  Delegate  Jones — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  He  is  dealing  in  per- 
sonalities. 

Delegate  Woods — Yes,  and  a  lot  of  personalities  are  needed. 

President  Walker — The  resolution  read  by  the  committee  is  under 
discussion,  Brother  Woods. 

Delegate  Woods — We  were  not  given  six  days'  notice.  We  were 
only  given  one  day. 

President  Walker — Delegate  Woods,  you  are  not  in  order.  That 
case  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  before  the  house. 

A  Delegate — I  want  to  go  on  record  against  that  resolution  being 
referred.  M/.  Moorshe-id,  two  months  ago  when  we  had  a  question  of 
dirty  coal,  wrote  to  us  that  he  would  fix  us  unless  we  quit  loading 
dirty  coal.  We  had  about  ten  cases.  He  has  actually  shut  the  mine 
down.  In  Carterville  and  Divernon  and  Mount  Olive  they  have  mines 
working.  It  is  a  month  since  the  mine  in  Glen  Carbon  worked,  if 
this  re'solution  goes  up  I  feel  there  will  be  no  work  there  for  a  year  or 
two  years.  The  men  are  living  there  from  day  to  day  expecting  that 
tomorrow  the  whistle  will  blow  for  work.  He  said  he  would  get  back 
at  us  for  loading  dirty  coal.  I  believe  the  resolution  ought  to  be 
acted  on  in  this  convention.  I  think  this  is  a  high  enough  tribunal 
to  handle  a  matter  of  that  kind.  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  have  men 
running  around  the  country  ihat  have  jobs  with  a  company. 

Delegate  Woods — I  want  to  talk  on  my  case.  Four  of  us  were 
discharged.    We  want  the  district  officers  to  take  up  the  case. 

President  Walker — Delegate  Woods  is  not  discussing  the  question 
before  the  house,  and  is  not  in  order. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — I  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion 
before  the  house  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Board  for  action. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  that  the  substitute  be  laid  on  the  table. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Prf^sidenr  Walker — This  is  a  matter  of  contract.  The  contract  in 
existence  between  ourselves  and  the  coal  company  now  is  the  one 
that  will  govern  us  until  the  31st  of  March,  1912.  We  have  no  right 
to  modify  the  contract  without  the  consent  of  the  other  side.  We 
have  no  authority  to  change  its  provisions  unless  we  are  going  to  take 
the  position  that  we  are  not  going  to  recognize  it.  We  would  resent  it 
if  the  other  side  should  make  changes  of  that  side  without  consulting 
us.    If  we  recognize  the  contract  as  it  is  at  the  present  time,  no  mat- 
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ter  how  you  act  on  it,  it  will  not  make  a  particle  of  difference  in  the 
settling  of  disputes  of  this  kind  under  the  contract  during  its  life. 

So  far  as  I  know  there  has  been  no  time  when  a  case  of  that 
kind  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  state  olRcers  that  they 
have  not  used  their  good  offices,  that  they  have  not  gone  as  far  as 
they  could  under  the  contract  to  get  the  matter  settled  satisfactorily. 
If  the  resolution  means  that  we  are  going  to  compel  the  company  to 
run  the  mine  whether  they  want  to  or  not,  we  ought  to  have  it  stated 
that  way  and  find  out  whether  we  have  authority  to  do  it  under  the 
contract  or  any  other  way. 

I  think  that  either  Brother  Helmer  or  Brother  Germer  will  ag'ree 
that  in  no  case  where  the  matter  has  been  brought  to  our  attention 
have  we  refused  to  use  our  good  offices  to  get  the  mines  to  work  a 
day  or  two  to  get  the  men  a  chance  to  square  up.  If  you  had  cited  a 
case  where  a  district  officer  had  refused  to  do  this  you  might  introduce 
a  resolution  in  regard  to  it.  If  you  introduce  a  resolution  to  set  aside 
the  contract  it  ought  to  be  understood,  so  we  will  know  what  we  are 
acting  on. 

Delegate  Germer — I  do  not  understand  the  resolution  to  say  the 
company  must  operate  its  mine.  It  says  that  when  the  mines  have 
been  closed  down  for  a  certain  period  of  time  the  men  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  load  their  coal  out.  I  don't  know  that  there  is  anything 
in  the  contract  that  gives  the  company  a  right  to  refuse  the  men  an 
opporunity  to  load  their  coal  and  get  their  tools  out  of  the  mine. 

So  far  as  the  District  Executive  Board  member  is  concerned,  he 
has  consulted  the  company  and  they  tell  him  the  same  thing  they  tell 
the  men,  that  the  mine  is  liable  to  start  up,  it  is  not  shut  down.  We 
have  a  clause  in  our  sub-district  contract  providing  for  sharing  work, 
and  we  have  demanded  that  the  company  place  those  men  in  other 
mines,  and  they  have  made  the  flat  declaration  that  some  of  the  men 
cannot  work  in  their  other  mines. 

President  Walker — Is  it  not  true  that  all  the  men,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  possibly  twenty,  have  been  placed,  and  the  reason  they  have 
not  been  placed  is  because  our  own  members  objected  to  sharing  their 
work  with  them? 

Delegate  Germer — The  members  have  not  objecte'^  to  sharing  the 
work.    They  objected  to  sharing  the  work  the  way  the  comnany 
wanted  it  shared.    The  men  made  a  proposition  I  consider  absolutely 
fair,  but  the  company  have  used  it  as  a  subterfuge  to  keep  them  frOTn  - 
having  a  share  of  the  work. 

I  don't  know  that  the  contract  prohibits  the  organization  from 
seeing  that  those  men  get  a  square-up  after  the  mine  has  been  closed 
down  for  a  certain  length  of  time. 
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President  Walker — I  ag-ree  that  the  contract  does  not  prohibit 
men  from  demanding  that  they  have  a  square-up,  or  prohibiting  the 
Executive  Board  from  demanding  it.  When  it  has  gone  that  far  and 
tlie  company  says  it  has  no  contract  and  they  have  not  been  ordered 
to  operate;  or,  if  they  put  it  in  an  ugly  way  and  say,  "We  will  not 
operate  that  mine.  Under  the  contract  we  have  the  privilege  of  op- 
erating the  mine  to  suit  ourselves,  provided  we  operate  it  under  the 
contract."  i  don't  want  to  be  hypocritical  about  this.  Provided  they 
take  the  position  that  they  will  not  operate  the  mine  to  give  you  that 
square-up,  would  the  Executive  Board  have  a  right  under  the  contract 
to  force  them  to  operate  the  mine  a  day  and  give  the  men  a  square- 
up? 

Delegate  Germer — If  I  were  a  member  of  the  Board  and  I  found 
the  company  so  unreasonable  as  that  company  has  manifested  itself 
to  be,  if  they  did  not  recognize  the  fact  that  the  contract  is  based  on 
reason  I  would  give  them  a  dose  of  their  own  medicine,  I  would  say 
that  if  the  contract  does  not  apply  to  that  mine  it  does  not  apply  to 
any  other  mine  they  operate. 

President  Walker — What  kind  of  a  dose  of  medicine  would  you 
give  them  to  force  the  operation  of  that  mine? 

Delegate  Germer — I  would  prevent  Shiloh  or  New  Baden  from 
working  until  they  paid  the  men  for  this  coal  or  allowed  them  to  take 
the  coal  out  and  take  their  tools  out. 

President  Walker — We  have  no  right  to  do  that  under  the  con- 
tract. 

Delegate  Clark  (D.) — 1  want  to  ask  Brother  Germer  a  question. 
President  Walker — With  his  consent. 

Delegate  Clark — When  the  men  at  No.  15  refused  to  divide  their 
work  with  the  men  from  No.  8  and  No.  10,  what  position  did  you  take 
to  compel  them  to  divide  the  work? 

Delegate  Germer — When  the  question  was  up  they  worked  one 
and  two  days  a  week  and  we  did  not  think  there  was  any  work  to 
divide    The  delegate  from  No.  15  is  here  and  can  answer. 

Delegate  Clark  (D.) — Mr.  Chairman,  about  a  year  ago  No.  8  and 
No.  10  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company  shut  down.  We  had  a  meet- 
ing in  regard  to  coal  that  was  left  in  the  mine  that  was  not  paid  for. 
We  took  the  case  up  and  fought  to  get  exactly  what  the  miners  de- 
manded. The  company  paid  them  for  coal  that  was  left  in  the  two 
mines.  Later  on  the  question  came  up  in  regard  to  No.  7.  Board 
Member  Fariington  and  myself  went  down  and  took  up  the  case  in 
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regard  to  the  coal  left  in  No.  7  mine  that  was  not  paid  for.  We 
reached  an  agreement  there. 

When  No.  7  mine  was  going  to  be  shut  down  the  company  notified 
the  men  to  take  their  tools  out,  that  the  mine  was  going  to  shut  down, 
as  they  thought,  indefintely.  When  the  superintendent  notified  them 
that  the  mine  was  going  to  be  shut  down  some  of  the  men  said  ,0h, 
no  ,they  will  not  shut  this  mine  down,"  and  they  left  the  tools  in 
there.  The  question  came  up  in  St.  Louis  at  a  joint  board  meeting 
ano  it  was  asked  that  the  company  reopen  the  mine  to  allow  about 
forty  of  the  men  to  take  their  tools  out.  That  was  after  the  mine  had 
been  shut  down  six  months.  Mr.  Schmick  agreed  that  he  would  take 
the  case  up  and  see  if  he  could  not  let  the  mine  open,  get  the  fan 
running  for  a  certain  length  of  time  and  get  somebody  down  to  take 
the  miners'  tools  out.  The  question  came  up  after  that  in  regard  to 
pay  for  the  coal  that  was  cut,  some  that  was  shot,  some  that  was  not 
shot  and  some  holes  that  were  drilled  in  the  mine.  The  machine- 
men  contended  for  a  certain  amount  of  coal  that  was  cut.  The  miners 
contended  tor  a  certain  amount  for  holes  they  had  drilled  that  had 
not  been  shot,  and  the  loaders  contended  for  a  certain  amount  that 
had  been  shot.  Board  Member  Farrington  and  myself  went  down  from 
Chicago  and  got  a  satisfactory  settlement  in  No.  7  mine.  I  believe  that 
mine  is  between  Staunion  and  Mount  Olive. 

Now  in  regard  to  the  division  of  work.  The  question  was  up  pre- 
vious to  that  time  when  the  mines  were  shut  down.  The  men  de- 
manded an  equal  division  of  the  work  at  No.  15„  I  went  out  to  No. 
15.  I  think  possibly  Brother  Germer  was  there  ahead  of  me.  The 
only  thing  the  miners  of  No.  15  had  to  offer  was  that  when  their  mine 
was  shut  down  and  they,  went  to  No.  10  they  handed  them  their  buckets 
and  told  them  to  take  them  out.  The  miners  of  No.  15  positively  re- 
fused to  share  their  work  with  the  miners  of  No.  10. 

Delegate  Germer — Is  it  not  true  that  a  number  of  men  from  No. 
8  went  into  No.  15  and  worked? 

Delegate  Clark — No,  sir,  not  at  the  time  we  were  there. 

Delegate  Hittmeyer — There  were  194  men  from  No.  8  and  No.  10 
who  came  out  to  No.  15  and  they  worked  there  at  least  three  weeks. 
Then  the  work  began  to  get  slack  and  the  men  refused  to  have  them 
there. 

Delegate  Clark  (D.) — I  have  a  record  of  the  case  I  took  up  in  re- 
gard to  No.  15.  This  gentleman  was  on  the  committee  at  that  time. 
When  eighty  men  went  down  in  the  morning,  after  the  men  had  agreed 
to  take  them  in  to  work,  and  the  mine  manager  went  down  he  found 
the  eighty  new  men  at  the  bottom.    When  he  went  into  the  workings 
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he  found  the  machine  men  sitting  on  their  machines  and  saying,  "We 
won't  work  with  them. 

Delegate  Hittmeyer — I  deny  that  statement.  Who  did  you  get  the 
information  from? 

Delegate  Clark — From  people  in  Mount  Olive  when  I  took  the 
case  up. 

A  Delegate — Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot  hear  what  is  being  said 
back  here.    This  brother  insists  on  trying  to  talk  and  make  a  noise. 

President  Walker — There  will  have  to  be  order.  Delegate  Woods 
wil.i  be  in  order.  There  will  be  no  cross-firing  in  this  discussion. 
When  one  man  gets  through  talking  the  other  man  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  ask  questions. 

Delegate  Clark — Bob  Wilson,  the  Vice  President,  went  to  those 
men  and  said  they  had  to  accept  them.  Bob  Wilson  and  myself  went 
to  the  mineis  at  No.  14,  Staunton,  and  told  them  the  clause  in  the 
agreement  and  the  clause  in  their  constitution.  The  miners  at  No. 
14  said  they  were  satisfied.  The  work  was  not  divided  at  No.  15, 
Mount  Olive,  and  neither  you  nor  Germer  can  deny  that  they  will 
not  live  up  to  the  clause  in  either  the  constitution  or  the  agreement. 

Delegate  Hittmeyer — I  deny  that.  Men  from  No.  8  and  No.  10 
were  working  there  at  least  three  weeks.  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  men  came  there  the  firs!  morning.  Some  of  them  had  to  be  sent 
home  because  there  was  not  room  for  all  of  them. 

Delegate  Clark — You  were  on  the  committee  when  the  statement 
was  made,  and  it  was  not  denied,  that  when  the  mine  manager  went 
down  in  the  morning  he  found  eighty  new  men  there.  Do  you  deny 
that  the  machine  men  were  sitting  on  the  machines  saying,  "If  you 
send  in  those  men  we  will  not  cut  the  coal?" 

Delegate  Hittmeyer — There  were  some  men. 

Delegate  Clark — You  bet  there  were. 

Delegate  Germer — I  went  to  two  joint  meetings  of  the  two  locals 
and  I  admit  that  some  of  the  men  objected  to  the  No.  8  and  No.  10 
men  coming  in,  because  when  No.  8  was  working  all  the  men  did  not 
get  work  at  No.  8  and  No.  10.  At  the  second  meeting  a  motion  was 
passed  that  Madison  No.  5  and  No.  15  of  the  Consolidated  each  take 
part  of  the  men  into  the  mines.  When  the  demand  was  made  on  the 
Madison  Coal  Company  they  said  they  were  not  men  of  their  com- 
pany and  they  would  not  have  to  take  them  in,  and  we  never  got  a 
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decision  from  the  Board  member  that  the  Madison  Coal  Company- 
had  to  take  them  in. 

Delegate  Clark  (D.) — If  the  local  union  at  Mount  Olive  was  will- 
ing to  do  the  right  thing  by  their  membership  why  did  I  have  to  go 
to  Mount  Olive  and  tell  them  to  refuse  transfer  cards  until  all  the 
men  at  Mount  Olive  were  working? 

Delegate  Germer — Because  the  company  refused  to  take  the  men 
from  8  and  10  and  we  did  not  want  to  have  any  new  men  until  they 
were  at  work.  I  will  ask  the  Secretary  of  that  local  if  the  men  at 
No.  15  refused  at  any  time  to  take  in  No.  8  and  No.  10  men? 

Delegate — I  wish  to  state  that  at  no  time  did  the  Madison  Coal 
Company  at  No.  5  refuse  to  take  the  men  from  No.  8  and  No.  10  Con- 
solidated. 

Delegate  Jones — I  move  that  debate  close.  (Seconded  and  car- 
ried.) 

President  Walker — Before  you  vote  I  want  to  state  that,  so  far  as 
I  know,  every  case  of  that  kind  that  has  come  up  we  have  done  every- 
thing we  could  to  get  straightened  out  to  the  sat-sf action  of  the  men; 
and,  so  far  as  we  can  do  it  without  violating  the  contract,  that 
course  will  be  pursued  during  the  life  of  the  present  agreement  if  I 
have  anything  to  say  about  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  Scale  Committee  was  carried  by 
a  vote  of  102  in  the  affirmative  to  59  in  the  negative. 

President  Walker — We  have  with  us  at  this  time  the  International 
Secretary  of  the  Glove  Workers'  Union,  who  acts  as  well  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  organizer  for  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League.  She  has 
been  invited  by  your  officers  to  appear  before  the  convention.  She 
wishes  to  present  the  merits  of  the  bill  they  are  asking  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature  to  enact  in  the  interests  of  the  women 
workers  of  our  state.  Just  before  she  speaks  Mr.  Roberts  wishes  to 
make  an  announcement. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Roberts — Down  at  the  Gaiety  this  week  they  happen 
to  have  a  very  good  show.  I  saw  it  this  afternoon,  and  thinking  some 
of  you  would  like  to  go  down  there  1  bought  275  tickets.  I  will  ap- 
preciate it  if  you  will  accept  the  tickets  from  us.  If  the  distributing 
committee  will  assist  me  the  tickets  will  be  distributed.  The  tickets 
will  be  good  for  tomorrow  night,  and  those  who  wish  to  attend  the 
meeting  in  the  Arsenal  tonight  can  save  them  as  they  will  come  in 
handy  tomorrow  night. 

President  Walker  introduced  to  the  convention,  Miss  Agnes  Nestor, 
International  Secretary  of  the  Glove  Workers'  Union. 
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Miss  Nestor — Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates:  We  always  come  to 
you  to  ask  for  assistance,  and  you  are  always  generous  and  give  us 
assistance.  This  time  we  want  you  to  help  us  in  arousing  interest  in 
legislation  we  need  in  this  state,  and  we  want  to  get  it  in  this  session 
of  the  General  Assembly.  Two  years  ago  we  got  what  we  called  the 
Woman's  Ten  Hour  Law.  We  had  to  put  up  a  fight  to  get  the  ten- 
hour  law  enacted  in  this  state,  and  it  only  applied  to  those  working 
in  factories,  laundries  and  mechanical  establishments.  That  does  not 
seem  much.  We  want  to  add  to  it.  It  is  only  by  the  Legislature 
knowing  that  you  men  with  the  votes  are  back  of  our  bill  that  me  will 
get  it.  We  want  you  to  go  to  your  representatives  and  senators  and 
tell  them  you  want  their  support  for  this  bill.  It  is  a  bill  to  safeguard 
the  health  of  the  women  workers  of  the  state. 

The  measure  introduced  yesterday  is  Senate  Bill  241,  introduced 
by  Senator  Harburgh.  It  is  to  extend  this  present  law  to  women  in 
other  trades.  It  is  intended  to  include  the  women  workers  in  the 
stores,  restaurants,  telegraph  and  telephone  offices,  the  park  atten- 
dants and  others.  It  is  not  only  a  ten-hour  law,  but  we  are  asking  for 
fifty-four  hours  a  week  limitation.  Under  the  present  law  if  they 
want  to  work  these  women  on  Sundays  for  ten  hours  they  can  do  so. 
Michigan  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  enacted  a  law  providing 
for  fifty-four  hours  a  week,  and  it  covers  almost  every  trade  in  the 
state. 

We  have  already  heard  of  the  oposition.  John  M.  Glenn  is  oppos- 
ing it.  You  are  all  familiar  with  him.  I  presume  he  has  opposed 
your  legislation.  He  came  out  night  before  last  at  a  banquet  of  the 
Retail  Merchants'  Association  and  said  that  no  one  had  a  right  to 
say  that  women  could  not  work  thirteen  or  fourteen  hours  a  day  if 
they  wanted  to;  that  an  ambitious  woman  ought  to  be  free  to  work 
as  many  hours  as  she  wanted  to.  We  know  the  kind  of  freedom  and 
women's  rights  he  stands  for.  He  stands  for  the  same  kind  many 
other  manufacturers  want — the  right  to  work  women  long  hours  for 
low  wages.  Women  today  are  v/orking  in  the  stores  twelve  and 
thirteen  hours  a  day.  Many  of  those  stores  are  open  several  nights 
in  the  week.  We  have  the  girls  taking  the  fares  in  the  elevated  rail- 
road, who  work  twelve  hours  a  day  seven  days  in  the  week.  They 
do  not  even  have  a  break  at  the  end  of  the  week  as  many  of  us  do. 
These  are  some  of  the  people  we  are  going  to  try  to  include  in  the 
legislation. 

When  you  return  home  get  your  local  unions  to  take  the  matter 
up.  Wait  on  your  senators  and  representatives  and  urge  them  lO 
support  this  legislation.  Last  year  when  we  had  opposition  we  sent 
word  to  the  mining  districts  when  the  senators  and  representatives 
would  not  give  us  a  hearing.    When  they  came  back  the  next  week 
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they  asked  us  why  we  thought  they  were  opposed  by  our  bill.  They 
had  been  seen  by  some  of  your  representatives.  Let  them  see  you 
are  interested  in  this  and  that  you  want  to  help  us  to  pass  this  bill. 
You  can  do  that  and  we  will  all  be  very  grateful. 

President  Walker — Do  not  forget  to  see  the  representatives  before 
you  go  home.    You  can  do  it  easily  while  you  are  here. 

The  next  visitor  who  is  here  at  our  request  is  Mrs.  Raymond 
Robins,  International  President  of  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League. 
That  organization  lias  busied  itself  especially  in  the  interests  of  the 
women  workers.  They  are  trying  to  establish  as  far  as  they  can  a 
thorough  organization  of  the  women  who  work  in  the  different  in- 
dustries of  our  country.  There  is  not  a  time,  however,  when  a  strike 
is  on,  whether  it  involves  men  or  women,  that  they  do  not  do  every- 
thing they  can  to  help  the  organizations. 

When  there  is  legislative  or  political  work  to  do  Mrs.  Robins  and 
the  women  working  with  her  in  that  organization  have  been  ready 
and  willing  at  all  tmes  to  do  anything  they  could  that  was  helpful. 
They  have  done  a  great  deal  of  work  and  have  helped  to  build  up 
many  weak  organizations  and  establish  conditions,  both  through 
organization  and  by  law.  They  have  done  this  in  the  interests  of  the 
women  and  girl  workers,  not  only  in  our  state,  but  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  that  in  striving  tc 
secure  at  least  legislation  to  protect  themselves,  because  of  our  feeling, 
when  we  throw  out  our  chests  and  throw  our  heads  back,  that  we  are 
able  to  take  care  of  everything  there  is  on  top  of  the  earth,  and  through 
that  feeling  have  denied  the  women  the  right  to  vote  to  help  them- 
selves along  those  lines,  we  owe  more  to  them  than  to  any  one  else, 
because  of  the  fact  that  we  have  taken  that  position,  to  see  that  their 
interests  are  not  slighted.  1  feel  we  ought  to  make  an  efipecial  effort 
when  reasonable  legislation  affecting  the  women  workers  is  concerned 
to  see  to  it  that  every  assistance  possible  is  given  them. 

I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  Mrs.  Raymond  Robins. 

Mrs.  Robins — Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Workers:  I  count  it  a  very 
great  privilege  to  have  the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  you  for  a  few 
minutes  on  the  work  of  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League,  and  perhaps 
in  detail  about  some  of  the  things  that  have  happened  in  the  great 
garment  workers'  strike  that  has  been  going  on  in  Chicago  for  four 
or  five  months.  I  can  echo  Agnes  Nestor's  statement  that  whenever  we 
want  help  of  any  kind  we  naturally  turn  to  you.  I  don't  know  whether 
it  is  because  you  are  miners,  and  being  miners  you  are  amay  from  a 
great  part  of  the  superficial  noise  of  the  world  in  that  underworld  where 


Of  The  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois 


235 


you  have  time  to  do  thinking,  or  whether  it  is  that  being  the  wife  of 
a  miner  it  seems  to  me  the  most  natural  thing  to  turn  to  his  fellov/ 
workers,  or  whether  it  may  not  be  true  that  the  reason  we  have  such 
a  special  confidence  in  you,  in  your  generosity  and  judgment,  in  your 
steadfast  purpose  to  make  better  this  world  in  which  we  are  living, 
is  because  you  choose  so  wisely  and  rightly  your  representatives  and 
officers.  Wherever  the  miners'  officials  and  representatives  go,  your 
Illinois  President  and  your  other  officers  and  your  newly  elected 
International  officers,  v/e  know  they  are  backed  by  courage  and  ability 
and  integrity,  because  these  men  have  been  chosen  as  their  represen- 
tatives. 

Just  briefly,  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League  is  a  union  made  up 
of  trades  union  women  and  those  of  us  who  are  not  organized  coming 
together  to  organize  women  into  trades  unions,  standing  on  the  plat- 
form of  organization  for  all  workers,  men  and  women.  We  have  an 
opportunity  to  strive  for  the  organization  of  womien  workers,  and  es- 
pecially to  safeguard  the  trades  union  interests  and  make  it  impossible 
for  any  outside  group  to  come  in  for  wrong  or  corrupt  purposes  and 
take  this  half  way  trade  union  movement  and  sweep  it  into  the  other 
side.  We  have  safeguarded  the  interests  of  the  trades  unionists  by 
having  the  majority  on  our  executive  board  trades  union  women,  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  their  organizations,  and  in  organizations  con- 
nected with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  That  is  just  briefly 
what  it  is. 

For  the  past  year  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston  and  recently 
in  Chicago,  we  have  been  swept  into  the  strikes  of  unorganized 
workers.  You  will  note  that  strikes  of  the  unorganized  workers  has 
been  the  order  of  the  day.  The  unorganized  men  and  women  of  this 
co^antry  are  striking  against  hunger  in  almost  every  community  of  this 
great  and  rich  country  of  ours.  Almost  always  you  will  find  women  in- 
volved in  these  strikes.  Women  are  involved  because  they  are  largely 
unorganized,  because  they  have  known  so  little  their  own  value  in 
the  labor  world.  Most  unfortunately  and  most  miserably  true  it  is  that 
we  have  been  the  under-bidders.  We  are  not  the  under-bidders  be- 
cause we  like  to  work  cheaper,  but  because  we  have  been  seperated 
and  perhaps  have  known  too  little  about  the  whole  economic  move- 
ment and  the  strength  and  power  that  lay  within  us  that  we  have  done 
that  thing.  Now  that  we  are  organizing  them  women  are  coming  to 
the  front.  Of  the  40,000  shift  waist  makers  that  struck  in  New  York, 
the  7,000  shirt  waist  makers  in  Philadelphia,  the  70,000  cloak  makers 
in  New  York  and  the  4.5,000  garment  workers  in  Chicago,  a  large  part 
were  women  and  little  girls.  So  we  women  of  the  Trade  Union  League 
have  been  swept  into  this  story  of  strike,  and  we  thank  God  that  we 
ha\e  been  able  to  do  something  for  these  workers. 
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In  Chicago  when  the  unorganized  garment  v^^orkers  went  out  on 
strike  the  girls  came  to  us,  many  of  them  because  they  knew  us  and 
many  because  they  knew  of  us.  We  said,  "We  are  glad  to  help,  but 
you  had  better  go  to  the  officers  of  your  own  trade,  the  Garment 
Workers."  The  Garment  Workers'  organization  hesitated  in  the  begin- 
ning, very  naturally,  to  undertake  another  great  strike;  but  finally 
when  the  girls  struck  the  District  Council  No.  6  of  the  Garment 
Workers'  organization  took  charge,  and  before  long  the  national  offi- 
cers were  called  on  the  field.  It  was  girls  who  began  that  strike  of 
the  45,000  garment  workers  It  was  begun  by  twenty  girls  in  the  shops 
of  ilart  Schaffner  «fe  Marx. 

Out  of  cur  experience  in  the  strikes  in  the  East,  and  because  we 
represented  really  a  central  labor  body  of  women  trades  unionists, 
we  have  taken  a  certain  way  and  method.  We  wrote  to  District  Coun- 
cil No.  6  and  told  them  this  was  done  at  the  request  of  the  women 
workers,  and  if  they  wanted  our  help  would  they  let  us  help  and  would 
they  give  us  the  right  to  sit  on  the  strikers'  executive  committee  so 
that  we  might  always  know  the  development  of  the  strike  from  day 
to  day.  I  have  with  me  the  answer  from  the  District  Council  No.  6, 
signed  by  Robert  Noren,  placing  two  of  our  members  on  the  committee. 

Just  a  few  words  about  the  strike.  The  girls  began  the  strike.  In 
shop  No.  5',  of  Hart,  Schaffner  &  Marx,  they  were  cut  a  quarter  of  a  cent 
on  some  work.  It  is  men's  clothing  that  was  involved.  We  have  been 
charged  often  enough  with  being  bargain  hunters  and  such  things, 
but  this  time  it  was  the  men's  clothing  that  was  involved,  and  the  fact 
that  the  stj^les  changed — perhaps  you  are  not  aware  of  it,  I  was  not — 
but  is  was  the  style  of  your  clothes  always  changing  that  caused  the 
strike.  It  may  have  been  that  the  hip  pocket  would  have  to  be  stitched 
differently,  and  sometimes  they  wanted  two  watch  pockets,  and  the 
girls  had  to  do  this  work  without  extra  pay.  There  has  been  a  con- 
tinuous cut  of  wages  for  five  years. 

For  five  years  I  have  lived  in  one  of  the  three  great  districts  ot 
the  garment  industry  in  Chicago.  There  is  the  northwest  district 
where  I  live,  the  west  side  and  the  southwest  side  of  Chicago.  In  the 
northwest  side,  where  I  haA^e  lived  on  the  top  floor  of  a  tenement 
house,  the  finishers,  the  women  with  the  babies  in  their  arms,  are 
doing  their  work.  Across  the  way,  and  even  under  my  own  floor,  they 
are  doing  that  work.  The  men  and  women  and  boys  and  girls  who 
went  out  on  strike  were  my  neighbors.  I  had  been  in  fellowship  with 
them  for  five  years,  and  I  thanked  God  the  protest  had  been  made. 
There  had  been  a  continuous  reduction  in  wages  through  demanding 
extra  buttons,  more  stitches  to  a  button,  demanding  one  stitch  at  a 
time  for  the  canvass  padding,  making  the  work  slower  and  no  pro- 
portionate wage  was  added  for  the  extra  time  expended.  All  these 
things  created  discontent  which  finally  culminated  in  the  strike. 
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Hart,  Schaffner  &  Marx,  B.  Kupenheimer  and  fifty  or  sixty  others, 
as  well  as  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  small  firms  had  an  arrangement 
by  which  they  put  a  foreman  in  complete  control  of  the  work.  He  was 
given  an  extra  bonus  for  all  the  additional  work  he  could  get  out  of  the 
people  under  him.  You  understand  the  temptation  that  is  to  a  man. 
You  understand  the  tremenduous  difficulty  of  having  a  girl's  job  de- 
pendent upon  the  whim  of  such  a  foreman.  The  petty  tyranny  of  these 
foremen  was  one  of  the  great  grievances.  When  the  strikers  had 
their  parade  in  Chicago  they  carried  placards  which  read,  "We  want 
human  treatment."  Little  girls  of  fifteen  and  sixteen  said,  "We  want 
not  to  be  treated  like  animals."  That  was  their  constant  cry. 

In  my  judgment  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  strikes  that  ever  took 
place.  Tt  is  to  me  a  most  terrible  indictment  against  the  second 
largest  city  in  the  richest  country  in  the  world  that  20,000  of  those 
people  had  to  strike  a  hunger  bargain  and  had  to  go  back  because  the 
hunger  bargain  was  something  they  could  not  escape.  But  if  ever 
there  was  a  group  of  men  that  must  feel  that  whatever  the  outcome 
of  the  strike  has  been  they  have  done  their  utmost  to  help  at  a  mo- 
ment of  dire  need  it  is  you  miners  of  Illinois  who  sent  us  at  one  of  the 
most  difficult  moments  of  our  strike  $5,000  to  help  those  people.  As 
treasurer  of  the  strike  committee  of  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League 
I  received  $65,000.  The  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  turned  over 
whatever  money  it  received  after  the  first  days  when  the  cash  benefits 
were  being  paid.  The  balance,  $27,150,  was  turned  over  to  the  League. 
During  this  strike  we  have  taken  care  of  1,250  new  born  little  babies, 
and  we  have  taken  into  the  homes  1,250  little  baby  outfits.  In  addition 
to  that  Ave  received  seventy-five  barrels  of  clothing,  mostly  new. 

When  your  check  of  $5,000  was  received  by  the  Chicago  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  when  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  treasury  and  our 
League  treasury  were  empty,  I  did  not  wait  until  Mr.  Hopp  could  cash 
the  check,  but  I  took  three  stenographers  and.  put  them  on  the  three 
different  telephones  and  said,  "Order  coal  and  let  the  bill  run  up  to 
one  or  two  thousand  dollars  at  once."  It  was  bitterly  cold  the  day 
your  money  came.  It  was  terrible  to  me  that  there  were  more  than 
one  thousand  babies,  and  we  had  to  hesitate  whether  we  could  send 
coal  into  their  homes  to  give  comfort  to  the  mothers  with  those  babies 
at  their  breasts. 

You  may  know  the  conditions  in  the  workshops  that  made  these 
women  face  this  dark  hour  of  women's  life  under  conditions  so  bitter 
and  tragic.  In  one  particular  home  where  a  baby  had  been  born  the 
father  was  a  Lithunian  and  the  mother  a  Slav.  We  had  several  dif- 
ferent interpreters  at  our  headquarters,  but  we  had  at  that  moment 
some  one  who  did  not  quite  understand  the  Slav  tongue.  We  did  not 
know  that  her  husband  was  ill,  and  gave  her  a  commissary  card  for 
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him  to  get  their  food.  We  discovered  he  had  not  com  e  to  the  store 
for  the  food,  and  Mr.  Emmett  Flood  went  into  the  home.  There  he 
found  a  bottle  of  milk  which  had  been  delivered  and  was  the  only- 
food,  and  the  ashes  out  of  the  garbage  can  in  the  adjoining  yard  had 
been  emptied  and  a  little  kerosene  oil  had  been  bought.  That  was  the 
only  fire  at  which  the  woman  and  the  baby  were  being  warmed.  With 
the  best  intentions,  with  the  greatest  care,  with  all  the  equipment  we 
thought  we  had  to  make  such  a  mistake  impossible,  for  three  days 
those  people  had  been  in  such  dire  distress. 

I  want  you  brothers  to  know  that  this  great  difficulty  was  brought 
about  by  the  fact  that  the  men  and  women  were  unorganized.  They 
themselves  had  no  money  and  the  treasury  of  the  Garment  Workers 
was  absolutely  empty  after  they  had  paid  cash  benefits  for  some  weeks. 
And  so  when  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Rickert,  the  International  President 
of  the  United  Garment  Workers  of  America,  a  joint  board  was  or- 
ganized on  which  was  represented  the  Garment  Workers,  the  strikers, 
the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Women's  Trade  Union 
League,  and  we  decided  that  out  of  our  poverty  we  must  find  a  way 
to  make  the  money  go  as  far  as  possible  we  opened  four  stores  and 
issued  cards.  We  have  issued  as  many  as  11,065  cards  a  week  to 
families.  That  meant  that  at  least  50,000  a  week  were  kept  from 
starvation.  It  was  only  the  courage  and  heroism  and  self-control  of 
those  men  and  women  of  nine  different  nationalities  that  made  possible 
the  holding  together  of  that  strike  under  those  most  terribly  difficult 
circumstances. 

We  paid  $3G,000  for  groceries  and  $12,782  for  bread.  We  paid 
for  meat  and  potatoes  $2,300,  but  from  Thanksgiving  day  on  we  cut 
off  the  meat,  we  could  not  afford  it.  We  paid  for  the  commissary  stores 
$53,412.42,  and  then  we  paid  the  Jewish  Workmen's  Conference,  who 
were  having  the  meal  tickets  issued  for  the  single  men  and  women, 
and  who  after  contributing  something  like  $36,000  found  themselves 
up  against  it  $2,217.  A  restaurant  was  run  by  a  Socialist  woman 
who  gave  us  two  sandwiches  and  a  cup  of  coffee  for  five  cents  for  the 
boys  and  girls  who  did  picket  duty.  The  League  paid  for  the  sand- 
wiches and  coifee,  but  she  always  threw  in  something  when  she  was 
able  to  do  so.  For  weeks  200  to  400  boys  and  girls  on  picket  duty  get 
that.  Mrs.  Price  would  throw  in  cake  and  other  gifts  whenever 
possible.  Some  of  the  boys  and  girls  would  say,  "Oh,  I  had  breakfast 
this  morning.  Give  it  to  somebody  who  has  not  had  breakfast.  I  can 
wait  until  tomorrow  m.orning."    That  was  the  spirit  they  displayed. 

Our  expenses  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  $65,000.  Of  that 
money  forty  thousand  and  some  hundreds  came  from  the  organized 
labor  world  and  $11,000  from  the  Socialists,  many  Socialists,  cf 
course,  giving  through  their  unions  in  addition.    That  left  $13,000 
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given  hy  the  general  public.  You  will  understand  that  in  this  we  had 
another  lesson  in  the  comprehension  of  human  brotherhood  among 
the  men  and  women  workers  of  the  world. 

During  these  long  weeks  men  and  women  who  were  not  workers 
would  come  to  me  and  say,  "Mrs.  Robins,  I  don't  see  how  you  can 
stand  the  suffering."  I  said,  "Why,  T  have  seen  that  for  five  years 
and  longer;  but  the  thing  which  is  new  is  the  spirit  in  these  men  and 
women  breaking  through  and  taking  possession  of  themselves."  It  is 
because  these  men  and  women  have  found  themselves  that  they  finally 
went  out  on  strike.  It  is  because  there  is  a  spirit  of.  growth  in  each 
of  us  that  demands  a  hearing  that  this  strike  took  place.  And  when 
I  saw  girls  who  for  many  months  and  for  years  had  looked  stupid 
and  tired  and  dull  transformed  into  life  and  action,  a  spi^^it  in  their 
eyes  of  glory  and  gladness  in  spite  of  suffering,  I  knew  the  spirit  was 
conquering  the  suffering.  "When  these  little  girls  visited  the  Firemen's 
Association  and  other  places  to  solicit  money  they  said,  "Since  the 
strike  we  have  met  so  many  lovely  peoples.  We  did  not  know  there 
were  so  many  lovely  peoples  until  now." 

When  they  felt  the  necessity — and  some  of  the  strikers  felt  it 
was  necessary  to  use  force — the  little  Italian  and  Russian  girls  in 
their  passion  would  say,  "Mrs.  Robins,  we  must  kill,  we  must  kill;  this 
is  our  very  life,"  All  of  us  told  them  we  must  not  win  that  way,  and 
when  at  the  end  of  those  long  weeks  of  struggle  20,000  of  them  had 
to  strike  the  hungry  bargain,  they  came  to  me  and  said,  "Mrs.  Robins, 
you  said  America  was  different,  but  we  have  to  do  as  we  did  in  Italy, 
in  Russia,"  what  could  I  say?  Unless  we  are  going  to  bring  in  a 
spirit  of  industrial  freedom  America  must  stand  Avith  Russia  and  Italy, 
not  as  a  haven  co  the  oppressed,  but  as  a  place  where  they  will  be 
oppressed. 

Walt  Whitman  put  it  in  words  we  cannot  forget  when  he  said: 
"Inquiring,  tireless,  seeking  what  is  yet  unfound; 
But  where  is  what  I  started  for  so  long  a.go? 
And  why  is  it  still  unfound?" 
That  was  the  question  in  Chicago,  and  some  other  day,  with  your 
help,  Chicago  will  give  the  answer. 

President  Walker — Secretary  McDonald  has  a  copy  of  the  bill 
they  have  introduced.    If  there  are  no  objections  it  will  be  read. 

Delegate  Veal — I  would  ]ike  to  ask  the  speaker  if  she  will  answer 
a  question.  # 

Mrs.  Robins — If  I  can. 

Delegate  Veal — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  why  the  Garment  Workers 
lost  their  strike  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  crafts  unions  scabbed 
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upon  them  and  did  not  point  out  this  misery  and  did  not  organize 
industrially? 

Mrs.  Robins — I  don't  know. 

Delegate  Veal — You  ought  to  know  as  an  intelligent  woman. 

President  Walker — Delegate  Veal  will  take  his  seat. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  you  in  behalf  of  this  convention  that 
the  remark  made  by  Delegate  Veal  be  stricken  from  the  records,  and 
if  you  will  allow  m-e  I  will  apologize  to  that  lady  for  the  way  he 
spoke. 

President  Walker — Mrs.  Robins  will  not  hold  the  miners  respon- 
sible for  that  remark,  Brother  Helmer,  and  under  the  circumstances 
I  fell  that  possibly  it  would  be  better  to  let  it  stay  in  the  record  so 
that  in  the  future  there  will  be  no  mistake  about  what  was  said  and 
who  said  it. 

Delegate  Veal — May  I  state  my  position? 

President  Walker — That  is  altogether  in  the  hands  of  the  con- 
vention. 

Objection  was  offered  by  the  delegates  to  Delegate  Veal's  speaking 
any  further. 

President  Walker — Objections  have  been  raised. 

Delegate  Veal — How  do  they  know  what  I  am  going  to  say? 

A  Delegate — You  have  said  enough. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  have  been  given  a  copy  of  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  by  the  previous  speakers,  and  especially  by  Miss  Nestor.  1 
desire  to  read  the  bill  and  ask  for  an  endorsement  of  it.  It  is  Senate 
Bill  241,  introduced  my  Senator  Harburgh. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  bill: 

A  BILL 

For  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled,  "An  Act  to  regulate  and  limit 
the  hours  of  employment  of  females  in  any  mechanical  establish- 
ment or  factory  or  laundry  in  order  to  safeguard  the  health  of  such 
employes;  to  provide  for  its  enforcement  and  a  penalty  for  its 
violation,"  approved  June  15,  1909,  and  in  force  July  1,  1909,  by 
adding  a  section  to  be  numbered  as  section  la;  also  by  amending 
section  2  of  said  Act  and  by  amending  the  title  of  said  Act. 
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Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
represented  in  the  Genera]  Assembly:  That  an  Act  entitled,  "An  Act 
to  regulate  and  limit  the  hours  of  employment  of  females  in  any  me- 
chanical establishment  or  factory  or  laundry  in  order  to  safeguard 
the  health  of  such  employes;  to  provide  for  its  enforcement  and  a 
penalty  for  its  violation,"  approved  June  15,  1909,  and  in  force  July  1, 
1909,  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following  section,  which  shall 
be  numbered  as  section  la  of  an  Act  entitled,  "An  Act  to  regulate  and 
limit  the  hours  of  employment  of  females  in  any  mechanical  establish- 
ment or  factory  or  laundry  in  order  to  safeguard  the  health  of  such 
employes;  to  provide  for  its  enforcement  and  a  penalty  for  its  viola- 
tion," approved  June  15,  1909,  and  in  force  July  1,  1909. 

Section  la.  No  female  shall  be  employed  in  any  manufacturing, 
mechanical  or  mercantile  establishment  or  factory,  laundry,  hotel  or 
restaurant  or  telegraph  or  telephone  establishment  or  office,  or  by  any 
express  or  transportation  company,  or  as  a  park  attendant  in  this 
State  more  than  ten  hours  during  any  one  day  or  more  than  fifty  four 
hours  in  any  one  week;  the  hours  of  employment  may  be  so  arranged 
as  to  permit  the  employment  of  females  at  any  time  so  that  they  shall 
not  work  more  than  ten  hours  during  the  twenty-four  hours  of  any 
one  day  or  more  than  fifty-four  hours  during  any  one  week. 

Section  2.  That  section  2  of  an  Act  entitled,  "An  Act  to  regulate 
and  limit  the  hours  of  employment  of  females  in  any  mechanical  es- 
tablishment or  factory  or  laundry  in  order  to  safeguard  the  health  of 
such  employes;  to  provide  for  its  enforcement  and  a  penalty  for  its 
violation,"  approved  June  15,  1909,  and  in  force  July  1,  1909,  be 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  2.  Any  employer  who  shall  require  any  female  to  work  in 
any  of  the  places  mentioned  in  sections  1  and  la  of  this  act  more  than 
the  number  of  hours  provided  for  in  this  Act  during  any  day  of  twenty- 
foui'  hours  or  during  any  one  week,  or  who  shall  fail,  neglect  or  refuse 
so  to  arrange  the  work  of  females  in  his  employe  thnt  they  shall  not 
work  more  than  the  number  of  hours  provided  for  in  this  act  during 
any  one  day  or  during  any  one  week,  or  who  shall  permit  or  suffer  any 
overseer,  superintendent  or  other  agent  of  any  such  employer  lo  vio- 
late any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined  for  each  offense  in  a  sum 
of  not  less  than  $25.00  or  more  than  $100.00. 

Section  3. .  That  the  title  of  said  Act  be  amended  to  •  read  as 
follows : 

An  Act  to  regulate  and  limit  the  hours  of  employment  of  females 
in  certain  employments  in  order  to  safeguard  the  health  of  such  em- 
ployes and  to  provide  for  its  enforcement  and  a  penalty  for  its  vio- 
lation. 
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Secretary  McDonlad — I  move  that  we  endorse  the  bill  as  read» 
ani  that  each  delegate  do  his  utmost  with  the  representatives  from  his 
district  to  secure  the  enactment  of  it. 

The  naotion  was  seconded  and  carried  by  rising  vote,  but  one  vote 
being  cast  in  the  negative. 

Resolution  No.  51. 

Resolved,  That  where  any  one  mine  or  mines  have  been  closed 
down,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District  No.  12  officials  to  see  that  the 
men  are  placed  at  the  mines  working  according  to  the  output  of  the 
mines,  including  machine  men,  shovelers  and  all  day  laborers. 

(Signed)  A.  SCHOENEBECK,  L.  U.  99. 

JOHN  WACHTER.  L.  U.,  304. 
NICK  SCHILLING,  L.  U.  859. 
ANDREW  ADAMSON,  L.  U.  750. 
CONRAD  GREEN.  L.  U.  859. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Schilling — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

President  Walker — This  would  apply  where  we  have  a  contract, 
and  I  expect  where  we  haven't  a  contract,  where  it  is  possible  to  have 
that  done  without  a  violation  of  the  contract. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  52. 

Whereas,  There  are  nov/  between  1400  and  1500  miners  idle  iu 
this  sub-district;  and 

Whereas,  There  are  large  numbers  of  miners  coming  here  seeking 
work;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  district  officials  be  requested  to  notify  all 
miners  to  seek  employment  elsewhere,  until  there  is  work  for  those 
already  here. 

(Signed)  J.  E.  FURLONG,  President. 

WALTER  POWER,  Rec.  Sec'y. 
P.  MONAGHAM,  Delegate. 

Local  No.  999. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Helmer-  -I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee.   (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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Resolution  No.  53. 

Whereas,  Our  State  officers  and  delegates  have  given  much  time 
in  arguments  with  the  operators,  listening  to  their  recitals  of  hard 
times  and  business  depression;  and 

Whereas,  We  are  not  responsible  for  hard  times  or  business  de- 
pression, while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  operators  are  responsible,  as 
they  shut  dov/n  the  mines  in  one  state,  taking  the  trade  to  another, 
operating  mines,  mills,  etc.;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  officers  hereafter  devote  no  time  to  them  for 
discussion  of  the  hard  times  question,  but  do  as  they  did  in  the  last 
joint  convention,  offer  them  the  scale  to  sign  and  come  home. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  FURLONG,  President. 

WALTER  POWER,  Rec.  Cec'y. 
P.  MONAGHAN,  Delegate. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Veal — I  am  not  in  favor  of  referring  this  matter  to  the 
committee,  because  we  recognize  in  the  background  a  great  stream 
of  discontent  that  is  flowing.  These  are  only  the  soap  bubbles  preced- 
ing it,  and  you  had  better  heed  them. 

President  Walker — The  resolution  provides  that  the  officers  are 
not  to  give  any  time  to  the  operators  in  telling  hard  luck  stories.  I{ 
is  a  pretty  hard-hearted  man  who  will  not  give  time  to  a  fellow  to 
tell  hUi  troubles. 

Delegate  Woods — T  want  to  say  something  about  the  officers.  We 
had  a  case  and  the  officers  would  not  take  it  up. 

President  Walker  asked  that  three  delegates  go  to  tTie  rear  where 
Delegate  Woods  was  seated  and  see  that  he  was  kept  quiet.  The  three 
delegates  he  named  complied  with  the  request. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Rosan  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  54. 

Springfield,  111 ,  February  22,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion, District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas  The  inspection  of  mines  leaves  much  to  be  desired  in 
the  different  inspection  districts;  and, 
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Whereas,  The  miners  have  obtained  a  very  satisfactory  method  of 
inspection  and  reports  from  the  inspectors  in  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Districts,  and  the  same  has  been  agreed  to  by  the  representatives  of 
the  miners  in  said  districts;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  in  favor  of  establish- 
ing the  same  methods  in  every  other  inspection  district  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

(Signed.)    THOMAS  COOPER,  L.  U.  No.  731. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Lowe — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee.   (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolved,  That  the  following  clause  be  cut  out  of  the  agreement: 
"That  any  mine  in  Class  A  or  B  can  establish  a  nine  or  ten  hour  day 
for  one  or  two  engineers  by  paying  therefor  a  proportionate  rate,"  etc. 

This  section  to  read: 

"When  the  mine  is  in  active  operation  hoisting  coal  it  is  of  course 
understood  that  the  engineer's  place  is  in  the  engine  room;  but  other- 
wise when  not  so  employed  and  he  is  on  pay,  he  shall  perform  such 
work  in  connection  with  the  boilers  and  dynamo  directly  under  his 
charge  that  the  operator  or  his  accredited  representative  may  direct, 
except  patching  boilers  or  inserting  new  flues."  (Changed  by  striking 
out  "not  herein  specifically  accepted.") 

"No  engineer  shall  be  required  to  clean  boilers  without  assistance; 
such  assistance  to  be  selected  by  the  operator." 

The  words,  "and  no  engineer  shall  be  required  to  wheel  ashes," 
to  be  added. 

"A  licensed  engineer  shall  be  employed  at  all  mines  where  steam 
is  required  at  the  throttle,  in  compliance  with  the  state  law." 

Add,  "no  engineer  shall  do  any  firing  at  Class  A  mines." 

"He  shall,  at  the  option  of  the  operator,  do  his  own  firing  at  Class 
B  mines,  except  the  engineer  that  hoists  the  coal  on  days  when  hoist- 
ing in  excess  of  an  aggregate  of  fifty  tons  of  coal  per  twenty-four 
hours  for  railroad  chutes  or  wagon  trade,  and  except  when  the  mine 
shuts  down  in  the  middle  of  the  shift,  (from  here  changed  to  read) 
"and  except  when  compressors  or  haulage  engines  are  running  or 
dynamos  are  operated  for  other  purposes  than  furnishing  lights  for 
the  company's  business,  or  for  operating  the  ventilating  fan  of  the 
mine,  and  except  when  the  pump  or  pumps  are  running  underground." 

"11th.  (Cut  out  Clause  1.)  First  engineer  in  Class  A  and  B 
mines  will  do  no  firing  where  the  mine  is  idle  for  a  period  of  two  days 
cr  more.    The  other  engineers  shall  continue  as  at  present." 
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lutroduced  at  the  request  of  Engineers  of  Pocahontas,  by  Adolph 
Germer,  Delegate,  Local  122,  Pocahontas,  Illinois. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Scale  Committee  in  the  next  convention. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  adopted. 

Delegate  Dougal — Doesn't  the  agreement  cover  that? 
President  Walker — Yes. 

Delegate  Boucher — Some  of  our  engineers  have  been  known  to 
work  as  high  as  thirteen  and  fourteen  hours.  The  mine  examiners 
do  the  same  thing.  1  think  that  resolution  ought  to  instruct  them  the 
number  of  hours  they  are  to  work. 

President  ^Valker — Under  our  present  contract  there  is  no  pro- 
vision to  make  the  engineers  work  more  than  ten  hours,  and  if  they 
are  doing  it  legally  it  must  be  because  of  a  local  agreement  between 
the  local  and  the  operator.  Ordinarily  under  the  state  contract  and 
considoring  our  own  constitution  an  engineer  could  not  work  more 
than  ten  hours. 

Delegate  Boucher — As  President  of  that  local  union  I  took  the 
matter  up  with  the  sub-district  office.  They  informed  me  that  it  was 
before  the  state  board.  We  have  not  had  any  decision  yet.  If  Mr. 
Germer  is  in  the  hall  he  will  tell  you  that  is  the  case,  because  he  is  the 
man  I  took  the  case  up  with. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  w^as  carried. 

Resolution  No.  56. 

Craig,  111.,  Feb.  20,  1911. 
To  the  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  District 
12.  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  now  assembled  in  Arion  Hall,  Springfield, 
Illinois — Greeting: 

Whereas,  Local  Union  No.  2651,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  located  at  Craig, 
Illinois,  is  now  ruled  by,  and  in  subjection  to  the  officers  of  Sub- 
District  No.  7,  and  has  to  support  Sub-District  No.  7  by  paying  a  per 
capita  tax  each  month;  and 

Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  said  Local  Union,  come  under  the 
scale  of  Sub-District  No.  6,  Belleville;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  2651,  in  regular 
meeting  this  20th  day  of  February,  1911,  that  Local  Union  No.  2651 
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be  transferred  and  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Belleville  Sub- 
District  No.  6. 

(Signed)  TOM,  OGILVIE, 
FRED  WIEMAN, 
JOHN  OGILVIE, 

Committee. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
District  Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Ball — 1  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolution  No.  58. 

Whereas,  Fellow  Workers  Preston  and  Smith  have  been  imprisoned 
at  Carson  City,  Nevada  since  1906,  Brother  Preston  for  exercising  his 
legal  right  of  self  defense  while  engaged  in  picketing  a  strike  ordered 
against  one  Silva  at  Goldfield,  Nevada,  by  the  Miners'  Union  and  the 
Industrial  Workers;  and  Brother  Smith,  who  was  Secretary  of  th'3 
Union,  being  convicted,  like  Preston,  on  a  false  charge  of  conspiracy 
on  the  word  of  witnesses  who  have  since  been  convicted  of  bank 
robbery,  murder,  etc.,  and 

Whereas,  Not  only  has  justice  been  outraged  by  the  above  perse- 
cution by  the  Citizens'  Alliance,  the  Mine  Owners'  Association  and 
other  enemies  of  organized  labor,  but  -  our  right  to  picket  a  strike 
has  been  outlawed,  consequently  our  right  to  strike,  for  without  the 
picket  the  strike  is  of  no  value  to  labor,  and  the  union  without  the 
right  to  strike  is  useless;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  instruct  the  district  officers  and 
Executive  Board  to  co-operate  with  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners 
and  assist  them  financially  and  otherwise  to  obtain  the  speedy  release 
of  Preston  and  Smith  in  order  to  firmly  establish  the  legal  right  of 
organized  labor  to  strike  and  to  picket. 

(Signed)  BDW.  WILLIAMS,  L.  U.  860, 
T.  J.  MCDONALD,  L.  U.  2468. 

PAT.  McDonald,  l.  u.  503. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Keating — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Veal — This  question  was  taken  up  at  the  International 
and  the  resolution  was  concurred  in.  Many  of  the  working  men  of 
the  country  are  not  familiar  with  this  case.  Te  begin  with  two  members 
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of  the  working  class  in  Nevada  were  engaged  in  a  strike,  This  man 
Preston  was  sent  to  do  picket  duty.  An  employer  pulled  a  gun  on 
him  and  he  shot  in  self-defense. 

Delegate  Boucher — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order. 

President  Walker — State  your  point. 

Delegate  Boucher — It  is  time  to  adjourn. 

President  Walker — The  point  is  well  taken  unless  the  convention 
desires  to  suspend  the  rules.  Objection  is  offered.  Delegate  Veal 
will  have  the  floor  upon  convening  tomorrow  morning. 

The  chair  will  appoint  on  the  committee  of  three  to  which  all 
appeals  for  assistance  are  to  be  referred,  Delegate  Ben  King,  Delegate 
Kielhorn  and  Delegate  Dave  Wilson. 

At  5  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules  to  re- 
convene at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Saturday,  February  25th. 
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SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  25. 


FIFTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Saturday, 
Februarj^  25th.  President  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  telegram: 

"Bridgeport,  Ohio,  February  24,  1911. 

"Mr.  John  AValker, 

Care  Miners'  Convention.  Springfield.  Illinois: 

"Please  convey  to  your  convention  my  best  wishes.  May  the  con- 
vention's deliberations  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  miners  of  Illinois 
and  the  country.  The  success  of  the  organization  and  the  welfare  of 
the  miners  is  more  important  than  tho  success  of  any  individual. 

T.  L.  LEWIS." 

Secretary  McDonald — I  received  a  special  delivery  letter  yesterday 
from  Farmersville.  It  was  taken  to  the  office  instead  of  being  brought 
here.  It  seems  the  local  union  there  does  not  like  to  be  held  up  to 
the  world  in  the  light  they  have  been,  and  ask  that  this  letter  be  read. 

"Farmersville,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
"Gentlemen  in  Convention  Assembled: 

"Since  the  integrity  of  this  local  union  has  been  questioned,  in  the 
convention  now  sitting,  through  unauthorized  letters  being  written  to 
Sub-District  President  James  Shaw  by  Brother  Tom  Gallagher  and 
Brother  W.  Quigley,  in  the  unseating  of  Delegate  A.  L.  Rucker,  on 
a  constitutional  point,  we  concede  that  it  was  overlooked,  and  was  not 
brought  up  till  the  last  minute,  when  the  delegate  had  already  left, 
as  we  thought  it  was  a  waste  of  time  and  money  to  recall  him  then, 
as  he  has  been  a  member  of  this  local  nearly  two  years,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  months,  which  time  he  followed  an  avocation  which 
did  not  permit  him  to  be  a  member;  and  as  to  the  said  delegate's 
union  principles,  they  are  unquestioned.  A  special  meeting  was  called 
and  a  resolution  was  passed  by  about  90  per  cent  majority,  which 
Brother  Gallagher  calls  the  Insurgents,  instructing  the  recording  sec- 
retary, William  Quigley,  to  ask  the  delegates  to  seat  A.  L.  Rucker,  as 
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it  was  a  constitutional  convention.  The  said  Brother  Quigley  abso- 
lutely refused  to  write  that  letter,  but  found  time  to  write  one  him- 
self, unauthorized  by  this  local,  to  Sub-District  President  James  Shaw, 
which  was  read  in  your  convention.  One  was  also  read  from  Brother 
Gallagher,  also  unauthorized,  which  falsely  accuses  Brother  Brown  and 
Brother  Londrigan  of  misusing  the  local  seal.  Now  Brother  Brown 
was  instructed  to  write  said  letter,  which  Brother  Quigley  refused  to 
write,  which  shows  that  the  local  seal  was  not  falsely  used.  Now  we, 
this  committee,  demand  that  this  whole  controversy  be  stricken  from 
the  records  of  the  convention,  as  it  is  a  deliberate  lie  and  not  con- 
ducive to  the  welfare  of  this  organization;  also  Brother  Brown's  and 
Brcthei"  Londrigan's  honesty  are  unquestioned. 

(Signed  by  committee  on  behalf  of  Local  Union  2416.) 

THOS.  THOMPSON, 
EDW.  FERGUSON, 
CHAS.  R.  WATTS." 

(Seal.)) 

President  Walker — You  have  heard  the  communication.  There  is 
nothing  in  order  at  the  present  time  except  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Resolutions  unless  the  rules  are  suspended.  During  the  ses- 
sions of  the  convention,  under  the  head  of  Miscellaneous,  any  one  can 
bring  this  up  if  he  wishes. 

Delegata  Veal — I  will  begin  where  I  left  off  when  we  adjourned. 
This  man  was  compelled  to  shoot  in  defense  in  order  to  retain  his 
life.  We  recognize  that  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life  a  man  who  shoots 
another  in  self  defense  would  be  liberated  by  any  judge  or  jury  in  the 
country.  In  this  case  there  was  a  strike  on  and  the  result  was  that 
victims  were  necessary.  These  men  were  railroaded  to  the  peniten- 
tiary by  a  prejudiced  judge  and  jury.  There  is  a  principle  involved. 
That  principle  is  that  if  we  can  not  talk  to  individuals  and  present 
our  case  when  we  are  out  on  strike  there  can  be  no  union,  there  can  be 
no  talking,  no  picketing,  no  free  assemblage. 

What  do  we  want  done?  In  my  opinion,  if  the  working  men  of  this 
country  had  shown  as  much  interest  in  this  case  as  they  did  in  the 
Fred  D.  Warren  case  ond  the  American  Federation  cases  the  result 
would  be  that  the  gates  of  the  Nevada  state  penitentiary  would  have 
swung  wide  open.  As  a  member  of  the  class  that  believes  an  injury 
to  one  is  the  concern  of  all  I  presented  this  resolution.  Let  us  adopt 
a  resolution  that  we  will  hold  meetings  in  every  industrial  center  there 
is  in  this  country  and  advertise  this  question.  Bring  it  out  in  the  light 
and  make  it  a  live  issue. 

Delegate  Hefferly — What  is  the  recommendation  of  the  committee? 
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President  Walker — To  concur  in  the  resolution,  and  the  motion 
was  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  59. 

Whereas,  We  recognize  the  educational  features  that  obtain  in  a 
state  convention  and  the  many  advantages  men  get  who  attend  the 
same,  and  as  conventions  have  been  held  in  Peoria  and  Springfield, 
we  think  the  time  has  come  when  East  St.  Louis,  which  is  situated 
almost  in  the  center  of  the  Belleville  District  and  in  the  central  dis- 
trict of  the  state,  especially  being  true  since  the  development  of 
Franklin,  Saline  and  Williamson  counties,  should  be  considered.  East 
St.  Louis  has  hotels,  restaurants,  rooming  houses,  and  a  city  hall,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  delegates;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  next  State  convention  of  miners  meet  in  East 
St.  Louis,  Illinois. 

(Signed)  NICK  PALCETTI,  President. 

JAMES  MASON,  Secretary. 
PHILIP  VEAL, 
EDW.  WILLIAMS. 

The  committee  referred  the  resolution  to  the  convention  without 
recommendation. 

President  Walker — Unless  the  convention  rules  otherwise  this 
resolution  will  not  be  considered  until  we  are  selecting  the  con- 
vention city. 

Rp:solution  No.  60. 
Whereas,  It  is  generally  given  out  to  the  public  that  the  miners 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  Iiave  received  an  advance  in  price  for  the 
mining  of  coal,  and 

Whereas,  In  Nigger  Hollow  Mine  No.  2  four  hundred  miners  testify- 
that  the  wages  in  reality  are  cut  ten  per  cent,  and  about  one  hundred 
miners  have  been  fined,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  our  intention  to  give  to  the  master  class  the  besc 
service  possible  in  cleaning  the  coal,  but  it  is  the  sentiment  that  we 
are  not  responsible  for  a  nature  that  left  dirty  bands  and  sulphur  in 
coal  veins,  and  that  the  docking  system  is  robbery;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  union  demands  that  the  docking  system  bo 
eliminated  from  the  agreement  as  soon  as  possible. 

(Signed)  NICK  FALCETTI,  President. 
JAMBS  MASON,  Secretary. 
PHILIP  L.  VEAL,  Delegate. 
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The  committee  recommend  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
next  Scale  Committee. 

Delegate  Smith — I  move  that  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
be  adopted.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolution  No.  61. 

Whereas,  In  the  past  we  have  looked  upon  the  Japanese  and 
Chinese  as  inferior  races,  but  now  must  recognize  that  China  and 
Japan  are  fast  becoming  highly  developed,  capitalized  and  industral 
ized  countries  (see  February  Review  of  Reviews),  and 

Whereas,  China's  development  in  the  past  ten  years  has  been 
equal  to  her  development  during  the  ten  centuries  before.  How  is  the 
new  China  going  to  affect  ub?  She  will  land  her  fleets  of  coal  and 
steel  rails  in  competition  with  American  Manufacture.  The  Americsin 
capitalist  can  no  longer  employ  the  wage  slave;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  change  from  craft  industrial  unionism  to  In- 
dustrial world-wide  class  unionism  to  accomplish  our  emancipation. 

(Signed)  NICK  FALCETTI,  President. 
JAMES  MASON,  Secretary. 
PHIi^IP  VEAL,  Delegate. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Veal — This,  to  my  mind,  is  a  very  serious  question  and 
deserves  some  consideration.  In  the  International  convention  it  was 
brought  out,  not  on  the  floor  of  the  convention,  but  by  the  Western 
delegates,  those  in  British  Columbia  and  in  the  far  Northwest,  thnt 
they  are  in  competition  now  with  the  working  men  of  these  Asiatic 
countries.  We  have  put  up  a  battle  against  what  we  call  foreigners, 
we  have  kept  them  in  their  countries,  so  to  speak;  but  now  we  find 
that  with  the  development  of  machinery  they  do  not  have  to  come  here 
to  compete  with  us.  they  send  their  products.  As  a  result  you  are 
facing  a  crisis  in  the  western  country.  I  stood  a  few  years  ago  on 
my  peg  leg.  That  typifies  the  craft  union.  Today  I  stand  on  an 
artificial  limb.  You  men  have  all  your  limbs  and  you  can  walk  as 
I  cannot.  You  have  to  get  out  of  Illinois  and  get  into  every  country  of 
the  world.  1  knov;  you  men  have  to  go  up  against  a  trust  as  they  did 
in  Alabama.  We  have  Alabama  miners  in  our  district,  men  who  had 
the  tents  torn  over  their  heads  and  the  bayonets  put  against  them. 
The  same  condition  has  existed  in  West  Virginia  and  m  Colorado. 
We  must  recognize  a  world-wide  movement.   I  don't  want  to  go  against 
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any  stone  walls.  I  want  my  class  to  recognize  their  historic  mission. 
This  convention  should  say  this  morning  that  we  stand  for  a  world- 
wide labor  movement,  that  there  is  no  country,  that  there  is  no  flag, 
that  there  is  no  geographical  line,  but  only  two  classes,  a  working 
class  and  a  capitalist  class.  Claim  your  own  this  morning  and  take 
a  working  class  position. 

A  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Veal — I  would  like  a  standing  vote  to  see  the  sentiment 
of  this  convention. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken,  the  chairman  declared  the  motion  to  adopt 
the  report  of  the  committee  carried. 

Eesolution  No.  62. 

Whereas,  Miners  are  now  compelled  to  wear  the  dirty,  soiled  cloth- 
ing worn  in  the  mines  to  their  homes.,  and  thereby  take  much  that  is 
unsanitary  into  tlieir  homes;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  mine  operators  in  the  state  of  Illinois  be  re- 
quired to  build  wash  houses  at  the  various  mines  r.s  soon  as  possible. 

(Signed.)    NICK  FALCETTI,  President, 
JAMES  MASON,  Secretary, 
PHILIP  L.  VEAL,  Delegate. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Bradley — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Veal — It  seems  as  though  I  have  quite  a  mission  here 
this  morning. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  he  be  made  speaker  of  the  house. 

Delegate  Veal— 1  don't  object  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  majority. 

President  Walker — If  there  is  no  objection,  Philip  will  be  made 
speaker  of  the  house.  I  think,  however,  the  motion  is  unnecessary — 
he  is  already  the  speaker. 

Delegate  Veal — This  question  means  much  to  us  in  the  Belleville 
district.  We  have  to  go  all  the  way  from  eight  to  sixteen  miles  to  our 
work.  We  have  to  ride  in  cars  with  our  mining  clothes  on.  It  causes 
us  to  go  through  seve'f^al  unnecessary  changes.  It  is  stated  by  the 
public  that  the  miner  is  a  black-faced  individual,  that  he  is  dirty. 
We  in  that  district  have  got  very  refined  tastes  recently,  especially 
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since  we  have  awakened  to  our  class  interests.  We  have  just  as  much 
respect  for  our  daughters  and  our  wives  and  our  children  as  the  big 
fellow  that  forces  us  to  take  this  dirt  and  dump  it  into  our  homes. 
Fi'om  a  sanitary  point  of  view  this  ought  to  be  condemned.  We  realize 
that  if  this  is  referred  to  the  State  Legislature  it  will  amount  to  noth- 
ing unless  there  is  an  economic  organization  behind  the  proposition. 
We  have  more  faith  in  our  economic  union  than  wc  have  in  capitalistic 
legislatures  to  get  these  bills  for  us.  We  know  that  the  operators 
will  go  to  Mr.  Walker  and  the  district  officers  and  say  that  such  legis- 
lation will  interfere  with  the  contract  because  it  will  increase  the 
price  of  coal.  For  that  reason  we  refer  it  to  the  delegates.  We  have 
to  do  this  unnecessary  work  of  changing  our  clothes,  and  have  to  get 
up  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  This  dirt  is  obnoxious  to  us,  we  are 
more  refined  gentlemen  than  we  used  to  be.  You  notice  I  call  you 
gentlemen  this  morning. 

Delegate  Brown — I  am  opposed  to  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  believe  this  delegation  should  take  action.  I  am  from  the 
Danville  District,  and  the  conditions  are  similar  to  those  spoken  of 
by  Delegate  Veal  of  the  Belleville  District.  A  large  number  of  miners 
have  to  go  on  street  cars  and  work  trains  to  their  work.  Some  of  them 
have  to  go  fcom  eight  to  twelve  miles.  I  am  opposed  to  wearing  these 
dirty  clothes  any  longer  than  I  have  to,  and  I  am  opposed  to  carrying 
the  dirty  clothes  into  my  own  home.  In  many  mines  in  the  United 
States  there  are  wash  houses  where  the  men  can  change  their  clothes. 
This  eliminates  the  dirt  from  our  homes  and  our  wives  are  not  obliged 
to  clean  up  so  much  of  it. 

A  law  compelling  operators  to  build  wash  houses  was  enacted 
some  years  ago.  That  law  provided  that  the  miners  would  not  have 
to  wear  their  dirty  clothes  twelve  or  fourteen  hours.  I  do  not  know 
who  was  responsible  for  killing  off  that  bill.  This  matter  has  been 
talked  of  a  great  deal  in  my  home  town.  If  I  put  on  my  clean  clothes 
I  object  just  as  much  to  a  miner  coming  in  and  wiping  his  grease  on 
me  as  any  other  man  does.  I  have  heard  miners  abuse  the  public 
because  they  objected  to  having  the  dirt  and  grease  from  their  clothes 
wiped  off  on  them.  I  have  seen  ladies  get  on  the  cars,  and  I  have 
seen  miners  careless  enough  to  go  in  and  get  dirt  and  grease  from  their 
clothes  on  them.    That  is  something  that  ought  to  be  cut  out. 

Secretary  McDonald — T  want  to  make  a  motion.  The  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  refers  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Board.  I 
move  that  the  words  "Executive  Board"  be  stricken  out  and  that  we 
insert  "that  it  be  referred  to  the  Legislative  Committee  with  the  bill 
endorsed  by  this  convention." 

Delegate  Helmer — I  second  the  motion. 


254  Minutes  of  the  Tiventy-Second  Annual  Convention 

Secretary  McDonald — Everybody  is  forced  to  recognize  that  men 
should  be  provided  with  a  place  to  wash.  The  situation  is  much  dif- 
ferent now  than  it  was  a  number  of  years  ago  when  the  men's  homes 
were  near  the  mines.  They  could  get  out  of  the  mine  and  get  home 
in  a  short  time.  Today  we  find  men  going  from  one  to  three  and  ten 
ana  twelve  miles  to  work.  While  it  is  humiliating  some  times  for  the 
public  to  ride  with  the  miners  it  is  just  as  humiliatng  to  the  mners. 
A  miner  is  the  victim  of  circumstances  and  can  not  help  it. 

When  the  bill  spoken  of  was  passed  a  few  years  ago  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  knew  it  would  be  declared  unconstitu- 
tional when  the  Supreme  Court  passed  on  it.  If  I  remember  correctly 
the  Supreme  Court  knocked  the  bill  out — and  that  is  part  of  the 
mission  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  offset  the  action  of  the  Greneral 
Assembly,  that  is  what  they  keep  it  for — because  it  applied  to  only 
one  class.  It  was  known  that  it  was  unconstitutional  when  it  was 
passed.  I  think  this  convention  should  do  something  to  get  a  law 
enacted.  Just  imagine  the  saving  that  could  be  brought  about  where 
there  are  400  miners  and  plenty  of  steam  and  hot  water  at  the  mine. 
As  it  is,  each  one  has  to  go  home  and  have  water  heated.  If  I  were 
working  in  the  mines,  if  I  were  compelled  to  pay  for  it  myself  if  1 
could  not  get  it  in  any  other  way,  I  would  pay  for  facilities  for 
washing  in  the  boiler  room.  In  some  places  men  have  done  that. 
They  have  arranged  for  a  place  to  wash  and  paid  some  one  to  take 
care  of  it. 

Nothing  is  more  humiliating  to  the  average  miner  than  to  have 
to  go  through  the  street  with  his  clothes  black  and  covered  Avith  grease, 
some  times  torn  as  a  result  of  accident,  and  perhaps  be  compelled  to 
brush  against  some  one  wearing  a  white  dress.  I  favor  referring  this 
to  the  Legislative  Committee  and  asking  them  to  do  what  they  can 
to  get  the  bill  through  with  our  assistance.  We  are  having  a  general 
revision  of  the  mining  laws.  While  the  operators  will  be  there  and 
have  their  friends  in  the  Legislature,  I  do  not  think  any  fair-minded 
operator  can  go  before  a  committee  and  oppose  the  bill  successfully.  I 
believe  this  should  apply,  not  only  to  the  mines,  but  to  all  other 
employers  of  labor.  I  believe  it  was  declared  unconstitutional  before 
because  it  applied  only  to  mines  and  was  class  legislation. 

So  far  as  our  agreement  with  the  operators  is  concerned  in  seek- 
ing legislation  that  will  increase  the  cost  of  production,  it  is  true 
this  may  increase  the  cost.  But  a  commission  has  been  appointed  by 
the  governor  of  the  state  to  revise  the  mining  laws,  and  that  commis- 
sion is  composed  partly  of  operators  and  they  have  agreed  to  some 
bills  that  wilJ  increase  the  cost  of  production.  This  will  not  cost 
anything  like  the  amount  called  for  by  the  bills  requiring  installation 
and  various  other  things.    I  think  this  bill  can  be  made  a  law.    If  it 
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does  it  will  be  one  of  the  greatest  steps  taken  by  the  organization, 
especially  as  far  as  the  personnal  and  the  appearance  of  our  men  in 
the  various  towns  is  concerne. 

Delegate  Lewis  (J.  L.) — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  principle 
contained  in  the  resolution.  I  think  steps  should  be  taken  by  our 
organization  to  have  these  facilities  at  the  various  mines  throughout 
the  state.  I  have  no  objection  to  having  this  matter  referred  to  the 
Legislative  Committee.  If  this  convention  endorses  such  a  proposition 
the  Legislative  Committee  will  do  everything  in  its  power  to  have  it 
incorporated  into  a  law. 

We  have  at  this  time  a  Mining  Investigation  Commission  to  revise 
the  mining  laws  of  the  state,  and  it  seems  to  me  if  we  can  present 
good  arguments  in  favor  of  having  these  wash  houses  established  the 
proper  place  to  take  the  matter  up  is  through  the  Mining  Investigation 
Commission.  The  Commission  has  been  in  session  for  some  time  and 
will  have  a  bill  ready  to  present  to  the  General  Assembly  in  a  couple 
of  weeks,  I  think  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  them  and  have 
them  make  every  effort  to  have  this  agreed  to  by  the  commission. 
I  know  if  it  can  be  agreed  to  by  the  operators'  and  miners'  representa- 
tives on  that  commission  we  will  not  have  very  much  trouble  in 
having  it  enacted  into  a  law.  I  believe  instead  of  referring  this 
matter  to  the  Legislative  Committee  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Mining  Investigation  Commission. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  have  no  objection  to  the  bill  going  to  the 
Mining  Investigation  Commission;  but  I  thought  if  the  Legislative 
Committee  would  have  a  bill  drafted  along  that  line  and  turn  it  over 
to  the  Mining  Investigation  Commission  we  would  have  something  to 
work  from.   I  am  sure  I  will  lend  my  best  efforts  to  have  it  made  a  law. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  am  not  opposed  to  the  amendment  but  the 
matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  next  Scale  Committee.  If  we  are 
going  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  operators  next  year  I  think 
these  wash  houses  should  be  established,  I  have  not  a  great  deal  of 
faith  in  the  Legislature.  As  long  as  people  who  are  elected  by  the 
capitalists  are  sent  to  the  Legislature  I  have  not  much  faith  in  what 
they  will  do.    I  am  in  favor  of  direct  legislation. 

Delegate  Weir.  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  reason  the  com- 
mittee referred  this  resolution  to  the  Executive  Board  was  in  order 
that  the  board  might  work  in  conjunction  with  the  Operators'  Execu- 
tive Board  and  possibly  they  could  get  something  of  this  sort  put  in 
at  once,  even  if  the  miners  had  to  pay  a  dollar  a  month  for  the 
privilege.  Then  if  it  became  a  law  of  the  state  the  wash  houses  would 
already  be  built.    The  law  that  has  been  referred  to  only  provided  that 
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a  shed  be  put  up  and  one  wash  tub  provided.  If  we  could  get  wash 
houses  such  as  they  have  in  Centralia  we  would  have  the  proper  kinl. 

Delegate  Clark  (J.) — As  far  as  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  is 
concerned,  they  were  all  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  The  members  of 
the  committee  want  to  get  washed  at  the  mines  the  same  as  anybody 
else;  but  with  the  laws  that  have  been  passed  governing  wash  houses 
and  ihe  reports  that  came  to  the  committee  it  was  shown  there  are 
wash  houses  already  in  existence.  We  thought  the  best  plan  would 
be  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Board,  and  they  could  either  take  it  up 
with  the  Legislative  Committee  or  with  the  commission  already  ap- 
pointed.   We  were  heartily  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Dougal — Who  pays  for  the  wash  house  in  Centralia? 

Delegate  Wachter — The  miners.  I  understand  they  pay  a  dollar 
a  month. 

Delegate  Dougal — Then  if  the  operators  put  up  any  kind  of  a  shack 
and  charge  the  miners  a  dollar  a  month  they  would  make  a  pretty  good 
per  cent  on  their  money. 

Delegate  Wachter — Did  you  ever  see  a  company  that  didn't  want 
to  make  profit? 

Delegate  Merten — We  have  no  wash  houses  in  Centralia  at  all. 
There  are  a  few  private  shacks  that  people  have  put  up  and  rent  to 
the  miners. 

Delegate  Eagan — I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  refers  this  to  the  Executive  Board.  One  member  of  the  com- 
mittee stated  that  the  reason  they  referred  it  was  that  the  miners 
might  have  a  chance  to  pay  a  dollar  a  month  for  the  privilege  of  wash- 
ing at  the  mines.  We  started  out  five  or  six  years  ago  to  do  that  on 
the  shot  firer's  question,  and  what  did  it  come  to?  It  caused  more 
dissatisfaction  than  anything  that  has  occurred  in  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years.  It  will  naturally  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  miners  if  they 
have  to  pay  for  the  wash  houses.  If  that  practice  goes  into  effect  they 
will  build  the  wash  houses  and  the  miners  will  pay  a  dollar  a  month 
for  them,  although  many  of  the  miners  would  not  benefit  by  them  at 
all.  I  do  not  believe  that  was  the  reason  the  committee  referred  to 
the  Executive  Board.  If  it  goes  into  effect  it  will  come  to  the  same 
place  the  shotfiring  question  did.  We  had  a  wash  house  law  enacted 
and  it  was  declared  unconstitutional.  Why  should  we  try  the  same 
thing  again?  Why  have  the  Legislature  enacted  a  law  we  cannot  en- 
force? I  believe  it  will  be  a  waste  of  time  to  have  the  Legislative 
Committee  try  to  have  it  made  a  law  when  we  will  not  be  enabled  to 
ent'irce  it. 
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Delegate  Lowe — We  have  a  wash  house  in  our  place.  The  miners 
pay  twenty-five  cents  a  month.  The  question  was  brought  up  as  to 
who  should  scrub  the  cement  floor.  The  company  rents  the  building 
and  they  are  supposed  to  keep  it  sanitary.  My  contention  is  that  the 
miners  are  to  blame  for  not  carrymg  out  the  law  that  was  adopted. 
The  miners  were  also  to  blame  for  the  shotfiring  law  not  being  in 
force.  Now,  if  we  can  get  a  law  enacted  in  the  General  Assembly 
that  provides  for  wash  houses  and  we  remain  silent  and  allow  the  op- 
erators to  charge  the  miners  so  much  a  month  we  will  be  to»  blame. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  move  as  a  substitute  that  the  convention 
-endorse  the  resolution  and  refer  it  to  the  Mining  Investigation  Com- 
mission. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  rise  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  and  to  favor  the  motion  offered  by  Secretary  McDonald. 

President  Walker — Let  me  offer  a  suggestion.  There  seems  to  be 
some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  best  to  refer  to  the 
Executive  Board,  the  State  Legislative  Committee  or  the  Mining  In- 
vestigation Committee.  If  you  refer  it  to  the  Legislative  Committee 
and  the  Executive  Board  you  will  have  referred  it  to  all  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Board  and  the  Mining  Investigation  Commission. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Mining  Investigation  Commission  was 
-carried. 

Kesolution  No.  73. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 

To  the  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.,  Illinois: 

Whereas,  There  is  now  on  the  statute  books  of  Illinois  a  law  re- 
quiring all  miners  to  pass  an  examination  before  they  are  permitted 
to  go  to  the  face  to  mine  coal;  and, 

Whereas,  This  law  was  intended  to  raise  the  standard  of  efficiency 
in  mining,  and  raise  the  standard  of  the  craft  to  a  higher  plane;  and, 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  applicants  for  certificates  having  been  re- 
fused in  one  county,  secure  certificates  in  other  counties;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  demand  a  more  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  law  and  insist  that  the  miner  answer  the  question  propounded 
in  person  and  that  the  examination  be  made  what  it  was  originally 
intended  to  be,  a  test  of  a  man's  qualifications;  and,  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  each  examin- 
ing board  in  the  state  and  a  request  made  that  its  terms  be  strictly 
complied  with. 

(Signed)    CONRAD  GREEN, 

L.  U.  859,  Belleville,  111.^ 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Brown — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Secretary  McDonald — It  should  be  the  duty  of  every  delegate  to 
bring  what  pressure  he  can  on  the  members  of  the  mining  boards  in 
the  different  counties  to  see  that  the  examination  is  something  more 
than  a  farce.  There  is  one  feature  of  the  examination  that  in  some 
places  has  made  it  very  much  of  a  farce.  If  that  could  be  corrected 
it  would  in  a  measure  protect  the  members  of  the  organization.  Some 
of  the  examining  board  simply  ask  a  man  how  long  he  has  dug  coal, 
ana  if  he  says  that  he  has  dug  coal  for  two  years  they  will  immedi- 
ately write  him  out  a  certificate  of  competency.  There  are  two  or 
three  mining  boards  in  this  state,  that,  if  they  continue  that  policy, 
I  for  one,  will  sign  a  petition  to  have  them  removed.  I  know  of  men 
who  have  failed  to  get  certificates  in  some  districts  who  have  gone 
to  other  places  and  receievd  them.  I  was  complaining  of  a  faction  em- 
ployed in  a  mine  that  we  could  not  do  anything  with.  The  operator 
said,  "These  fellows  were  brought  here  on  the  railroad.  They  fixed 
up  a  scheme  to  borrow  each  other's  certificates.  They  had  an  inter- 
preter go  before  the  examining  board  and  get  certificates.  A  number 
of  them  have  been  killed  in  the  mine  because  they  were  not  miners 
at  all." 

I  know  the  committee  in  this  city  that  is  acting  as  an  examining 
board  had  difficulty  with  men  who  were  trying  to  practice  these  de- 
ceptions. I  know  they  turned  down  a  lot  of  men.  One  of  the  delegates 
said  yesterday  all  that  was  necessary  was  to  get  an  interpreter,  go  up 
and  tell  the  examiner  that  the  men  were  competent  and  certificates 
were  given  to  people  who  had  never  seen  the  inside  of  a  mine.  I 
think  something  should  be  done  to  make  a  miner's  certificate  a  certifi- 
cate of  competency  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name.  If  these  examiners 
are  not  doing  their  duty  under  the  law  they  should  be  removed.  We 
well  send  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  every  mine  examining  board  in 
the  state  and  see  if  that  will  have  any  effect  towards  making  them  do 
their  duty. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  happened  to  be  on  one  of  these  boards  in  Ran- 
dolph county.  A  number  of  the  boys  in  our  county  refused  to  go  be- 
fore the  Board  of  which  I  was  a  member.    We  met  the  first  Wednes- 
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day  in  every  month.  A  number  of  boys  who  work  in  the  mines  where 
I  do  would  go  to  adjoining  counties  to  be  examined.  If  they  go  be- 
fore the  Board  I  was  a  member  of  they  would  have  to  stand  an  exami- 
nation. We  will  not  stand  for  any  kind  of  interpreter  they  may  pick 
up.  We  had  trouble  with  men  who  brought  interpreters  before  the 
Board.  Up  to  the  first  of  the  year  we  never  allowed  any  man  to  in- 
terpret to  us  what  another  man  said.  If  a  man  came  before  the  Board 
who  could  not  prove  to  us  that  he  was  a  miner  we  turned  him  down. 
We  turned  down  a  number,  and  owing  to  that  fact  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois owes  the  Board  a  sum  of  money.  There  were  times  when  we 
went  up  there  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Examining  Board  that  we  did 
not  get  our  train  fare.  Some  boards  it  appears  give  certificates  to 
almost  everyone  who  comes  before  them.  You  know  a  dollar  in  sight 
to  some  people  is  a  great  deal.  You  know  that  $5.50  a  day  looks  a 
great  deal  to  some  men,  $3.50  for  your  salary  and  $2.00  for  your  ex- 
penses. Men  are  coming  from  the  East,  from  Pennsylvania  and  West 
Virginia  and  going  into  an  adjoining  county  to  get  certificates.  Men 
who  have  never  worked  a  day  in  the  mines  have  been  able  to  get 
those  certificates.  One  man  worked  four  days  as  a  top  man,  then  came 
down  with  an  interpreter  and  tried  to  get  a  certificate.  He  did  not 
get  it.  The  men  who  came  there  with  him  said  if  they  had  secured  the 
certificate  they  would  have  taken  him  to  Tilden  and  allowed  him  to 
work  with  them. 

I  refused  to  serve  on  the  Board  any  longer  because  the  bills  we 
sent  in  for  wages  and  expenses  were  not  paid.  A  man  with  a  family 
and  who  has  nothing  but  his  wages  as  a  miner  who  is  asked  to  serve 
on  such  a  committee  cannot  serve  without  pay.  We  cannot  afford  to 
pay  train  fare  and  hotel  bills.  We  had  six  men  the  first  meeting  in 
April.  They  came  from  West  Virginia.  The  supposition  was  that 
they  were  going  to  scab.  They  worked  three  days  in  the  mines  before 
the  first  of  April.  At  the  first  meeting  in  April  they  came  before  the 
Board  and  asked  for  certificates.  They  said  they  were  going  to  work. 
We  turned  down  every  one  of  them  and  paid  our  own  expenses,  al- 
though we  were  on  strike.  The  intention  was  to  have  those  men 
scab.  If  the  law  will  compel  the  men  to  take  the  examination  in 
their  own  counties  this  matter  will  be  remedied.  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  a  law  that  will  permit  men  to  go  from  one  board  to  another  to  get 
certificates. 

Delegate  Dove — I  heartily  endorse  the  statement  made  by  Brother 
McDonald.  I  happen  to  be  on  the  the  board  in  my  county.  We  are 
thoroughly  prepared  for  the  examinations.  Our  books  cost  us  about 
$26  each.  We  have  had  a  number  of  men  come  before  us  who  were 
turned  down.  We  have  a  machine,  a  blackboard  and  everything  neces- 
saiy  to  examine  the  men  thoroughly.  Every  man  who  comes  before  the 
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board  has  his  records  made  out.  Any  man  who  serves  on  the  examin- 
ing board  can  get  his  pay.  We  have  never  had  any  trouble  to  get  our 
pay  if  we  do  not  issue  enough  certificates  to  get  it.  We  make  out  our 
bills,  the  county  judge  signs  them  and  the  money  comes  to  us  from  the 
State  Treasurer. 

I  heartily  endorse  the  statement  of  Brother  McDonald  that  the 
boards  should  be  more  strict.  We  were  the  first  men  to  have  the  law 
tested.  We  had  a  mine  boss  and  a  miner  arrested.  A  young  man 
worked  there  with  his  father  who  did  not  have  a  certificate.  We  had 
him  and  the  boss  arrested.  I  believe  the  boss  paid  $100  fine.  A  month 
age  I  had  a  man  arrested  in  my  county,  and  he  is  now  under  $300  bond 
to  appear  before  the  grand  jury.  Last  winter  I  had  another  man  ar- 
rested and  put  in  jail.  The  state's  attorney  has  him  under  bond.  We 
never  fail  to  arrest  a  man  who  comes  before  the  board  and  makes  a 
false  affidavit.  Three  or  four  weeks  ago  the  pit  committee  came  to 
me  and  said  there  was  a  man  in  the  mines  who  was  not  a  miner.  They 
gave  me  his  name  and  I  went  to  the  records  and  found  his  answers. 
He  had  secured  his  certificate  under  false  pretenses.  He  swore  before 
the  board  that  he  had  had  two  and  a  half  years  experience  in  the 
mines  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  slipped  into  the  mines  and  had 
worked  three  days.  Nobody  seemed  to  know  anything  about  him 
After  a  few  days  the  checkweighman  got  onto  him.  He  was  loading 
on  his  buddy's  number.  The  pit  committeeman  told  the  checkweign- 
man  he  was  not  a  miner.  The  committee  came  to  me  and  told  me 
about  it.  I  hunted  up  his  affidavit,  went  to  the  state's  attorney  and 
told  him  to  file  information  against  the  man.  I  went  to  the  mine  and 
told  the  pit  committee  to  let  him  go  down.  I  then  went  to  town,  got  the 
sheriff  and  phoned  down  to  the  committee  to  bring  the  man  on  top. 
The  sheriff  took  him  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  his  testimony  was 
heard  and  the  justice  put  him  under  bond  of  $300  to  appear  before  the 
grand  jury.  We  are  as  strict  as  we  can  be.  We  have  the  state  mine 
inspector  there  to  examine  our  books.  We  have  a  nice  office  and 
everything  in  good  shape.  We  have  an  interpreter  who  is  under  oath 
the  same  as  we  are. 

Delegate  Charillo — In  my  county  the  examining  board  issues  a  cer- 
tificate to  any  man  who  is  supposed  to  have  worked  two  years  in  the 
mines.  We  have  only  two  men  on  our  board,  and  when  a  man  goes 
to  ask  for  a  certificate  if  he  has  one  or  two  witnesses  a  certificate 
is  issued. 

President  Walker — When  the  law  went  into  effect  the  understand- 
ing was  that  any  man  who  had  been  a  miner  for  two  years  would  get 
a  certificate.  Since  that  time,  while  he  has  to  have  two  years'  exper- 
ience in  the  mine,  he  has  in  addition  to  pass  an  examination. 
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Delegate  Charillo — Men  go  before  that  board  and  without  being 
asked  any  questions  they  are  given  certificates.  They  are  asked  how 
long  they  have  been  digging  coal,  and  if  they  say  they  have  been 
digging  coal  two  years  they  get  a  certificate  by  paying  a  dollar.  One 
of  the  two  men  on  the  board  works  at  the  face  and  the  other  works  at 
company  work.  A  man  from  any  county  who  comes  there  has  only  to 
take  a  iriend  with  him  to  say  he  has  been  digging  coal  two  years  and 
he  is  given  a  certificate.  I  think  that  is  wrong.  These  men  are  sent 
down  into  the  mines  and  they  can  not  even  put  up  a  prop  or  do  any 
of  the  work  of  a  miner.  When  we  complain  to  the  boss  he  will  say, 
"Well,  they  have  certificates  as  practical  miners." 

Delegate  Helmer — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  serve  on  that 
board  a  man  was  asked  what  a  door  was  for  and  he  said  "For  the 
trapper  to  open  and  the  driver  to  pass,"  and  he  got  his  certificate? 

Delegate  Charillo — That  is  so,  but  the  man  did  not  get  the  certifi- 
cate. 

President  Walker — This  has  developed  into  a  discussion  of  the 
experiences  of  mining  boards.  From  now  on  delegates  discussing  the 
question  will  be  either  for  or  against  the  adoption  of  the  motion  be- 
fore the  convention. 

Delegate  Quinn  (P.  E.) — I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  brother 
from  Sparta  in  regard  to  protecting  some  of  the  honest  boards.  I  do 
not  think  the  pit  committees  have  always  given  the  boards  that  are 
honest  their  protection.  At  the  mine  I  was  working  in  we  collected 
about  twenty-seven  certificates  in  six  weeks  from  different  members 
who  had  passed  the  examination  in  that  district  who  were  not  prac- 
tical miners.  The  way  we  had  to  get  them  was  to  take  them  into  a 
place  and  give  them  a  practical  test.  That  protects  the  honest  boards, 
and  they  can  not  go  from  one  county  and  get  into  others  where  there 
are  dishonest  boards. 

While  the  powder  commission  was  going  through  the  southern 
part  of  the  state  we  found  in  one  mine  two  men  working  without  cer- 
tificates. They  had  been  working  for  three  weeks.  We  called  the 
attention  of  the  mine  manager  to  the  fact.  I  believe  the  pit  committee 
and  the  members  should  protect  themselves  at  the  mines.  If  those 
examiners  have  a  tendency  to  be  corrupt  and  are  giving  certificates 
to  all  the  men  who  go  before  them,  if  they  know  that  the  men  in  the 
mines  will  see  that  the  men  who  come  there  with  certificates  are 
given  a  practical  test  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  those  men  to  go 
into  other  counties.  If  boards  in  other  counties  give  certificates  to 
incompetent  men,  if  the  pit  committee  will  go  to  the  judges  and  cite 
what  such  boards  are  doing  it  will  be  a  protection  to  the  honest  boards. 
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J  know  that  members  of  boards  in  different  paits  of  the  state  have 
not  received  their  expenses  for  serving.  I  believe  those  men  ought 
to  be  protected.  I  think  there  are  several  amendments  that  ought  to 
be  made  to  the  Qualification  Act  to  protect  the  members.  We  have 
found  men  who  were  practical  miners  in  the  northern  field,  who 
worked  there  six  or  seven  years,  who  came  down  here  to  apply  for 
certificates.  They  have  to  answer  twelve  questions  before  they  can  go 
into  the  mines. 

A  Delegate — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Delegate  Quinn  has  ex- 
ceeded his  time. 

Delegate  Hall — I  move  that  Brother  Quinn's  time  be  extended. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Quinn — I  have  but  little  more  to  say  on  the  certificate 
question.  I  believe  certificates  would  be  a  great  protection  to  the 
miners  if  they  were  compelled  to  pass  an  examination  all  over  the 
state.  New  men  have  come  into  the  long  wall  mines  in  the  last  six  or 
seven  years.  They  have  obtained  certificates  in  that  part  of  the  field, 
bul  if  they  come  to  this  part  of  the  district  they  will  be  endangering 
the  lives  of  our  members.  They  do  not  know  the  danger  of  handling 
powder.  They  do  not  know  how  to  judge  shots  properly.  In  other  fields 
we  have  gaseous  mines  that  some  of  these  people  know  nothing  about. 
They  go  in  there  and  have  access  to  any  amount  of  powder  they  want 
to  use  and  endanger  the  lives  of  the  other  men.  A  man  should  be  re- 
quired to  answer  the  necessary  questions  to  the  committee  where  he 
applies  for  work.  If  he  has  a  certificate  from  the  northern  field  it  does 
not  follow  that  he  will  be  able  to  do  the  work  in  one  of  our  mines. 
If  he  is  not  able  to  answer  the  necessary  questions  before  the  com- 
mittee he  should  be  put  under  the  protection  of  a  practical  miner  un- 
til he  can  answer  them.  We  find  that  men  go  from  this  district  to 
the  southern  part  of  the  state,  and  while  they  know  how  to  judge  the 
amount  of  powder  to  use  they  do  not  know  the  gaseous  condition  of  the 
mines  and  they  endanger  the  lives  of  the  men  in  those  particular  mines. 
We  ought  to  ask  for  several  amendments  to  the  qualification  law. 

Delegate  Hutton — You  stated  that  men  who  have  dug  coal  in  the 
north  for  six  or  seven  years  are  not  qualified  to  dig  coal  anywhere  in 
the  state. 

Delegate  Quinn — I  certainy  do.  I  have  known  men  who  worked  in 
the  long  wall  mines  for  forty  years  and  when  they  were  taken  in  to 
place  a  shot  they  could  not  judge  the  amount  of  powder  without  in- 
structions from  practical  men. 

Delegate  Hutton — What  part  of  the  field  did  those  men  come  from? 
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Delegate  Quinn — Around  Braidwood,  Ladd  and  that  district.  They 
have  had  practical  experience  in  that  sort  of  mining.  They  could  pass 
the  examination,  but  we  thought  for  our  protection  they  ought  to  be 
under  the  protection  of  a  practical  miner. 

Delegate  Baxeldane — There  is  a  great  deal  of  danger  in  the  mines 
on  account  of  impractical  men.  A  miner  came  from  the  town  of  Ma- 
rissa  to  the  town  of  Tilden  to  work  in  the  Jones'  mine.  He  had  a  cer- 
tificate showing  nineteen  years'  experience.  When  he  started  to  work 
the  committee  asked  for  his  union  card.  He  produced  it  from  an- 
other mine.  It  stated  that  he  had  a  few  weeks'  experience  as  a  top 
hand.  The  certificate  showed  that  he  had  nineteen  years'  experience 
as  a  miner.  When  he  went  down  into  the  mine  he  actually  did  not 
know  how  to  light  his  lamp.  One  of  the  miners  went  to  him  and  tola 
him  he  ought  to  light  his  lamp.  The  man  proceeded  along  with  the 
fire  boss  of  that  mine.  The  fire  boss  took  him  to  his  place.  He  knocked 
around  there  all  day  and  then  came  out.  The  second  day  it  was  the 
same,  he  had  loaded  no  coal.  He  brought  out  his  drills  and  said  they 
were  not  sharp.  He  took  them  to  the  blacksmith.  The  blacksmith 
laughed  and  said  they  were  all  right.  He  went  back  the  third  day.  He 
had  not  as  yet  loaded  any  coal  or  prepared  a  shot.  The  committee  and 
the  shot  firers  talked  the  matter  over  and  then  went  to  the  mine  boss. 
They  asked  if  the  man  was  a  practical  miner.  They  thought  he  was 
not.  The  mine  boss  stated  the  man  had  produced  a  certificate  showing 
nineteen  years'  experience.  The  committee  said  that  from  all  accounts 
hs  had  never  had  any  experience  whatever  in  a  coal  mine,  that  h3 
was  knocking  around  like  a  lost  dog.  The  boss  said  he  could  not  take 
any  action.  He  said  that  the  examiners  had  given  him  this  certificate 
showing  nineteen  years'  experience  and  we  ought  to  take  action  with 
them.  He  said  as  long  as  the  man  was  there  he  would  have  an  op- 
portunity to  work.  The  man  collected  his  tools  and  moved  from  one 
place  to  another.   I  believe  he  is  working  there  at  the  present  time. 

At  our  last  meeting  we  wrote  a  letter  to  the  examining  board.  I 
made  a  motion  that  we  send  a  fac  simile  of  the  certificate  and  a  de- 
scription of  the  man  to  the  examining  board.  We  wanted  to  know  if 
he  had  secured  a  certificate  from  that  board.  Up  to  the  time  I  came 
here  we  had  not  heard  anything  about  it.  It  has  been  rumored  that 
the  certificate  was  given  to  the  man  by  a  friend  and  that  he  was  using 
it.  It  was  said  that  after  he  gave  it  to  the  mine  boss  it  was  given 
back  to  the  original  owner.  I  think  these  things  should  be  looked 
into.  If  there  is  -one  of  the  examining  board  members  of  that  dis- 
trict here  I  would  like  to  have  him  give  evidence  as  to  how  that  man 
got  his  certificate. 


Delegate  Dougal — Would  it  be  in  order  to  amend  the  resolution? 
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President  Walker — That  will  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Delegate  Dougal— I  move  you  that  each  delegate  notify  the  mining 
board  that  if  they  do  not  live  up  to  the  law  and  what  it  is  intended 
to  mean,  that  the  district  officers  be  notified  and  action  be  taken  ta 
remove  them.    I  think  that  will  help  somewhat.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  King  (B.) — In  our  county  we  are  making  miners  pretty 
fast  all  the  year  around.  Sometimes  they  make  as  many  as  eighty  of 
them  at  a  sitting.  Men  will  come  in  there,  try  to  get  certificates  and  if 
they  fail  will  go  to  other  counties.  We  have  a  good  board  and  it  is 
doing  the  best  it  can  under  the  law.  The  men  bring  interpreters  with 
them,  and  I  think  it  is  the  interpreters  who  get  examined  instead  of 
the  miners.  The  board  members  inform  me  that  the  men  who  cannot 
talk  English  will  pass  a  better  examination  than  those  who  can.  The 
interpreters  get  paid  for  coming  with  the  men  before  the  board.  They 
get  a  great  deal  of  money  out  of  it  and  they  handicap  the  board.  The 
law  does  not  allow  the  board  to  have  interpreters.  I  have  found  out 
now  a  way  to  get  rid  of  them.  We  can  turn  our  examining  board  into  a 
steering  committee  to  steer  those  men  who  come  from  across  the  water 
and  try  to  get  into  our  mines  into  the  Springfield  District  to  get 
trained  to  take  care  of  their  own  lives. 

A  Delegate — Brother  Quinn  stated  that  if  a  man  goes  into  a  mine 
the  committee  should  see  that  he  gets  a  practical  test.  He  says  if  a 
miner  who  has  no  certificate  goes  into  the  mine  he  should  have  a 
test. 

Delegate  Quinn — If  a  man  without  a  certificate  is  allowed  to  go  in- 
to the  mine  by  the  boss  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  notify  tha 
sheriff  and  have  him  arrested. 

A  Delegate — Inform  the  state  inspector  and  he  will  enforce  the 

law. 

President  Walker — Sometimes. 

A  Delegate — -We  have  done  it  and  he  has  taken  up  the  case.  The 
inspector  is  supposed  to  see  that  the  law  is  carried  out. 

Delegate  Roach — I  have  here  a  letter  from  the  local  union  I  de- 
sire to  read. 

President  Walker — Has  it  any  bearing  on  the  matter  under  consid- 
eration? If  it  does  not  pertain  to  the  question  under  discussion  it  will 
not  be  in  order. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  debate  close. 
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Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — I  asked  the  floor  before  the  motion  to  close 
debate  was  made. 

Presldeni  Walker — The  brother  who  made  the  motion  to  close 
the  debate  has  arisen  several  times.  The  chair  could  not  tell  what 
he  arose  for. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  rise  for  information.  Has  the  pit  committee 
a  right  to  insist  on  seeing  a  man's  certificate? 

President  Walker — Certainly;  and  if  they  think  he  has  received  it 
under  false  pretenses  they  have  a  right  to  put  him  to  a  test. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — Does  this  apply  to  men  who  are  going  around 
and  buying  certificates  for  these  men  at  $25  apiece,  as  was  done  in 
Springfield  last  year? 

President  Walker — Debate  has  been  closed. 

Delegate  Davis  (F) — I  want  to  know  about  the  man  who  went 
around  instructing  the  men  to  get  cards  for  them  for  $25  each.  Has 
anything  been  done  to  him? 

President  Walker — I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Delegate  Lowe — Has  the  committee  a  right  to  collect  certificates? 

President  Walker — No,  but  they  have  a  right  to  see  the  certificates. 

Delegate  Lowe — That  right  has  been  denied  our  pit  committee. 

President  Walker — Under  the  constitution  they  have  that  right. 

Delegate  Quinn — Suppose  the  pit  committee  has  been  instructed 
by  the  local  union  to  withhold  the  certificates  of  new  members,  where 
the  company  has  been  in  the  habit  of  not  collecting  them,  would  it 
not  have  a  tendenc  y  to  keep  the  men  honest  in  that  respect? 

President  Walker — I  expect  it  would. 

Delegate  Quinn — In  mines  around  here  where  the  company  has  not 
collected  the  certificates  the  certificates  have  appeared  in  different 
mines. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  desire  information. 

President  Walker—There  seems  to  be  an  inquisitive  bunch  here 
this  morning. 

Delegate  Helmer — Under  the  qualification  law  that  is  now  in 
force  has  a  practical  miner  with  a  certificate  a  right  to  take  an  in- 
experienced man  in  with  him? 
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President  Walker — Yes,  one. 

A  Delegate — What  effect  will  the  amendment,  if  carried,  have  on 
the  former  motion? 

Delegate  King — But  the  union  must  charge  that  man  $50  to  get 
him  in. 

A  Delegate — I  would  like  to  ask  how  many  men  are  allowed  to 
go  into  the  room  of  an  examining  board  at  one  time? 

Delegate  Quinn — Only  one. 

Delegate  Evans — Does  our  constitution  allow  a  member  to  take  a 
man  to  the  face  to  work  with  him  who  is  not  a  practical  miner  or  has 
not  complied  with  our  law  requiring  him  to  work  two  years  as  a 
bottom  laborer? 

President  Walker — Under  the  law  he  would  have  that  right;  under 
the  constitution  he  would  not. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Dougal  was  carried,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  M^as  adopted. 

Delegate  Lewis  (J.  L.) — As  we  have  been  discussing  matters  of 
legislation  this  morning,  if  there  are  no  objections  I  would  like  to 
bring  before  the  convention  for  consideration  a  matter  vitally  affect- 
ing our  organization. 

President  Walker — Let  us  hear  it  and  we  will  decide  whether  we 
will  consider  it. 

Delegate  Lewis — A  bill  has  recently  been  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  has  just  been  returned  from  the  printer.  As 
stated  by  the  officials  of  our  organization,  on  several  occasions  the 
Coal  Operators'  Association  of  Illinois  and  the  twin  brother  of  that 
association,  the  Illinois  Manufacturers'  Association,  the  Citizens'  Al- 
liance and  other  organizations  devoted  to  the  interests  of  those  people, 
have  been  making  an  attempt  to  put  the  trades  union  movement  of 
Illinois  into  a  position  where  the  power  and  influence  will  be  nil.  They 
have  been  working  assiduously  since  the  campaign  last  fall  and  they 
have  left  no  stone  unturned  to  accomplish  that  purpose. 

President  Walker  stated  in  his  report  that  a  committee  of  five 
was  working  for  the  operators'  association  trying  to  get  certain  laws 
that  are  on  the  statute  books  repealed.  We  know  the  vicious  attack 
that  was  made  on  the  Qualification  Law  and  how  they  failed  to  get 
that  bill  declared  unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state. 
Now  they  have  introduced  through  one  of  their  henchmen  in  the  legis- 
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lature  a  bill  so  far-reaching  that  if  it  is  enacted  into  a  law  it  will 
practically  mean  the  annihilation  of  the  organizations  of  the  state. 
I  have  a  copy  in  my  hand.  It  was  introduced  hy  D.  J.  Sullivan  of  the 
27th  district,  Cook  county,  and  is  known  as  House  Bill  128.  I  want  to 
read  the  hill  and  let  you  see  for  yourselves  what  it  means  to  the  labor 
movement  of  this  state. 

HOU;SE  BILL  NO.  108. 
Introduced  by  Mr.  D.  J.  Sullivan,  January  31,  1911. 

Read  by  title,  ordered  printed  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Ju- 
diciary, (when  appointed.) 

A  BILL 

For  an  Act  in  relation  to  the  crime  of  conspiracy. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
represented  in  the  General  Assembly:  That  if  two  or  more  persons 
conspire  and  agree  together  to  in  any  manner  discriminate  between 
persons  seeking  employment  on  account  of  the  persons  so  seeking  em- 
ployment being  members  of  any  organization  or  society,  or  to  cause 
inquiries  to  be  made  of,  or  applications  to  be  signed  by,  such  persons 
seeking  employment  respecting  their  membership  in  any  organization 
or  society,  with  a  view  to  impairing  the  opportunities  of  such  persons 
to  obtain  employment,  or  to  blacklist  or  boycott  such  persons,  the  per- 
sons so  conspiring  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  $100  and 
not  more  than  $5,000,  and  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary  or 
county  jail  not  exceeding  two  years,  the  time  and  place  of  confinement 
and  the  amount  of  the  fine  to  be  determined  by  the  jury  trying  the 
cause. 

Delegate  Lewis — Stripped  of  legal  verbiage,  the  bill  means  that  it 
will  put  the  trades  unions  of  this  state  in  a  position  where  their  power 
and  influence  will  amount  to  absolutely  nothing.  If  adopted  it  will 
deny  the  labor  unions  of  this  state  the  right  to  do  peaceful  picketing,  it 
will  deny  them  the  right  to  keep  any  man  from  working  for  any  firm  or 
corporation  of  this  state  if  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  organization.  It 
will  mean  that  if  any  of  our  members  attempt  in  any  manner  to  in- 
fluence or  dissuade  men  from  going  to  work  under  non-union  conditions 
they  will  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  two  years  or  a  flne  of  $5,000. 

That  bill  has  been  introduced  and  is  receiving  the  backing  of  the 
interests  before  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  trades  unions 
of  this  state  in  a  position  where  they  can  do  nothing  in  case  of  a 
strike.    If  this  bill  should  be  enacted  into   law  it  would  mean  that  the 
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coal  operators  of  the  state  would  have  us  absolutely  at  their  mercy 
when  we  go  to  make  a  contract  one  year  hence.  I  would  like  to  see  the 
convention  repudiate  that  bill  by  a  rising  vote.  Let  the  fact  be  known 
throughout  the  state  that  any  man  voting  for  that  bill  will  be  branded 
as  an  enemy  of  organized  labor,  and  if  he  seeks  re-election  he  will  cer^ 
tainly  receive  the  condemnation  and  be  refused  the  support  of  tVe 
trades  unionists  of  the  state.  I  would  like  to  see  the  convention  T-e- 
pudiate  in  the  strongest  terms  this  attempt  of  those  interests  to  put 
the  trades  unions  in  such  a  position. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  that  the  convention  go  on  record  in  op- 
position to  the  bill  read  by  Delegate  Lewis,  and  that  we  brand  any 
man  who  favors  it  as  an  enemy  of  organized  labor.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  would  add  as  an  amendment  that  if  anv 
union  man  votes  for  a  man  who  favors  that  bill  that  he  be  thrown  out 
of  the  organization. 

President  Walker — If  two  of  you  were  organized  and  you  came  on 
strike  and  attempted  to  influence  any  man  from  taking  your  job,  you 
could  be  fined  from  $100  to  $5,000. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  at- 
tention of  all  other  organized  men  in  the  state  be  called  to  this  action, 
and  that  they  be  requested  to  make  a  protest  also.  (Seconded  and 
carried. ) 

The  motion  as  amended  was  adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote. 

President  Walker — The  Special  Committee  to  consider  appeals  is 
ready  to  report  on  the  cases  of  those  two  blind  men,  who  are  here  oj 
their  own  resources.  It  is  a  burden  on  them  to  stay  here,  and  if  the  -e 
are  no  objections  the  committee  will  now  report.  Hearing  none,  it  is 
so  ordered. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS  FOR  AID. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  for  the  Special  Committee,  reported  as  fol 
lows : 

February  25,  1911. 

We,  your  commitee  appointed  to  consider  the  appeals  for  aid  b?- 
fore  this  convention,  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following: 

We  recommend  that  the  two  brothers  who  are  afflicted  with  blind- 
ness be  given  the  sum  of  $35.00  each.  We  further  recommend  that  any 
mine  worker  in  District  12,  in  good  standing,  and  similarly  afflicted,  be 
given  the  same  amount,  providing  he  or  they  apply  during  the  ses- 
Bions  of  this  convention. 
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We  further  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $200.00  be  donated  to  the 
striking  E.  Z.  Paper  Bag  workers  of  Taylorville,  111.,  and  also  recom- 
mend that  all  delegates  use  their  influence  in  their  local  unions  to 
secure  donations  to  support  the  strikers  until  they  are  victorious. 

(Signed)    BENJAMIN  KING, 
DAVE  WILSON, 
W.  C.  KIELHORN, 

committee. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Stroud — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  (U- 
vided.    There  are  two  propositions.    (Seconded  and  carriea.) 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  donation  to  blind 
members  was  read  and  the  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  it  b 
adopted. 

Delegate  Stroud- — I  oppose  the  recommendation  of  the  committer. 
The  consticution  provides  that  brothers  who  are  afflicted  with  blind- 
ness shall  receive  $150.  It  was  stated  here  yesterday  that  one  of  the 
brothers  had  received  that  amount.  Another  objection  I  have  to  the 
committee's  report  is  that  the  brothers  who  are  here,  one  of  them 
by  invitation,  have  an  advantage  over  brothers  similarly  afflicted  wh'> 
are  not  here.  It  favors  the  brothers  who  are  afflicted  with  blindnesd 
and  debars  members  who  are  otherwise  incapacitated  from  receiving 
consideration  from  this  convention. 

Delegate  Thomas — I  object  to  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee. We  have  other  brothers  in  the  state  who  are  afflicted  in  the 
same  way,  and  a  number  of  them  are  unable  to  get  here.  They  ha^'e 
not  been  notified  to  send  in  an  appeal  for  assistance.  We  have  broth- 
ers in  the  Danville  District,  which  I  represent  in  part,,  who  are  blind 
and  in  destitute  circumstances.  I  am  in  favor  of  helping  the  blind 
brothers,  but  I  want  them  all  treated  alike.  I  would  like  to  amend  that 
the  amount  be  paid  to  every  blind  member  in  good  standing,  as  well  as 
to  these  two. 

Delegate  Helmer — Is  a  motion  in  order? 

President  Walker — Yes. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  that  we  strike  out  "$35"  and  provide 
that  all  those  men  who  have  not  received  the  $150  get  $100,  theso 
brothers  to  be  included.  The  brother  I  spoke  of  has  not  received  $150 
from  the  organization  because  he  lost  his  sight  six  years  ago. 

President  Walker — The  men  who  have  gone  blind  since  the  con- 
stitution was  amended  have  received  $150  each  from  the  organization. 
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Delegate  King  (B.) — Yesterday  this  question  came  up  and  objec- 
tion was  raised  to  those  two  men  getting  anything  from  the  convention 
that  others  did  not  get.  The  motion  adopted  was  that  a  committee  b3 
appointed  to  bring  in  some  report  in  regard  to  those  who  appealed  to 
the  convention  for  aid.  The  committee  brought  in  a  report  in  accor- 
dance with  that  motion.  You  say  there  are  blind  brothers  who  cannot 
get  here.  It  was  reported  yesterday  that  some  of  these  people  applied 
^0  the  convention  and  were  turned  down.  They  have  friends  here  who 
can  appeal  for  them.  If  you  want  to  give  them  more  than  we  recom- 
mend and  you  have  lots  of  money  to  spend  you  can  do  it.  We  have 
made  our  recommendation. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  dalegates  from 
the  soutnern  field  where  one  of  these  men  comes  from.  Brother  Uhles 
might  explain. 

Delegate  Uhles — I  am  in  favor  of  giving  these  men  any  help  pos- 
sible; but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  giving  it  to  a  man  who  will  spend  the 
money  for  drink.  If  a  blind  man  who  has  a  family  will  spend  his 
money  for  booze  and  not  give  tl^em  any  benefit  of  it  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  donating  «'^,ny  money  to  him.  I  understand  one  of  the  blind  brothers 
is  from  the  c-ub-district  where  I  live.  The  delegates  have  informed  me 
that  he  has  been  given  money  and  has  spent  in  for  drink.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  has  a  family  or  not.  If  he  has,  and  the  convention 
donates  money,  I  would  be  in  favor  of  giving  it  to  his  family. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  This  is  no  local 
option  fight. 

President  Walker — The  brother  was  not  making  a  fight  for  local 
option,  consequently  your  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken.  I  want  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  convention  to  the  fact  that  it  has  already  cost 
more  to  discuss  this  question  than  it  would  have  cost  to  give  the  men 
what  the  first  motion  called  for. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  move  to  strike  out  "$35,"  insert  "$50," 
and  provide  that  the  application  of  each  brother  v/ho  is  blind  who  has 
not  received  the  donation  of  $150  from  our  state  treasury  be  referred  to 
our  district  Executive  Board  with  instructions  to  have  them  make  a 
thorough  investigation  during  the  ensuing  year  to  see  if  they  are 
entitled  to  it.  (Seconded.) 

There  are  men  in  my  district  who  are  in  good  standing  in  this 
organization  who  lost  their  sight  before  this  law  went  into  effect. 
They  were  too  manly  to  send  in  an  application  for  the  benefit.  They 
would  not  tell  a  lie  about  it.  They  have  made  appeals  several  times. 
They  have  families  to  support  and  do  not  spend  their  money  for 
.ocze,  but  for  the  necessities  of. life.  That  will  give  justice  to  every 
member  who  is  afilictei  in  this  way. 
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Delegate  Storme — I  do  not  propose  to  help  any  man  who  drinks. 
One  of  the  brothers  who  has  appealed  for  aid  came  to  our  local  some 
months  ago  with  an  application  signed  by  a  local  union  at  DuQuoin. 
We  donated  $10.  He  said  he  wanted  to  go  to  St.  Louis  and  see  an 
eye  specialist.  Before  work  time  next  morning  he  was  absolutely 
drunk.  He  had  occasion  to  come  back  to  our  town  during  the  week 
and  every  time  he  came  he  was  drunk.  I  don't  propose  to  help  a  man 
who  spends  money  in  that  way. 

Delegate  Baxeldane — I  move  to  close  debate.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

President  Walker — State  your  amendment,  Delegate  Evans. 

Delegate  Evans — My  amendment  strikes  out  $35  and  inserts  $50. 
It  gives  a  chance  to  every  blind  brother  who  is  in  good  standing  in 
thio  stote  who  is  a  member  of  the  organization  who  became  b'  ' ,f 
before  the  law  went  into  effect  a  chance  to  send  in  his  application 
the  State  Executive  Board  during  the  ensuing  yeai.  That  cuts  out  the 
blind  members  who  have  already  received  $150.  The  Executive  Board 
to  have  full  authority  to  make  a  thorough  investigation. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  rise  to  move  to  table  the  amendment  of  Dele- 
♦  gate  Evans. 

President  Walker — You  are  not  in  order.   Debate  has  been  closed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Evans  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  was 
carried  by  a  vote  of  109  in  the  affirmative  to  54  in  the  negative. 

Pi-esident  Walker — The  report  of  the  committee  is  adopted. 

Secretary  McDonald — In  the  interest  of  preserving  the  funds  of 
the  organization  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  right  to  withhold  the  $35 
mentioned  in  the  case  of  the  delegate  from  the  southern  part  of  the 
state. 

Delegae  Uhles — I  move  that  an  investigation  be  made  before  the 
money  is  paid  to  that  brother,  and  that  discretionary  power  be  vested 
in  the  board  in  the  matter.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

A  Delegate — If  appeals  come  from  other  fields  will  they  be  recog- 
nized? 

President  Walker — If  turned  in  during  this  convention.  There 
is  no  stipulation  in  the  report  as  to  whether  the  men  have  received  the 
$150  or  not. 
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A  Delegate — There  is  a  brother  who  belongs  to  717,  Marion,  who 
has  received  the  $150.  Now  he  is  going  from  local  to  local  getting 
money  to  live  on.  He  does  not  receive  enough  to  live  on.  He  asked 
me  to  make  an  appeal.    Can  we  send  in  an  application  for  him? 

President  Walker — I  take  it  the  committee  meant  that  the  re- 
quest must  come  from  him. 

Secretary  McDonald — ^Was  it  intended  that  this  be  paid  to  all  mem- 
bers who  apply  whether  they  receive  the  total  disability  pension  or 
not? 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — ^No.    If  they  had  received  the  $150  they 
were  not  supposed  to  apply  again. 

Delegate  Helmer — Any  brother  who  has  received  the  $150  will  not 
be  entitled  to  the  $35? 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.)— No. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  portion  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee relating  to  the  strike  at  the  E.  Z.  Paper  Bag  Opener  Company. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  adopted. 

Delegate  Saunders — I  move  to  amend  the  report  of  the  committee 
by  making  the  amount  $500,  instead  of  $200.  (Seconded.) 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  made  a  statement  here  a  while  ago  that 
some  of  the  men  did  not  understand.  If  there  are  no  objections  I 
would  like  to  clear  it  up.  Somebody  made  a  statement  outside  about 
what  I  said  in  the  convention.  That  statement  was  not  correct.  1  < 
made  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  examining  boards.  I  asked  if  they 
would  be  protected  from  those  people  who  go  around  instructing  men 
The  same  man  who  did  that  in  the  Springfield  District  sold  cards  to 
two  men  in  Decatur.  I  had  the  interpreter  at  the  office  who  made  the 
statement.  He  said  this  Italian  was  educating  men,  and  securing  ce'*- 
tificates  for  them,  and  they  gave  him  $50  for  the  two  cards.  I  turned 
the  cards  over  to  Secretary  Clark  of  the  Springfield  District.  If  any 
man  comes  to  my  district  from  this  place  I  will  investigate  and  send 
the  cards  bacK  if  anything  is  wrong. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — There  is  one  more  application  for  assist- 
ance. It  comes  from  a  church.  We  did  not  consider  that  application. 
We  did  not  believe  we  had  a  right  to  bring  it  here. 
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Resolution  No.  74. 

Whereas,  The  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  in  convention  assembled  passed  a 
resolution  demanding  the  release  of  Preston  and  Smith,  two  bona  fide 
working  men,  who  are  now  in  the  Nevada  State  Penitentiary  for  de 
fending  the  interests  of  their  class;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Convention  of  Illinois  concur  in  thi3 
resolution. 

(Signed)    NICK  FALCETTI,  President, 
JAS.  MASON,  Secretary, 
PHILIP  L.  VEAL, 

T.  J.  Mcdonald. 

President  Walker — The  subject  matter  has  been  covered  by  pre- 
Tious  action  of  the  convention.  If  there  are  no  objections  the  resolu- 
tion will  be  made  part  of  the  records  and  we  will  go  on  with  the  rest  of 
the  report. 

Resolution  No.  75. 

Whereas,  We  commend  our  brothers  who  are  waging  such  a  noble 
struggle  in  the  Irwin  Field  of  Pennsylvania,  Nova  Scotia,  Tuscarawas, 
Ohio,  and  in  Colorado,  as  we  fully  appreciate  what  it  means  and  the 
^reat  suffering  it  entails;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  agitate  for  a  time  when  a  few  hours  will  be 
long  enough  to  make  a  strike  effective,  and  when  one  strike  will  bring 
industrial  emancipation  for  our  class. 

PHILIP  L.  VEAL,  Delegate, 
JAMES  MASON,  Secretary, 
NICK  FALCETTI,  President. 

The  committee  non-concurred  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Keating — 1  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
-committee.    (jSeconded  and  carried.) 

Eesotution  No.  77. 

Whereas,  There  has  for  sometime  been  a  movement  on  foot  in 
the  Pittsburg  district  of  Pennsylvania — a  plot  as  villianous  and  deep- 
dyed  as  any  ever  concocted  by  any  band  of  pirates  or  blackhanders 
that  ever  disgraced  a  community  by  their  presence;  and, 

Wbereas,  This  band,  masquerading  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  a 
^'Vigilance  Committe-e,"  have  for  sometime  past  been  expending  vast 
sums  of  money  in  a  dastardly  attempt  to  crucify  honest  men,  who  have 
been  selecterl  by  the  miners  of  the  Pittsburg  district  as  their  officials; 
^nd, 
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Whereas,  The  source  of  this  slush  fund  is  well  known  to  those 
who  have  taken  the  time  to  investigate  the  matter,  as  the  parties  who 
are  carrying  on  the  campaign  are  well  known  to  our  members  as  men 
who  seldom  work,  and  are  not  in  a  position  to  spend  thousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars  in  this  warfare  that  is  carried  on  in  the  interest 
of  certain  coal  combines,  that  are  being  compelled  to  recognize  that 
the  miners  of  that  district  have  some  rights  that  should  be  respected — 
this  combine  for  years  being  able  to  secure  whatever  they  desired, 
until  the  installation  of  the  present  official  staff  in  that  district,  and 
through  their  secret  service  agents  and  press  representatives,  have 
successfully  resisted  the  efforts  of  the  organized  workers  in  that  dis- 
trict; and. 

Whereas,  There  has  appeared  recently  a  pamphlet  entitled  "Lift- 
ing the  Lid,"  (a  title  so  w611  known  to  those  who  have  attended  our 
recent  conventions  as  to  suggest  the  name  of  the  author)  in  which 
are  contained  some  so-called  affidavits  that  reflect  the  intelligence  of 
an  idiot  or  an  imbecile  so  clearly  that  no  one  but  a  mental  prostitute 
would  attach  his  name  to  such  a  scurrilous  sheet;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  brand  this  document  as  a  deliberate  and  pre- 
meditated plot  to  discredit  honest  men  and  break  up  the  organization 
in  that  district,  and  the  authors  of  same  a  gang  of  disreputable  booze- 
fighters  who  are  being  paid  for  their  dirty,  nefarious  work,  selling 
their  diseased  imaginations,  like  a  Judas,  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  our  support  to  the  men  in  charge  of  the 
organization's  affairs  in  that  district,  believing  them  to  be  men  of 
honesty  and  integrity  and  above  reproach,  and  that  we  condemn  the 
authors  and  signers  of  this  dirty  sheet  as  unfit  to  associate  with  union 
men  and  as  tools  of  a  corporation  in  that  district  that  will  stop  a  noth- 
ing to  accomplish  their  purpose;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  signers  of 
this  document  and  printed  for  general  distribution. 

DUNCAN  MC  DONALD, 
J.  H.  WALKER. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  convention  go  on  record 
as  heartily  endorsing  the  report  of  the  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  motion  be  laid  on  the 
table.  (Lost.) 

Delegate  Dougall — Do  I  understand  that  Secretary  McDonald  intro- 
duced that  resolution? 
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President  Walker — Yes. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  would  like  to  hear  him  make  a  few  remarks 
in  regard  to  the  pamphlet. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  had  intended  to  say  something  in  regard 
to  it.  To  begin  with,  I  want  to  go  back  a  few  years  to  the  time  I  spent 
six  months  in  the  Pittsburg  district  acting  as  an  organizer  under  former 
President  Mitchell.  I  made  a  report  on  this  platform  after  I  came 
back.  My  firm  conviction  is  that  the  men  in  control  of  the  affairs  of 
the  district  organization  at  that  time  were  being  paid  by  the  Pittsburg 
Coal  Company.  I  reached  that  conclusion  after  an  investigation.  I 
found  out  that  a  representative  of  that  coal  company  had  visited  the 
district  office  at  frequent  intervals,  and  after  a  general  conference  in 
the  outer  room  was  taken  into  an  inner  room  by  the  man  who  was  thet. 
president  of  that  district.  What  transpired  there  I  do  not  know.  I  do 
know  that  the  men  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  district  at  that  time 
were  spending  far  in  excess  of  the  salaries  they  received  and  that 
their  every  effort  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of  the  coal  companies.  The 
men  at  one  mine  refused  to  do  some  work  at  the  contract  price  be- 
cause they  had  a  yardage  price.  The  coal  company  called  up  the  dis- 
trict office  and  one  of  the  district  officers  answered  the  'phone  and 
said,  "If  they  don't  do  it  at  the  contract  price  fire  every  one  of  them." 

I  was  there  on  a  double  mission — as  an  organizer  and  inquiring 
into  the  methods  being  employed  by  certain  people  in  that  district. 
Frcm  that  time  on  until  the  present  officials  took  charge  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh District  the  coal  companies  seemed  able  to  get  everything  they 
wanted.  Since  the  present  officials  have  taken  charge  of  the  affairs  of 
the  district  there  has  been  an  attempt  made  by  certain  people  to  put 
them  out  of  business.  Everything  possible  has  been  done  to  accom- 
plish that  end  except  to  murder  those  men.  They  have  ransacked  the 
home  of  President  Feehan  on  two  occasions.  His  house  was  burglarized 
and  while  nothing  was  stolen  they  went  through  the  documents  and 
papers  in  his  possession.  President  Feehan  has  been  advised  by  men 
in  a  position  to  know  what  they  were  talking  about  that  a  price  had 
been  put  on  his  life,  and  was  told  that  he  ought  to  be  exceedingly  caie- 
ful,  because  someone  would  be  paid  to  put  him  out  of  business. 

Now  another  scheme  is  on  foot.  A  man  who  was  formerly  an  In- 
ternational Executive  Board  member — small  in  stature  and  just  as 
small  in  mental  qualifications — got  a  jo  bas  driver  there,  worked  one 
day  as  a  driver  and  then  was  selected  as  Secretary  of  a  "vigilance  com- 
mittee." This  committee  is  made  up  of  men  of  weak  minds,  the  kind 
of  men  who  like  to  stand  up  before  a  bar  and  discuss  labor  matters. 
They  have  signed  a  document  stating  that  certain  men  are  not  good 
union  men,  and  they  have  sent  it  out  over  the  country.    I  understand 
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every  local  union  in  our  organization  has  received  a  copy  of  this  docu- 
ment. I  am  confident  that  not  less  than  $50,000  has  been  expended  in 
that  district  to  put  President  Feehan  and  his  official  colleagues  out  of 
business.  I  want  to  ask  you  if  a  few  men  who  have  been  engaged  in 
mining  are  in  a  position  to  spend  $50,000  for  that  purpose? 

Some  time  ago  when  the  question  of  the  new  explosive  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Pittsburg  District,  it  was  found  that  it  reduced  the 
men's  earning  power  by  shattering  the  coal.  These  men  are  paid  for 
their  coal  after  it  is  screened.  After  the  district  officials  had  made 
every  effort  possible  to  have  the  matter  adjusted  the  men  were  ordered 
on  strike  at  every  mine  where  the  company  persisted  in  using  this  new 
explosive  without  paying  the  men  anything  extra  for  the  breakage  of 
the  coal.  Immediately  after  the  strike  was  ordered  and  the  men  had 
lain  down  their  tools  they  were  ordered  by  International  President 
Lewis  to  go  back  to  work.  From  the  experience  I  had  in  that  district 
and  the  information  I  have  received  since,  if  the  facts  of  the  case  are 
ever  published  in  the  Pittsburg  District  it  will  be  one  of  the  blackest 
pages  in  labor's  history. 

The  reason  I  introduced  the  resolution  is  because  I  feel  those  men 
over  there  who  are  being  fought  by  one  of  the  largest  combinations  in 
this  country,  a  corporation  that  will  stop  at  nothing  so  far  as  money  is 
concerned,  have  done  nothing  but  protect  the  best  interests  of  the 
miners  of  the  Pittsburg  District.  1  feel  it  is  our  duty  to  render  what 
assistance  we  can  to  protect  those  men  and  the  organization  in  that 
district.  Yesterday  or  the  day  before  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Pittsburg  District  enclosing  statements  sent  out  by 
two  papers  that  have  been  bought  up  in  the  conspiracy  to  destroy  those 
men.  The  statements  sent  out  ought  to  send  the  authors  of  them  to 
the  penitentiary  for  life.  They  are  sent  out  to  put  those  men  in  a 
position  where  they  can  start  a  revolution  of  some  sort  to  break  up  the 
organization  before  the  first  of  April  or  put  the  district  oflBcers  out 
of  business. 

During  the  time  we  were  in  Columbus  and  during  the  time  we 
have  attended  every  International  convention  for  years,  one  of  those 
gentlemen,  a  smooth,  slick  gentlemen,  has  attended  and  I  saw  him  in 
the  Neil  House  going  up  to  the  room  of  one  man  who  has  been  con- 
spicuous in  our  organization  for  years.  This  gentleman  is  known  to 
have  made  a  half  million  dollars  in  handling  affairs  over  there.  He  is 
the  same  man  who  held  the  secret  conferences  with  the  Pittsburg  Dis- 
trict oflScers  when  I  was  there  years  ago. 

I  wrote  this  resolution  and  signed  it  myself.  As  a  district  official 
I  am  not  a  delegate,  but  I  am  granted  certain  rights  under  the  consti- 
tution. I  wanted  to  assume  all  the  responsibility  if  there  was  danger 
of  anyone  getting  into  trouble.    If  the  facts  in  the  case  are  ever 
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brought  out  in  the  Pittsburg  District  it  will  make  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting histories  that  has  ever  appeared  in  any  industrial  conflict. 

Since  the  present  district  officials  have  taken  charge  in  the  Pitts- 
burg District  they  have  been  fought,  tooth  and  nail,  by  the  Pittsburg 
Coal  Company  and  other  coal  companies  there,  and  now  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  buying  up  two  papers,  one  of  them  masquerading  as  a  labor 
paper  and  the  other  the  Pittsburg  Lreader.  When  you  get  the  press 
fighting  you  and  it  is  backed  by  millions,  a  laboring  man  has  not  much 
chance.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Illinois  miners  to  defend  those 
men  while  they  are  fighting  for  the  protection  of  the  miners.  The 
Pittsburg  District  and  the  officers  formerly  in  charge  there  have  done 
more  to  keep  the  miners  in  a  state  of  subjection,  keep  down  wages 
and  maintain  long  hours  than  any  other  concern  in  this  country  where 
there  was  a  semblance  of  organized  labor.  If  they  can  succeed  in  break- 
ing up  our  organization  there  it  will  only  be  a  question  of  time  before 
we  are  compelled  to  take  our  medicine.  The  miners  of  Illinois  will 
necessarily  have  to  fall  in  line  with  what  is  established  there. 

I  have  been  informed  that  38  or  40  organizers,  so  called,  have  been 
sent  into  that  district,  and  they  are  holding  meetings  every  night  in 
the  week  and  on  Sunday,  and  wherever  they  can  get  anybody  to  listen 
to  them  they  are  trying  to  discredit  President  Feehan.  So  far  as  I 
know  he  has  done  his  duty  to  the  Pittsburg  miners,  and  I  am  not 
willing  to  sit  down  and  allow  a  conspiracy  to  go  on  that  will  endanger 
the  lives  of  those  men.  If  my  services  were  free  I  would  go  over 
there  and  volunteer  to  go  through  the  Pittsburg  District  and  take  my 
chances  with  the  men  who  are  fighting  the  battles  in  that  district.  I 
spent  six  months  there  and  I  have  watched  matters  very  closely  ever 
since.  The  men  who  sent  this  dirty  sheet  out  are  not  men  who  can  go 
into  any  convention  and  defend  their  position,  and  they  cannot  af- 
ford to  spend  months  and  send  out  hundreds  of  thousands  of  docu- 
ments at  their  own  expense.  That  requires  money.  Where  does  that 
money  come  from?  There  is  only  one  conclusion  to  reach,  and  that  is 
that  the  corporations  are  furnishing  the  slush  fund.  That  is  why  I 
introduce  the  resolution  and  ask  its  adoption.  I  also  ask  that  it  be 
sent  out  as  liberally  as  the  dirty  sheet  that  has  gone  out  blackmailing 
certain  men  who  have  had  the  courage  to  stand  up  and  fight  certain 
coal  combines  in  the  Pittsburg  District. 

President  Walker — I  didn't  know  the  reason  Brother  McDonald 
had  not  asked  any  of  the  rest  of  us  to  sign  the  resolution;  but  since 
he  has  stated  it  was  because  if  there  was  any  risk  of  getting  into 
trouble  he  did  not  want  anyone  else  to  take  that  risk  but  himself,  1 
have  signed  the  resolution. 

I  have  attended  our  International  conventions  almost  continuously 
since  1899.    To  any  man  who  has  watched  closely  the  status  of  affairs 
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in  Indianapolis  during  all  that  time  it  was  clearly  evident  what  the 
situation  really  was  in  the  Pittsburg  District.  This  gentleman  re- 
ferred to  by  Brother  McDonald,  Al  Hamilton,  another  man  named 
Pringle  and  another  man  from  Ohio  had  their  headquarters  in  the 
Claypool  Hotel  at  Indianapolis  whenever  our  conventions  met  there. 
They  were  neither  operators  or  miners.  Apparently  they  were  not  in- 
terested financially  on  either  side,  but  they  maintained  large  suites 
of  rooms;  they  took  up  there  every  delegate  who  could  be  brought  to 
them  they  thought  they  could  do  anything  with,  filled  them  up  with 
booze  and  with  lies  and  influenced  them  to  do  the  things  they  were  to 
L,try  to  do.  And  when  it  came  to  a  show-down  finally  in  open  conven- 
tion, in  the  year  when  we  made  the  fight  to  get  back  the  three  cents 
that  we  lost,  after  the  International  convention  itself  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote  had  instructed  our  representatives  on  the  Scale  Com- 
mittee in  the  Interstate  Joint  Conference  how  they  must  vote,  the 
man  who  went  into  the  inner  room  Brother  McDonald  referred  to, 
and  the  man  who  stayed  almost  continuously,  drunk  and  sober,  with 
that  bunch  in  their  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Claypool  Hotel^  came  o<it 
and  repudiated  the  action  of  that  convention,  and  compromised  the  en 
tire  miners'  union  in  violation  of  his  instructions  and  his  own  obli- 
gation. And  from  that  time,  as  we  won  out  in  the  fight  we  made,  he 
displayed  no  sense  of  loyalty  to  the  trade  union  movement  and  the 
organization  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

The  man  who  is  President  of  the  Pittsburg  District  at  the  present 
time  has  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  Socialist  in  days  gone  by — what 
we  now  know  as  an  impossibilist — and  while  he  was  an  impossibilist 
Socialist  at  that  time,  believing  that  the  political  organization  th  it 
would  more  than  anything  else  bring  about  the  conditions  the  work- 
ing men  are  entitled  to,  the  other  extreme  existed  in  the  trade  union-; 
movement  of  that  district.  That  was  the  extreme  stated  by  Brother 
McDonald.  The  intelligent  members  of  that  district  honestly  bo- 
lieved,  and  there  was  enough  open  proof  to  almost  convince  any  mar. 
that  the  officials  of  their  union  were  working  hand  in  hand  with  the 
officials  of  the  coal  combine  to  keep  them  where  they  were.  Men  hold- 
ing the  views  Feehan  did  at  that  time,  with  the  organization  in  the 
clutches  of  men  of  that  character,  naturally  resented  it.  He  pulled  out 
of  the  organization  and  fought  those  officials,  and  they  used  the  same 
Labor  World,  the  same  tactics,  with  their  understrappers  working  un- 
der cover,  every  boss  and  boss'  assistant,  and  people  of  that  character 
to  fight  him  then,  and  he  was  branded  as  an  enemy  of  our  organization 
because  he  took  that  kind  of  position. 

I  don't  like  to  favor  the  positions  of  men  who  stay  out  of  the 
organization  and  fight  It;  but  I  want  to  give  them  credit  for  what  they- 
really  are.  No  man  could  say  that  Francis  Feehan  stayed  out  of  the 
organization  and  fought  for  the  Socialist  party  because  he  thought  he 


Of  The  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois 


279 


was  going  to  be  able  to  get  more  money  out  of  it  than  he  would  by- 
going  into  the  organization.  He  was  persecuted  and  hounded,  not  only 
by  the  operators  but  by  the  men  in  office  at  that  time  in  the  district. 
As  a  result  of  exposures  and  as  a  result  of  their  being  forced  to  show 
their  hand  m  the  open  convention,  as  a  result  of  being  forced  to  come 
out  openly  a3  traitors  to  their  organization,  the  district  officers  at  that 
time  were  discredited.  The  men  in  that  district  asked  Francis  Feehan 
to  be  a  candidate  for  office.    Here  is  some  personal  history. 

Man  after  man  visited  Francis  Feehan  and  asked  him  to  with- 
draw. They  realized  that  the  chances  were  he  would  defeat  his 
opponent.  Feehan  told  them  he  was  a  candidate  for  that  position,  but 
was  only  a  candidate  because  he  believed  those  in  charge  were  traitors 
to  the  movement  and  he  wanted  to  see  a  clean  miners'  organization 
in  that  district,  and  under  those  circumstances  he  would  not  only  be 
betraying  the  confidence  of  the  men  who  asked  him  to  run,  but  he 
would  be  a  traitor  to  himself,  to  his  own  family  and  his  honest  con- 
victions if  he  laid  down  then.  After  having  had  that  made  clear  to 
them  they  tried  other  influences.  Francis  Feehan's  father  was  on  his 
deathbed.  He  had  a  family  of  sisters,  and  they  were  not  very  well 
fixed  in  this  world's  goods.  A  delegation  went  to  that  old  man  on  his 
deathbed  and  asked  him  to  use  his  influence  with  Francis  to  get  him 
to  withdraw.  His  father  called  Francis  to  him  and  said,  "Francis,  the 
machinery  that  will  be  against  you  is  such,  with  their  newspaper 
influence,  the  influence  they  have  in  the  organization  and  through  the 
operatois  that  they  will  tell  lies  about  you  and  convince  people  they 
are  true.  They  will  discredit  and  defeat  and  destroy  you  if  you  con- 
tinue in  that  course.  My  days  are  about  over.  God  knows  what  will 
become  of  the  family.  If  this  thing  happens  to  you  your  staying  in 
the  movement  will  not  accomplish  the  purpose  you  are  trying  to  ac- 
complish. What  is  the  use?  They  agree  that  you  will  be  well  taken 
care  of.  You  can  get  a  position  that  will  carry  with  it  as  much  as 
$5,000  a  year.  The  girls  will  be  educated  and  given  every  advantage 
and  opportunity  to  develop  themselves  and  maintain  a  position  in 
society.  I  am  asking  you  to  withdraw  from  the  race.  Don't  go  on. 
Not  that  I  do  not  believe  you  are  right,  not  that  1  do  not  admire  your 
position;  but  I  do  not  want  to  see  you  destroyed  and  the  future  of  the 
family  in  such  a  condition  as  it  is  now.  Believing  that  you  can  not  do 
any  good,  I  think  the  thing  you  should  do  is  withdraw  from  that  race." 
race." 

Francis  Feehan,  with  big  tears  rolling  dov/n  his  cheeks  said, 
"Father,  you  can  ask  me  to  do  anyhting  else  in  this  world,  to  give  up 
my  life  would  be  a  pleasure  if  it  would  do  any  good,  but  I  would  be 
untrue  to  every  tradition  of  my  race,  I  would  be  untrue  to  you  and  that 
family  you  think  so  much  of,  and  I  would  despise  myself  every  day  of 
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my  life  if  I  withdrew  now.  And,  much  as  I  would  like  to  comply  with 
your  wishes,  much  as  I  would  like  to  see  you  made  happy,  if  that  is 
the  only  thing  that  can  bring  that  about,  I  can  not  do  it." 

Francis  Feehan  stayed  in  that  fxght,  he  was  elected,  and  fron^ 
that  day  to  this  the  batteries  of  that  campaign,  political,  social,  eco- 
nomical and  in  very  other  way  have  been  turned  on  him.  Yes — and  as 
Brother  McDonald  has  said,  physically.  Gentlemen,  we  have  gone 
through  our  struggle  in  the  last  year.  I  ask  you  if  you  were  in  the 
Irwin  field  today,  if  you  were  one  of  those  striking  miners,  what  would 
you  think  about  the  men  who  had  really  given  you  the  opportunity  to 
make  the  fight,  who  had  given  you  a  chance  to  win,  who  were  spend- 
ing every  minute  they  could  and  were  bending  every  energy  and  using 
every  influence  possible  to  win  out  in  that  struggle?  And  what  would 
you  think  about  the  men  who  stabbed  them  in  the  back  and  claimed 
to  be  friends  of  yours? 

When  Francis  Feehan  took  charge  there  was  just  the  same  condi- 
tion as  in  the  last  election.  Just  before  the  last  election  the  anthracite 
paid  per  capita  tax  on  about  30,000  members  they  had  not  paid  on 
during  the  entire  two  years  previous  to  that  time.  Since  December 
there  has  been  a  change.  For  the  month  of  January  the  membership 
has  fallen  off  50,000  in  the  organization,  and  there  is  no  record  of  that 
many  withdrawals.  When  Francis  Feehan  took  charge  the  inflated 
membership  of  the  Pittsburg  District  amounted  to  17,000.  There  is 
at  the  present  time  in  the  neighborhood  of  40,000  members. 

There  is  no  question  that  Feehan's  position  on  the  permissible  ex- 
plosives was  in  the  interest  of  the  miners.  Do  you  recollect  how  the 
other  man  stood  on  that  proposition?  There  is  no  question  that  Al 
Hamilton  was  in  Cincinnati  during  the  convention  there.  Even  the 
operators  have  such  a  contempt  for  him  they  kicked  him  out  of  their 
meetings. 

Now,  gentlemen,  the  winning  of  the  fight  in  the  Irwin  Field  and 
the  establishment  of  the  organization  in  Eastern  districts  means  the 
possibility  of  our  being  able  to  get  better  wages  an  dconditions  for  our- 
selves; but  as  long  as  things  are  in  the  shape  they  are  in  back  there,  or 
if  they  get  worse,  the  prospects  are  that  things  will  gei  worse  instead 
of  better  for  us.  Aside  from  the  question  of  seeing  that  justice  is  done 
to  the  men  there,  that  fair  play  is  given  them,  comes  the  question  of 
our  own  economic  interests.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  win  the 
battle  and  organize  those  men  in  order  to  give  us  a  chance  to  do  some- 
thing for  ourselves.  And  every  man,  even  in  our  own  organization, 
who  stands  prominent  in  the  Pittsburg  District  and  who  is  fighting 
Francis  Feehan  today,  who  has  not  had  the  manhood  to  come  out  in 
the  open  to  fight  the  strike  in  our  own  convention  or  in  our  own  meet- 
ings, has  in  public  statements  made  it  clear  that  the  strike  was 
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wrong.  They  have  said  it  could  not  be  won,  and  they  threw  cold  water 
in  every  way  on  the  efforts  of  the  men  who  have  been  making  the 
battle.  -7 

The  Labor  World,  which  has  been  repudiated  by  every  decent 
trades  unionist  in  Pennsylvania,  has  issued  a  call  for  a  special  conven- 
tion of  District  5.  I  expect  that  Al  Hamilton  wrote  the  call.  They  have 
foTty-two  organizers  in  that  field  trying  to  call  that  special  convention. 
For  what  purpose?  You  can  not  get  the  documents  unless  you  burg- 
larize their  offices — and  I  expect  they  are  careful  not  to  get  it  in  writ- 
ing— but  the  known  purpose  is  to  have  that  convention  called  between 
now  and  the  first  of  April  before  certain  people  go  out  of  office,  if  they 
can  control  the  convention,  to  call  the  strike  off;  and  if  they  can  not 
control  the  convention,  to  bolt  it  and  get  recognition  in  a  way  as  the 
real  organization  in  that  district,  which  will  mean  in  effect  almost  the  J 
disruption  of  that  struggle.  That  is  the  purpose  this  "Lifting  the  Lid'* 
was  sent  out  for.  No  Judas  in  all  the  history  of  the  world  was  any 
blacker  than  the  people  who,  knowing  what  they  were  doing,  issued 
this  circular. 

I  don't  care  one  continental  what  the  trouble  is,  where  it  comes 
from  or  what  it  looks  like,  when  it  comes  to  a  show  down  in  an  issue 
of  this  kind  I  want  to  at  least  have  my  own  conscience  clear.  And 
if  this  delegation  wants  to  do  the  thing  that  will  be  best  for  your  own 
interests  and  do  what  is  possible  to  give  justice  to  those  men  who 
have  fought  the  battle  that  has  made  the  Pittsburg  district  a  real 
miner's  union,  you  will  adopt  this  resolution  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote.  Gentlemen,  if  they  are  able  to  defeat  the  efforts  of  the  real  men 
in  the  organization  you  will  at  least  know  you  have  done  the  best  you 
could.  If  you  do  not  do  that  it  will  come  home  to  you  later  that  you 
had  an  opportunity  to  perhaps  save  the  day  and  you  neglected  it.  I 
hope  the  resolution  will  be  adopted  by  practically  an  unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  Dougall — The  pamphlet  you  speak  of  came  to  me  from 
Columbus.  The  pamphlet  states  that  President  Feehan  is  the  brother- 
in-law  of  a  great  coal  baron  in  Pennsylvania.   Is  that  true? 

President  Walker — Mr.  Jones,  a  member  of  one  of  those  coal  com- 
panies, married  one  of  Francis  Feehan's  sisters.  I  might  add  that 
Francis  Feehan  is  under  no  obligations  for  personal  favors  to  Mr. 
Jones.  In  fact,  it  is  rather  the  opposite,  since  they  became  members 
of  the  same  family. 

Delegate  Williams  (Ben.) — Wasn't  the  chairman  of  that  vigilance 
committee  an  organizer  about  the  time  he  became  chairman?  Did  he 
not  represent  District  24  of  Michigan? 

President  Walker — Yes,  he  had  a  job  in  a  mine  in  the  Pittsburg 
district,  but  he  pulled  his  coal  and  dug  it  all  in  Murphy's  saloon  in 
Pittsburg. 
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Delegate  Wilson  (U.) — One  statement  in  the  pamphlet  says  that 
Francis  Feelian,  after  the  International  Convention  adjourned,  scabbed 
in  definance  of  the  International  Convention.    Is  that  so? 

President  Walker — No.  Feehan  mentioned  this  matter  to  me 
himself.  I  took  it  up  with  him.  Although  I  believe  Francis  Feehan 
as  fully  as  I  believe  any  man  on  earth  I  would  rather  have  the  infor- 
mation from  some  one  else  to  give  to  the  organization.  He  said  they 
were  working  in  a  double  shift  entry;  that  he  had  a  piece  of  work  to 
go  through  that  the  inspectors  decided  had  to  go  through  before  a 
certain  mine  was  started  up.  He  was  requested,  because  it  meant 
the  shutting  off  of  a  portion  of  that  mine,  and  there  was  prospect  of 
getting  an  agreement  immediately  to  continue  to  work  in  that  entry 
unil  it  was  put  through.  He  said  he  was  requested  by  the  organization 
to  do  so,  although  he  had  quit  himself.  The  organization  made  the 
request.  He  went  back  at  their  request,  but  as  soon  as  he  found  out 
there  v/as  unfavorable  feeling  toward  him  on  that  account  he  quit. 

At  12  o'clock  a  motion  was  made  to  suspend  the  rules  and  remain 
in  session  until  a  vote  could  be  taken  on  the  question  under  discussion. 

The  motion  was  seconded  but  not  carried. 

At  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules  to  re* 
convene  at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 
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SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  25. 


FIFTH  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Saturday,  Febru- 
ary 25th,  President  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss 
the  question  particularly,  but  I  want  to  make  this  statement.  I  cannot 
vote  intelligently  on  the  resolution.  There  are  some  things  I  have 
heard  also,  and  have  good  reason  to  believe,  about  Francis  Feehan  of 
the  Pittsburg  District.  I  am  not  going  to  contradict  Secretary  Mc- 
Donald's statement,  insofar  as  his  remarks  to  the  convention  this 
morning  are  concerned.  They  may  be  true,  but  this  is  only  one  side 
of  the  question.  I  am  not  upholding  either  faction  in  District  5.  I 
know  there  is  a  great  deal  of  contention  in  District  No.  5,  and  there  has 
been  almost  ever  since  the  organization  has  been  there.  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  attending  most  of  the  International  conventions  since, 
that  time  and  that  district  has  always  been  in  some  trouble  or  other. 
I  never  made  it  my  business  at  any  time  particularly  to  take  sides. 
Everyone  had  his  story  of  what  happened  in  the  Pittsburg  District  of 
who  was  to  blame  and  who  was  not  to  blame.  I  am  not  going  to  at- 
tempt to  tell  the  delegates  that  one  side  is  right  or  take  issue  with 
the  other.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  personally  I  am  going  to  vote  for 
or  against  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Russell — I  think  I  know  about  as  much  about  the  Pitts- 
burg District  and  the  Irwin  Field  as  any  man  here.  I  started  to  work 
in  the  Pittsburg  'District  in  1877  and  I  have  worked  over  the  Irwin 
Field.  I  know  when  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  this  district  was  in 
that  field  I  suffered  about  as  much  as  any  man  in  the  district,  carry- 
ing my  grip  around.  I  believe  if  I  went  back  there  today  I  could  not 
get  work  in  the  United,  the  Monongahela  or  any  of  the  big  coal  mines 
there. 

I  could  not  say  definitely  about  some  things,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  President  Feehan  nor  President  Feehan's  supporters  are  in  dan- 
ger of  the  guns  or  anything  of  that  sort.  I  don't  believe  in  the  way 
Feehan  got  in  or  the  way  some  other  people  got  in  there.  I  was  not 
a  supporter  of  the  President  who  was  in  there  before  him.  but  he  did 
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some  good.  The  President,  Vice-President  and  Internati©nal  Board 
member  were  elected  in  the  first  convention  they  attended,  and  they 
were  all  mature  men.  If  they  were  great  workers  they  would  have 
been  in  there  before.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  knows  the  size  of  the 
hall  we  had.  There  were  thirty  or  forty  of  us  in  those  conventions. 
The  last  time  I  was  there  we  had  some  200  delegates.  Conditions  have 
changed.  President  Feehan  never  attended  our  conventions  or  any- 
thing like  that.  I  didn't  like  to  have  this  go  out  through  us.  Francis 
Feehan  is  doing  good  work  in  Pitssburg  District  at  the  present  time,  I 
don't  deny  that,  but  when  did  he  go  in  there?  When  did  his  name  be- 
come known  in  the  Pittsburg  District?  When  he  was  thirty-three  or 
thirty-four  years  old. 

I  would  never  send  out  a  pamphlet  or  anything  like  that.  I  am 
not  for  one  man  or  against  another,  I  am  for  the  organization.  I  have 
been  through  the  mines  at  10  o'clock  at  night  and  at  1  and  2  o'clock 
at  night  and  I  know  the  conditions  there.  I  think  it  is  unwise  to  ridi- 
cule any  man  who  has  worked  under  those  conditions.  It  is  not  a 
benefit  to  the  organization  to  ridicule  anyone.  John  Mitchell  was  in 
the  movement,  and  there  never  was  a  man  who  held  up  for  him  more 
than  I  did;  but  he  dropped  out  and  T.  L.  Lewis  was  elected.  I  was  for 
him,  but  I  was  called  down  by  him  as  hard  as  any  man  who  has  been 
called  from  the  stage.  I  asked  once  about  the  districts,  and  he  said 
that  it  was  such  men  as  I  that  were  in  the  Pittsburg  District.  Now 
he  is  gone  and  John  P.  White  is  coming  in.  There  is  too  much  fac- 
tionalism in  the  organization,  we  have  got  to  quit  the  fighting. 

Secretary  McDonald — Do  you  understand  that  these  resolutions 
condemn  anyone  in  charge  of  the  organizations's  affairs  anywhere  in 
the  Pittsburg  District? 

Delegate  Russell — You  are  reflecting  on  T.  L.  Lewis.  T.  L.  Lewis 
appointed  organizers  there  in  the  same  position  you  were  in  when  you 
were  there. 

Secretary  McDonald — Do  you  understand  that  we  are  condemning 
somebody  in  charge  of  the  organization's  affairs  there  in  this  resolu- 
tion? 

Delegate  Russell — No,  and  I  say  that  Francis  Feehan  is  doing 
good  work  now.   I  have  nothing  against  him  at  all. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  do  not  believe  in  any  one  man  or- 
ganization. Illinois  in  the  history  of  the  past  certainly  suffered  enough 
under  a  man  who  wanted  a  one  man  organization,  a  man  who  tried  to 
put  the  crown  of  this  organization  on  his  head'  and  defeat  the  purposes 
of  organized  labor  in  general.  I  want  to  go  further  than  the  resolu- 
tion.   It  is  this  same  trouble  we  have  in  District  5  today.    If  they  have 
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a  district  meeting  before  the  close  of  the  present  term  Francis  Feehan 
will  certainly  sufCer  attacks  of  every  kind  it  is  possible  to  imagine. 
You  all  realize  that.  We  should  endorse  the  position  of  the  officials 
of  District  5.  We  ought  to  go  further  and  not  only  offer  a  resolution 
of  that  character,  but  we  ought  to  go  so  far  as  to  send  one  or  two  of 
our  best  men  into  the  district  to  help  President  Feehan  in  the  fight  he 
is  making  for  organized  labor  in  Pennsylvania.  The  convention  should 
endorse  the  resolutions  unanimously  and  send  men  like  President 
Walker  and  Secretary  McDonald,  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
every  phase  of  the  situation,  to  help  those  district  officers  who  have 
fought  so  hard  for  the  organization.  I  don't  know  when  they  will  have 
a  district  meeting,  but  if  it  is  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April  President 
Feehan  will  have  to  undergo  all  the  bitter  attacks  the  present  head  of 
the  organization  can  bring  upon  him.  We  have  no  doubt  about  Presi- 
dent Feehan's  honesty  and  integrity  and  we  know  that  his  ability  is 
great. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  desire  to  oppose  the  motion  before  the  house. 
I  do  not  believe  a  resolution  of  that  character  should  be  adopted  by 
this  convention.  There  are  always  two  sides  to  every  question  and  up 
to  this  time  only  one  side  has  been  heard.  These  men  who  have  been 
charged  in  the  resolution  are  not  here  to  defend  themselves,  and  for 
that  reason  I  cannot  vote  for  the  motion.  The  names  of  some  of  the 
individuals  who  have  been  mentioned  and  who  have  signed  affidavits 
in  the  pamphlet  "Lifting  the  lid,"  are  known  to  me.  There  is  one  man 
I  know  to  be  a  man  of  honesty  and  integrity.  I  could  not  condemn 
him  in  such  terms.  I  would  first  have  to  see  him  here  and  see  every- 
body else  who  signed  the  affidavits  here  before  I  could  conscientiously 
condemn  them. 

I  have  heard  ^Secretary  McDonald,  President  Walker  and  a  great 
many  others  talk  about  a  square  deal  and  not  saying  anything  about 
a  man  who  is  not  present.  What  has  been  their  conduct  here  this 
morning,  especially  Secretary  McDonald?  It  seems  to  me  it  depends 
upon  whose  ox  is  being  gored.  I  am  opposed  to  such  methods  as  this. 
I  want  to  give  everybody  a  square  deal.  I  know  in  the  convention  in 
Columbus  the  charge  was  made  that  President  Mitchell  was  put  out 
of  the  organization  without  a  trial.  Now  the  same  people  come  in 
here  and  want  to  condemn  people  without  a  hearing,  the  same  way  they 
alleged  that  other  people  did  in  Columbus. 

President  Walker — You  never  heard  me  here  or  in  Columbus  men- 
tion that  as  a  reason  why  the  convention  should  not  act  on  Mitchell's 
case.  I  knew  the  kind  of  people  who  were  trying  to  put  it  over  on 
him;  I  didn't  expect  any  square  deal  and  I  didn't  ask  them  for  it. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  hope  you  will  not  include  as  in  that  bunch. 
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President  Walker — I  stated  there  were  a  number  of  men  who 
voted  on  that  proposition  as  a  matter  of  principle.  I  do  not  desire  to 
include  them.  The  men  who  are  interested  in  this  matter  know  ex- 
actly who  I  mean. 

Delegate  Smith  (P.  J.) — I  can  not  understand  why  some  people 
take  the  position  they  do.  They  say  there  are  two  sides  to  this  ques- 
tion and  that  we  ought  to  have  the  other  side.  I  want  to  make  this 
statement,  because  you  made  the  allegation  that  there  were  two 
sides  and  the  other  side  ought  to  be  heard.  I  have  not  heard  one  of 
them  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  condemning  the  action  of  that 
scoundrel  over  there  who  put  out  this  infernal  pamphlet  and  did  not 
give  Francis  Feehan  a  chance  to  defend  himself.  They  sneaked  in 
their  rooms  in  Columbus  and  Cincinnati,  they  prepared  these  attacks, 
ana  one  who  now  poses  as  a  man  who  works  in  the  mines,  who  has 
had  only  one  day's  employment  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  up  to  the  time 
of  his  employment  in  that  mine  had  been  an  organizer.  He  did  not 
give  Francis  Feehan  a  chance  to  refuse  those  statements  before  he 
sent  them  out,  not  only  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  but  to  everybody  in 
the  state  of  Illinois  whose  name  he  could  get  hold  of.  That  pamphlet 
was  sent  to  the  city  of  Marion.  It  Avas  sent  to  people  who  did  not 
understand  the  situation. 

Those  are  the  underhand  methods  they  have  always  used  to  de- 
fame the  character  of  men  who  had  the  interests  of  the  organization 
at  heart.  I  have  heard  some  of  them  make  the  statement  that  when 
a  man  slunk  up  a  dark  alley  and  struck  a  man  down  he  was  an  assas- 
sin; but  they  said  the  man  who  was  attacked  and  whose  character 
they  ti-ied  to  assassinate  was  a  meaner  man  than  the  one  who  would 
try  to  stick  a  stilletto  in  a  man's  back.  How  can  they  harmonize  the 
two  staiements?  In  my  opinion  it  is  the  same  interests  and  the  same 
people  are  involved  who,  during  the  thickest  of  our  fray  in  Illinois 
last  summer  came  out  in  the  press  with  the  statement  that  John 
Walker,  in  order  to  accomplish  his  own  personal  ambitions  would  see 
men,  women  and  children  go  hungry.  That  is  the  class  of  men  who 
are  attacking-  Frank  Feehan,  and  they  are  backed  up  by  the  Pittsburg 
coal  interests. 

And  you  say  it  is  not  fair,  because  those  fellows  are  not  here 
to  defend  themselves,  to  make  those  statements?  Haven't  we  their 
statements  in  black  and  white?  Hasn't  this  pamphlet  been  sent 
throughout  the  entire  country?  The  only  place  this  matter  could  be 
remedied  is  in  the  Pittsburg  District.  Then  why  did  they  send  their 
infernal  circulars  outside  of  the  district  that  is  directly  interested? 
It  is  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  assassinate  the  character  of  a  man 
who  has  done  more  for  the  Pittsburg  District  than  Pat  Dolan  or  any 
of  the  organizers  concerned  ever  did. 
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I  venture  the  assertion,  and  I  know  it  on  the  face  of  it,  that  Micky- 
Barry  never  asked  Francis  Feehan's  consent  to  publish  these  infernal 
statements  he  made  about  him.  Why  don't  you  get  up  and  condemn 
the  actions  of  those  infernal  thugs  who  filed  those  affidavits  at  the 
request  of  some  of  our  once-upon-a-time  labor  leaders? 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  want  to  ask  a  question. 

Delegate  Smith — Wait  until  I  get  through. 

Delegate  Hefferly — You  cannot  prove  that  statement. 

Delegate  Smith  (P.  J.) — The  name  of  a  man  who  is  on  the  back 
of  that  circular  and  who  has  sent  it  out  is  signed  to  affidavits  in  there. 
What  purpose  has  he  in  doing  that  at  this  time?  This  is  the  purpose, 
and  it  is  backed  up  by  the  coal  interests  up  there.  The  Irwin  Field 
strike  is  on,  the  Pittsburg  officials  are  putting  up  a  fight  to  a  finish 
in  order  to  get  for  those  poor  fellows  what  is  coming  to  them.  It  is 
a  disgraceful  thing  that  members  of  our  own  organization,  even  though 
they  might  be  in  a  degree  right,  should  wait  until  the  time  of  peril 
to  assassinate  the  character  of  men  who  are  trying  to  do  something 
for  their  fellow  workers.  It  reminds  me  of  the  fellow  in  Colorado  who 
went  out  and  blew  up  mines,  killed  men  and  undertook  to  say  Moyer, 
Haywood  and  Pettibone  did  it.  That  is  the  type  of  manhood  and 
sccundrelism  that  kind  of  fellow  represents  to  me.  I  think  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  Illinois  miners  express  their  confidence  in  the  Pitts- 
burg officials  by  adopting  this  resolution. 

Delegate  Greenan — I  have  not  had  as  much  experience  as  some 
of  the  delegates  in  attending  conventions,  neither  am  I  acquainted 
with  ail  the  conditions  in  the  Pittsburg  District.  All  I  know  is  what 
I  have  heard  on  the  floor  of  the  International  convention.  If  there 
are  any  members  of  our  organization  today  who  deserve  the  scathing 
denunciation  of  this  resolution  they  ought  to  have  more,  they  ought  to 
be  out  altogether.  It  seems  to  me  this  is  not  a  fight  of  the  Pittsburg 
President,  but  from  the  speeches  made  by  the  President  and  the  Sec- 
reary-Treasurer  it  is  a  factional  fight  between  the  Pittsburg  officers 
and  the  International  organization.  I  cannot  get  through  my  mind 
what  the  resolutions  are  trying  to  condemn,  whether  it  is  to  condemn 
the  International  organization  for  taking  part  in  the  Irwin  Field  strike, 
or  whether  it  is  to  condemn  the  Pittsburg  operators  and  a  few  men 
who  are  in  league  with  them  in  the  Pittsburg  District.  It  seems  in 
simmering  this  thing  down  it  reaches  farther  than  the  Pittsburg  Dis- 
trict and  goes  into  the  International. 

I  don't  believe  a  man  would  assume  the  reins  of  this  organiza- 
tion  and  try  to  demolish  it  and  destroy  it.  I  never  was  a  Lewis  man, 
I  am  not  now  and  never  will  be.    I  never  voted  for  him  in  my  life, 
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but  if  he  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  proposition,  as  the  inference  has 
been  left,  he  is  worse  than  I  think  he  is — and  I  think  he  is  bad  enough. 

While  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  is  all  right,  and  while  some 
measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  help  put  the  officers  of  that  district 
right,  I  am  not  quite  sure  yet  what  it  means.  I  believe  Francis  Feehan 
is  honest  in  his  purpose  and  is  doing  good  for  the  organization,  but  I 
believe  he  has  enemies  in  District  5.  We  all  have  enemies.  I  can  look 
back  not  very  far  when  the  officers  of  this  district  were  condemned 
by  a  majority  of  the  men  in  it.  The  same  is  true  of  the  officers  in 
other  districts.  I  don't  believe  in  taking  up  the  factional  fight  of  an- 
other district  and  trying  to  settle  it  in  District  12;  but  if  there  is  a 
condition  existing  such  as  has  been  brought  out  her')  some  measure 
ought  to  be  taken.  I  got  one  of  the  pamphlets,  but  I  would  not  look 
at  it.  I  have  no  use  for  such  traffic.  Whenever  I  get  hold  of  an  ar- 
ticle like  that  and  see  its  intent  I  throw  it  away,  I  have  no  desire  to 
read  it.  I  have  no  desire  to  villify  anyone.  If  there  is  anything 
wrong  with  the  officers  or  members  of  the  organization  bring  it  up 
in  the  convention,  and  if  they  are  not  doing  right  put  them  out  of  it. 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — I  move  that  debate  close.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

The  resolution  under  discussion  was  read  by  Secretary  McDonald. 

Delegate  Dougall — Is  there  any  way  we  can  get  sworn  statements 
from  President  Feehan  denying  the  reports  in  that  pamphlet? 

President  Walker — President  Feehan  has  answered  every  state- 
ment contained  in  that  circular  to  the  membership  of  his  own  district. 
He  did  not  think  at  the  time  it  was  necessary  to  go  farther,  and  has 
not  had  an  opportunity  sinc,e  to  give  it  general  circulation.  I  presume 
in  addition  they  are  handicapped  by  lack  of  money  to  do  it. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution  offered  by  Secretary  McDonald 
was  carried  by  a  practically  unanimous  vote,  only  five  delegates  vot- 
ing against  it. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — In  view  of  these  hysterics  I  want  to  ex- 
plain my  vote. 

President  Walker — Does  the  convention  wish  to  hear  him? 

A  Delegate — I  believe  any  man  has  a  right  to  rise  on  a  question 
of  personal  privilege. 

President  Walker — When  a  brother  has  been  attacked  personally 
he  has  a  right  to  arise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege;  but  when 
a  matter  has  been  closed  by  motion  and  his  name  has  not  been  at- 
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tacked,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  hardly  in  order  for  him  to  rise  to  a  ques- 
tiOE-  of  personal  privilege. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — I  would  like  a  definite  statement.  I 
would  like  to  know  if  I  am  entitled  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege 
or  not? 

President  Walker — It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  convention.  If  they 
desire  to  allow  you  to  speak  you  can  do  so. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — He  is  not  responsible  to  this  conven- 
tion for  his  vote;  he  is  responsible  to  his  constituents. 

Delegate  Hall — I  arose  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege  on  a 
question  of  great  importance  the  other  day  and  I  was  not  allowed  to 
speak.   You  are  no  better  than  we  are. 

President  Walker — Has  there  anything  been  said  that  reflects  on 
you  personally,  Delegate  Williams? 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — Only  in  so  far  as  the  jeers  that  were  di- 
rected at  those  who  voted  in  the  negative.  That  is  why  I  asked  the 
personal  privilege.  These  jeers  have  been  tolerated  more  than  once 
against  those  who  have  voted  in  the  contrary. 

President  Walker — I  have  done  what  I  could  to  discourage  cheer- 
ing and  jeering,  but  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  keep  it  out  alto- 
gether. No  matter  which  side  won  I  have  noticed  there  have  always 
been  cheers  and  jeers. 

Delegate  Quinn  (P.  E.) — Is  a  motion  in  order? 

President  Walker — Has  it  to  do  with  the  subject  just  disposed  of? 

Delegate  Quinn — Partly. 

President  Walker — State  your  motion. 

Delegate  Quinn — I  move  that  this  convention  send  President 
Walker  and  Secretary  McDonald  and  one  of  our  Executive  Board  mem- 
bers to  the  Pittsburg  District  if  it  convenes  before  the  first  of  April 
to  help  defend  those  otRcers  in  their  position.  (Seconded.) 

President  Walker — Circumstances  may  be  such  that  it  may  be  im- 
possible for  all  of  us  to  get  away  at  that  time. 

Delegate  Quinn — ^We'll  be  good. 

President  Walker — I  have  no  objection  to  the  motion  if  it  is  un- 
derstood, in  the  event  circumstances  make  it  necessary  for  Secretary 
McDonald,  the  Board  member  or  myself  to  stay  in  the  district  to  pro- 
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tect  the  interests  of  the  men  here  we  can  select  someone  to  take  our 
places. 

Delegate  Quinn — That  will  be  understood. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Quinn  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  78. 

To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  A.  ol  the 
State  of  Illinois: 

Whereas,  Certain  members  of  Local  Union  No.  2385,  U.  M.  W.  A. 
held  a  meeting  at  18th  and  Kansas  street  in  the  city  of  Springfield, 
and  State  of  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  accepting  a  proposition  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Tuxhorn  mine,  proposing  that  the  employers  of  said 
mine  should  enter  into  the  following  agreement,  to-wit: 

"To  allow  $4.00  for  each  pay  to  the  diggers  and  $2.00  for  each  pay 
to  the  Company  men,  to  be  retained  by  the  company  and  applied  upon 
purchase  of  stock  in  the  company,  and  by  doing  so,  the  miners  should 
be  thereby  guaranteed  at  least  four  days'  work  each  week,  and  pro- 
viding that  in  case  said  employee  should  refuse  to  pay  said  sums  of 
money  to  the  company  or  alolw  the  company  to  retain  said  sums  of 
money,  then  in  that  event,  said  employees  should  leave  the  mine  and 
should  forfeit  all  money  thertofore  paid  in;"  now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  Union  members  of  Local  Union  No.  2385,  U.  M 
W.  A.  that  we  do  hereby  condemn  the  action  of  such  members,  who 
took  part  in  said  meeting;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  it  affects  Local  Union  No.  2385  directly,  and  the 
entire  State  of  Illinois  indirectly,  for  the  reason  that  a  man  refusing 
to  pay  said  $4.00  a  pay  for  digging  coal,  and  $2.00  a  pay  for  working 
company  work,  means  approximately  $8.00  a  month  to  the  digger  and 
$4.00  to  the  company  men,  and  the  man  refusing  to  pay  same  would 
have  to  quit  work  and  leave  the  mine,  which  means  to  our  organiza- 
tion a  discrimination  and  reduction  in  wages,  as  a  man  would  have  to 
produce  coal  on  an  average  of  160  tons  to  the  man  per  month,  which 
would  mean  giving  away  the  advance  that  we  stood  on  a  strike  for 
for  five  long  months;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  members  of  the  Twenty- 
Second  State  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  that  we  hereby  censure 
the  action  of  said  members  of  Local  No.  2385,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  and  each 
and  every  one  of  them  who  took  any  part  in  that  meeting. 

(Signed)    THOMAS  CREADY,  L.  U.  2385, 
H.  M.  RUCKER,  L.  U.  2385, 
E.  J.  GREENSLADE,  L.  U.  2385, 
THOS.  BAUEREISS,  L.  U.  2385. 
THOS.  REED,  L.  U.  2385, 
EDWARD  HOLVEY,L.  U.  2385. 
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The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Board  for  immediate  investigation. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hickman — I  suppose  there  is  no  delegate  in  the  house 
more  interested  in  this  than  I  am.  I  am  a  delegate  from  that  local,  and 
as  a  motion  has  been  made  to  refer  that  to  the  state  officers  all  I  ask 
is  a  fair  show.  I  want  to  show  that  such  a  condition  has  not  existed 
in  Tuxhorn.  I  want  to  say  further  that  I  understand  there  is  a  man 
representing  himself  as  superintendent  of  the  Tuxhorn  Coal  Company 
who  has  appeared  in  the  meeting  and  made  that  proposition  to  a  few 
men,  not  to  the  local,  but  a  business  proposition  to  a  few  men.  There 
were  a  few  members  who  heard  his  proposition.  He  was  very  plain 
in  making  it.  He  did  not  want  to  conflict  with  any  agreement  or  with 
the  constitution. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  recommenda.- 
tion  is  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Board.  The  ar- 
guments of  the  delegate  should  properly  be  made  before  the  Board. 

President  Walker — The  recommendation  is  to  concur  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  refer  it  to  the  Executive  Board  for  investigation.  The  point 
of  order  is  not  well  taken. 

Delegate  Hickman — Some  people  who  get  on  the  floor  like  to  air 
their  views.  I  am  a  new  man  in  the  convention.  I  have  never  been  on 
the  floor  before,  but  from  infancy  I  have  always  thought  that  when 
a  man  made  an  attack  on  me  I  was  to  defend  myself.  At  one  time 
there  was  quite  a  protection  on  wool  in  this  country.  A  few  Unitod 
States  Senators  and  Representatives  got  together,  but  they  could  not 
exactly  agree,  and  history  records  the  fact  that  they  called  in  a  man 
of  my  own  race,  Hon.  Frederick  Douglas.  He  said,  "Yes,  gentlemen, 
I  am  here  for  protection,  but  remember  I  am  here  to  protect  the  wool 
upon  my  head."  I  am  here  in  this  body  to  protect  the  wool  on  my 
head. 

We  have  not  done  anything  that  conflicts  with  the  constitution. 
In  anything  of  this  kind  the  head  officials  ought  to  be  consulted. 
These  men  did  not  act  as  a  committee;  but  they  did  go  down  to  see 
Mr.  Clark  and  I  understand  to  see  Mr.  Walker.  I  am  satisfied  they 
saw  some  of  the  Executive  Board  members.  I  believe  Article  XII,  Sec- 
tion 22  of  the  constitution  provides  that  the  state  officers  shall  be  con- 
sulted. They  consulted  them  and  found  out  it  conflicted  with  the 
state  agreement.  I  have  heard  nothing  about  it  since.  Our  men  are 
as  determined  to  live  up  to  the  laws  of  the  organization  as  any  men  in 
this  convention.    There  is  a  seat  being  contested  in  the  United  States 
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Senate  today  and  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  on  it.  It  is  the  seat  of  Mr. 
Lorimer  from  our  state.  My  seat  has  been  contested  here.  When 
the  time  comes  that  I  can  appear  before  the  Executive  Board  I  will 
prove  what  I  have  said  here.    I  thank  you  for  attention. 

A  Delegate — Is  it  true  that  your  superintendent  came  to  you  and 
asked  you  to  go  into  a  stock  company? 

Delegate  Hickman — There  was  a  gentleman  who  represented  him- 
self as  superintendent.  He  was  not  the  actual  superintendent.  He  said 
he  wanted  to  do  this  without  interfering  with  the  constitution. 

A  Delegate — I  understand  that  part  of  the  local  was  in  this  propo- 
sition which  conflicted  with  the  constitution.  I  think  some  of  them 
are  here. 

Delegate  Monaghan,  Local  999 — Before  we  take  action  I  would  like 
to  get  all  the  facts  of  the  case  before  the  convention.  I  believe  it  in- 
volves serious  consequences  if  that  sort  of  thing  is  to  be  carried  out. 
For  that  reason  I  would  like  to  ask  the  privilege  of  the  floor  for  a  man 
from  that  local. 

On  motion  the  request  of  Delegate  Monaghan  was  complied  with. 

Edward  Holvey — I  want  to  cite  the  facts  that  existed  in  this  local 
union.  These  men  did  not  only  do  that,  but  went  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Spring  Creek  Local  and  asked  how  many  men  they  could  get  to 
take  stock  out  there,  as  they  wanted  to  make  it  a  colored  mine  and  do 
away  with  the  white  men. 

Delegate  Hickman— Can  you  prove  this? 

Edward  Holvey — There  is  a  condition  at  that  mine  I  want  to  ex- 
plain. The  pit  committeeman  acted  as  chairman  of  the  meeting.  Only 
certain  men  were  'asked  to  come  there.  I  was  not  asked  and  other 
members  of  the  local  union  were  not  asked,  I  claim  it  was  a  meeting 
to  consider  something  that  affected  the  local  union.  I  claim  the  man 
who  acted  as  President  is  not  a  flt  man  to  represent  me  and  do  business 
lor  me.  They  tried  to  do  business  with  the  superintendent  without 
the,  knowledge  of  the  local.  The  superintendent  should  have  been 
asked  to  meet  the  local.  I  claim  that  a  man  who  knows  no  more  about 
the  constitution  than  he  does  is  not  a  fit  man  to  represent  me.  Men 
have  died  fighting  for  the  rights  of  this  organization  with  the  same 
class  of  people  who  are  trying  to  do  this.  Men  lost  their  lives  in 
Virden,  Pana  and  Carterville  fighting  with  them  for  the  rights  o* 
the  organization.  I  asked  them  to  thresh  the  matter  out  in  the  local 
union.  There  were  something  like  fifty-five  of  them,  and  when  I  got 
■on  the  floor  they  said,  "Shuf  up,"  and  "sit  down."    They  would  not 
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allow  me  to  speak.  We  could  not  get  action  there  on  the  matter.  The 
language  that  was  used  in  that  local  union  to  some  white  men  was 
outrageous.  They  stormed  the  meeting.  A  man  came  to  me  and  said. 
"I  hear  you  are  using  my  name  pretty  freely.  V/hat  is  it  you  want 
to  know  about  me?"  I  said,  '  I  never  mentioned  your  name,"  and  asked 
who  made  the  motion  to  accept  the  proposition?  I  told  him  I  heard 
that  he  made  it.  He  said,  "What  would  you  do  if  you  found  out  it  was 
me?"  I  said,  "It  remains  to  be  seen."  He  said,  "You  are  a  pretty  good 
man,  supposed  to  be."  I  told  him  not  to  bother  me,  and  he  said.  "I 
am  a  circular  saw."  If  there  is  not  some  action  taken  in  this  conveii- 
tion  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  use  of  my  going  out  and  fighting  and 
trying  to  live  up  to  the  constitution  of  this  organization.  If  I  cannot 
get  anything  else  done,  there  are  men  constantly  watching  these  mf^n 
in  our  organization  and  we  are  going  to  make  them  keep  in  line.  1 
told  them  if  they  had  fired  me  out  of  that  mine  I  would  have  had  p 
thousand  men  down  there. 

They  did  not  see  the  trap  they  were  being  led  into.  Men  from 
other  mines  were  asked  to  go  there.  I  am  a  member  of  the  local,  yet 
I  v.'as  not  asked  to  go  there.  What  does  that  look  like  to  you?  It 
meant  I  had  to  get  out  of  there.  I  want  to  say  to  this  brother  that  the 
first  convention  I  attended  in  Indianapolis  was  two  days  prior  to  pay 
day.  I  asked  the  superintendent  to  advance  me  money.  He  promised 
that  he  would  do  so.  When  I  wenc  to  the  office  to  get  some  money  he 
said  if  I  would  draw  my  time  in  full  he  would  pay  me.  That  is  the 
position  I  have  out  there!  That  is  where  I  stand  for  trying  to 
fight  for  the  interests  of  this  organization.  I  am  the  only  man  in  the 
local  who  ever  brings  up  a  question  against  the  company.  Every  time 
I  bring  such  a  question  up  they  will  vote  it  down.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  resolution  adopted.  If  you  adopt  it  you  will  be  backing  up  a 
man  who  is  willing  to  lie  down  and  die  for  the  organization. 

Delegate  Hickman — I  don't  like  to  take  up  much  of  your  time,  but 
I  would  like  to  defend  this  case  a  little  farther.  The  gentleman  who  is 
so  loyal  to  his  organization  would  have  you  believe  the  local  unions 
are  run  in  a  harum-scarum  fashion.  They  have  some  185  or  200  mem- 
bers. I  believe  the  Recording  Secretary  is  here.  I  want  him  to  toll 
us  how  many. 

A  Delegate — We  pay  per  capita  tax  on  222  members. 

Delegate  Hickman — Out  of  the  222  there  are  sixty  of  my  race. 
These  men  have  full  privilege  of  attending  the  meetings.  They  are 
in  the  majority  and  we  are  in  the  minority.  We  try  to  live  up  to  the 
constitution,  but  questions  will  come  up  when  some  men  cannot  get 
their  forces  there  as  they  want  to.  The  whole  222  members  are  not 
white.    Some  men  want  to  carry  things  through  and  they  cannot  get 
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their  forces  out.  Possibly  50  or  55  of  my  race  will  come  there  and 
carry  their  propositions.  We  make  them  as  welcome  there  as  the 
flowers  in  May. 

Let  me  tell  you  that  the  man  who  is  so  loyal  did  not  make  a  state 
ment  about  the  sticker  business.  He  says  the  sticker  business  must 
be  stopped.  I  guess  it  is  going  on  out  there.  He  says,  "I  am  going 
to  see  that  it  is  stopped.  I  am  going  to  the  state  officers  with  it  and 
I  will  take  it  to  the  International  Convention."  I  am  sorry  to  say 
the  next  morning  the  first  man  to  draw  a  sticker  at  the  company  office 
was  this  Hon.  Mr.  Holvey. 

I  took  part  in  breaking  no  -strikes,  I  am  a  clean  man  in  every 
particular.  I  don't  know  whether  some  people  were  visiting  the 
Indian  Territory  for  their  health,  but  in  the  time  of  trouble  some  o: 
the  brothers  who  love  the  organization  so  well  were  in  the  Indian 
nation  while  I  was  here  living  on  fish  and  greens.  The  same  brother 
who  makes  the  talk  attacked  the  state  office  on  account  of  the  com- 
missary. That  was  in  the  heat  of  the  strike  when  our  state  officers 
were  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  make  provision  for  the 
families  of  the  miners.  This  honorable  gentleman  is  the  only  one 
who  made  the  attack  on  the  state  office  and  said  they  were  not  dis- 
tributing the  commissary  in  the  proper  way.  He  said  to  me,  "We 
want  it  in  money,  we  will  have  it  in  money,  and  I  will  go  to  the  next 
state  convention  and  see  that  we  get  it." 

He  claims  we  are  doing  so  much  to  him,  and  claims  I  said  I  was 
a  circular  saw.  He  makes  the  attack.  It  will  be  proved  if  you  give  me 
a  chance  that  he  is  behind  the  whole  combination. 

President  Walker — I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  oi 
there  is  a  contest  on  the  delegate's  credentials  it  should  have  been 
handed  into  the  Credential  Committee.  If  there  is  no  contest  the 
question  should  have  come  up  in  the  regular  way  under  the  law 
governing  matters  of  that  kind.  Charges  should  have  been  preferred 
in  the  local  union,  and  if  the  local  did  not  settle  it  right  it  should  have 
gone  up  through  the  regular  channel  of  the  sub-district  office  to  the 
district  office.  The  chances  are  if  we  thresh  it  out  on  its  merits  we 
will  have  to  get  all  the  members  of  the  local  here. 

Delegate  Quinn — While  I  believe  the  matter  deserves  investigation 
it  ought  to  go  through  the  regular  channels.  I  said  that  to  the  member 
who  introduced  the  resolution.  I  told  him  it  should  have  gone  through 
the  regular  channels.  I  understand  there  is  some  little  factional  fight 
in  the  local.  He  claims  he  could  not  get  the  local  union  to  act.  If 
that  is  so  he  should  have  taken  the  matter  up  to  the  sub-district  presi- 
dent. If  it  was  not  decided  satisfactorily  there  it  should  have  been 
carried  up. 
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Delegate  Jones — I  move  as  a  substitute  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
District  Executive  Board  without  recommendation.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

Resolution  No.  80. 

Whereas,  It  has  been  called  to  our  attention  that  some  of  the 
Executive  Board  Members  have  an  extra  amount  of  territory  to  travel 
over,  and 

Whereas,  This  applies  more  especially  to  the  members  from  the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Sub-Districts,  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  only  re-districting  necessary  is  in 
those  districts;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  re-district  as  follows:  That  we  take  from 
Belleville  south,  including  the  N.  &  O.  track  and  the  I.  C.  Track  to 
and  including  Pinckneyville,  St.  John,  Tamaroa,  DuBois,  Centralia, 
Odin,  Sandoval  and  Washington  counties  and  that  that  territory  be 
known  as  a  new  board  district. 

(Signed)  T.  J.  McDONALD,  L.  U.  2468. 

PAT  McDONALD,  L.  U.  503. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
District  Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
"be  concurred  in.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  am  from,  the  Seventh  Sub-District.  We 
have  had  complaint  down  there  about  the  way  the  cases  are  taken  up. 
We  believe  the  coal  companies  take  advantage  of  the  situation,  and 
that  small  cases  that  ought  to  be  settled  in  the  mine  by  the  pit  com- 
mittee and  the  mine  boss  are  referred  to  the  superintendent  and  the 
sub-district  president,  and  from  there  are  referred  up  higher.  A 
portion  of  the  field  we  are  in  is  not  very  w^ell  adapted  for  reaching 
places  quickly.  It  takes  a  day  to  go  out,  no  matter  which  way  you 
want  to  go,  and  a  day  to  get  back.  Because  of  the  size  of  our  sub- 
district  down  there  I  am  hardly  in  favor  of  the  resolution  being  acted 
on  here.    I  concur  in  the  committee's  recommendation. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — My  name  is  signed  to  that  resolution. 
We  don't  want  promises,  we  want  relief.  We  pay  our  per  capita  tax. 
our  dues  and  our  assessments  just  like  the  members  of  smaller  dis- 
tricts, but  we  are  handicapped  in  having  our  cases  taken  up.  We 
lose  cases  because  so  long  a  time  elapses  before  grievances  can  be 
taken  up.  We  had  a  discharge  case  that  occurred  on  the  23d  of 
November.  The  earliest  possible  time  the  board  member  could  get 
there  was  a  few  days  before  the  calling  of  this  convention.  The 
board  member  had  the  case  practically  won  and  would  have  got  com- 
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pensation  for  that  man,  but  so  long  a  time  had  elapsed  since  the 
case  occurred  that  one  of  the  committeeman  made  the  statement  that, 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  thought  the  case  was  dropped.  The 
man  had  to  be  satisfied  to  get  his  job  back  and  get  no  compensation. 
We  want  some  show  down  in  Egypt  to  have  our  cases  settled  at  the 
earliest  possible  date. 

Delegate  Smith  (P.  J.) — I  am  willing  to  have  the  case  go  to  the 
board.  The  man  misrepresented  himself  in  order  to  get  a  job.  It  is 
true  I  was  quite  busy.  I  met  the  superintendent  and  got  the  man 
employment  until  I  could  come  down  and  take  the  case  up.  The  only 
matter  that  could  have  been  settled  was  the  matter  of  compensation. 
I  had  that  man  at  work  four  days  after  I  had  the  case  referred  to  m.e. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Weir,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — Resolution  No,  16  and 
Resolution  No.  82  are  on  the  same  subject,  and  have  been  considered 
together. 


To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 
of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

Gentlemen — We,  the  officers  and  members  of  local  unions  Nos. 
2368,  605  and  683,  desire  to  go  on  record  as  being  highly  in  favor  of 
establishing  an  Old  Folks'  Home  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of 
our  needy  old,  and  also  of  those  who  have  been  injured  and  are  unable 
to  provide  for  themselves. 

In  consideration  of  such  a  measure  we  earnestly  recommend  that 
this  convention  appoint  a  committee  to  plan  a  systematic  means  of 
raising  funds  to  promote  such  an  enterprise. 


Resolution  Mo.  16. 


Murphysboro,  111.,  Feb.  11,  1911. 


A.  H.  POOLE, 
WADE  GUSBEY, 
S.  BRUSTER, 
CHARLES  PEINTEUR, 


(Seal.) 


Committee  Local  683. 


ROBT.  KEENAN, 
GEO.  BOWERMAN, 
GEO.  SMITH, 


(Seal.) 


Committee  Local  605. 


DAVID  DAVIE S, 
NICHOLAS  GREEN, 
I.  R.  GALLIHER,. 
K.  H.  KILBY, 
JOS.  WARD, 


(Seal.) 


Committee  Local  2368. 
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Resolution  No.  82. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and.  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 
of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Springfield,  Illinois: 

Gentlemen — Be  it  resolved,  That  the  miners  of  the  state  of  Illinois 
purchase  some  laud  and  erect  a  home  for  the  aged  and  disabled  miners, 
seeing  that  some  of  our  miners  are  in  a  deplorable  condition  and  in  no 
financial  condition  to  h^lp  themselves  when  they  are  aged  and  disabled 
foi  life;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  As  every  other  society  makes  provisions  for  the  aged 
and  disabled  members,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  do  the  same;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  as  delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Con- 
vention should  make  provisions  at  this  convention  for  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  ESLICK, 
Local  Union  No.  1632,  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Secretary  Wier — -The  committee  concurs  in  the  spirit  of  the  reso- 
lution but  recommends  that  no  action  be  taken  at  this  time. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  (Seconded.) 

President  Walker — The  members  of  the  committee  think  a  home 
ought  to  be  established,  but  that  it  is  not  right  to  act  at  this  time. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — If  it  is  not  wise  at  this  time  it  will  be  un- 
necessary for  me  to  say  anything  about  it.  A  plan  I  have  seen  carried 
out  is  a  good  one.  The  miners  have  succeeded  in  many  instances  in 
getting  a  perpetual  lease  of  some  land  and  getting  contributions  from 
other  people.  I  don't  know  in  how  many  cases  that  has  occurred 
in  the  country  I  came  from,  but  there  were  many  cases.  In  one  place 
ten  free  cottages  were  erected,  each  with  a  little  plot  of  ground. 
These  men  certainly  appreciated  those  cottages.  Buildings  have  not 
been  erected  for  all  the  aged  men,  but  they  all  had  a  chance  to  put  in 
their  applications  and  the  names  are  drawn  out.  In  that  country  they 
have  a  small  pension,  and  if  they  have  a  home  they  are  quite  com- 
fortable. The  country  gives  the  pension  to  the  aged  miners.  This 
provides  a  comfortable  existence  for  them  and  is  better  than  the  poor 
house.  If  this  is  not  a  good  time  to  take  up  the  case  it  ought  to  be 
agitated,  and  as  soon  as  a  suitable  time  comes  put  it  in  practice. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  believe  now  there  is  a  measure  pending  in  the 
legislature.  I  move  now  that  we  defer  action  on  these  resolutions  until 
our  next  regular  convention.    (Seconded  and  car'^ied.) 
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Resolution  No.  83. 

Whereas,  The  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  District  12,  have  paid  out  an  enorm- 
ous sum  for  office  rent,  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  we  are  strong  enough  to  build  our  own 
office  rooms,  etc.;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  a  committee  of  three  as  a  Building  Com- 
mittee to  take  steps  towards  the  building  of  a  permanent  office  for 
District  12  and  thus  avoid  paying  rent,  said  committee  to  report  to  the 
next  convention. 

CHAS.  FLYNN,  President. 
JESS  EASTON,  Secretary. 

L.  U.  317. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concurrence. 

Delegate  King  (B.) — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  thi 
committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Veal — This  resolution  is  based  on  a  certain  idea.  That 
idea,  to  our  way  of  thinking,  means  the  permanency  and  perpetuation 
of  the  existing  order.  Now  the  President  has  suggested  in  his  report 
that  the  thing  necessary  for  us  to  do  would  be  to  buy  ground  and  also 
have  tents.  We  have  heard  a  lot  of  talk  about  class  war.  If  there  is  a 
class  war  let  us  recognize  the  fact  that  to  build  institutions  in  line  with 
the  existing  order  is  nonsense.  We  are  going  through  a  period  of  transi- 
tion. The  present  institutions  are  shaking,  and  they  will  have  to 
give  way  to  other  institutions.  We  should  not  expend  our  energies 
building  institutions  for  the  capitalist  class.  When  we  build  let  us 
build  our  own  institutions  and  take  the  institutions  from  the  capital- 
ist class  because  they  are  ours. 

President  Walker — When  a  man  works  for  an  employer  just  now 
he  is  recognizing  the  institution  Brother  Veal  is  complaining  of.  If 
he  can  find  out  a  way  of  recognizing  it  without  working  under  the 
present  circumstances,  I  think  it  would  be  appreciated  by  the  organ- 
ization if  he  could  arrange  a  plan  of  that  kind. 

Delegate  Veal — Did  you  recommend  in  your  report  the  necessity 
of  building  tents? 

President  Walker — No,  the  necessity  of  getting  a  piece  of  ground 
we  could  put  tents  on  in  case  there  was  a  war. 

Delegate  Veal — There  is  a  war  on.  Tents  suggest  war.  Let  us 
recognize  the  fact  that  we  are  going  on  the  battle  field  and  into  those 
tents.    Let  us  not  build  any  more  buildings 
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President  Walker — It  would  be  all  right,  if  we  had  the  order  exist 
ing  that  Brother  Veal  refers  to,  to  refuse  to  do  anything  that  "would 
be  of  material  benefit  to  us  at  the  present  time;  but  we  must  recognize 
the  existing  state  of  affairs  and  strengthen  ourselves  as  best  we  can 
under  it  to  enable  us  to  make  the  fight  to  bring  about  the  condition  he 
desires  before  we  will  ever  get  it.  As  long  as  men  in  the  movement  are 
going  to  simply  ignore  the  existing  state  of  offairs  in  an  effort  to 
evolve  the  picture  in  their  own  minds  of  what  they  should  have  at  some 
time,  they  are  not  going  to  make  much  progress. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Eesolution  No.  84. 

Whereas,  Believing  as  we  do  that  all  of  the  concessions  which  we 
have  gained  from  the  employers  of  labor  are  the  result  of  education 
along  proper  lines;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Secretary-Treasurer  be  instructed  to 
purchase  at  the  lowest  possible  cost  a  sufficient  number  of  the  follow- 
ing, to  be  sent  out  to  the  various  locals,  at  the  rate  of  20  pamphlets 
for  100  members;  said  pamphlets  to  be  the  property  of  the  local  union 
and  to  be  circulated  among  the  members: 
Debs'  Revolutionary  Unionism. 
Debs'  Craft  Unionism. 
Debs*  Class  Unionism. 
DeLeon's  "What  Means  This  Strike?" 
Preamble  of  the  I.  W.  World. 

(Signed.)    PHILIP  L.  VEAL,  L.  U.  2708, 
T.  J.  MCDONALD,  L.  U.  2468, 
DAN  DAVIS,  L.  U.  317, 
EDW.  WILLIAMS,  L.  U.  860, 
FRANK  HEFFERLY,  L.  U.  848. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  adopt  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Veal — That  resolution  is  from  Local  2708,  and  is  signed 
by  the  President  and  Secretary.  That  question  was  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed there.  The  motive  that  prompted  the  resolution  is  this:  Those 
men  recognize  the  fact  that  there  is  no  work  at  the  present  time  and 
that  there  will  be  no  work  next  summer;  hence  the  necessity  of  study- 
ing, hence  the  necessity  of  coming  in  touch  with  the  great  master 
minds  of  America  who  have  given  to  the  world  the  highest  expressions 
on  economic  questions.  It  is  immaterial  to  us  whether  the  men  are 
opposed  to  a  certain  individual  or  not,  that  is  not  the  question.  Last 
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summer,  though  President  Walker  and  I  disagreed  on  certain  ques- 
tions, I  was  compelled  to  give  way  to  him  because  I  was  supposed  to 
be  an  anarchist  on  that  proposition.  You  know  that  Fuel  came  out 
and  attacked  his  position.  The  reason  there  is  so  much  friction  in 
^our  movement  is  because  we  do  not  understand  each  other's  ideas  and 
we  do  not  understand  the  labor  movement.  We  must  understand  the 
labor  movement,  and  in  order  to  do  so  we  have  to  read  the  literature 
that  deals  with  these  questions.  Eugene  V.  Debs'  works  on  "Class 
Crafts"  and  "Revolutionary  Unionism"  can  not  be  disputed  as  being 
the  highest  expression  of  trades  unionism. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  He  has  exceeded  his 
time. 

On  motion  Delegate  Veal's  time  was  extended. 

Delegate  Veal — I  say  that  Deb's  pamphlets  are  the  highest  expres- 
sion of  the  trade  union  movement.  We  are  interested  vitally  in  the 
question,  and  we  want  the  coal  miners  of  the  state  to  be  put  in  touch 
with  the  class  intellectual  development  of  the  age.  I  hope  you  will 
recognize  that  the  men  in  the  Belleville  district  want  those  ideas  to 
go  before  the  miners  of  the  state.  We  ask  you  to  remove  all  prejudice 
and  allow  your  minds  to  be  so  free  that  you  are  willing  these  men 
shall  come  in  touch  with  that  literature,  and  you  can  make  it  possible 
very  easily  by  endorsing  this  resolution. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  am  not  a  Socialist,  not  a  professed  Social- 
ist but  I  am  very  much  like  Brother  Veal  in  believing  that  a  little  edu- 
cation along  these  lines  will  do  us  more  good  than  the  circulars  that 
have  been  delivered  to  us  now  and  again,  and  they  would  not  cost  us 
any  more.  I  believe  our  time  will  be  better  occupied  in  reading  them 
than  in  reading  the  other  kind.  I  am  opposed  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee.  I  think  the  expense  would  be  small  and  we  would 
gel  a  lot  out  of  it. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  desire  to  speak  in  opprsition  to  the  motion 
before  the  house.  As  has  been  stated  by  Brother  Veal,  there  is  going 
to  be  a  great  change  take  place.  The  crafts  organizations  of  today 
must  resolve  Themselves  into  industrial  unions.  As  the  work  will  be 
dull  in  the  summer  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  out  of  the  way  for  the 
men  at  home  to  be  supplied  with  this  literature.  The  present  craft 
organizations  must  go  down  and  out  because  they  have  outlived  their 
usefulness.  We  all  recognize  that.  We  certainly  ought  to  post  our- 
selves by  reading  the  literature  suggested  in  the  resolution. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  want  to  say  that  so  far  as  the  principle 
involved  is  concerned  I  am  in  favor  of  it,  but  I  think  we  ought  to  let 
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the  secretary  or  somebody  else  have  something  to  say  about  the  litera- 
ture that  we  give  out.  Personally  I  want  to  agree  about  the  literature 
that  has  been  sent  out  through  some  sources  that  was  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  organization;  but  I  question  whether  we  can  all  agree 
with  Brother  Veal  as  to  the  sort  of  literature  that  should  be  sent  out. 

It  is  true  this  organization  should  be  an  educational  factor,  but 
in  the  68,000  members  there  is  a  variance  of  opinion  in  the  matter. 
As  one  member  who  is  interested  in  having'  the  rank  and  file  educated 
to  a  certain  standard  I  am  not  in  favor  of  taking  some  other  fellow's 
ideas.  I  have  read  some  of  the  pamphlets  mentioned,  and  if  I  wanted 
to  go  out  and  serve  as  a  union-wrecking  agency  I  would  circulate  them. 
Daniel  DeLeon  has  spent  his  spare  energy  for  years  in  taking  a  rap 
at  every  man  who  has  been  honored  by  the  rank  and  file  with  official 
position.  So  far  as  his  writing  on  trade  union  matters  are  concerned. 
I  have  read  some  of  them  and  have  consigned  them  safely  to  the  waste 
basket  where  they  belonged. 

There  are  pamphlets,  laying  aside  the  question  of  prejudice  from 
my  own  mind,  that  would  do  much  good  in  many  of  the  communities 
in  this  country.  The  Western  Federation  of  Miners  for  years  sent 
out  tons  of  literature  along  trades  union  and  economic  lines,  and  you 
could  see  the  reflection  of  it  when  you  attended  their  conventions  and 
heard  the  discussion;  but  when  we  are  going  to  hold  ourselves  down 
to  certain  literature  that  would  meet  with  the  opposition  of  ninety  per 
cent  of  our  men  I  think  we  would  be  making  a  mistake.  I  am  in  favor 
of  educating  the  members,  but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  sending  out  some 
of  the  literature  mentioned.  If  we  are  going  to  start  out  on  this  line 
let  us  send  literature  that  will  remove  from  the  minds  of  the  members 
the  prejudice  they  now  have  along  certain  lines,  then  lead  on  from 
that  to  other  things.  But  if  we  are  going  to  tie  ourselves  up  to  some  of 
Debs'  books  and  some  of  DeLeon's  I  am  opposed.  Dan  DeLeon  has 
devoted  all  his  spare  energy  for  years  to  calling  everybody  who  did  not 
agree  with  him  fakers  and  grafters.  I  have  no  right  to  say  a  man  is  a 
crook  or  a  grafter  who  does  not  agree  with  me,  neither  has  Dan  De- 
Leon,  v/ith  ail  his  efforts  to  break  up  our  organization  in  the  state. 
He  held  several  meetings  in  Springfield  not  long  ago  to  try  to  arouse 
sentiment  in  favor  of  a  certain  form  of  organization,  and  his  remarks 
were  especially  directed  towards  tearing  up  other  organizations.  At 
one  of  his  meetings  I  understand  he  had  sixteen  men  in  the  audience 
when  he  began  and  when  he  got  through  he  had  himself  and  a  couple 
of  friends  on  the  platform,  his  remarks  along  trades  union  lines  were 
so  interesting. 

There  a^e  many  books  it  would  be  advantageous  for  our  members 
to  read.  Wo  could  not  spend  money  in  a  better  way  than  to  get  the 
proper  literature  into  their  hands.    As  has  been  stated,  there  will  be 
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lots  of  time  to  read  this  summer,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  sit  down  and 
read  a  certain  brand  of  literature,  especially  if  it  is  calculated  to 
poison  my  mind  against  the  present  organization  that  has  cost  so 
much  to  build  up.  Let  us  be  a  little  liberal  about  this.  For  a  few 
cents  the  average  miner  can  get  these  various  pamphlets  and  many 
others  from  various  publishing  houses.  I  am  not  going  to  favor  a 
resolution  that  says  only  certain  ones  shall  be  sent  out,  four  of  Dan 
DeLeon's  and  one  of  Debs' — a  man  I  think  a  whole  lot  of.  If  we  intend 
to  go  into  this  matter  let  us  give  it  careful  consideration.  If  the 
state  secretary  is  to  be  instructed  to  send  out  literature,  let  us  have  a 
little  more  liberality  about  it.  Don't  insruct  him  to  send  out  a  few 
pamphlets,  most  of  which  are  written  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up 
the  trades  union  movement  in  America. 

Delegate  Veal — I  do  not  desire  that  DeLeon  shall  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  proposition,  because  I  am  not  tied  up  and  never  have  been  to 
any  one  man  or  organization.  If  Delegate  McDonald  says  he  is  in 
favor  of  supporting  the  resolution  or  part  of  it,  we  will  strike  out  the 
DeLeon  pamphlets  and  let  us  insert  all  of  Debs'  pamphlets.  I  hope 
the  delegates  will  not  be  prejudiced  in  this  proposition. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — I  move  as  a  substitute  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  when  amended  by  striking  out  the  pamphlets  written  by 
DeLeon  and  providing  for  the  purchase  only  of  those  written  by  Debs 
on  organization,  and  giving  the  secretary  discretionary  power  in  fur- 
nishing other  literature.  (Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  substitute  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Rosan  debate  was  closed. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 


Resolution  No.  85. 

Christopher,  111.,  Feb.  17,  1911. 

Whereas,  The  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  in  the  case  of  Moore  vs. 
Dering  Coal  Company,  1.  e.  242d  Illinois,  page  80,  has  robbed  organized 
labor  of  protection  against  injury,  thereby  increasing  the  burden  of  the 
already  overburdened  workman,  and 

Whereas,  Believing  and  advocating  as  we  have  for  an  Employers' 
Liability  Law,  that  would  give  us  adequate  protection,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  instruct  our  Legislative  Committee 
to  have  the  mining  laws  of  Illinois  amended  to  include  the  sinking 
of  shafts,  both  hoisting  and  air  shafts. 

J.  W.  THOMPSON.  J.  W.  SHADOT\^N 

J.  V.  COUNCIL.  T.  J.  McDonald. 

J.  A.  MOORMAN. 
(Seal)  L.  U.  2468. 
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The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report 
of  the  committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  did  not  have  much  information  in 
regard  to  this  case  when  I  was  in  the  convention.  It  seems  Moore 
was  killed  while  engaged  as  a  sinker  in  a  shaft  of  the  Dering  Coal 
Company.  James  A.  Moore  and  Mrs.  Moore  brought  suit  in  the  county 
court  and  recovered  damages  to  the  amount  of  $3,000.  The  defendants 
appealed  and  the  decision  was  reversed.  An  appeal  was  taken  to  the 
Supreme  Court  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  lower  court.  It  seems 
there  was  no  flange  on  the  drum  used  in  that  mine.  The  rope  slippe  1 
off  the  drum,  Moore  was  thrown  out  of  the  bucket  and  fell  400  feet. 
They  interpreted  the  State  Mining  Law  to  suit  themselves,  that  the 
engine  was  not  in  connection  with  the  mining  of  coal,  that  the  exca- 
vation was  not  used  at  the  time  for  ventilatiing  the  coal  mine  of 
the  defendant.  They  assumed  that  when  completed  it  would  be  used 
as  a  shaft  for  mining  coal  and  for  the  purpose  of  ventilation.  We 
will  all  agree  that  that  august  body,  the  Supreme  Court,  has  taken 
every  possible  opportunity  to  slap  at  organized  labor  and  reverse  every 
decision  possible  where  members  of  our  organizations  or  other  organ- 
izations have  been  successful  in  the  circuit  court  in  securing  judgment 
of  any  character  whatever. 

You  miners  all  know  these  things.  You  are  supposed  to  be  the 
most  intelligent  men  in  the  rank  and  file.  You  know  we  have  a  pro- 
vision in  the  mining  law  putting  your  places  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  those  laws.  The  law  provides  that  a  flange  of  a  drum  must  be  r;t 
least  four  inches.  We  cannot  be  too  strong  in  this  proposition.  If 
there  is  any  possible  way  to  amend  the  law  so  that  the  Supreme  Court 
— for  which  I  have  the  greatest  contempt — I  think  it  should  be  done. 
They  assume  that  the  mines  are  simply  holes  in  the  ground  until  the 
company  starts  to  hoist  coal. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  86. 

Cristopher,  111.,  Feb.  17,  1911. 
Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  D.  U.  2468,  having,  as  we  believe, 
been  unjustly  dealt  with  by  having  imposed  on  us  as  dock  boss,  a  man 
personally  prejudiced  against  the  members  of  the  local  union,  who 
threatened  to  retaliate  by  fining  them  because  said  local  imposed  a  fine 
of  $10.00  on  him  for  discrimination,  which  fine  was  affirmed  by  the 
sub-district,  the  committee  demanded  of  the  superintendent  his  removal 
on  account  of  said  prejudice,  but  he  refused.    The  committee  notified 


304  Minutes  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 


the  superintendent  that  under  such  glaring  injustice  they  would  de- 
mand that  all  fines  imposed  by  him  be  refunded.  The  case  was  ap- 
pealed to  sub-district,  when  said  dock  boss  admitted  to  Sub-District 
Vice  President  Doolin  that  he  did  make  such  threats;  that  the  fine 
made  him  mad  ;and  that  he  meant  it;  therefore  we,  the  members  of 
the  above  local  union  believe  that  in  all  honesty  and  fairness  they  . 
are  entitled  to  the  amount  stolen  from  them  under  the  guise  of  an 
agreement  which  has  in  this  case  certainly  been  prostituted. 

DAVID   McCLURE,  President. 

FRED  SILKWOOD,  Pin.  Sec'y. 

T.  J.  Mcdonald. 

SAM  COLLINS.  . 

(Seal)  Committee. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Board. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  am  not  acquainted  with  all  the 
facts  in  the  case.  I  was  not  acting  in  the  capacity  of  official  in  that 
mine  at  that  time.  It  seems  the  management  discriminated  against 
the  brother.  He  was  not  acting  as  dock  boss  at  that  tim.e.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  sub-district.  The  Vice  President  of  the  sub-district  came 
there  and  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  local.  Apparently  he  seemed 
to  be  satisfied  and  did  not  make  any  appeal.  A  short  time  after  that 
when  the  Financial  Secretary  was  instructed  by  the  local  union  to  tell 
him  he  would  have  to  pay  the  fine  he  said,  "I  am  certainly  going  to 
get  even.  I  am  going  to  be  dock  boss,  and  if  you  fellows  make  me 
pay  that  fine  I  will  make  you  pay  a  great  many  times  more  than  that 
fine." 

When  the  matter  was  brought  to  my  attention  I  took  it  up  with 
the  superintendent.  I  told  him  we  believed  in  clean  coal,  that  I  had 
believed  in  that  ever  since  I  worked  in  the  mines.  I  said  I  did  not  want 
a  man  to  pass  judgment  on  my  coal  or  on  any  other  brother's  coal  who 
had  made  such  a  statement.  He  said  he  would  not  remove  him.  I  told 
the  superintendent  if  he  did  not  remove  him  in  the  face  of  charges 
of  that  character  we  would  take  up  the  case  and  ask  that  all  fines  be 
remitted  while  he  had  been  acting  in  the  capacity  of  dock  bosn. 
Several  fines  were  assessed  before  he  was  put  on,  but  noting  like 
the  number  he  has  put  on.  The  month  before  he  went  on  the  fines 
amounted  to  $120.50  He  came  on  the  9th  of  this  present  month  and 
the  fines  aggregated  $80  for  four  days.  All  I  ask  is  that  the  fines  as- 
sessed from  the  time  we  protested  against  a  man  of  that  character 
pas'sing  judgment  on  our  coal  up  to  the  time  the  matter  was  settled 
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be  returned  to  us.  I  believe  they  were  not  taken  from  us  under  the 
agreement  at  all. 

Delegate  Baxeldane — I  would  like  to  have  the  sub-district  officers 
who  are  interested  in  that  grievance  make  a  few  remarks. 

President  Walker — Brother  Doolin  is  not  here. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  to  iamend,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
Brother  Doolin,  that  the  words  "Executive  Board"  be  stricken  out  and 
that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  sub-district  convention  of  Sub- 
District  7.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Eesolution  No.  87. 

Springfield  Feb.  21,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  District  No.  12,  assembled: 

Greeting — Whereas,  Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a  great 
scandal  which  has  originated  at  the  North  Mine  at  Pana,  and 

Whereas,  The  check  weighman  and  company  weighman  have  been 
accused  of  defrauding  the  men,  and 

Whereas,  The  grand  jury  has  seen  fitting  and  proper  to  return  in- 
dictments against  said  weighmen,  and 

Whereas,  There  are  attempts  being  made  wbereby  justice  might 
be  defeated;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolvel,  That  the  district  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to 
use  their  influence  to  see  that  justice  is  not  defeated. 

RespecfuU  submitted, 

FRANK  DAVIS,  L.  U.  721, 
HARRY  PIERSON,  L.  U.  721. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Murphy  (B.) — In  this  case  the  check  weighmen  and  the 
company  weighmen  are  charged  with  stealing  from  the  miners  at  that 
mine.  I  tried  to  find  out  all  about  the  case.  In  June,  1910,  I  received 
information  from  a  man  who  had  been  working  at  the  North  Mine.  He 
stated  to  me  that  there  was  considerable  graft  going  on  at  the  mine. 
I  said  1  so  understood.   He  asked,  "Did  Dan  tell  you?" 

I  said  he  did.  With  that  he  told  me  that  he  had  received  cards, 
six  or  seven  I  think,  during  the  time  he  had  not  been  working.  After 
we  got  through  discussing  the  situation  I  made  it  my  business  to  go 
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to  the  house  of  a  man  1  thought  I  could  get  further  information  from. 
I  asked  him  if  he  knew  how  it  was  done.  He  said  in  his  judgment 
the  checkweighman  and  the  company  weighman  would  take  from  100 
to  200  pounds  from  each  car  or  whatever  the  amount  might  be,  and 
hold  it  until  such  time  as  they  got  forty-six  or  forty-seven  hundred 
pounds,  then  give  it  to  some  of  the  men  who  were  in  cahoots  with 
them,  and  on  pay  day  they  would  divide  it  up  among  the  men  who 
were  receiving  it  and  the  check  weighman  and  company  weighman. 

During  my  investigation  I  tried  to  get  some  information  from  a 
man  named  Nafuss.  He  had  been  in  Pana  but  had  gone  to  Chicago. 
On  July  5th  when  I  was  in  Chicago  1  got  his  address  and  went  to  see 
him.  I  asked  for  information.  He  said  he  had  got  part  of  it,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  members  of  our  organization  who  had  been 
working  there  had  gone  into  partnership  with  him,  with  the  under- 
standing that  he  would  split  the  profit  he  was  making  in  the  mine. 
Later  on  I  tried  to  get  more  information.  I  consulted  Vice  President 
Lawrence  and  Board  Member  Clark.  Board  Member  Clark  and  I  went 
to  see  Nafuss  again.  He  gave  us  the  same  information  he  had  given 
when  i  went  by  myself.  I  was  advised  to  take  the  matter  up  with  the 
representative  of  the  coal  company.  I  did  so  some  time  in  September. 
The  superintendent  told  me  he  knew  about  it;  that  he  had  been  trying 
to  catch  them,  but  was  unable  to  do  so.  Later  on  I  took  the  matter 
up  with  the  state  mine  inspector,  Tom  Moses,  and  asked  what  advice 
he  could  give  me  to  help  catch  the  men.  He  told  me  of  other  cases 
of  a  similar  nature  in  that  field  that  he  had  been  unable  to  get. 

I  do  not  want  to  go  into  further  details  as  it  would  occupy  too 
much  time,  but  I  was  able  to  get  this  matter  brought  before  the  grand 
jury  and  secured  an  indictment  against  the  check  weighman,  the 
company  weighman  and  some  other  men.  I  don't  know  who  they  are 
because  their  names  have  not  been  made  public.  I  was  unable  to  get 
at  the  bottom  of  this  myself,  but  some  of  the  men  who  are  in  with  the 
check  weighman  and  the  company  weighman  were  not  given  enough 
of  the  profits  and  one  or  two  of  them  squealed.  It  was  brought  up  in 
a  local  meeting  and  discussed.  The  members  of  that  local  union 
elected  a  committee  of  twelve  to  hear  the  case.  The  committee  found 
the  men  guilty.  After  it  was  known  that  the  names  of  some  men  were 
brought  into  the  matter  who  are  not  working  in  the  mines  at  the 
present  time  and  are  not  members  of  the  organization,  they  came  to 
me  and  asked  me  what  I  knew  about  it.  They  wanted  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  squelch  the  matter  with  the  grand  jury  or  the  state's  attorney. 
I  said  as  far  as  I  was  concerned  I  had  nothing  to  say  then,  but  when 
the  time  came,  as  a  member  of  the  organization,  if  I  were  called  be- 
fore grand  jury  I  would  tell  all  I  knew.  I  said  I  would  make  it  my 
business  to  go  there  and  do  so.    After  I  had  done  so  one  or  two  mem- 


Of  the  United  Mint  Workers  of  Illinois 


30" 


bers  of  the  iocal  union  came  out  in  the  public  press  with  statements, 
among  them  that  they  had  issued  papers  for  me  to  appear  before  the 
grand  jury  owing  to  the  fact  that  I  had  the  verbatim  report  of  the 
evidence  of  the  boys  who  had  confessed.  The  secretary  of  the  sub- 
district  had  the  statement  and  1  got  a  copy.  One  copy  was  turned 
over  to  Sub-Distriot  President  Davis  and  one  to  Secretary  Huffmaster. 
I  instructed  the  secretary  to  hold  one  of  the  original  copies  so  I  could 
keep  it  for  my  own  benefit  and  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  the 
organization,  and  present  to  the  grand  jury.  I  said  that  I  would  pay 
for  having  a  copy  made.  The  resolution  is  presented  here  today  to  the 
delegates  in  order  that  they  can  go  on  record  instructing  the  Executive 
Board  to  Investigate  because  they  think  there  are  other  people  impli- 
cated as  well  as  the  two  weighmen.  We  don't  want  the  attorney  or 
the  assistant  state's  attorney  to  smother  the  matter. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  happen  to  be  a  sub-district  president.  The 
first  I  heard  of  this  a  young  fellow  came  to  me  and  informed  me  that  he 
was  being  held  up  and  robbed  by  the  check  weighman  and  the  com- 
pany weighman.  He  asked  if  I  could  take  the  case  up.  I  said  that  I 
could  not  do  so  until  it  had  been  taken  up  in  the  local.  I  told  him  to 
get  next  to  the  fellows  in  the  ring.  He  said  there  was  a  ring  there. 
He  went  after  a  fellov/  named  Amscott  who  was  in  the  ring.  The 
young  man  stated  that  he  was  being  robbed.  I  had  him  put  the  matter 
in  writing.  We  had  a  trial  which  lasted  nearly  all  night.  Twelve  men 
were  elected  to  try  the  case  and  they  expelled  the  check  weighman 
from  the  organization.  After  he  was  expelled  a  while  he  appealed  his 
case  to  me.  I  said  I  would  have  to  have  the  evidence.  He  gave  me 
a  written  copy  of  the  evidence.  After  I  had  made  a  decision  Barney 
Murphy  came  to  the  ofiice.  The  check  weighman  was  there.  I  sealed 
the  verdict  in  the  case.  He  asked  what  my  decision  was,  and  I  said 
it  was  in  favor  of  the  local.  He  appealed  the  case  to  Brother  Murphy, 
and  after  he  had  done  that  I  got  a  letter  from  the  local  asking  that  I 
give  back  the  sheet  with  the  evidence  on  it.  Brother  Murphy  had  the 
evidence.  They  called  me  to  the  hall  and  the  president  and  secretary 
told  me  they  wanted  this  so  the  check  weighman  could  fight  his  case 
intelligently.  They  went  so  far  as  to  go  to  the  girl  who  had  taken  the 
evidence  in 'shorthand  and  destroy  the  proceedings  she  had.  All  the 
other  copies  were  destroyed  and  they  said  they  wanted  my  copy  to 
give  to  the  check  weighman  so  he  could  fight  the  case.  I  said  I  did 
not  have  it.  The  grand  jury  sent  a  subpoena  to  me  asking  for  its  re- 
turn. I  went  up  there  and  gave  them  the  letter  with  the  demand  in  it. 
I  said  I  did  not  have  the  evidence,  that  Barney  Murphy  had  it  in 
Chicago. 

One  of  the  local  officers  named  James  Haynes  and  John  Savannis 
and  another  man  tried  to  give  me  evidence  in  favor  of  the  check  weigh- 
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man.  I  said  I  did  not  consider  that,  that  all  the  evidence  I  had  I  would 
give  to  the  board.  It  looked  as  though  Haynes  and  Brother  Savannis 
were  making  an  effort  to  clear  this  man.  A  yong  fellow  named  Am- 
scott  showed  that  a  man  went  to  him  after  the  local  meeting  and  said 
if  he  would  go  back  and  say  that  he  had  lied  he  would  give  him  five 
dollars  and  would  guarantee  him  good  wages  when  the  mine  started. 

Going  home  I  met  a  friend  and  he  told  me  that  a  year  ago  a  friend 
of  his  left  Pana  where  he  had  been  working  in  the  North  Mine.  He 
said  the  friend  told  him  to  go  to  the  North  shaft  if  he  wanted  to  make 
money,  but  to  get  in  the  ring  first.  The  evidence  shows  that  one  young 
fellow  got  thirty-one  cars.  I  would  like  to  see  all  the  men  in  that  ring 
involved.  I  made  all  the  record  I  could.  I  called  the  company  weigh- 
man  oat  and  said  I  would  try  to  protect  him  if  he  would  give  me  the 
entire  matter.  He  was  surprised,  he  said,  that  the  check  weighman 
and  the  meii  in  the  North  Mine  should  bring  it  in. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  was  on  the  jury.  Fellows  got  as 
high  as  three  cars  on  the  sheet  they  had  not  loaded  at  all.  He  said  he 
turned  the  evidence  in  the  case  over  to  the  district  president  and  the 
district  president  said  he  had  turned  it  over  to  the  board  member.  The 
board  member  said  he  told  him  he  had  never  had  the  original  copy,  and 
they  were  trying  to  make  away  with  it.  That  is  why  I  presented  the 
resolution. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  89. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1011. 
Whereas,  The  representative  of  the  Bakery  and  Confectionery 
Workers'  International  Union  of  America  has  appealed  to  our  con- 
vention for  our  moral  assistance  in  their  endeavor  to  organize  the 
bakery  workers  in  our  district,  and  demand  the  union  label  on  all 
bread,  and 

Whereas,  The  Heydt  Bakery  of  St.  Louis,  the  Noll  Bakery  and 
the  Alton  Bakery  and  Catering  Co.  of  Alton,  are  on  the  unfair  list 
of  organized  labor,  and 

Whereas,  The  above  named  bakeries  are  doing  a  large  shipping 
business  to  mining  towns;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  endorse  the  appeal  of  the  Bakery 
Workers,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  this  convention  be  instructed  by 
this  action  to  report  the  matter  to  their  constituents  and  have  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  assist  the  Bakery  workers  in  their  work  of  organ 
ization;  and,  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That  we  request  all  members  when  purchasing  bread, 
to  insist  that  it  bears  the  label  of  the  Bakery  and  Confectionery  Work- 
ers' International  Union. 

ADOLPH  GERMBR. 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 
On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

Resolution  No.  92. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
To  the  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  State  Convention  here 
Assembled : 

Whereas,  A  bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  State  Legislature 
known  as  House  Bill  No.  31;  and 

Whereas,  Such  bill  would  be  a  detriment  to  all  long  wall  minis 
and  would  place  the  northern  mines  at  the  mercy  of  the  operators, 
we,  the  undersigned  delegates  ask  the  State  Convention  to  go  on  record 
as  not  being  in  favor  of  such  a  bill. 

Wrvl.  HUTTON,  L.  U.  4. 

JOHN  KEATING. 

BENJ.  KING,  L.  U.  800. 

IKE  WEAVER,  L.  U.  1722 

CHAS.  SHALEEN,  L.  U.  37. 

CHAS.  BENNETT,  L.  U.  473. 

M.  H.  LOEBACH,  L.  U.  649. 

FRANK  OBERMILLER,  L.  U.  726. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
tlie  Legislative  Committee. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  93. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
Whereas,  By  investigation,  it  has  been  discovered  that  Beall  Bros., 
Alton,  111.,  are  employers  of  non-union  labor  to  the  extent  that  only 
one-fourth  of  the  employees  are  organized;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  as  protesting  against 
the  use  of  tools  manufactured  at  the  factory  of  the  said  Beall  Bros. 

DAVE  SHAW, 
JAS.  WILKINSON, 

Delegates  Local  U.  2219. 
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The  committee  concurred  in  the  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  concurred  in. 

President  Walker — I  believe  you  could  make  a  stronger  protest  if 
you  refused  to  buy  tools  unless  they  had  the  union  label  on  them. 

A  Delegate — There  are  newspapers  sold  in  this  hall  that  do  not 
have  the  union  label. 

President  Walker — The  International  Typographical  Union  in 
making  a  contract  with  different  newspapers  does  not  insist  on  the 
label  being  placed  on  the  papers,  although  they  insist  on  the  closed 
shop  where  they  have  an  agreement. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  94. 

We,  the  delegates  from  Local  Unions  from  7th  Sub-District,  namely: 

Local  1059— Del.,  C.  J.  McClatchey. 
Local  1112— Del.,  Elmer  Keel. 
Local  1040— Del.,  D.  W.  Dove. 
Local  1910.,  Del.,  W.  C.  Kielhorn. 
Local  2515— Del.,  Wm.  Shea. 
Local    420— Del.,  Wm.  B.  Jarrell. 
Local  2837— Del.,  W.  G.  Russell. 
Local.   843— Del.,  Giles  Davis. 
Local    794— Del.,  Hugh  Wallace. 
Local  1865 — Del.,  Wm.  Hogan. 
Whereas,  It  seems  to  exist  that  the  operator  is  inclined  to  employ 
new  men  not  already  members  of  the  organization  in  preference  to  old 
members,  such  as  have  gone  through  the  strike;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  local  unions  instruct  pit  committee  to  ask  operators 
to  employ  those  who  are  already  members  in  preference  to  new  men 
coming  in  and  making  application  to  local  unions;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  state  convention  ask  the  officials 
who  have  charge  of  the  adjustment  of  the  machine  division  to  urge  an 
immediate  settlement  of  the  machine  division. 

By  action  of  the  delegates  assembled  in  county  meeting  at  Eldo- 
rado, 111.,  Feb.  18,  1911. 

CHAS.  SULLIVAN,  President. 
C.  J.  McCLATCHLEY,  Secretary. 
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The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Board  for  action. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Eesolution  ]S'0.  95. 

Whereas,  The  wage  worker  is  robbed,  due  to  his  ignorance  of 
economic  conditions;  therefore  be  it 

Reh^olved,  That  $100  be  subscribed  for  Deb's  "Craft  Unionism," 
"Glass  Unionism,"  and  "Revolutionary  Unionism."  And  that  $100  be 
subscribed  for  Daniel  DeLeon's  Preamble  of  the  I.  W.  W.,  and  that 
this  literature  be  distributed  among  the  miners. 

PHILIP  L.  VEAL, 
JAMES  MASON,  Sec. 
NICK  FALCETTI,  Pres. 

The  committee  non  concurred  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  adopt  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

President  Walker — As  the  convention  has  already  acted  on  the 
subject  matter  of  this  resolution,  it  will  simply  be  made  a  matter  of 
record  and  the  committee  will  proceed  with  its  report. 

Resolution  No.  96. 

Riverton,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates,  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  mines  in  our  district  have  been  closed  down 
indefinitely;  and, 

Whereas,  The  local  unions  that  are  attached  to  said  mines  have 
not  the  means  to  pay  the  salary  and  expenses  of  their  delegates  who 
are  attending  this  convention;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved;  That  the  delegates  who  are  representing  the  mines 
that  are  closed  down  receive  their  salary  and  expenses  from  the  state 
treasury. 

GEO.  ARMSTRONG,  President. 
MATT  WILKIN,  Delegate. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Weir,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  following  resolu- 
tion was  referred  from  the  International  Convention.  We  have  just 
received  it  from  Secretary  Perry. 
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Resolution  No.  3. 
(Referred  from  the  InteTnational  Convention.) 

OUR  PER  CENT  CUT. 

Whereas,  It  is  generally  given  out  to  the  public,  that  the  coal 
miners  throughout  the  state  of  Illinois  have  received  an  advance  in 
price  for  mining;  and, 

Whereas,  In  Nigger  Holler  Mine  No.  2,  four  hundred  miners  testify- 
that  the  wages  in  reality  are  cut  ten  per  cent,  more  than  one  hundred 
men  have  been  fined,  it  is  the  intention  to  give  to  the  master  class  the 
best  possible  service  in  cleaning  coal.  But  it  is  the  sentiment  that  we 
are  not  responsible  for  a  nature  that  left  dirty  bands  and  sulphur  in 
coal  veins,  and  that  the  docking  system  is  robbery; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  our  union  demands  that  the  docking 
system  be  eliminated  from  the  agreement  as  soon  as  possible. 

NICK  FALCETTI,  President  L.  U.  No.  2708. 
JAMES  MASON,  Secretary  L.  U.  No.  2708. 

Secretary  Weir — The  committee  has  taken  no  action,  as  the  reso- 
lution has  just  been  received, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  next  Scale  Committee. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — ^^Ve  have  the  docking  system  down  our 
way  the  same  as  everywhere  else.  In  the  district  where  I  work  we 
have  two  men  who  are  working  in  two  rooms.  The  coal  is  machine 
cut.  The  clause  in  the  agreement  provides  that  when  a  man  has 
been  fined  three  times  he  can  be  discharged.  Two  men  might  be 
working  together  and  one  man  might  want  to  have  his  buddy  fired 
and  he  could  put  impurities  in  his  buddy's  car.  Under  the  constitu- 
tion, if  that  happens  three  times  the  buddy  can  be  fired.  I  contenc* 
that  these  fines  ought  to  be  divided  between  the  two  men,  that  they 
ought  to  be  held  equally  responsible. 

Delegate  Roache — I  received  a  communication  from  my  local  this 
morning  regarding  the  docking  system.  Down  there  in  Local  1802  we 
have  a  dock  boss,  but  the  superintendent  of  the  mine  goes  around 
the  bottom  of  the  shaft  and  the  inner  workings  marking  cars  with 
the  loaders'  numbers.  They  take  them  off  on  top  and  search  them. 
He  knov/s  the  man  who  runs  levery  number  and  he  is  trying  to  get 
rid  of  certain  individuals.  I  have  received  a  communication  stating 
that  two  men  have  been  fired  since  I  left. 

Delegate  Hefferly — The  mine  I  represent  belongs  to  the  same 
company,  the  Donk  Brothers  Coal  Company.    I  would  like  to  ask  if 
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it  is  a  proper  procedure  to  mark  a  car  and  send  it  on  top  and  have  it 
examined?    Should  not  the  coal  be  weighed  first? 

President  Walker — I  will  say,  Brother  Heiferly,  there  is  no  par- 
ticular method  specified  in  the  contract  as  to  how  docking  shall  be  done. 
While  I  do  not  believe  it  is  fair  to  resort  to  that  method  to  catch  an 
individual,  at  the  same  time  it  will  look  pretty  bad  for  him  if  they 
find  the  dirt  in  the  car.  ' 

Delegate  Edwards  (F.) — I  represent  500  members.  They  have 
fined  as  high  as  forty-three  men  in  one  day.  I  am  one  of  the  com- 
mittee. Has  the  committee  and  the  president  a  right  to  put  a  man 
there  to  watch  the  impurities.  One  day  they  fined  a  lot  of  men.  I 
watched  the  impurities,  and  they  fined  eighteen  men  the  same  day. 
We  cannot  do  anything  at  all.  The  local  pays  $3.50  a  day  for  a  man 
to  watch.  I  don't  know  whether  the  agreement  allows  them  to  dock 
in  that  way  or  not. 

President  Walker — They  have  got  to  have  the  cars  separated  so 
they  will  know  they  are  docking  a  man  for  dirt  in  his  particular  car. 
If  the  case  is  taken  up  it  will  be  settled  on  that  basis. 

Delegate  Edwards — At  the  mine  where  I  work  we  have  13  inches 
of  slate  that  comes  down  on  top  of  the  coal.  The  slate  cleaners  come 
down  there  and  clean  the  big  pieces,  but  they  don't  clean  the  little 
pieces.  They  fine  the  men  for  the  little  pieces  when  the  coal  comes  on 
top.    The  boss  says  they  have  a  right  to  do  it. 

Delegate  Veal — During  the  strike  there  was  no  docking  where  I 
work.  After  the  strike  was  settled  and  the  other  mines  began  to  work 
they  began  to  dock.  A  dock  boss  was  put  up  there  and  as  soon  as  he 
saw  what  was  slate,  or  sulphur  he  would  fine  on  a  box  of  6500  or  7000 
if  there  was  only  150  or  100  pounds  of  dirt  in  it.  We  have  held  meet- 
ing after  meeting,  but  there  is  no  system  under  which  we  can  remedy 
this.  This  brother  comes  from  the  same  district  and  makes  the  state- 
ment that  there  is  discrimination.  We  have  not  reached  as  far  as 
individuals  being  discriminated  against.  Nearly  every  man  in.  that 
mine  has  been  fined.  If  our  condition  is  worse  than  it  was  before  the 
strike,  and  our  money  is  in  the  district  office,  how  can  we  go  out 
to  the  world  and  say  we  have  better  conditions?  It  is  just  as  hard 
to  load  six  cars  of  coal  now  as  it  was  to  load  seven  cars  during  the 
strike  or  before  the  strike.  We  want  quick  action.  We  don't  want  to 
be  put  off  a  year.  This  referring  proposition  is  getting  the  men  dis- 
couraged. 

Delegate  Dove — I  am  not  in  favor  of  referring  to  the  Scale  Com- 
mittee if  this  convention  can  do  anything  with  it.    I  want  to  abide  by 
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the  agreement  in  every  respect,  but  if  this  convention  can  do  anything 
in  regard  to  the  docking  system  I  would  like  to  have  it  done. 

President  Walker — As  a  matter  of  fact  the  local  union  that  Brother 
Veal  comes  from,  where  the  excessive  docking  has  amounted  to  a  ten 
per  cent  reduction  to  them,  according  to  the  resolution,  that  would  be, 
of  course  taking  off  the  three  cents  they  have  got  and  whatever  else 
they  may  have  got,  and  then  ten  per  cent  off  what  they  got  under  the 
old  contract.  All  the  fining  that  has  been  done  at  that  mine  amounts 
to  $100  and  $50  of  thac  was  returned.  In  one  instance  a  lump  of  rock 
or  dirt  or  bony  coal  weighed  210  pounds.  Two  men  were  working 
in  the  place  and  the  spokesman  said  that  somebody  must  have  thrown 
it  in  the  car  before  it  got  to  the  face  and  they  had  not  noticed  it.  The 
men  around  on  top  who  eaw  the  coal  come  up  said  that  might  have 
been  true,  but  they  didn't  think  it  would  have  a  chance  to  work  up 
in  the  corner  of  the  car.  About  that  time  the  man's  buddy  said.  "Now, 
that  will  do.-  You  know  I  helped  you  lift  that  on!" 

The  present  docking  clause  is  not  as  good  as  the  one  we  used  to 
have,  and  the  men  who  load  dirt  in  the  way  I  have  spoken  of  are  the 
ones  who  are  res])onsible  for  its  being  in  the  contract.  If  there  is  any 
way  a  reasonable  proposition  could  be  agreed  upon  that  would  safe- 
guard both  sides  and  give  us  something  near  what  is  right  I  would 
be  very  glad  to  have  it.  Then  we  would  know  they  would  have  to 
take  a  certain  amount  of  dirt  out  of  a  car  before  it  would  be  docked 
and  there  would  be  no  trouble  about  it.  Or  if  an  arrangement  could 
be  made  that  would  enable  us  to  see  that  the  dirt  was  taken  out  and 
then  deducted  from  the  amount  the  man  loaded — because  surely  even 
Philip  Veal  would  not  want,  if  he  loaded  two  or  three  hundred  pounds 
of  dirt  in  his  car,  to  make  the  company  pay  for  it  and  then  pay  for 
taking  it  out  and  throwing  it  away — It  might  be  possible  to  have  an 
agreement  reached  that  would  give  justice  to  both  sides. 

This  is  one  of  the  questions  that  we  haven't  got  a  very  strong 
case  to  go  before  the  public  with.  Whenever  you  say  to  a  farmer  or  a 
carpenter  or  anybody  else  that  you  believe  the  operator  ought  to  pay 
us  so  much  a  ton  for  rock  and  dirt  that  he  not  only  can  not  sell,  but 
that  he  has  to  pick  out  and  pay  for  hauling  away  and  finding  some 
place  to  dump  it  on,  those  men  will  not  agree  with  us  that  we  are 
fair  in  that  kind  of  proposition.  In  addition  to  that  a  number  of  them 
have  had  loads  sent  to  them  throughout  the  country  where,  as  during 
th(>  strike  times  Philip  Veal  refers  to,  the  operator  did  not  care  very 
much,  he  could  sell  the  coal  anyway.  They  had  a  load  sent  to  them 
that  had  a  few  hundred  pounds  of  dirt  in  it,  and  j^ou  can  not  convince 
them  that  they  ought  to  pay  the  coal  dealer  for  that  dirt. 

We  want  an  agreement  that  will  be  fair  to  both  sides.  That  is 
the  only  kind  of  section  you  can  get  agreed  to  in  the  contract.  If 
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there  f.s  any  case  where  a  man  is  being  unjustly  discriminated  against 
he  has  a  right  to  take  it  up  under  the  contract,  and  he  will  get  the 
same  redress  he  will  get  whenever  the  contract  is  agreed  to. 

I  have  a  suspicion  it  is  not  altogether  a  question  of  docking  that 
is  at  the  bottom  of  the  introduction  of  this  resolution.  Certain  men 
all  over  this  country  were  circulating  reports  that  the  Illinois  miners, 
while  chey  apparently  Jiad  gained  something,  in  reality  had  not  gained 
anything  as  a  result  of  their  great  strike.  You  have  seen  circulars  of 
that  kind,  you  have  seen  newspaper  statements  of  that  kind,  and  John 
Walker  was  held  up  before  the  American  public  as  being  so  unhuman 
that  he  was  willing  to  see  men,  women  and  childien  starve  and  suffer 
in  order  to  serve  his  personal  interests  in  the  matter  when,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  if  he  was  reasonable  at  all  they  would  get  an  agreement  that 
would  give  them  all  they  were  contending  for,  that  the  operators  were 
offering  it  to  them. 

It  may  be  the  resolution  was  put  in  innocently,  but  it  fits  in  with 
that  purpose,  it  serves  the  purpose,  and  is  being  done  so  persistently 
and  kept  before  the  public  in  such  a  way  as  to  appear  to  be  a  part 
of  that  plan.  Between  you  and  me  and  the  gate  post,  I  know  enough 
about  Philip  Veal  to  know  if  he  had  a  case  under  the  contract  he 
would  have  taken  it  up  and  would  have  had  it  straightened  out,  he 
would  not  bring  it  up  in  the  convention  unless  he  asked  that  the  con- 
tract be  set  aside,  and  he  is  not  doing  that. 

Delegate  Veal — I  don't  think  President  Walker  has  acted  fairly  in 
bringing  in  personalities  in  this  proposition. 

President  Walker — President  Walker  did  not  bring  them  in,  they 
were  brought  in  by  other  people  in  this  proposition. 

Delegate  Veal — You  made  a  statement  about  Philip  Veal.  The 
resolution  comes  directly  from  the  Nigger  Hollow  Mine,  Local  2708, 
and  is  the  expression  of  over  400  men.  This  question  has  not 
originated  in  the  mind  of  any  one  individual,  but  if  I  could,  or  even 
if  I  wanted  to,  it  would  be  a  physical  impossibility  for  me  to  create 
a  condition  when  it  is  already  there  v/hich  other  men  are  responsible 
for.'  The  coal  miners  in  this  case  are  not  responsible  for  that  system 
whereby  they  dock  men  promiscuously.  You  have  made  the  state- 
ment that  there  is  not  a  proper  system  of  docking.  Then  from  the 
standpoint  of  this  agreement  officialdom  ought  to  see  there  is  a  proper 
system  of  dockage  there. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  We  are  getting  tired 
of  sitting  back  here  listening  to  that  fellow  condemn  the  officials. 
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President  Walker— Brother  Veal  has  the  floor.  I  wish  to  have  you 
keep  in  mind,  Brother  Veal,  that  the  contract  governs  the  method  of 
docking  at  the  present  time  and  gives  the  lattitude  the  operator  takes 
at  the  present  time  and  oflEicialdom  can  not  restrict  that  lattitude 
unless  we  change  the  contract.  It  is  only  when  the  contract  is  changed 
we  will  be  able  to  change  the  method. 

Delegate  Veal — We  claim  that  due  to  economic  pressure  in  the 
market  the  operators  take  the  initiative  and  force  an  issue  on  us. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  Any  man  who 
knows  anything  is  aware  that  the  contract  can  not  be  changed  until 
the  next  convention. 

Delegate  Veal — I  am  not  responsible  for  that  proposition.  That  is 
the  conditions  at  this  time. 

President  Walker — I  don't  believe  any  one  would  seriously  charge 
you  with  being  responsible  in  any  case.  Brother  Veal. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — Do  you  know  a  way  to  change  that  without 
changing  the  contract? 

Delegate  Veal — Yes.  Tell  those  men  they  can  not  fine  us  promis- 
cuously.   Get  them  to  understand  there  is  a  reason  in  all  things. 

Delegate  Roache — I  think  the  local  I  come  from  has  the  biggest 
kick  of  any  local  in  the  state.  It  seems  to  me  there  are  too  many 
factional  fights  about  this  docking  question.  It  matters  as  much  to 
one  of  us  as  it  does  to  any  other.  At  Maryville  the  superintendent 
goes  down  in  the  mine  and  picks  out  certain  individuals'  cars  and 
says,  "Put  that  car  on  top  and  search  it."    I  want  that  on  record. 

A  Delegate — Did  you  take  that  question  up? 

Delegate  Roache — I  have  not  much  knowledge  on  the  subject,  but 
I  will  try  to  do  the  best  I  can  to  entertain  the  audience. 

President  Walker — I  understand  the  case  the  brother  refers  to 
has  occurred  since  they  left  Maryville  and  they  have  not  had  time  to 
take  it  up. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  carried. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  Scale  Committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  in  re- 
gard to  this  clause  in  the  agreement. 

President  Walker — It  is  12  minutes  of  five.  We  will  proceed  with 
the  distribution  and  the  announcements. 

A  sub-district  officer  has  brought  a  question  to  my  attention.  He 
was  under  the  impression,  and  the  local  was,  that  the  sub-district 
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officers  had  a  right,  to  a  seat  and  a  voice  in  the  convention.  He  finds 
that  is  not  so.   His  local  has  wired  asking  that  he  be  given  a  vote. 

Delegate  Wilson — I  move  you  that  the  desire  of  the  local  union  be 
complied  with.  (Seconded.) 

A  Delegate — Has  not  the  local  distributed  its  vote? 

President  Walker — Under  the  constitution  the  locals  have  a  right 
to  transfer  their  votes.  The  only  question  is  whether  he  will  be  seated 
at  this  date. 

Secretary  McDonald — The  information  I  have  is  that  the  secre- 
tary who  was  supposed  to  put  his  name  on  the  credentials  failed  to  do 
it.    They  have  wired  us  to  do  it  now. 

A  Delegate — Brother  Jarrard  was  elected  by  his  local  union  but 
the  Secretary  failed  to  put  his  name  on  the  credentials. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

President  Walker — I  have  been  requested  to  have  the  Secretary 
announce  the  names  on  two  transfer  cards  there  is  a  strong  suspicion 
have  been  sold  in  Springfield.  The  duplicate  or  stub  has  not  been  re- 
turned yet.    Perhaps  the  delegates  may  know  something  about  it. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  am  willing  to  do  almost  anything  the  chair 
will  ask,  but  I  don't  know  that  any  one  can  make  this  out.  It  is  a 
foreign  language  of  some  kind. 

The  cards  are  issued  from  Local  1471,  Springfield.  The  names 
on  the  cards  can  not  be  made  out.  One  of  the  cards  is  transfer  card 
25  and  the  other  27,  book  19,162.  I  am  not  able  to  make  out  the  names. 

President  Walker — There  will  be  a  record  of  this  in  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Delegate  Clark  (D.) — These  fellows  went  to  Pawnee  and  got  other 
transfer  cards  from  Pawnee,  but  the  stubs  have  not  been  returned  and 
I  can  not  locate  the  men. 

At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  ♦he  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at 
9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Monday,  February  27th. 
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MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  27. 


SIXTH  DAY— MORNiNG  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Monday, 
February  27th,  President  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  98 
of  the  International  Convention,  referred  by  the  International  Conven- 
tion to  the  District  12  Convention. 

Whereas,  Some  coal  companies  in  Illinois  own  two  or  more  mines 
in  the  same  locality,  and  on  the  same  railroad;  and 

Whereas,  One  worked  steady  while  the  other  does  not  work  half 
time;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  take  some  steps  to  have  the  work 
divided  as  nearly  equally  as  possible. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  710,  822  and  721,  of  District  12,  Pana,  111.. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  district  officers  to  use  their  good  offices  to  get  the  matter  adjusted. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Secretary  Weir — That  completes  the  report  of  our  com.mittee. 
The  report  was  signed  by  the  committee  in  full. 

JOHN  WACHTER,  Belleville,  Chairman. 

IVO  WEIR,  Westville,  Secretary. 

PRANK  MELVIN,  Herrin. 

JOHN  CLARK,  Selbytown. 

JOHN  HUNTER,  Colchester. 

Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Delegate  Greenen — Is  the  resolution  I  turned  over  to  the  secretary 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee?  It  pertained  to  the  action  of  the  last 
district  convention  in  regard  to  re-districting  the  state. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  presume  it  has  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution.    If  it  has  not  we  will  look  it  up. 
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Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — Made  a  partial  report  for  the  Committee 
on  Transportation,  and  asked  all  delegates  who  had  corrections  or 
additions  to  make  to  the  report  to  appear  before  the  committee  im- 
mediately after  the  adjournment  of  the  session. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Report  of  Comjniittee  on  Officees'  Reports. 
Sub-District  President  Jarrard  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Bennett,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  reported  as  follows: 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  24,  1911. 
We,  your  committee  on  OflScers'  Reports  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

PRESIDENT  WALKER'S  REPORT. 

First. 

The  Strike  of  1910. 

We,  your  committee,  commend  President  Walker  for  the  way 
he  conducted  the  strike  and  extend  to  him  our  appreciation  for  the 
noble  victory  in  the  cause  of  the  miners  of  Illinois  against  all  opposi- 
tion. 

Second. 

Supplement  of  Our  Present  Contract. 

In  reference  to  the  misleading  and  false  statements  sent  out  by 
President  Lewis  from  time  to  time,  condemning  the  officers  of  District 
No.  12,  we,  your  committee,  believe  that  they  have  brought  their  own 
condemnation  on  President  Lewis,  and  as  a  rebuke  to  such  statements, 
we  would  recommend  that  the  delegates  of  this  convention  go  on 
record  as  approving  the  work  of  our  State  Officers  and  condemning  the 
action  of  President  Lewis. 

Third. 
Policy. 

We.  your  committee,  concur  in  the  policy  as  laid  down  in  President 
Walker's  report  and  believe  with  him  that  it  would  be  an  injustice  to 
the  miners  to  think  for  a  moment  of  giving  up  any  thing  that  was 
bought  and  paid  for  so  dearly. 
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Fourth. 

Uniform  Representation  in  Convention  and  Equal  Distribution  of 

THE  Cost. 

We  concur  in  President  Walker's  opinion  with  regard  to  delegates 
to  the  convention,  and  recommend  that  the  constitution  committee 
draft  a  suitable  clause  covering  the  same. 

Fifth. 

Legislative  Work. 

We,  your  committee,  believe  as  President  Walker  that  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  can  best  serve  the  interest  of  the  mine  workers  by 
being  fully  conversant  with  the  formation  of  all  legislation  in  our 
behalf,  and  believe  this  can  be  brought  about  best  by  having  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Committee  become  also  the  members  of  the 
Mining  Investigation  Commission. 

Sixth. 

Grounds  for  Tents. 

We,  your  Committee,  believe  that  the  question  of  buying  ground 
for  tents  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  (State  Executive  Board  and 
if  at  any  time  they  think  it  advisable  to  make  such  purchase,  they 
be  empowered  to  do  so. 

Seventh. 

More  Equal  Division  of  Work  and  Better  Protection  for  Our  Mem- 
bers. 

We  -(believe  that  this  matter  should  be  given  the  most  careful 
consideration  by  the  State  Executive  Board  and,  if  possible,  find  some 
means  by  which  this  evil  may  be  overcome. 

Eighth. 

Halls  and  Co-Operative  Stores. 

We  concur  in  President  Walker's  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
Local  Union  owning  their  own  balls  and  co-operative  stores,  where  it 
is  possible  for  them  to  do  so,  and  recommend  that  the  State  Executive 
Board  formulate  a  plan  to  carry  out  this  policy. 

Delegate  Bell  (C.) — I  move  that  the  report  as  read  be  taken  up 
seriatim.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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Secretary  Bennett  read  the  first  section  of  the  report  under  the 
caption  "The  strike  of  1910." 

Delegate  Schilling — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  first  section  of 
the  report  of  the  committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Veal — I  want  to  ask  President  Walker  a  question.  When 
we  enter  into  another  strike  and  the  operators  have  concentrated 
their  power  in  the  State  of  Illinois  into  one  organization  is  it  not  a 
fact  that  the  crafts  union  in  Illinois  will  go  down  in  defeat  just  as  the 
miners  did  in  Alabama,  West  Virginia,  Colorado  and  Utah  in  the 
next  battle? 

President  Walker — The  question  is  absolutely  irrelevant  and  has 
no  bearing  whatever  on  the  question  under  consideration.  I  want  to 
say  in  answer  to  it  however  that  in  the  trades  union  movement  there 
is  only  one  policy  to  pursue  that  will  be  successful,  and  that  is  to 
prepare  as  best  we  can  before  the  battle  for  any  contest  that  may 
<jome;  and  when  the  fight  is  really  on  to  consider  the  strength  and 
weaknesses  of  our  side,  the  strength  and  weaknesses  of  the  other 
side,  and  plan  to  use  our  strength  against  their  weaknesses  in  order 
to  get  the  very  best  results. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  first  section  of  the  report  was  carried 
by  unanimous  vote. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  second  section  of  the  report  under 
the  caption,  "Supplement  of  our  present  contract." 

Delegate  Sneed — I  move  that  we  concur  in  that  section  of  tHe 
report  of  the  committee  on  President  Walker's  report.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Veal — I  am  opposed  to  this  organization  disorganizing, 
I  believe  in  unity,  and  I  don't  think  this  state  convention  is  using 
good  tactics  in  condemning  any  man.  I  take  the  position  that  both 
factions  are  wrong,  hence  I  am  opposed  to  lining  up  with  any  faction 
in  the  labor  movement,  and  I  stand  today  against  condemning  any 
branch  of  this  organization. 

President  Walker — Will  you  permit  me  to  ask  a  question,  Dele- 
gate Veal? 

Delegate  Veal — Yes. 

President  Walker — Suppose  you  were  representing  this  organiza- 
tion in  the  making  of  a  contract,  and  in  the  performance  of  your 
duty  you  performed  a  certain  act,  and  another  official  of  the  organiza- 
tion sent  out  a  statement  containing  insinuations,  mis-statements 
and  absolutely  plain  lies,  condemning  you  for  what  you  did,  would 
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you  not  feel  as  a  matter  of  protection,  not  only  for  yourself,  but  for 
the  organization,  that  it  was  necessary  to  reply  to  that  and  state  the 
facts. 

Delegate  Veal — You  are  putting  me  in  a  position  where  you  are 
substituting  your  mind  for  mine.  From  my  view  you  are  both  wrong. 
Hence  I  am  not  going  to  take  sides  condemning  President  Lewis.  If 
I  were  in  the  International  convention  and  he  toox:  a  position  opposing 
Illinois  I  would  oppose  him,  as  I  did  when  they  turned  down  the 
delegates  in  District  No.  2.  I  voted  to  seat  them  and  I  voted  to  seat 
the  delegates  from  the  Irwin  field. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — Possibly  I  can  give  Delegate  Veal 
a  little  new  light  on  the  subject.  I  would  like  to  see  the  motion 
adopted  by  unanimous  vote  of  this  convention.  In  order  to  discuss 
the  thing  thoroughly  we  should  decide  who  is  right.  President  Walker 
or  President  Lewis.  Take  the  compromise  preposition.  Who  was 
right  in  that — Walker  or  Lewis?  Decide  that  and  vote  accordingly. 
That  is  enough. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  rise  to  amend  the  report  of  the  committee 
by  striking  out  the  condemnation  of  International  President  Lewis. 
(No  second.) 

Delegate  Helmer — I  rise  to  speak  in  behalf  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  I  desire  to  make  my  position  known.  It  is  a  position 
that  has  been  taken  and  held  by  every  miner  who  belongs  to  the 
United  Mine  Workers  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  T.  L.  Lewis  at  no  time 
has  missed  an  opportunity  to  send  circulars  throughout  the  country, 
not  only  to  the  members  in  Illinois,  but  to  every  individual  in  whose 
hands  he  could  get  them.  He  even  went  so  far  as  to  try  to  get  people 
to  come  to  Indianapolis  from  the  State  of  Illinois  and  tried  to  get 
them  to  interpret  his  circulars  into  the  different  languages.  He  told 
them  John  Walker  had  deceived  the  miners  for  his  own  purpose.  The 
statement  was  circulated  through  the  press  and  in  every  way  possible, 
and,  if  I  must  say  it,  it  was  a  lie.  He  claimed  the  miners  were  willing 
to  return  to  work  under  the  provisions  of  the  Cincinnati  demand,  but 
they  were  afraid  of  the  state  officials.  When  that  statement  was 
made  and  sent  broadcast,  I  think  it  was  proper  for  the  state  officials 
to  reply  to  it.  I  think  it  was  proper  for  them  to  call  attention  to 
what  the  state  convention  had  done. 

The  miners  of  the  State  of  Illinois  showed  what  they  could  do, 
now  let  the  representatives  of  the  locals  show  what  they  can  do. 
The  state  officials  stood  by  the  instructions  of  our  convention,  and 
they  had  to  defend  themselves  against  all  these  lies  that  were  sent 
out  by  the  Thiel  detectives  who  were  sent  through  our  state.  Gen- 
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tlemen,  if  we  are  not  men  enough  to  rise  in  protest  and  say  that  that 
action  was  wrong,  then  I  v/ant  to  tell  you  as  one  delegate  I  do  not 
want  to  go  home  and  say  I  was  not  man  enough  to  rise  and  oppose  a 
policy  that  was  so  unjust  to  the  miners  of  our  state. 

Delegate  Edwards,  Johnson  City — The  President  of  the  Interna- 
tional sent  for  me  to  come  to  Indianapolis  because  I  was  an  Italian. 
When  I  went  to  Indianapolis  he  asked  me  to  come  into  his  office.  I 
went  in  there  and  he  wanted  me  to  transfer  his  proposition  into 
Italian.  Before  I  went  I  told  the  District  President  what  he  asked 
me  to  do.  The  District  President  told  me  to  go.  I  went  to  the  office 
and  he  gave  me  a  chair  and  sarted  to  talk  about  the  proposition.  He 
handed  me  fourteen  or  fifteen  propositions  to  transfer  into  Italian. 
I  said  "We  have  75,000  members  in  the  State  of  Illinois  who  have  had 
the  proposition  before  them,  and  I  have  not  heard  one  of  them  say 
it  was  good."  I  turned  my  back  and  never  said  another  word.  The 
man  who  represented  Nova  Scotia  was  there,  and  he  asked  where  I 
was  from.  I  told  him  and  he  said,  "If  you  don't  accept  the  proposi- 
tion you  never  will  get  a  contract  in  the  State  of  Illinois."  I  said 
he  was  wrong. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  rise  to  speak  against  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee.  I  do  not  do  so  because  I  favor  the  position  taken 
by  President  Lewis  when  he  made  the  compromise.  I  thought  he 
made  a  tremendously  big  mistake  when  he  offered  that  compromise. 
I  thought  he  interfered  at  a  time  when  it  meant  very  much  to  the 
miners  of  Illinois.  Here  is  the  point  I  want  to  make.  It  is  simply 
a  matter  of  condemning  a  member  of  our  organization  because  he  has 
done  something  contrary  to  our  ideas  of  what  is  right.  To  my  mind 
there  has  been  sufficient  condemnation  of  President  Lewis  in  the  ap- 
proval we  gave  to  our  officers  in  the  conduct  of  this  strike. 

If  we  adopt  the  report  we  will  be  accentuating  the  differences  in 
our  own  organization.  That  is  why  I  am  opposed  to  the  report  of 
the  committee.  It  shows  we  are  fighting  among  ourselves.  In  the 
International  Convention  I  have  heard  the  Lewis  side  and  the  other 
side  of  the  proposition.  One  side  condemned  the  other.  In  my 
opinion  if  the  man  who  had  been  condemned  had  been  superior  to 
these  condemnations  and  treated  them  as  not  worthy  of  consideration 
he  would  have  gained  support  thereby,  I  think  we  should  be  superior 
to  these  criticisms.  In  the  interests  of  harmony  I  oppose  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  I  believe  in  voting  the  way  I  think,  no  matter 
what  man  is  concerned. 

Delegate  Bennett,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  brother  who 
has  just  left  the  floor  says  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  condemn  an  official. 
I  don't  think  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  make  that  statement,  be- 
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cause  we  got  a  good  lesson  in  that  respect  last  summer.  On  sev- 
eral occasions  when  I  came  home  from  work  I  received,  not  only  one 
circular,  but  several  in  a  bunch.  There  were  several  individuals  in 
our  field  who  made  it  a  business  to  go  around  and  distribute  these 
circulars.  I  don't  believe  there  was  a  statement  made  that  the  dis- 
trict officials  did  not  answer,  and  answer  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  mine  workers  of  this  state;  but  at  the  same  time 
the  officials  of  this  organization  are  like  you  and  myself,  they  are 
only  human,  and  they  like  to  be  shown  that  we  appreciate  the  work 
they  do,  and  we  cannot  do  it  by  approving  the  work  of  other  people. 
The  report  says  that  the  policy  pursued  by  President  Lewis  has 
brought  its  own  condemnation  upon  him.  Personally  I  was  never 
guilty  of  injecting  anything  into  a  convention  or  a  local  meeting  that 
would  create  factions,  and  I  would  not  sign  my  name  to  anything 
that  would  cause  a  division  in  our  ranks.  I  will  do  everything  I  can 
to  keep  the  ranks  of  our  members  together  all  the  time;  but  there 
are  times  when  we  must  come  out  and  defend  our  own  opinions,  and 
I  believe  we  should  do  it  in  our  own  convention,  and  in  doing  so 
show  our  disapproval  of  the  action  of  President  Lewis  in  this  state. 

Secretary  McDonald — As  one  who  had  something  to  do  with  the 
conduct  of  the  strike  during  the  past  year  I  want  to  know  if  this 
delegation  will  endorse  the  position  taken  by  your  officials  in  their 
conduct  of  the  strike  last  summer.  Objection  has  been  raised  be- 
cause the  report  carries  with  it  condemnation  of  President  Lewis.  I 
am  going  to  suggest  that  the  two  propositions  be  separated.  If  there 
is  any  opposition  to  the  policy  pursued  in  conducting  the  strike  last 
summer  we  will  know  where  it  is  and  why  it  has  been  presented. 
While  I  have  no  desire  to  make  a  motion  in  this  convention  ,1  would 
like,  as  one  of  the  officials  who  is  perhaps  as  much  interested  in  it 
as  anybody  outside  of  President  Walker  himself,  to  know  whether 
this  convention  will  unanimously  or  nearly  unanimously  endorse  the 
action  of  the  district  officers  last  summer  in  the  conduct  of  the 
strike.  For  that  reason  I  would  like  to  have  either  the  committee 
or  the  convention  separate  the  propositions.  If  there  is  objection  to 
the  policy  pursued  in  the  conduct  of  the  strike  we  want  to  know 
where  that  objection  is.  That  will  give  those  who  have  no  desire  to 
connect  with  it  a  condemnation  of  President  Lewis  an  opportunity 
to  express  themselves,  and  then  you  can  take  up  the  condemnation 
matter  afterwards. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  don't  think  that  is  necessary.  From 
what  I  have  heard  in  this  convention,  outside  of  three  or  four  or  five 
delegates,  who  I  think  are  not  in  favor  of  this  organization  at  all, 
but  want  to  get  an  organization  of  their  own,  there  is  no  objection 
to  the  report  of  the  committee.    I  think  they  ought  to  be  put  into  an 


Of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois.  325 

organization  by  themselves.  I  think  there  are  four  o  rfive  of  them  in 
this  convention  who  would  not  support  the  organization  no  matter 
what  we  did. 

I  know  I  received  circulars  through  the  year,  and  a  great  many 
of  them.  I  had  men  come  to  me  when  we  left  the  International  con- 
vention a  year  ago  who  told  me  that  if  President  Lewis  had  known 
the  stand  I  took  in  regard  to  a  little  case  I  had  in  Illinois  I  would 
have  had  more  consideration  in  the  convention.  I  went  there  for 
what  I  thought  was  right,  and  I  told  this  fellow  I  did  not  want  any 
consideration  from  him  any  more  than  anyone  else  received. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  move  you  that  the  subject  matter  now 
before  the  house  be  separated.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Trede — I  move  that  the  motion  to  separate  be  laid  on 
the  table.    (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Weir — I  move  that  debate  cease.  (Seconded  and  car- 
ried.) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — Will  that  close  debate  on  the  second  part 
of  the  proposition  when  it  comes  to  a  vote?  I  don't  know  whether 
it  closes  debate  on  the  whole  subject  matter  or  merely  on  the  first 
part  of  it. 

Chairman  Jarrard — If  it  is  divided  it  will  close  debate  on  the 
motion  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Dougall — We  don't  want  things  railroaded.  The  dele- 
gates don't  understand  what  you  are  doing:. 

Chairman  Jarrard — It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  chair  to  railroad 
anything,  but  a  motion  has  been  made  to  divide  the  subject,  and  a 
motion  to  close  debate  has  been  passed. 

•  President  Walker — The  motion  to  close  debate,  as  I  understand 
it,  only  closes  debate  on  the  question  of  separating  the  subject  mat- 
ter. There  will  be  no  railroading,  and  I  hope  there  will  not  be  any 
attempt  to  railroad  this  matter  in  particular.  Like  Secretary  Mc- 
Donald, I  would  like  to  have  the  question  separated.  If  there  is  a 
particle  of  opposition  to  the  conduct  of  the  strike  in  the  state  I  would 
like  to  have  those  who  oppose  it  given  a  chance  to  register  their 
objection  properly,  and  at  the  same  time  those  who  feel  differently 
on  the  latter  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  register  their  position  on  that  matter  also.  There  will 
be  no  railroading,  I  hope. 
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The  motion  to  separate  the  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  carried. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  following  portion  of  the  section: 

"Supplement  of  our  present  contract — In  reference  to  the  mis- 
leading and  false  statements  sent  out  by  President  Lewis  from  time 
to  time,  condemning  the  officers  of  District  No.  12,  we,  your  com- 
mittee, believe  that  they  have  brought  their  own  condemnation  on 
President  Lewis,  and  as  a  rebuke  to  such  statements,  we  would  rec- 
ommend that  the  delegates  of  this  convention  go  on  record  as  ap- 
proving the  work  of  our  state  officers." 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — I  move  that  the  portion  of  the  report 
read  be  adopted.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — Does  that  preamble  have  reference  to  the 
portion  of  the  subject  matter  approving  the  conduct  of  the  strike?  I 
am  in  favor  of  approving  the  conduct  of  the  strike,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  preamble  ought  to  be  attached. 

Delegale  Williams  (B.) — I  do  not  see  how  we  can  very  well  sepa- 
rate ih^  preamble  fic  the  other  part  of  the  recommendalion.  If  ou 
endorse  the  action  of  our  state  officials,  and  the  action  of  our  state 
officials  has  been  criticised  and  condemned  by  our  International  of- 
ficials, the  adoption  of  the  recommendation  will  carry  with  it  a  con- 
demnation of  the  International  officials.  To  be  consistent  with  the 
action  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  miners  in  <:he  State  during  the  recent 
strike,  vihen  I  think  practically  every  local  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
condemned  the  International  in  no  uncertain  terms,  we  should  adopt 
this.  The  local  I  represent  did  not  hesitate  to  condem  him,  and  1 
believe  they  had  just  cause  for  doing  so.  I  did  not  do  it  from  any 
personal  standpoint.  If  it  had  been  any  other  man  in  the  organization 
who  undertook  to  put  something  over  on  us  like  the  International 
administration  did,  I  would  have  condemned  his  action. 

I  believe  the  action  of  the  International  in  trying  to  bring  about 
that  compromise  during  our  strike  was  one  of  the  worst  attempts  to 
demoralize  our  organization  in  the  state  ihat  I  know  of.  There  is 
only  one  phase  of  it  I  think  was  commendable,  but  I  do  not  think  we 
owe  any  thanks  to  the  International  for  it.  I  believe  the  attempt  to 
discredit  our  district  officials  and  favor  the  operators  of  Illinois  was 
the  means  of  thoroughly  solidifying  the  rank  and  file  I  believe  the 
attempt  to  take  advantage  of  the  miners  who  are  making  such  sacri- 
fices and  to  offer  them  a  compromise  without  taking  us  into  considera- 
tion, and  at  the  same  time  attempt  to  discredit  our  officials  was  the 
worst  course  that  could  pos'sibly  have  been  pursued  by  the  Interna- 
tional.   The  action  of  the  International  was  repudiating  and  discredit- 
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ing  our  state  officials,  and  our  action  in  endorsing  the  state  officials 
and  turning  down  the  proposition  of  the  International  was  in  itself 
a  condemnation  of  them.  To  do  anything  else  here  will  be  to  repudi- 
ate the  action  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  istate. 

I  believe  the  International  officers  in  sending  out  the  circulars 
they  did  put  an  interpretation  on  our  agreement  that  favored  the 
operators.  By  that  action  they  sought  to  put  our  officials  in  a  position 
that  would  handicap  them  in  taking  up  grievances  under  our  contract. 
President  Lewis  in  trying  to  interpret  the  different  clauses  favored  tha 
operators  all  the  .way  through  and  it  was  detrimental  to  the  Illinois 
miners.  I  do  not  think  President  Lewis  or  any  other  man  has  a 
right  to  put  an  interpretation  on  our  contract  that  is  detrimental 
to  the  men  at  the  picks.  We  all  saw  those  circulars  that  were  sent  to 
the  local  unions.  I  do  not  see  how  any  man  here  can  fail  to  endo^-se 
the  action  of  our  officials  when  they  reflect  the  sentiment  of  the  rank 
and  file. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  would  like  to  ask  a  question. 
Chairman  Jarrard — Does  Delegate  Wiljiams  yield  to  a  question? 
Delegate  Williams — All  right. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  action  of  this 
convention  would  be  a  condemnation  of  our  International  President  if 
we  endorsed  the  action  of  the  district  officers? 

Delegate  Williams  (B.) — To  a  certain  extent,  yes.  I  am  opposed 
to  separating  the  proposition,  because  President  Lewis  has  tried  to 
find  fault  with  our  state  officials  for  all  their  actions,  and  has  even 
found  fault  with  the  Peoria  agreement.  He  has  tried  to  defend  the 
compromise.    I  am  not  in  favor  of  separating  the  proposition. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — W^e  are  unnecessarily  emphasizing  the 
difference  in  our  organization.  That  is  my  only  object  in  favoring  the 
motion  to  separate  the  proposition. 

President  Walker — I  just  want  to  point  out  to  the  delegates  one 
phase  of  the  particular  circular  that  was  referred  to,  while  only  a 
portion  of  it  was  referred  to  in  my  report.  Another  portion  of  it 
referred  to  the  32d  section  in  our  contract,  which  has  not  been  adopted 
and  which  has  not  been  ratified,  but  has  been  referred  to  the  next 
Scale  Convention.  President  Lewis  has  interpreted  that  to  mean  that 
the  Illinois  miners  have  no  right  to  strike  under  the  present  contract. 
We  have  just  ordered  a  strike  in  Ladd.  It  was  ordered  on  account  of 
the  most  outrageous  conduct  on  the  part  of  a  mine  manager  up  there. 
His  conduct  was  almost  barbarous.  A  number  of  men  have  been  dis- 
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charged  and  the  discharges  tigreed  to  because  they  used  bad  languag<? 
to  the  other  side;  but  no  member  of  our  organization  ever  went  the 
length  this  mine  manager  did  in  an  open  conference.  We  tried  by  peace 
ful  methods  to  get  his  discharge.  Now  we  have  ordered  a  strike,  and  day 
before  yesterday  I  got  a  telegram  from  President  Lewis  that  said, 
"I  understand  Ladd  miners  are  ordered  on  strike  by  your  endorse- 
ment.   Terms  of  contract  must  be  complied  with.  Answer." 

Now  I  have  had  enough  correspondence  with  President  Lewis  to 
know  just  about  what  that  sort  of  thing  means,  and,  while  like 
Brother  Hindmarsh  I  do  not  want  to  emphasize  difference  in  our 
organization  any  more  than  is  necessary  to  protect  the  membership 
of  the  organization,  if  it  goes  out  that  this  thing  has  been  brought 
into  this  convention  and  was  defeated  and  turned  down,  it  will  be 
used  as  an  evidence  that  we  endorse  the  position  of  President  Lewis, 
as  an  evidence  that  he  is  right  on  that  proposition,  and  it  may  be 
you  will  hear  from  it  later  on. 

No  such  fine  lines  would  have  been  drawn  with  John  Walker  if  he 
had  issued  the  infamous,  damnable  statements  against  President 
Lewis  that  he  has  issued  against  me.  When  we  stop  to  think  that 
thb  statements  made  against  me  will  affect  me  the  least,  that  it  is 
not  really  me  it  is  intended  to  affect  particularly,  but  that  what  it  was 
intended  to  do  was  to  stab  to  the  heart  the  movement  on  the  part 
of  the  Illinois  miners  to  get  what  they  were  fighting  for,  then  I  tell 
you  men  that  if  you  take  past  precedents  set  by  President  Lewis  him- 
self you  will  speak  in  plain  language  on  this  proposition. 

Delegate  Moran — I  do  not  believe  anybody  should  condemn  Presi- 
dent Lewis  any  more  than  he  has  condemned  himself.  He  sent  out 
individual  letters  to  the  miners  of  Illinois  soliciting  them  to  come  his 
way  after  over  20,000  men  were  working  under  the  scale  we  demanded. 
How  can  he  expect  us  to  endorse  him  when  he  worked  against  us?  I 
believe  he  is  like  a  lot  more,  when  he  has  a  commission  to  fulfill,  he  is 
like  a  merchant  who  has  so  much  goods  to  deliver  to  some  one,  and 
when  he  could  not  deliver  them  he  had  to  sit  back,  but  even  then  he 
tried  to  overrule  us  in  the  Special  Convention. 

Delegate  Cooper — It  seems  to  me  that  when  President  Lewis  sent 
out  that  circular  to  the  miners  of  the  State  of  Illinois  they  condemned 
him  by  their  votes.  I  want  to  tell  you  delegates  right  here  that  you  are 
only  taking  up  time  and  causing  us  to  be  condemned  by  the  rank  and 
file  for  holding  this  meeting  so  long.  I  heartily  concur  in  the  report  , 
of  the  committee.  The  rank  and  file  has  already  concurred  in  it. 
Every  delegate  here  ought  to  concur  in  it  and  not  fight  each  other. 
The  rank  and  file  has  approved  of     and  you  have  nothing  else  to  do. 
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Delegate  Collier — I  approve  the  first  part  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  It  is  not  necessary  to  further  argue  this  question.  We 
all  know  that  President  Lewis,  when  he  gave  T.  J.  Smith  the  chair 
in  the  International  Convention  got  up  and  said  he  had  never  done 
anything  for  which  he  had  an  apology  to  make.  He  knew  that  the 
proposition  he  offered  last  summer  was  absolutely  against  the  wishes 
of  the  Illinois  miners.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  chance  to  show 
our  position.  When  the  question  of  the  compromise  came  before  our 
local  we  put  it  to  a  standing  vote  and  every  man  voted  against  the 
proposition  of  President  Lewis.  From  some  source  the  merchants  and 
business  men  of  our  town  had  received  circulars  condemning  us  for 
not  wanting  to  go  to  work.  Now  if  President  Lewis  said  he  never  did 
anything  for  which  he  had  an  apology  to  make  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  be  anyway  backward  in  approving  the  action  of  President 
Walker. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  am  like  the  delegate  who  spoke  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hall.  The  miners  at  home  are  condemning  the 
delegates  for  the  small  amount  of  work  they  have  done.  They  claim 
we  ought  to  be  through  by  this  time.  I  spent  Saturday  night  in  a  coal 
camp,  and  I  found  the  miners  were  condemning  the  action  of  this 
convention  and  threatening  to  call  their  delegates  home.  Let  us  get 
through  as  soon  as  possible,  not  have  the  men  at.  home  paying  us  to 
sit  here  and  chew  the  rag.  It  is  pretty  much  all  through  the  state, 
as  far  as  I  can  understand.  The  rank  and  file  of  the  members  claim 
the  convention  ought  to  be  ready  to  adjourn. 

Delegate  Baxeldane — I  move  that  debate  cease.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  portion  of  the  report  read  by  Secretary 
Bennett,  endorsing  the  action  of  the  district  officers,  was  adopted  by 
a  rising  vote,  there  being  but  one  vote  cast  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  latter  part  of  the  section  under  dis- 
cussion, as  follows:    "And  condemn  the  action  of  President  Lewis." 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  the  adoption  of  that  portion  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  condemn 
President  Lewis  any  more.  I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  defend  his 
action.  I  believe  the  district  officers  did  everything  they  could  in 
our  strike,  and  I  think  they  did  right.  It  seems  to  me  President 
Lewis  has  been  condemned  enough  in  the  small  vote  he  got  in  this 
state.  He  only  got  about  20  votes  in  our  local.  It  is  not  necessary  to  do 
this;  it  looks  like  kicking  a  man  when  he  is  down.    We  are  building 
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him  up  by  going  to  extremes.  I  believe  we  condemned  him  when 
we  voted  him  out  of  office.    This  will  only  hurt  ourselves,  not  him. 

Delegate  Quinn  (P.  E.) — I  believe  we  should  not  stop  condemning 
a  man  as  long  as  he  has  the  power  to  send  men  into  the  Pittsburg 
District,  as  he  is  doing  now,  to  disrupt  out  organization.  There  has 
never  been  a  time  since  he  has  had  the  reigns  of  government  in  his 
hands  when,  in  my  opinion,  he  has  not  done  everything  possible  to 
disrupt  us.  After  it  was  demostrated  by  an  overwhelming  vote  that 
he  had  been  wrong  in  the  past,  and  after  we  have  condemned  him 
for  his  action  in  the  Pittsburg  Field,  in  order  to  discredit  some  of 
the  best  men  in  our  organization,  he  has  about  thirty  of  his  or- 
ganizers in  there  trying  to  discredit  good  men. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  We  are  not  dis- 
cussing the  Pittsburg  District. 

Chairman  Jarrard — I  believe  Delegate  Quinn  is  making  a  state- 
ment leading  up  to  his  argument.  The  point  is  not  well  taken,  but 
the  chair  will  ask  the  delegate  to  confine  himself  as  closely  as  possi- 
ble to  the  question. 

Delegate  Quinn — I  do  not  believe  this  convention  would  be  doing 
its  duty  if  it  did  not  go  on  record  condemning  President  Lewis'  ac- 
tion after  the  voice  of  the  rank  and  file  has  condemned  the  action 
he  took  in  regard  to  our  state  and  others.  It  ought  to  be  made 
known  by  a  rising  vote,  and  compel  men  to  vote  who  have  been 
keeping  in  their  seats.  Make  them  show  where  they  are  at.  I  be- 
lieve every  delegate  who  has  been  sent  here  has  been  instructed  to 
vote,  and  some  of  them  have  sat  here  and  have  not  had  the  moral 
courage  to  get  up  and  vote  the  sentiment  of  their  local  unions.  We 
cannot  put  in  words  strong  enough,  our  condemnation  of  a  man  who 
has  tried  to  disrupt  our  organization,  he  and  his  Thiel  detectives  and 
if  some  of  them  ever  come  back  to  their  homes  in  Illinois  we  ought 
to  put  them  in  the  Sangamon  river. 

Delegate  Blankenship — I  want  to  express  the  sentiment  of  my- 
self and  most  of  the  men  in  my  local.  If  he  was  running  for  dog 
catcher  I  don't  believe  he  would  get  more  than  seven  votes  in  my 
local  union. 

Delegate  Cooksey — It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  sense  in  discussing 
this  any  longer.  We  are  simply  killing  time.  I  therefore  move  that 
debate  cease.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  was  on  the  floor  to  speak  on  tnis  ques- 
tion. 
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Chairman  Jarrard — The  chair  cannot  tell  what  a  man  is  going  to 
say  when  he  rises  to  his  feet.  I  did  not  know  the  delegate  was  going 
to  move  to  close  debate. 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  latter 
part  of  the  section. 

A  number  of  delegates  asked  for  a  rising  vote. 

Delegate  Veal — I  arise  for  a  question  of  information.  Are  we 
going  to  vote  on  this  proposition  according  to  Lewis'  attitude  in  the 
Illinois  strike?  If  we  are,  I  am  going  to  vote  against  the  position  he 
took  on  the  Illinois  question.  That  is  what  I  want  to  do,  not  vote  on 
the  District  5  question.  My  local  registered  a  protest  against  the 
proposition. 

Chairman  Jarrard — You  are  making  a  speech,  you  are  not  asking 
a  question. 

Delegate  Veal — Are  we  condemning  his  action  regarding  the  Illi- 
nois strike? 

Chairman  Jarrard — That  is  as  I  understand  it. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  portion  of 
the  report  condemning  President  Lewis.  The  motion  was  carried  by 
an  almost  unanimous  vote,  only  two  delegates  voting  in  opposition 
to  it. 

Delegate  Evans — I  would  like  to  explain  the  reason  why  I  stand 
up  here  and  vote. 

Chairman  Jarrard — This  motion  has  been  carried  very  near 
unanimously.  You  had  an  opportunity  to  speak  your  sentiments  in 
regard  to  this  question.  There  is  nothing  before  the  convention  but 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

The  third  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  President 
Walker's  report,  under  the  caption  "Policy,"  was  read  by  Secretary 
Bennett. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  under  the  cap- 
tion "Uniform  representation  in  convention  and  equal  distribution  of 
the  cost,"  was  read  by  Secretary  Bennett. 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Greenan — I  rise  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. We  had  a  question  up  in  our  International  convention  from 
District  2  in  regard  to  centralization  of  funds.  1  think  this  is  a  be- 
ginning in  District  12  of  the  same  method.  I  don't  believe  we  have 
any  more  right  to  help  pay  the  expenses  of  a  delegate  from  a  small 
local  than  we  have  to  help  pay  the  other  expenses  of  that  local.  We 
had  a  question  up  about  three  years  ago  in  regard  to  a  few  men  who 
were  affected.  A  great  percentage  of  the  men  were  not  affected.  A 
resolution  came  into  the  convention  providing  that  the  state  pay  the 
expenses  and  that  each  member  be  assessed  equally  to  pay  the  cost. 
That  was  fought  by  a  majority  of  the  delegates  and  I  do  not  believe 
the  officers  at  that  time  upheld  the  proposition.  We  were  taxed  from 
three  to  six  per  cent  more  than  any  other  district  to  pay  the  cost.  I 
believe  this  question  of  equal  distribution  of  the  cost  of  delegates 
to  the  convention  is  the  same  kind  of  a  proposition.  I  therefore  op- 
pose the  report  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hindermarsh — Will  this  leave  it  open  for  the  local  unions 
to  send  as  many  delegates  as  they  have  votes. 

President  Walker — The  recommendation  is  that  the  wages  and 
expenses  of  the  delegates  to  the  state  convention  be  paid  out  o  fthe 
state  treasury  on  the  same  basis  as  the  delegates  are  allowed  trans- 
portation by  the  International.  I  might  add,  so  that  Brother  Greenan 
may  be  set  right  on  the  proposition,  that  at  almost  every  convention  we 
have  held  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  the  convention  has  arranged 
to  pay  the  delegates'  wages  and  expenses  out  of  the  state  treasury 
anyhow  and  no  provision  has  been  made  to  reimburse  the  state  treas- 
ury. The  small  local  unions  that  did  not  want  to  take  a  chance  on 
sending  a  delegate  to  a  convention  did  not  have  any  representation. 
This  would  provide  for  notifying  every  local  union  in  advance  what  the 
situation  is.  Each  member  of  the  organization  will  pay  an  eq^ial 
amount  of  the  cost  of  each  district  convention. 

I  want  to  submit  that  if  we  believe  each  member  should  have  an 
equal  opportunity  and  that  each  should  bear  his  own  share  of  the 
expense  in  bringing  about  the  things  our  organization  has  brought 
forth,  to  be  consistent  it  will  be  difficult  to  take  a  position  in  opposition 
to  this  recommendation.  This  will  mean  one  thing  in  the  future — that 
we  will  probably  have  to  take  a  more  active  interest  in  seeing  that 
local  unions  are  not  knowingly  created  for  the  purpose  of  having  rep- 
resentation in  this  way;  but  the  Committee  on  Constitution  can  draft 
a  clause  that  will  in  a  way  minimize  that  evil.  That  is  the  only 
evil  I  can  see.    Every  convention  will  have  almost  every  man  in  the 
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state  represented.  They  do  not  do  it  now,  because  they  avoid  the 
cost.  "They  would  not  do  it  then,  because  they  would  have  to  pay  a 
proportionate  cost.  Then  you  will  really  get  an  expression  of  the 
sentiment  of  every  coal  miner  in  Illinois.  At  the  present  time  you 
do  not  get  it.  By  the  method  that  has  been  pursued  in  the  past,  after 
the  delegates  have  come  here,  paid  themselves  out  of  the  state  treas- 
ury, a  majority  of  the  locals  that  were  not  represented  on  account  of 
the  question  of  costs  would  have  been  glad  to  have  sent  delegates  under 
those  circumstances.  If  you  belong  to  a  large  local  union  the  cost 
of  sending  your  delegate  now  is  a  little  less  possibly  than  if  the 
plan  is  adopted,  but  it  will  be  very  little  less,  and  when  we  stop  to 
think  that  by  following  this  plan  v/e  have  we  do  not  really  get  a 
fair  representation,  even  from  a  selfish  point  of  view  I  do  not  see 
how  the  few  cents  extra  can  be  objected  to. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  have  no  objection  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  was  in  the  International  convention  in  Columbus  and  I 
heard  enough  about  the  centralizing  of  money  in  the  districts. 
If  we  start  that  in  Illinois  •  it  will  disrupt  the  organization  in  two 
years  or  less.  If  the  matter  stops  at  this  I  will  be  satisfied,  but  when- 
ever it  comes  to  centralizing  the  money,  as  was  done  in  District  2  of 
Pennsylvania,  I  will  oppose  it  and  oppose  it  bitterly. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — I  move  that  the  portion  of  the  report 
providing  for  an  assessment  be  separated  from  the  other  portion  of 
the  report.  (Seconded.) 

Chairman  Jarrard — ^How  do  you  wish  it  separated? 

President  Walker — That  can  be  done  under  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  when  they  bring  in  their  recommendation. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — As  far  as  the  equal  distribution  of  the 
cost  of  the  convention  is  concerned  I  am  in  favor  of  the  report  of  tho 
committee,  but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  putting  any  additional  assessment 
on  the  men.  One  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  discontent  among  the  rank 
and  file  is  the  enormous  cost  of  carrying  on  the  different  conventions 
and  joint  conventions.  For  that  reason  I  cannot  endorse  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

President  Walker — Just  a  word  of  explanation.  The  adoption  of 
this  will  really  not  mean  an  additional  assessment  because  every  local 
union -is  paying  the  wages  and  expenses  of  its  delegates  now.  This 
will  mean  that  they  will  pay  it  to  the  state  treasury  after  the  con- 
vention is  over.  This  does  not  mean  centralization  in  the  sense  we 
were  considering  it  in  Pennsylvania.  In  Pennsylvania  they  get  the 
money  in  the  district  treasury  and  pay  the  wages  of  the  checkweigh- 
men  all  over  the  district. 
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Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  Walker  for 
Information.  A  local  union  representing  one  hundred  and  sixty  would 
have  a  right  to  send  two  delegates,  and  the  larger  locals  would  have 
to  bear  part  of  the  expense. 

President  Walker — No,  the  recommendation  is  that  they  get  their 
wages  and  expenses  in  the  same  way  we  get  transportation  from 
the  International  now — one  delegate  for  five  votes. 

Delegate  Evans — Transportation  for  one  delegate? 

President  Walker — And  all  his  expenses.  If  a  local  with  160 
members  sent  two  delegates  they  would  have  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  one. 

Delegate  Evans — A  local  with  two  votes  would  have  a  right  to 
send  two  delegates? 

President  Walker — Yes,  but  only  one  of  them  would  have  a  right 
to  have  his  expenses  paid. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  carried. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  portion  of  the  report  under  the  cap- 
tion "Legislative  work." 

Delegate  Davis  (J.) — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.    (Seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote^) 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  portion  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee under  the  caption  "Ground  for  tents." 

Delegate  Schilling — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Seconded  by  Delegate  Straud,  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  portion  of  the  report  under  the  cap- 
tion "More  equal  division  of  work  and  better  protection  for  our 
members." 

Delegate  Keating — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.    (Seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote.) 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  section  of  the  report  under  the  cap- 
tion "Halls  and  co-operative  stores." 

Delegate  Smith — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee.   (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  we  adopt  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee as  a  whole.    (Seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote.) 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  following  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  report  of  Vice-President  Lawrence. 

VICE  PRESIDENT  LAWRENCE'S  REPORT. 

We,  your  committee,  have  examined  Vice-President  Lawrence's 
report  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

First. 
The  Recent  Strike. 

We,  your  committee,  wish  to  commend  Vice  President  Lawrence 
for  the  splendid  work  and  able  assistance  he  rendered  to  the  mino 
workers'  cause  in  the  recent  strike. 

We  also  believe  with  him  that  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  rendered 
us  all  the  assistance  it  was  possible  for  them  to  render,  and  as  a  mark 
of  appreciation  for  their  noble  stand  we  should  now  reciprocate  by  as- 
sisting them  by  the  purchase  of  stock  or  bonds  in  their  paper. 

Second. 

Permissible  Explosives. 

We  concur  in  the  Vice  President's  recommendation  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  following  portion  of  the  first  section  of 
the  report: 

"We,  your  committee,  wish  to  commend  Vice  President  Lawrence 
for  the  splendid  work  and  the  able  assistance  he  rendered  to  the  mine 
workers'  cause  in  the  recent  strike." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in. 

President  Walker — No  man  could  do  more  than  Groce  Lawrence 
did  during  that  strike.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  help  win 
that  battle.  No  man  could  do  better  work  than  he  did  throughout 
the  year  outside  of  that.  He  has  done  all  he  was  capable  of  doing, 
and  that  is  a  great  deal  more  than  the  average  man  is  able  to  do.  I 
want  to  say  that  on  account  of  the  fact  that  Groce  sometimes  speaks 
his  mind  in  an  undiplomatic  way  people  take  advantage  of  it  to 
criticize  him.    He  is  not  a  grandstander.  but  at  all  times  does  the  best 
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he  can  to  work  for  the  interests  of  the  organization.  When  a  case 
is  turned  over  to  him  he  has  the  manhood  to  stand  up  for  what  the 
contract  means;  he  does  not  unload  the  matter  on  somebody  else.  If 
he  wanted  to  be  a  politician  he  might  have  avoided  some  ill  feeling 
he  has  brought  upon  himself  in  the  past.  I  want,  while  the  report  is 
under  consideration,  to  state  that  he  has  done  everything  he  is  capable 
of  doing  for  the  benefit  of  the  organization. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  portion  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
read  was  carried  by  unanimous  rising  vote. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  following  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  report  of  Vice  President  Lawrence: 

"We  also  believe  with  him  that  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  ren- 
dered UB  all  the  Assistance  it  was  possible  for  them  to  render,  and 
as  a  mark  of  appreciation  for  their  noble  stand  we  should  now  recipro- 
cate by  assisting  them  by  the  purchase  of  stocks  or  bonds  in  their 
paper." 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Dougall — I  would  like  to  ask  President  Walker  a  ques- 
tion if  he  will  permit.  Those  delegates  who  have  read  the  Mine 
Workers'  Journal  in  the  past  few  weeks  may  have  noticed  an  article 
in  there  to  the  effect  that  the  editor  of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  had 
helped  to  break  the  garment  workers'  strike  in  Chicago;  that  there 
was  som_e  dissatisfaction  between  the  editors  and  that  one  of  them 
had  resigned.    Is  there  any  truth  in  that? 

President  Walker — There  is  a  representative  in  the  hall  whom  I 
think  will  be  able  to  answer.  I  think  he  is  also  one  of  the  editort? 
of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist.  He  is  better  able  to  give  you  that 
information  than  I  am.  I  want  to  say,  however,  that  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  ten  thousand  dollars  was  raised 
to  help  win  that  struggle  for  the  Garment  Workers,  and  the  columns 
of  their  paper  were  open  to  any  one  on  either  side  of  the  people  who 
had  charge  of  the  strike.    However,  I  will  call  on  Brother  Benthall. 

Mr.  Bentall — The  strike  in  Chicago  originated  with  about  a  dozen 
girls,  some  of  them  in  short  dresses,  who  concluded  that  they  could 
stand  the  oppression  In  the  shops  no  longer.  We  were  the  first  ones 
to  voice  their  sentiments.  It  took  two  weeks  before  the  other  papers 
began  even  to  notice  that  there  was  a  strike  on.  The  only  thing  thay 
did  was  to  say  there  was  no  strike.  After  they  had  to  admit  that  there 
was  something  doing,  when  45,000  people  had  gone  on  strike,  they 
began  to  say  the  strike  was  all  over,  and  we  agreed  with  them — that 
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the  strike  was  all  over  the  city.  We  kept  up  with  that  fight.  The 
files  of  our  paper  are  open  for  any  one's  inspection. 

We  had  only  one  thing  to  stand  for,  and  that  was  for  the  strikers 
and  for  the  betterment  of  their  conditions.  The  editors  and  other 
people  connected  with  the  Daily  Socialist  were  in  constant  touch  with 
the  strikers  and  spoke  at  their  halls  every  day  two  and  three  times. 
In  fact,  we  were  supposed  to  be  the  spokesmen  of  the  strikers.  We 
were  in  close  touch  with  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  and  did  all 
Ave  could  do  to  promote  what  the  Chicago  Federation  proposed.  To- 
wards the  close  of  the  strike  there  was  a  division  between  some  of  the 
strikers,  and  there  was  also  some  question  of  policy.  There  arose, 
therefore,  a  discussion  between  the  different  workers.  The  policy  of 
the  Daily  Socialist  is  this:  When  it  comes  to  a  fight  between  the  work- 
ers and  the  employers  there  is  no  question  as  to  our  stand.  We  stand 
for  the  workers  every  time.  But  when  there  is  a  stand  between  the 
workers  we  simply  say,  "Hands  off,"  we  do  not  deal  with  that,  it  is  not 
our  business.  In  the  little  squabble  between  the  workers  in  Chicago 
^e  stood  neutral  and  said  the  editors  of  the  Daily  Socialist  had  no 
business  to  take  sides  between  the  Federation  and  some  of  the  strik- 
ers. We  simply  carried  the  news  of  the  strike  and  the  progress  the 
workers  were  making. 

Anyone  who  will  come  into  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  and  en- 
deavor to  use  it  as  a  one-sided  instrument,  to  use  it  for  one  faction 
or  the  other,  in  such  a  case,  would  simply  be  put  into  another  depart- 
ment. No  editor  resigned  as  a  consequence  of  that  article.  There 
^as  a  change  into  another  department  of  one  of  the  reporters.  If 
you  people  have  a  squabble  between  yourselves  you  would  not  want 
the  Daily  Socialist  to  come  in  and  try  to  settle  it.  If  you  have  a 
squabble  with  the  capitalist  class  we  will  fight  your  battles,  but  we 
refuse  absolutely  to  take  any  sides  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  union. 
That  was  the  policy  in  Chicago. 

Delegate  Welsh  (W.) — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question.  I  would  like  to  ask  if  all  the  remarks  are  facts  that  ap- 
peared in  an  article  in  the  Daily  Socialist,  published  just  after  the 
resolution  adopted  at  Columbus  putting  John  Mitchell  out  of  the 
organization,  or  rather  giving  him  a  choice  between  that  and  the 
Civic  Federation.  It  says,  "Now,  Mr.  Mitchell,  act,"  and  then  goes 
on  condemning  him  and  lauding  the  action  of  the  convention  in  the 
highest  terms,  and  also  mentioning  "Dr.  Germer"  and  the  "knockout 
drops"  he  delivered,  and  stating  it  was  patented  by  that  convention. 
That  was  in  the  paper  just  after  the  action  of  the  Columbus  con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Benthall — We  were  voicing  the  convention's  action.  Nobody 
can  deny  that  we  were  voicing  the  utterance  of  the  convention.  If 
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the  convention  was  wrong  you  should  not  blame  the  Daily  Socialist. 
If  the  convention  was  right  the  editorial  was  right;  if  the  convention 
was  wrong  the  editorial  was  wrong.  It  was  voicing  the  action  of  the 
convention.  If  you  repudiate  that  and  go  back  on  certain  principles 
I  do  not  see  how  you  can  blame  us  for  voicing  what  you  did  at  that 
time.  We  have  no  fight  between  the  working  people  and  their 
unions. 

Delegate  Welsh — In  the  same  article,  while  they  did  not  come 
out  specifically  and  say  it,  they  intimated  that  trades  unionism  is 
not  the  proper  thing  to  get  accomplishment  out  of,  but  that  we 
would  have  to  look  to  something  else.  I  do  not  remember  how  it  was 
worded,  but  that  is  the  trend  of  it. 

Mr.  Benthall — This  article  was  copied  by  the  Miners'  Magazine 
of  the  West.  I  understand  that  that  Magazine  represents  the  miners, 
and  that  that  organization  was  taken  into  the  Miners'  organization  of 
this  country.  They  voted  that  very  thing.  Your  own  magazines  were 
saying  that  very  same  thing.  It  was  copied  in  the  magazine  of  the 
Western  Federation  of  Miners. 

Delegate  Welsh — I  would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house.  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  some  of  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  this  resolution.  I  took  the  paper  during  the 
strike.  I  am  not  a  Socialist,  but  I  took  the  paper.  I  did  so  because 
I  thought  I  was  getting  a  clearer  insight  into  the  actual  conditions 
surrounding  the  strike  than  I  could  through  other  papers.  I  am  ready 
to  commend  the  paper  for  the  good  it  did;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
with  those  other  articles  coming  out  since  in  the  paper  it  is  putting 
aside  all  the  good  it  might  have  done  our  organization  at  that  time, 
because  it  has  a  tendency  to  make  men  feel  that  it  is  not  absolutely 
favorable  to  trades  unionism. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  appreciate  what  the  Socialist  did  for  the 
miners  of  the  State  of  Illinois  during  the  strike,  but  I  am  opposed  to 
taking  stock  in  any  paper  of  any  kind  unless  we  start  a  paper  of 
our  own.  I  believe  it  would  be  a  bad  start  to  make  to  take  stock  in 
any  paper.  I  think  there  would  be  a  good  many  men  who  would  kick 
if  that  were  done.  I  am  willing  to  pay  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist 
or  any  other  paper  for  services  they  render  the  miners  in  time  of 
trouble,  but  I  am  opposed  to  taking  stock  in  any  political  paper. 

Delegate  Saunders — I  am  like  the  brother  who  has  just  spoken. 
I  am  willing  to  allow  the  Daily  Socialist  all  the  honor  and  credit  it 
deserves  for  what  it  did  for  us  during  the  past  strike.  I  am  willing 
to  admit  that  they  did  in  a  great  measure  help  to  win  the  strike;  but 
I  think  it  would  be  poor  policy  for  us  to  take  stock  in  any  publishing 
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company  or  any  paper  unless  we  establish  one  ot  our  own.  I  believe 
a  better  way  to  show  appreciation  for  what  this  paper  has  done  is 
for  us  who  feel  that  way  to  subscribe  for  the  paper,  and  allow  those 
who  do  not  believe  that  way  to  not  subscribe  for  it.  I  do  not  believe 
in  taking  the  common  fund  paid  in  by  our  organization  in  buying  the 
stock  of  the  Daily  Socialist.  Possibly  after  a  while  if  we  took  too 
much  stock  we  might  have  the  paper  on  our  hands.  I  am  opposed 
to  that  way  of  our  showing  our  appreciation  of  that  paper.  I  think 
we  can  show  our  appreciation  just  as  well  by  subscribing  for  the 
paper  and  paying  the  subscription  price.  But  as  far  as  taking  our 
money  out  of  the  common  fund  and  purchasing  stock  in  that  paper 
is  concerned,  I  am  opposed  to  it,  and  I  am  satisfied  the  sentiment  of 
my  local  is  along  that  line. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  may  be  regarded  by  some  as  being  some- 
what prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  proposition  before  the  house  in  be- 
half of  the  Daily  Socialist,  but  I  believe  I  have  good  reason  to  be. 
There  may  be  objection  on  the  part  of  some  to  taking  stock  in  the 
Daily  Socialist.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  in  favor  of  taking 
something  a  little  more  secure  than  stock,  I  am  in  favor  of  taking 
the  bonds  of  the  paper.  The  bonds,  I  believe,  are  considered  the 
best  of  the  two  propositions. 

So  far  as  the  Daily  Socialist  boosting  the  proposition  that  was 
up  in  the  Columbus  convention  in  regard  to  the  Civic  Federation  is 
concerned,  if  the  Daily  Socialist  was  wrong  in  making  reference  to 
it,  then  both  the  President  and  Secretary  of  this  district  were  wrong, 
because  they  both  spoke  in  favor  of  that  resolution.  I  believe  I 
could  see  from  the  place  I  occupied  in  that  hall  a  great  many  of  the 
Illinois  delegates  were  wrong,  for  they  voted  for  the  proposition.  I 
believ  the  statement  made  by  Brother  Bentall  is  correct  when  he 
said  he  believed  they  were  voicing  the  sentiment  of  that  convention. 

We  are  not  so  much  interested  in  what  the  Daily  Socialist  did 
for  us  last  year — and  it  did  a  great  deal  to  enlighten  many  people  on 
the  question  at  issue — as  we  are  in  what  it  will  do  in  the  future. 
There  is  no  other  paper  with  the  circulation  it  had,  reaching  prac- 
tically every  mining  town  in  this  and  other  states,  that  did  as  much 
for  the  miners  of  this  state  as  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist. 

In  the  past  we  have  purchased  bonds  of  railroad  companies  and 
municipalities  as  an  investment.  If  you  will  take  time  to  consider, 
I  believe  you  will  admit  that  fifteen  cents  a  member  invested  in  these 
bonds  will  be  a  better  proposition  than  allowing  railroads  and  mu- 
nicipalities to  juggle  with  our  money.  We  have  received  more  bene- 
fit than  fifteen  cents  a  member  or  twenty  cents  a  member  will  re- 
pay.   There  is  a  possibility,  and  a  strong  one,  of  our  going  into  an- 
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other  fight  at  the  expiration  of  our  contract,  and  if  we  are  placed  in 
the  same  position  we  were  last  year,  with  possibly  less  finance  in  our 
treasury,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  assistance  of  some  paper 
to  spread  the  news  of  our  actual  condition  all  over  the  country.  The 
paper  goes  into  every  mining  town  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
at  the  present  time.  For  our  own  protection  we  ought  to  have  an 
organ  that  will  defend  our  interests  all  over  the  country. 

Last  summer  during  our  strike  there  was  a  movement  on  foot 
by  somebody — and  I  am  satisfied  it  was  financed  by  the  coal  oper- 
ators of  this  state — to  send  about  twenty-five  Thiel  detective  agents 
throughout  the  state  to  stir  up  strife  among  our  members.  I  had  a 
letter  from  Nokomis  that  a  man  purporting  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Freight  Handlers'  organization  had  been  there  and  made  the  state- 
ment that  his  organization  had  paid  $100,000  to  our  strike,  and 
wanted  to  know  why  they  had  not  received  any  of  it.  He  said  there 
was  something  wrong  in  the  ofiice  if  they  had  not  received  any  of 
that  money.  That  same  thing  is  going  on  all  over  the  state.  I  went 
to  the  office  that  night,  wrote  a  letter  showing  up  the  proposition, 
sent  it  to  the  Daily  Socialist  and  the  next  day  or  the  day  after  it  ap- 
peared in  every  mining  camp  in  he  state  and  in  the  country.  For 
that  one  act  alone  we  owe  an  obligation  to  the  Daily  Socialist  it  will 
take  us  a  long  time  to  repay. 

No  doubt  the  brother  here  is  voicing  the  sentiment  of  his  local 
union  when  he  says,  "Let  those  who  want  to  subscribe  do  so."  Sup- 
pose that  is  done  and  we  will  say  that  only  five  per  cent  or  less  of  the 
men  subscribe  for  the  paper.  Who  was  benefitted  by  that  paper  and 
the  articles  we  had  published  in  it  last  summer?  Was  it  only  five 
per  cent  of  the  membership  or  was  it  all  the  membership?  If  it  was 
all  the  membership,  then  why  should  five  per  cent  pay  the-  expense 
for  the  entire  number? 

Some  people  say,  "Let  us  have  a  paper  of  our  own,"  and  perhaps 
that  would  be  good  policy.  Let  me  say  that  so  far  as  a  paper  of  our 
own  is  concerned,  if  we  were  to  establish  a  daily  paper  the  cost 
would  be  enormous.  When  Mr.  Hearst  came  to  Chicago  to  establish 
a  daily  paper  he  expended  over  $1,000,000  before  it  was  on  a  paying 
basis.  With  the  combined  opposition  of  the  employers  how  much 
would  it  take  to  establish  a  paper  and  put  it  on  a  paying  basis  if  it 
was  a  daily  paper?  A  weekly  paper  does  not  require  so  much  to 
establish,  but  how  long  does  it  take  to  get  news  to  our  membership? 
It  takes  about  a  week  after  the  United  Mine  Workers  get  news  un- 
til the  members  get  it.  You  will  be  apt  to  throw  such  a  paper  aside 
and  say,  "I  saw  that  news  a  week  ago." 

If  you  are  going  to  maintain  yourselves  in  another  fight  and 
keep  the  workers  enlightened  as  to  your  position  it  will  be  necessary 
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to  have  some  organ  to  do  that  for  us.  I  don't  care  what  organ  it  is, 
as  one  member  of  this  organization  I  am  willing  to  contribute  more 
than  twenty  cents  to  have  it  done,  I  am  willing  to  contribute  a  dol- 
lar. On  several  occasions  I  have  contributed  two  or  three  or  five 
dollars  to  help  the  Daily  Socialist  when  I  felt  I  was  in  a  position  to 
do  it;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  have  a  small  per  cent  of  our  member- 
ship bear  the  burden  if  we  are  all  to  be  benefitted. 

Years  ago  when  I  would  go  to  the  mines  and  try  to  get  men  to 
join  the  organization  some  of  them  would  say,  "I  am  a  union  man,  I 
believe  in  the  organization.  Any  time  you  want  me  to  strike  I  will 
walk  out,  but  I  won't  put  my  name  down  now."  They  were  union 
men  and  would  go  out  when  someone  else  made  the  fight,  but  they 
would  not  put  down  their  names  and  pay  fifty  cents. 

Some  people  may  be  prejudiced  against  this  paper  because  it  is  a 
Socialist  paper.  If  there  is  any  other  working  class  paper  in  this 
country  that  will  publish  the  news  and  help  us  out  in  our  fight,  I  don't 
care  whether  it  is  Socialisi,  Democrat  or  Republican,  I  would  be 
willing  to  help  it.  We  are  going  to  find  it  necessary  in  another  struggl-.^ 
to  keep  the  men  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  other  districts  posted  so 
they  will  keep  away.  During  the  last  strike  I  had  letters  from  nearly 
every  district  commending  us  for  the  work  we  were  doing,  and  in 
almost  every  instance  the  statement  was  made  that  they  saw  it  in 
the  Daily  Socialist,  and  they  were  not  Socialists  either. 

If  you  think  it  is  a  good  proposition  to  invest  money  in  railroa^l 
bonds  or  in  the  bonds  of  municipalities,  you  cannot  get  better  re- 
turns than  to  have  an  interest  in  some  working  class  paper.  I  hope 
this  will  not  be  passed  over  lightly  and  that  it  will  not  leave  the 
burden  on  the  backs  of  a  few  men  who  are  willing  to  dig  up  three  or 
five  dollars  to  help  the  Daily  Socialist.  I  think  you  can  afford  to  con- 
tribute fifteen  or  twenty  cents  a  member  to  carry  on  the  fight  of 
the  working  class.  You  can  get  any  daily  paper  that  is  published  in 
this  country  and  compare  it  with  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist,  and  I 
venture  the  assertion  you  will  find  a  hundred  times  as  much  trad  ; 
union  news  in  the  Daily  Socialist,  outside  of  the  papers  of  different 
organizations,  and  they  are  usually  weekly  papers. 

Some  people  will  say  we  are  trying  to  boost  the  Socialist  party. 
If  any  member  here  will  show  me  a  daily  paper  that  has  done  so 
much  in  the  past  and  is  going  to  do  so  much  in  the  future  you  can 
come  to  me  and  get  a  couple  of  dollars  for  it  at  any  time.  It  is  not 
because  we  want  to  help  the  Socialist  movement  along,  because  the 
Socialist  movement  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds  despite  the  con- 
duct of  some  people  in  it  and  out  of  it.  This  is  a  business  proposition, 
and  I  hope  every  one  will  realize  the  necessity  of  having  it  with  us  in 
the  next  fight.    If  the  convention  is  willing  to  have  the  Board  take  the 
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bonds,  which  is  the  best  proposition,  you  will  get  greater  returns  than 
from  the  bonds  of  any  railroad,  municipality  or  city. 

You  will  agree  that  something  must  be  done  to  get  our  views 
before  the  public.  If  we  decide  to  establish  a  daily  paper  of  our  own 
it  will  cost  us  a  great  deal  of  money.  It  will  cost  you  about  all  you  can 
offord  to  help  the  Daily  Socialist.  Today  it  is  in  a  better  financial 
condition  than  it  ever  has  been  in  its  history.  A  boost  from  us  will 
enable  us  to  enlarge  its  pages  and  make  a  better  paper.  Us  columns 
will  be  open  to  you  to  express  your  views  along  trades  union  and 
other  lines.  I  hope  the  convention  will  help  it  along,  because  it  is 
organized,  established  and  run  in  the  interests  of  the  wage  worker.s. 
No  corporation  has  a  collar  around  its  neck,  and  no  corporation  can 
buy  the  stock,  even  if  they  wanted  it,  because  they  won't  let  them  have 
it.    I  hope  you  will  give  this  matter  the  consideration  it  deserves. 

Vice-President  Lawrence — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Workers: 
There  never  was  a  paper  in  America  to  my  knowledge,  that  did  as 
much  for  the  workers  as  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  has  done. 
From  the  first  paper  that  was  printed  up  to  the  present  time  they 
have  been  behind  every  strike  and  every  laboring  man  in  America 
every  day,  every  night  and  all  the  time.  There  is  nothing  they  could 
do  to  help  the  workers  they  have  not  done.  No  effort  was  too  great 
for  them  to  undertake  for  us  during  our  strike.  Last  summer  I 
traveled  over  the  state  and  visited  the  various  mining  camps  dur- 
ing the  strike.  Of  course,  the  strike  was  the  whole  talk  of  the 
miners,  the  business  men  and  everyone  else.  I  heard  not  only  min- 
ers, but  business  men  and  coal  operators  say  "This  morning's  paper 
says  so  and  so.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it?"  I  would  state  my 
views  and  some  fellow  would  say,  "The  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  will 
be  here  in  the  next  mail  and  we  will  get  the  truth."  I  heard  coal 
operators  in  other  camps  say  that.  They  depended  upon  the  Chicago 
Daily  Socialist  to  get  the  truth,  they  did  not  depend  upon  the  capital- 
ist papers  for  it. 

in  my  report  I  did  not  recommend  that  we  take  stock.  I  recom- 
mended that  we  take  stock  or  bonds.  As  Secretary  McDonald  has 
said,  those  bonds  will  bring  us  greater  returns  than  any  railroad 
bonds  we  can  buy,  greater  returns  than  any  bank  stock  we  can  buy, 
and  greater  returns  than  any  other  bonds  we  can  buy.  That  paper 
is  always  on  the  firing  line.  It  has  been  with  us  in  every  effort  we 
have  made  for  the  betterment  of  our  organization.  During  our  strike 
they  never  struck  the  name  of  a  member  of  our  organization  off  the 
subscription  list.  They  carried  them  through  the  strike,  expecting 
them  to  pay  when  it  was  over.  In  addition  to  that  they  sent  bundles 
of  papers  into  the  mining  camps  free  of  charge.  I  am  ashamed  to 
say  that  a  large  number  of  the  people  they  carried  during  that  five 
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months,  did  not  pay  the  subscription  price  for  the  paper  after  they 
had  returned  to  work.  In  the  days  before  you  organized  if  a  man 
had  the  courage  to  get  up  and  advocate  the  cause  of  the  workers 
and  as  a  consequence  was  discharged  and  victimized  many  of  his 
fellow  workers  would  say,  "He  should  have  been  more  careful;  he 
should  not  have  talked  as  he  did;  we  cannot  afford  to  support  him." 
That  is  the  position  we  are  putting  the  Socialist  in.  We  are  great!y 
indebted  to  the  paper  for  the  fight  it  made  for  us  and  for  all  the 
workers.  I  feel  we  will  be  derelict  in  our  duty  if  we  do  not  take  some 
steps  to  help  this  paper  out  financially,  either  by  buying  stock,  bonds 
or  making  a  donation.  We  ought  to  meet  every  obligation  we  hon- 
estly owe. 

Delegate  Smith  (P.  J.) — I  do  not  oppose  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  that  we  buy  stock  or  bonds  in  the  Chicago  Daily 
Socialist  provided  it  is  a  safe  investment.  I  do  not  oppose  buying 
the  stocks  or  bonds  of  any  other  paper  any  more  than  I  would  buy- 
ing the  bonds  of  a  railroad  corporation,  provided  it  was  a  safe  in- 
vestment. I  appreciate  the  position  taken  by  the  Daily  Socialist,  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  only  the  advancement  of  their  cause  and 
the  carrying  out  of  their  purpose  to  take  the  position  they  did,  be- 
cause they  are  an  organization  for  the  benefit  of  the  working  people. 
However,  in  my  opinion,  if  the  miners  want  to  invest  money  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  getting  a  paper,  rather  than  as  a  safe  investment,  if 
the  local  unions  in  the  State  of  Illinois  would  patronize  one  printing 
ofiice  in  having  their  printing  done  that  would  be  a  sufficient  patron- 
age for  that  office  to  run  a  weekly  paper  at  least  sufficiently  large 
to  furnish  it  to  every  United  Mine  Worker  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
free  of  charge.  They  could  do  that  providing  they  got  the  job  print- 
ing that  is  necessary  for  all  the  local  unions.  That  would  furnish  a 
trades  union  paper  to  every  miner  in  the  state  if  they  would  only 
patronize  that  one  printing  office. 

If  bonds  are  a  good  investment  I  would  favor  securing  the  bonds, 
I  would  not  care  whether  it  was  a  Socialist  or  any  other  paper.  I 
think  that  feature  of  it  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary, 
as  much  as  the  purchase  of  railroad  bonds  is.  The  Chicago  Daily 
Socialist  perhaps  did  more  for  us  last  summer  than  any  other  daily 
paper  did.  We  were  not  in  power  sufficiently  to  influence  the  articles 
that  appeared  in  the  Mine  Workers'  Journal,  because  the  fellow  at  the 
head  of  it  opposed  the  policies  of  the  Illinois  strikers.  For  that 
reason  we  did  not  have  the  support  we  should  have  had  from  our  own 
organ.  I  know  the  Daily  Socialist  did  render  almost  invaluable  ser- 
vice to  the  miners  of  Illinois;  but  it  was  for  the  advancement  of  their 
cause  as  well  as  ours.  They  did  the  same  as  any  other  paper.  If  a 
paper  is  backed  by  William  Lorimer  and  his  influence  means  financial 
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support  of  the  paper,  it  will  endorse  him.  Several  other  papers  were 
friendly  to  the  miners  durinig  our  strike.  Down  in  the  Southern 
field  we  had  the  Murphysboro  Independent,  the  DuQuoin  Call,  the 
DuQuoin  Herald,  the  Marion  Leader  and  the  Marion  Post.  They 
threw  open  their  columns  to  the  officials  of  the  mine  workers  to 
publish  any  articles  they  wanted  to  write  in  the  interests  of  the  min- 
ers. I  believe  it  would  be  fitting  and  proper  to  introduce  a  resolution 
endorsing  the  attitude  of  all  those  papers  toward  our  strike.  In  our 
locality  there  was  one  single  exception.  The  Harrisburg  Register 
lined  up  with  the  operators,  the  most  foolish  trick  i  ever  knew  a 
business  man  to  do.  That  paper  was  dependent  on  the  miners  for 
support.  As  soon  as  it  lined  up  with  the  operators  the  miners  put 
it  out  of  business.  It  is  in  the  interests  of'  the  press  to  favor  the 
people  who  support  it.  As  I  said  in  the  beginning,  I  have  no  objectio.i 
whatever  to  the  purchase  of  that  stock,  provided  it  is  a  safe  investment, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  one  in  a  better  position  to  know  than 
Secretary  McDonald.  If  it  is  a  safe  investment  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  purchase  bonds  in  a  sufficient  amount  to  show  our  apprecia- 
tion of  their  services. 

I  want  to  say  in  conclusion  that  I  accord  to  every  man  a  right 
to  his  own  political  affiliation.  It  is  not  the  purpose  to  boost  that 
paper  because  it  is  a  Socialist  paper.  We  make  no  distinction  between 
the  investment  in  that  paper  and  any  other  paper.  I  want  every  man 
to  know  that  I  accord  him  the  privilege  of  belonging  to  any  political 
party  he  sees  fit.  That  is  his  business,  and  our  organization  is  not 
going  to  interfere  with  that  civic  right.  If  an  investment  in  the 
Chicago  Daily  Socialist  is  a  safe  investment,  while  it  might  not  pay 
a  large  financial  profit,  it  would  make  us  bondholders  or  stockholders 
in  that  paper.  To  my  mind,  from  the  progress  that  paper  has  made, 
it  would  be  a  safe  investment.  We  know  from  past  experience  that 
in  time  of  peril  no  organ  supported  our  case  any  better  than  the 
Chicago  Daily  Socialist. 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — I  am  opposed  to  the  proposition  now  before 
the  convention.  There  are  95  local  unions  in  this  state  not  represented 
in  this  convention — almost  one-third  of  the  locals  in  the  district.  I 
believe  it  will  be  taking  an  undue  advantage  of  the  locals  not  repre- 
sented here  of  we  vote  to  take  stock  in  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  or 
in  any  other  paper.  When  the  Committee  on  Constitution  reports  it 
will  be  found  that  they  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  cut  off  the  out- 
of-work  benefits,  and  if  we  do  that  and  this  convention  goes  on  record 
as  favoring  taking  stock  in  the  Daily  Socialist,  I  pity  some  of  the 
delegates  when  they  return  to  their  local  unions!  I  am  not  instructed 
on  this  or  any  other  question.  I  heard  the  report  of  the  Vice  President 
read  on  the  first  day  of  the  convention,  and  I  have  been  thinking  over 
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it  since.  I  know  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  is  a  fearless  paper  and 
that  it  did  a  great  good  for  the  miners  in  their  struggle,  but  I  waut' 
to  admonish  you  to  be  very  careful  about  spending  the  funds  of  the 
organization  for  such  a  purpose.  You  will  remember  how  the  last 
annual  convention  was  scored  for  its  action.  I  am  not  afraid  of  what 
may  be  said  to  me.  I  have  been  threatened  by  the  local  union  oa 
more  than  one  occasion.  I  have  been  threatened  with  being  thrown 
out  of  the  window,  and  if  I  should  favor  this  proposition  I  think  they 
would  have  a  right  to  do  it — although  they  might  have  a  good  job  doing 
it. 

No  matter  what  side  a  man  takes  on  this  proposition  he  should 
not  be  criticised.  Of  course  our  leaders  are  in  a  better  position  to 
know  what  will  be  a  proper  course  to  pursue,  but  I  do  not  believe 
it  will  be  right  at  this  time  to  take  the  bonds  of  that  paper.  I  will 
therefore  have  to  vote  "No"  on  the  proposition,  and  vote  "NO"  with 
two  big  letters. 

Delegate  Williams  (B.) — I  move  that  we  refer  the  matter  to  the 
State  Executive  Board,  with  power  to  purchase  bonds  to  the  extent 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  centy  cents  per  member  of  the  organization. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Palmer — I  move  to  amend  by  referring  it  back  to  the 
membership  for  a  referendum  vote  on  the  proposition.  (Seconded.) 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  amendment  be  tabled. 

Delegate  Kellett — I  don't  like  to  vote  on  a  question  without  know- 
ing what  I  am  doing.  One  brother  moved  to  refer  it  back  to  the  rank 
and  file.  I  would  like  to  know  if  he  wants  a  special  election  for  that 
purpose  or  if  he  wants  it  submitted  at  the  next  election  of  the  mine 
workers. 

Chairman  Jarrard — I  don't  know  the  purpose  the  brother  had  in 
making  the  motion.    The  delegate  who  made  the  motion  will  explain. 

Delegate  Palmer — I  do  not  feel  qualified  to  vote  on  a  proposition 
of  that  kind  for  my  membership.  They  have  never  had  the  question 
up.  If  any  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  ever  came  into  our  local  I  did 
not  see  it.  I  do  not  feel  qualified  to  vote  for  my  local  on  the  prop- 
osition. ' 

Chairman  Jarrard — There  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  the 
motion  to  table. 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken. 

Chairman  Jarrard — The  motion  seems  to  be  lost. 

Delegate  Lowe — The  mover  of  the  motion  did  not  answer  the 
question.    I  would  like  to  have  it  answered. 
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Delegate  Kellett — I  asked  whether  the  motion  meant  to  refer 
back  for  a  special  election,  or  by  a  special  ballot  in  the  next  regular 
election. 

Chairman  Jarrard — That  proposition  can  be  settled  after  the  vote 
is  disposed  of. 

Delegate  Rosan — A  point  of  information.  The  people  here  do 
not  know  whether  they  are  voting  to  refer  the  motion  to  a  referen- 
dum vote  or  on  something  else.  A  number  of  delegates  do  not  know 
how  to  vote. 

Chairman  Jarrard — The  motion  before  -the  house  is  to  table  the 
motion  to  refer  back  to  a  referendum  vote.  The  motion  was  put  and 
the  chair  declared  the  motion  to  table  seemed  to  be  lost.  A  di- 
vision has  been  called  for. 

Delegate  Palmer — I  will  answer  the  question.  The  brother  did 
not  ask  the  question  of  me,  he  asked  it  of  the  chair.  I  moved  to  re- 
fer to  a  special  election  on  that  question. 

Delegate  Kellett — I  want  to  know  what  we  are  voting  on. 

Chairman  Jarrard — It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  chair  to  railroad 
anything.  I  believe  the  courtesy  is  due  us  that  the  convention  be 
in  order.  While  I  am  chairman  I  hope  you  will  extend  to  me  the 
courtesy  you  would  ask  me  to  extend  if  you  were  in  this  position. 
The  motion  before  the  house  is  to  table  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  ref- 
erendum vote.  That  motion  was  put.  The  chair  declared  the  motion 
to  table  seemed  to  be  lost.  A  division  was  called  for  on  that  ques- 
tion. That  is  what  we  are  going  to  vote  on  now.  All  in  favor  of 
tabling  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  referendum  vote  will  manifest  it  by 
rising  and  remaining  standing  until  counted. 

The  motion  to  table  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  referendum  vote 
was  lost,  87  votes  being  cast  in  the  affirmative  and  90  votes  in  the 
negative. 

President  Walker — The  motion  before  the  convention  now  is  to 
refer  this  matter  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the  membership  in  the 
state.  According  to  the  ex'planation  of  the  delegate  who  made  the 
motion  there  is  to  be  a  special  referer^dum  vote  taken.  I  expect  the 
whole  amount  involved  will  be  paid  two  or  three  times  over  in  the 
cost  of  holding  the  election.  I  do  not  think  there  is  anyone  here 
who  wants  that  sort  of  thing  to  occur.  Ordinarily  I  am  in  favor  of 
referring  to  the  rank  and  file  any  question  of  vital  importance  affect- 
ing them,  if  it  can  be  done  and  secure  the  same  result,  or  if  the  cost 
of  referring  it  is  not  more  than  the  cost  of  complying  with  the  re- 
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quirements  of  the  proposition  under  consideration  and  time  will  per- 
mit; but  I  am  opposed  to  the  motion  to  refer  under  these  circum- 
stances. Without  th  equalification  made  by  the  delegates  I  would  be 
opposed  to  the  motion  to  refer.  I  feel  that  you  can  act  on  this  mat- 
ter now  and  get  the  best  results,  not  only  for  yourselves,  but  for 
the  membership. 

There  is  one  element  that  enters  into  this  matter  the  delegates 
want  to  consider  carefully.  That  is  the  only  element  of  danger  I 
believe  in  acting  on  this  proposition.  There  will  be  a  considerable 
number  of  members  of  the  organization  who  will  oppose  anything 
that  looks  like  favoring  a  Socialist  paper;  and  when  you  go  back 
home,  it  matters  not  what  the  service  may  have  been,  there  will  be 
an  element  that  will  criticise  the  action  of  the  delegates,  no  matter 
what  you  do  with  these  matters,  if  it  v^^orks  out  to  the  interests  of  the 
Chicago  Daily  Socialist.  They  will  look  on  the  matter,  not  as  an  act 
to  repay  an  obligation  that  we  are  under  and  to  assist  that  paper 
to  help  us,  but  they  will  look  on  it  as  an  act  in  favor  of  the  Socialist 
party  and  will  criticise  the  delegates  for  that  reason. 

It  is  true  that  you  cannot  assist  the  Daily  Socialist  without  in 
a  measure  assisting  the  Socialist  party.  I  occupy,  I  believe,  about 
the  most  peculiar  position  of  any  one  man  in  our  organization.  A 
majority  of  men  who  will  criticise  the  provision  to  buy  the  bonds  of 
this  paper  will  do  it  on  the  ground,  more  than  anything  else,  that  the 
paper  has  criticised  in  a  way  ex-President  Mitchell  and  has  at  times 
been  rather  plain  in  speaking — sometimes  right  and  sometimes 
wrong — of  people  who  are  officials  of  the  movement  who  are  not 
Socialists.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  Socialist  paper  that 
has  criticised  any  one  man  in  the  labor  movement  for  not  being  a 
Socialist  more  than  there  have  been  Socialists  who  have  criticised 
me  for  claiming  to  be  a  Socialist.  I  don't  think  any  man  will  say  I 
dodged  the  issue  or  hid  behind  a  bush  anywhere  when  the  question 
of  defending  men  who  were  not  Socialists,  but  were  trades  unionists 
in  taking  action  they  considered  for  the  interests  of  the  organization 
they  represented,  when  the  Socialists  and  their  papers  have  criti- 
cised and  condemned  those  men. 

I  think  I  have  been  as  outspoken  as  any  man  at  times  when  that 
matter  was  under  consideration.  I  want  to  say,  however,  no  matter 
what  my  friends  who  are  Socialists  say,  and  no  matter  what  some  of 
them  say  who  are  not  Socialists,  I  honestly  believe  I  am  a  Socialist.  1 
thought  I  could  not  consistently  act  as  President  of  your  organiza- 
tion and  consider  every  question  I  had  to  pass  upon  from  the  view- 
point of  the  Socialist  from  a  political  point  of  view.  Of  course,  as  a 
result  of  acting  at  all  times,  as  I  considered,  in  the  interests  of  this 
organization,  as  I  considered  this  organization  had  a  prior  claim  on 
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me  while  acting  in  this  capacity  to  any  other  institution  on  earth,  I 
have  been  criticised  by  men  who  are  prominent  within  the  State 
Socialist  party.  I  have  found,  too,  that  as  an  individual  I  could  not 
subscribe  to  the  acts  and  statements  of  a  considerable  number  of  men 
in  the  state  party  who  were  prominent  in  it,  and  in  the  party  nation- 
ally, and  if  my  duties  would  have  permitted  I  would  have  been  glad 
io  fight  it  out  with  them  as  individuals,  but  in  the  position  I  held  I 
could  not  do  it.  I  was  acting  as  President  of  the  organization,  no 
matter  what  question  was  up. 

This  put  me  in  an  exceedingly  embarrassing  position.  As  a  re- 
sult I  severed  my  connection  with  the  local  in  Danville,  and  I  have 
not  been  a  dues-paying  member  since  that  time,  although  I  will  ven- 
ture the  assertion  I  pay  a  great  deal  more  to  the  party  than  the  men 
who  made  a  great  deal  of  sound  to  the  effect  that  I  was  not  a  Social- 
ist and  they  were.  I  think  every  man  here  now  recognizes  the  real 
merit  of  the  work  done  in  our  interest  by  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist 
during  our  strike.  I  know  a  number  of  men  here  who  got  to  the 
place  where  they  almost  hated  to  hear  the  word  Socialism.  They 
hated  it  because  of  the  bitter  and  in  my  opinion  unfounded  criticism 
on  the  part  of  some  men  who  call  themselves  Socialists.  They  linked 
those  men  with  the  party.  But  during  the  strike  I  think  I  can  say 
that  hundreds  of  men  of  that  mind  and  disposition  subscribed  for  the 
Daily  Socialist  and  tried  to  get  it  every  day  because — taking  their 
own  statements  for  it,  and  I  hate  to  admit  it — this  paper  was  really 
representing  us  better  than  any  other  paper  in  the  country. 

I  think  you  will  admit  that  in  our  ranks  there  are  fellows  who  are 
half  way  decent  fellows  who  are  Socialists.  If  we  want  to  give 
others  the  consideration  we  ask  for  ourselves  we  ought  to  be  willing 
to  recognize  fully  the  real  services  rendered  and  real  merit.  In  this 
instance  I  might  say  that  by  past  precedent  your  Executive  Board 
had  a  right,  without  question,  to  invest  as  much  money  in  these 
bonds  as  they  saw  fit.  By  past  precedent  we  already  had  that  right, 
but  we  felt  that  to  invest  in  these  bonds  without  bringing  the  matter 
up  here  would  be  made  a  bone  of  contention  in  the  local  union.  We 
thought  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  to  have  the  matter  considered 
in  the  convention  and  let  everybody  have  an  understanding  before 
it  was  done.  If  the  feeling  is  so  strong  that  the  convention  opposes  the 
investment  of  our  funds  in  those  bonds,  and  instructs  the  Executive 
Board  not  to  invest  in  them,  we  will  at  least  be  open  and  fair  and 
honest  with  each  other  and  understand  what  we  are  doing. 

At  the  trying  hour  in  our  strike,  through  the  efforts  of  the  mei 
connected  with  this  daily  paper,  as  Secretary  McDonald  said,  they 
exposed  the  actions  of  the  men  who  went  to  Peoria  and  Nokomis 
and  other  places,  those  Thiei  detectives  who  were  trying  to  knife  u* 
As  a  result  they  called  a  conference.    They  got  the  representatives 
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of  every  Socialist  paper  connected  with  the  party,  either  directly  or 
got  in  touch  with  them  through  correspondence,  and  arranged  that 
every  article  and  statement  that  would  have  a  vital  bearing  on  the 
strike  that  was  on  in  our  interest  should  be  published,  either  to  show 
the  things  we  wanted  people  to  know  or  to  show  us  the  lies  that 
were  being  circulated  by  the  other  side.  They  agreed  that  they  would 
all  copy  these  articles  and  send  copies  of  their  papers  into  the  mining 
districts  where  the  men  of  their  languages  were  working.  They 
sent  bundles  of  these  papers  into  our  state.  May  be  Brother  Palmer'3 
local  did  not  get  any  copies.  It  is  probable  there  was  no  Socialist 
there  whose  address  they  had. 

The  position  of  the  real  Socialist  has  always  been  that  the  trades 
union  movement  really  made  possible  the  progress  of  the  Socialist 
movement,  and  that  a  man  could  not  be  a  good  .Socialist  if  he  wai 
working  at  any  trade  that  had  an  organization  governing  it  and  he 
did  not  belong  to  that  trades  union,  and  if  he  did  not  do  everything 
within  his  power  to  advance  that  trades  union.  Being  a  Socialist 
was  an  indication  that  he  felt  we  had  to  be  active  on  the  political  field, 
and  that  we  ultimately  had  to  get  the  ownership  of  the  means  of 
production  and  distribution  before  we  could  get  actual  justice  for 
ourselves  and  our  families.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  trade  unionist 
here  today  who  will  not  agree  that  if  a  Stocialist  feels  that  way 
towards  the  trade  union  that  he  is  a  good  trades  unionist.  Every 
one  of  you  will  agree  with  me  that  we  have  got  to  be  more  active 
on  the  political  field  in  the  future  if  we  want  to  conserve  our  political 
interests,  or  we  will  not  only  stand  a  chance  of  not  making  progress, 
but  of  actually  going  back. 

With  regard  to  the  papers  mentioned  by  Brother  Smith.  Wbot 
he  says  is  true.  In  my  own  locality  we  have  a  little  paper  called  the 
Danville  Record.  No  better  paper  was  published  in  the  interests  of 
the  workers,  and  they  could  not  do  more  service  than  they  did  in 
that  strike;  but  it  is  only  a  county  paper  and  those  are  only 
local  papers  Brother  Smith  mentioned.  They  have  not  the  influence 
of  a  large  daily,  that  is  distributed  all  over  the  state.  I  feel  as  a 
business  proposition  that  we  can  strike  out  the  word  "stock" — ^we  can- 
not get  stock  anyhow,  because  it  is  all  subscribed  for — but  we  can 
offord  to  buy  five  or  ten  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  those  bonds,  ana 
if  we  never  get  a  penny  for  them  we  will  not  have  half  paid  for  the 
work  they  did  for  us  during  the  strike.  But  I  am  satisfied  it  is  a 
sound  financial  business  institution  and  that  we  will  get  financial  re- 
turns, possibly  as  great  as  we  are  getting  from  the  railroad  corpora- 
tions whose  bonds  we  have  owned  in  the  past.  I  think  we  own  some 
of  them  now.    Aside  from  that  it  will  draw  us  closer  together. 

The  Daily  Socialist  management  in  dealing  with  questions  affect- 
ing our  organization  will  say,  "These  men  have  shown  us  they  are  on 
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the  square,  that  they  want  to  be  friends  of  ours,  and  if  a  dispute 
arises  between  us  they  will  be  careful  to  avoid  getting  themselves 
entangled  in  either  side  when  it  will  be  a  detriment  to  our  organ 
ization.  They  will  feel  under  obligations  to  every  man  connected  with 
our  organization,  and  they  will  be  careful  to  see  that  they  make 
no  mistakes  in  matters  affecting  us.  We  will  feel  free  to  go  to  its 
columns  at  any  time  a  struggle  is  on  and  it  is  necessary  to  do  so. 
My  own  convictions  are,  knowing  the  men  connected  with  the  organ- 
ization controlling  that  paper,  that  it  will  not  make  any  difference, 
so  far  as  their  attitude  toward  us  is  concerned,  whether  you  take  those 
bonds  or  not.  They  were  friendly  to  us  because  they  were  fighting  the 
battle  of  the  workers,  and  if  we  cannot  see  our  way  clear  to  make  thi, 
paper  better  and  stronger  and  more  able  to  do  our  work  in  the 
future,  they  will  do  the  best  they  can  in  our  behalf  anyhow.  But  with 
these  things  in  mind  we  feel  that  it  is  as  sound  an  investment  as  any 
bonds  we  can  buy— because  I  tell  you  frankly  when  you  buy  any 
bonds  of  the  railroads  you  are  buying  about  1,000  per  cent  watered 
stock.  The  money  in  the  Socialist  is  paid  in  hard-earned  dollars  by 
the  workers  who  have  not  learned  how  to  water  stock  as  yet.  If  it 
went  out  of  business  you  could  realize  the  face  value  of  the  bonds 
anyhow,  and  you  cannot  do  that  with  railroad  bonds. 

I  can  understand  that  some  men  are  opposed  to  any  proposition, 
right  or  wrong,  if  they  have  any  prejudice  against  it;  but  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  we  can  get  financial  returns  equally  as  good  as  by 
buying  railroad  bonds,  and  of  the  added  fact  that  it  will  draw  us 
closer  together  and  give  us  a  daily  paper  greater  than  it  has  been 
in  the  past,  a  paper  that  will  fight  day  and  night  continually  for  our 
interests  and  our  welfare,  and  with  the  knowledge  in  view  that  the 
end  of  this  contract  may  see  a  greater  need  than  existed  in  the  re- 
cent conflict — as  a  plain,  business  proposition  I  cannot  see  how  we 
can  do  much  better  than  to  refer  this  to  the  Executive  Board  with 
the  favorable  consideration  of  this  convention. 

Some  of  our  members  who  did  not  like  the  Socialist  got  the 
paper  every  day.  Take  the  Teamsters'  organization,  the  Carpenters' 
organization  and  almost  every  labor  union  in  Chicago  whose  oflQcials 
felt  that  way  in  the  past,  and  they  will  tell  you  today  when  there  is 
a  strike  on  if  they  want  to  see  what  the  side  of  the  workers  really  is, 
if  they  want  a  paper  that  will  give  the  trades  unions  a  square  deal, 
they  have  to  subscribe  for  the  Daily  Socialist.  Men  who  have  been 
most  bitter  opponents  of  the  movement  and  everj^thing  it  represented 
in  the  past,  will  say  that.  I  feel  now  that  you  will  be  making  no 
mistake  and  that  time  will  justify  everything  if  you  favor  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution. 

At  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules,  to 
reconvene  at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 
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MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  27. 


SIXTH  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Monday,  Feb- 
ruary 27th,  Sub-district  President  Jarrard  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Lewis  (J.  L.) — I  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  committee's 
report  and  for  the  matters  now  pending  before  the  house  that  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  organizations  shall  invest  in  stock  or  bonds 
of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  be  referred  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the 
membership  upon  the  date  of  our  next  annual  election.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lewis — I  recognize  the  great  work  done  during  the  past 
year  for  our  organization  by  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist.  It  has  been 
my  privilege  to  be  in  a  number  of  mining  camps  in  the  state  during  the 
time  the  strike  was  in  progress,  and  even  after  the  settlement  of  the 
strike  and  during  the  time  the  political  campaign  was  in  progress  last 
fall.  I  know  that  a  great  many  of  our  members  secured  information 
through  the  columns  of  that  newspaper  that  they  were  unable  to  secure 
in  any  other  manner.  I  know  the  information  contained  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  was  of  great  benefit  to  our  mem- 
bership. I  want  to  give  the  paper  full  credit  for  the  noble  work  it, 
has  done  during  the  past  year. 

There  is  more  involved  in  the  question  than  the  mere  expenditure 
of  the  amount  of  money  in  question.  If  we  invest  in  the  stock  or 
bonds  of  any  newspaper  it  will  be  heralded  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land  that  that  paper  is  the  official  organ  of  the  organiza- 
tion that  supports  it;  whether  or  not  the  organization  has  anything 
to  do  with  framing  its  policy,  and  the  attitude  that  paper  assumed 
in  connection  with  labor,  or  even  in  connection  with  other  questions, 
will  be  regarded  as  representing  the  attitude  of  the  organization  that 
supports  it.  For  that  reason,  my  friends,  I  am  loth  to  act  on  this  ques- 
tion without  being  in  a  better  position  to  know  the  wishes  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  our  organization  in  this  state. 

Our  organization  is  composed  of  men  representing  every  political 
faith — Socialists.  Republicans,  Democrats,  Prohibitionists  and  Inde- 
peiiedents — and  the  political  faiths  of  these  men  are  dear  to  them.  ) 
am  afraid  if  you  take  action  in  the  convention,  while  in  a  measur*^ 
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we  would  be  doing  it  from  a  spirit  of  gratitude  for  the  work  that 
paper  has  done  for  us,  our  action  would  not  receive  the  unanimous  en- 
dorsement of  our  membership.  For  that  reason  I  believe  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the  men  themselves.  Let 
them  say  whether  or  not  they  endorse  that  action,  whether  or  not  we 
shall  become  part  owners  or  financial  supporters  of  the  Chicago  Daily 
Socialist  or  any  other  paper. 

The  other  day  the  convention  went  on  record,  practically  by  unani- 
mous vote,  in  favor  of  the  initiative  and  referendum.  As  members  of 
this  organization,  regardless  of  the  political  faith  we  hold,  we  have 
been  in  favor  of  the  initiative  and  referendum.  We  believe  that  ques- 
tions affecting  their  interests  should  be  referred  to  the  people  of  the 
country  for  their  sanction.  I  believe  this  should  be  submitted  to  our 
membership  in  the  same  way.  If  it  is  submitted  in  this  way  it  will 
involve  no  extra  expense  to  the  membership.  It  will  mean  that  then 
whatever  action  is  taken  will  represent  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of 
your  membership.  It  is  pretty  hard  to  find  from  a  delegation  of  this 
nature  what  the  wishes  of  the  membership  will  be.  In  most  instances 
the  delegates  are  selected  by  their  local  unions  without  regard  to  their 
political  affiliation,  and  while  Socialists  or  Democrats  or  Republicans 
may  represent  certain  local  unions,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  entire 
local  union  is  of  the  same  political  faith  as  the  delegate.  If  in  the 
next  election  the  membership  decides  that  is  the  best  policy  to  pursue 
we  will  have  ample  time  to  invest  money  in  that  newspaper,  get  behind 
it,  give  it  our  moral  and  financial  support,  and  when  the  time  comes 
to  make  the  next  contract  we  will  have  a  newspaper,  if  we  so  desire, 
that  will  be  with  us.  It  will  not  be  more  than  nine  months  until  we 
have  another  election. 

Delegate  Weir — I  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  matters  pending 
that  the  question  of  buying  stock  or  bonds  of  the  Chicago  Daily  Social- 
ist be  referred  to  the  sub-district  conventions,  with  the  understanding 
that  the  sub-district  secretary  send  circulars  to  the  various  local  u-nions 
in  the  sub-district  stating  the  facts,  and  requiring  each  local  union 
secretary  to  notify  its  members  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  sub-district 
convention  with  instructions  as  to  how  he  shall  vote  on  the  question. 
The  sub-district  secretary  to  send  to  the  district  secretary  the  result 
of  the  action,  and  the  District  Executive  Board  to  be  instructed  to  act 
according  to  the  decision.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  King  (G.) — I  move  that  the  substitute  just  offered  be 
laid  on  the  table.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Veal  There  is  a  great  deal  embodied  in  this  question.  To 

begin  with,  the  editor  has  pointed  out  to  you  the  position  they  took 
in  the  last  strike  of  the  Illinois  mine  workers  and  the  position  they 
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took  in  the  garment  workers'  strike.  Let  us  be  fair  in  this  proposition 
and  look  at  the  question  as  it  really  is.  Is  this  a  Socialist  publication 
that  sbnae  men  seem  to  have  a  horror  of,  or  is  it  really  a  trades  union 
publication?  The  editor  says  he  represents  the  sentiment  of  the  trades 
unions  in  this  state.  From  the  standpoint  of  the  Marxinian  philosophy 
the  craft  struggle  of  the  workers  organized  is  the  basis  of  the 
Socialist  philosophy. 

A  Delegate — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  question  before  '^he 
house  is  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Lewis.  The  question  is 
whether  or  not  we  shall  refer  this  to  a  referendum  vote. 

Chairman  Jarrard — The  point  of  order  is  well  taken  and  the  dele- 
gate will  confine  himself  to  the  question  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Veal — I  take  the  position  that  you  do  the  Chicago  So- 
cialist an  injustice  by  recognizing  it  as  a  Socialist  publication.  I  say 
it  is  a  trades  union  expression  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Marxinian 
theory.  A  talk  made  against  it  on  the  plea  that  it  is  a  Socialist  publi- 
cation is  an  injustice. 

Chairman  Jarrard — The  delegate  will  please  confine  his  remarks 
to  the  question  before  the  house,  which  is  to  refer  to  a  referendum 
vote. 

Delegate  Veal — I  would  like  to  point  out  to  you  that  in  the  Paris 
Commune — 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  hope  no  one 
will  follow  that  delegate's  advice. 

Delegate  Veal— t  want  the  same  right  as  President  Walker. 

Chairman  Jarrard — You  have  the  same  right  as  every  other  dele- 
gate here. 

Delegate  Veal — We  are  the  highest  body ^  in  this  organization.  I 
want  to  serve  notice  on  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  that  it  has  to  take 
a  position  in  the  future,  industrially  speaking,  on  class  lines. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegate  is  not 
discussing  the  question  before  the  house. 

Chairman  Jarrard — Delegate  Veal  will  either  speak  on  the  motion 
or  take  his  seat. 

Delegate  Boucher — I  want  to  know  what  kind  of  a  convention  this 
is?    Is  it  a  political  convention  to  elect  a  senator,  or  what  is  it? 

■  Chairman  Jarrard — It  is  a  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
and  the  delegates  will  please  speak  to  the  question  before  the  house. 
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Vice  President  Lawrence — I  have  to  take  issue  with  our  friend 
Lewis  on  this  question.  I  don't  think  it  means  any  more  to  the  mem- 
bership of  this  organization  to  buy  the  bonds  of  the  Chicago  Daily 
Socialist  than  it  does  to  buy  the  bonds  of  the  capitalist  interests  of 
this  country. 

Delegate  King  (B.) — i  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  question  is 
whether  this  shall  be  referred  to  a  referendum  vote  or  not.  Make 
him  speak  on  the  motion  to  refer. 

Chairman  Jarrard — You  did  not  give  Vice  President  Lawrence 
sufficient  time  to  get  to  his  subject.    The  Vice  President  has  the  floor. 

Vice  President  Lawrence — I  am  answering  the  argument  of  Dele- 
gate John  Lewis,  the  man  who  made  the  motion.  I  want  to  be  fair  on 
all  these  propositions,'  and  I  want  to  be  accorded  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  that  have  been  accorded  to  other  delegates.  I  oppose  re- 
ferring this  proposition.  You  do  not  refer  to  the  membership  the 
proposition  of  whether  we  shall  buy  Chicago  &  Alton  bonds,  muncipal 
bonds,  or  the  bonds  of  any  other  institution.  The  conventions  in  the 
past  have  given  the  officers  power  along  that  line,  and  the  matter  has 
not  been  up  for  years.  Under  authority  given  the  board  by  a  conven- 
tion years  ago  we  could  have  invested  in  these  bonds.  We  had  the 
authority  vested  in  us  by  a  convention  to  get  the  other  bonds.  We 
had  the  same  authority  to  buy  these  bonds  we  had  to  buy  the  others, 
but  we  did  not  take  that  position. 

I  referred  to  this  matter  in  my  report  through  courtesy  to  the 
membership  and  to  our  convention.  I  want  you  to  be  fair  and  honest 
and  treat  all  people  alike.  When  you  discriminate  against  this  paper 
you  are  not  treating  it  fairly.  Simply  because  we  buy  railroad  bond:^ 
does  not  carry  with  it  that  railroad  companies  are  our  friends  or  are 
supporting  us.  God  knows  we  had  an  exemplification  of  that  last  sum- 
mer when  every  railroad  company  in  the  United  States  was  lined  up 
against  us.  Although  we  carried  a  considerable  amount  of  their  bonds 
when  the  strike  began  they  went  after  us  tooth  and  nail  throughout 
that  strike,  and  they  are  still  going  after  us.  There  has  never  been 
any  objection  to  speak  of  to  buying  railroad  bonds,  the  bonds  of  mu- 
nicipalities, public  service  corporations  or  anything  of  that  sort.  Why, 
then,  draw  the  line  and  discriminate  against  this  paper?  It  is  as  safe 
an  investment  as  there  is  in  the  state.  If  you  will  take  time  to  go 
over  their  liabilities  and  assets  you  will  find  they  are  a  great  deal 
safer  than  the  bonds  of  any  railroad  company  in  the  country.  You  will 
be  getting  value  received  for  every  penny  you  put  in  there. 

Like  John  Lewis  I  am  willing  at  all  times  to  accord  the  right  of 
the  referendum  to  the  membership;  but  when  a  question  comes  up  of  a 
discriminating  nature  like  this  I  do  not  believe  in  it.    You  do  not  say 
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a  word  about  whether  or  not  the  Board  shall  refer  the  question  of  buy- 
ing the  bonds  of  railroads  or  municipalities  to  the  membership.  This 
is  making  a  discrimination  and  it  is  not  fair  to  the  people  who  are 
our  friends.  This  will  not  cause  an  assessment  to  be  levied.  I  under- 
stand that  some  of  the  delegates  believe  that  an  assessment  of  fifteen 
cents  would  be  levied  on  the  members.  That  is  not  true.  The  report 
provides  that  we  shall  take  that  amount  out  of  the  state  treasury  and 
buy  bonds  of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist. 

Delegate  Monaghan — I  rise  to  speak  on  the  proposition  before  the 
convention.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  proper  course  to  take  any  man's  vote 
away  from  him.  The  men  I  represent  should  not  have  their  money 
put  into  any  bonds  without  their  consent.  I  know  the  value  of  the 
work  done  by  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  in  our  last  battle;  but  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  right  to  take  any  man's  vote  away  from  him,  which 
you  will  do  if  you  take  the  position  recommended  by  the  committee. 
If  this  thing  prevails  we  will  be  attending  a  Socialist  convention  and 
not  a  miners  convention  if  this  keeps  on.  It  looked  to  me.  as  it  cer- 
tainly will  to  the  miners  when  they  read  the  records  of  this  and  other 
conventions,  as  though  the  officers  have  stock  in  that  paper  already. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  have  for  one. 

Delegate  Kellett — I  think  Delegate  Veal  made  the  statement  that 
the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  is  not  a  Socialist  organ,  but  a  trades  union 
organ. 

Delegate  Veal — From  the  standpoint  of  the  Marxinian  system  of 
philosophy. 

Delegate  Kellett— I  want  to  ask  another  question.  If  that  is  a 
trade  union  organ  why  are  you  afraid  to  have  this  question  submitted 
to  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  honest  trades  unions  in  the  world  for 
them  to  vote  on? 

Delegate  Veal — Because  this  body  is  the  reflex  of  the  trades  union  • 
organization,  and  we  have  a  right  to  vote  here  as  we  did  in  the  Inter- 
national on  the  Civic  Federation  proposition. 

Delegate  Lewis — I  want  to  ask  Delegate  Veal  a  question,  with  his 
permission. 

Delegate  Veal — Yes,  sir. 

Delegate  Lewis — ^He  said  this  convention  of  delegates  is  simply  a 
reflex  of  tne  rest  of  the  membership  of  the  organization.  Didn't  he  say 
yesterday  to  Mr.  Benthall,  the  editor  of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist, 
while  speaking  to  him  in  the  rear  of  the  hall,  that  this  convention  did 
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not  by  any  means  reflect  the  sentiment  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
organization.    Didn't  you  say  that? 

Delegate  Slinger — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Delegate  Veal — Let  me  answer.    1  don't  want  any  gag  rule. 

Chairman  Jarrard — Delegate  Veal  has  the  floor  to  answer  the 
question  asked  by  Delegate  Lewis. 

Delegate  Veal — I  -say  that  the  working  men  in  the  background  are 
beginning  to  understand  their  class  interests,  and  this  is  only  the 
bubbles,  so  to  speak,  in  front,  and  the  slaves  behind  are  pushing  the 
stream  up  against  you.  That  stream  is  being  purified.  I  am  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  impression  some  men  may  get  from  my  statement. 
When  I  come  here  I  am  supposed  to  be  a  reflex  of  the  working  class 
proposition. 

Delegate  Slinger — I  am  willing  to  listen  to  arguments  but  when 
you  go  on  the  street  and  bring  up  the  arguments  used  there  I  am  not 
willing  to  listen.  1  want  the  questions  that  are  brought  up  here  to  be 
argued  in  a  proper  way. 

Delegate  Smith  (P.  J.) — I  rise  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  motion 
made  by  Delegate  Lewis.  It  may  be  that  this  is  a  reflex  and  that  the 
slaves  in  the  backgroud  are  pushing  us  up  againts  it.  If  they  are  I 
want  on  this  occasion  to  be  big  enough  and  broad  enough  to  put  the 
proposition  back  to  the  slaves  and  let  them  say  what  they  want.  In- 
asmuch as  our  convention  went  on  record,  I  believe  unanimously,  in 
favor  of  the  referendum  system,  and  inasmuch  as  we  have  here  a 
delegation  of  251  representing  a  membership  of  about  72,000,  while 
the  delegates  could  legally  settle  this  question,  and  while  in  the  past 
your  Executive  Board  could  have  settled  this  question  and  would  have 
been  within  its  authority,  inasmuch  as  this  is  a  political  organ  I  think 
the  matter  should  be  referred.  When  you  get  into  a  political  fray  you 
know  from  the  sentiment  expressed  among  the  rank  and  file  that  you 
are  getting  on  dangerous  ground.  If  the  rank  and  file  will  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  benefit  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  has  been  to  them 
and  they  want  to  purchase  bonds  merely  because  of  the  fact  that  the 
Chicago  Daily  Socialist  is  our  friend,  if  they  want  to  take  the  view 
that  any  paper  must  in  order  to  maintain  itself  convey  the  sentiment 
of  the  men  who  support  it,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  wise  proposi- 
tion. It  is  a  Socialist  paper.  It  has  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
trade  union  movement,  it  is  true,  and  no  one  appreciates  that  fact 
any  more  than  I  do.  But  when  you  attempt,  with  a  delegation  of  251 
men,  to  express  the  sentiment  of  72.000  men,  inasmuch  as  you  are 
advising  or  instructing  the  purchase  of  bonds,  I  think  it  is  fitting  and 
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proper  that  the  question  should  be  referred  back  to  the  men  who  bear 
the  expense. 

I  am  in  favor  of  referring  this  question  back  to  the  rank  and  file. 
The  original  motion  provided  that  it  be  an  election  especially  for 
voting  on  this  question.  That  would  be  an  enormous  expense  to  our 
organization.  The  substitute  for  the  whole  provides  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  regular  election.  In  doing  that  we  will  make  the  declaration 
that  we  are  an  organization  that  believes  in  a  government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people.  It  will  demonstrate  that 
we  are  in  favor  of  a  democratic  form  of  government,  and  that  we  are 
willing  to  allow  the  rank  and  file  to  say  what  the  action  of  our  organi- 
zation shall  be.  I  am  in  favor  of  referring  this  to  a  referendum  vote 
on  the  day  of  our  next  election.  I  believe  that  will  be  a  means  of 
settling  the  question  in  a  way  the  most  skeptical  can  not  take  excep- 
tion to. 

We  are  all  agreed,  and  I  am  especially  frank  to  admit  it,  that  they 
were  our  friends  during  the  strike,  and  we  appreciate  it.  But  there 
were  other  papers  that  were  our  friends.  I  understand  the  Spring- 
field papers  solicited  interviews  from  our  officers.  I  know  that  our 
local  papers  were  friendly.  As  President  Walker  says,  they  are  only 
papers  of  limited  circulation,  but  they  did  what  they  could  for  us.  If 
they  get  in  a  place  where  they  need  financial  assistance  they  might 
as  well  come  to  us  and  say,  "We  befriended  you  in  time  of  financial 
trouble  and  we  have  the  same  right  to  ask  you  to  come  to  our  assist- 
ance by  purchasing  some  of  our  stocks  or  bonds."  If  you  submit  this 
to  the  rank  and  file  and  they  want  to  purchase  any  bonds  there  can  be 
no  question  about  it. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  move  that  debate  close.  (Seconded.) 

Chairman  Jarrard — Secretary  McDonald  has  the  floor. 

Delegate  Dougall — 1  think  we  have  had  enough  of  this.  You  had 
better  hear  from  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  had  the  floor  before  Delegate  Dougall  arose. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  insist  on  being  heard. 

Chairman  Jarrard — Everybody  will  be  heard. 

Delegate  Straud — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  We  have  adopted  rules 
to  govern  the  convention.  Is  not  a  motion  to  close  debate  always  in 
order? 

Chairman  Jarrard — Not  after  the  chair  has  recognized  a  speaker. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  tried  to  speak  a  couple  of  times,  but  other 
speakers  were  recognized.   I  have  no  more  rights  than  any  other  dele- 
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gate  here,  and  I  don't  want  any  one  to  misunderstand  that.  I  believe 
I  would  just  about  as  soon  vote  the  proposition  down  as  to  vote  to  refer 
until  next  winter  and  let  a  few  men  continue  to  bear  the  burden  of  this 
paper  as  they  have  done  in  the  past.  You  might  as  well  vote  to  lurn 
down  the  proposition  now  as  to  vote  to  refer  to  an  election  that  will 
take  place  next  winter.  We  have  already  spent  more  than  fifteen  cents 
a  member  discussing  it. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  referendum.  If  this  convention  wants  to  go 
on  record  as  referring  this  I  will  ask  that  other  matters  being  con- 
sidered by  this  convention  will  go  back  to  a  referendum.  I  have  to 
hear  the  first  man  express  an  opinion  against  the  Daily  Socialist  for 
the  work  it  has  done,  and  it  has  not  been  worth  fifteen  cents  a  member 
to  us  it  should  not  be  considered.  It  has  been  stated  that  some  of 
the  officers  have  stock  in  the  paper.  I  am  one  officer  who  has  stock  in 
it.  I  paid  two  or  three  five  dollars  into  it  and  I  intend  to  pay  more. 
I  wish  other  men  would  be  sufficiently  liberal  to  do  the  same  thing. 
If  this  fifteen  cents  a  member  is  of  such  importance  that  we  are  afraid 
to  assume  the  responsibility,  let  us  keep  the  fifteen  cents  and  do  some- 
thing else  with  it.  If  we  were  to  save  this  fifteen  cents  in  our  state 
treasury  and  we  get  into  trouble  at  some  time  and  the  secretary  is  in- 
structed to  send  out  that  fifteen  cents  to  each  member,  I  know  what 
will  be  said  to  me — that  we  are  sending  men  the  price  of  three  glasses 
of  beer!  If  we  are  afraid  to  assume  that  responsibility  I  am  afraid  we 
haven't  much  confidence  in  ourselves,  or  that  the  membership  has  not 
much  confidence  in  us  as  delegates. 

If  tne  members  are  afraid  of  giving  us  the  responsibility  of  putting 
their  money  anywhere,  let  us  keep  it  in  banks  that  may  go  to  the  bad 
We  will  do  it  if  they  say  so.  If  this  fifteen  cents  is  going  to  save  a 
strike,  if  it  is  going  to  save  a  life,  if  it  is  going  to  save  anything,  for 
God's  sake  let  us  save  it  and  I  will  send  it  out  the  next  time  we  have 
a  strike. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  move  to  close  debate.  (Seconded  by  Delegate 
Helmer.) 

Delegate  Monaghan — I  did  not  make  any  insinuations  that  any 
officers  had  any  stock  in  the  paper. 

Delegate  Hutton — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Have  you  not  recoe- 
nized  the  motion  to  close  debate? 

Chairman  Jarrard — I  have. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  carried. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Lewis  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 
133  in  the  affirmative  to  71  in  the  negative. 
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Secretary  Bennett  read  the  portion  of  the  report  of  the  committeo 
on  the  Vice  President's  report  under  the  caption  "Permissible  Ex- 
plosives." 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee.   (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Bennett,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  read  the  following 
report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer: 

SECRETARY-TREASURER  McDONALD'S  REPORT. 

We.  your  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  have  examined  the  re- 
port of  Secretary  McDonald  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

We.  your  committee,  commend  Secretary  McDonald  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  assisted  in  conducting  the  recent  strike. 

We  also  believe  with  him  that  the  mine  workers  of  the  fifth  and 
ninth  scale  districts,  and  others  who  so  generously  came  to  the  assist- 
ance of  our  cause,  should  be  given  the  highest  mark  of  appreciation  o^' 
this  convention. 

First. 

OUT-OF-WORK  BENEFITS. 

We,  your  committee,  concur  in  Secretary  McDonald's  recommenda- 
tion on  this  clause  in  the  constitution. 

Second. 

THE  DEATH  AND  DISABILITY  FUND. 

We,  your  committee,  concur  in  Secretary  McDonald's  recommenda- 
tion and  recommend  that  the  constitution  committee  be  instructed  to 
draft  a  clause  covering  the  same. 

Third. 

CHERRY  ACCIDENT. 

We  concur  in  Secretary  McDonald's  recommendation  and  recom- 
mend that  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

Fourth. 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY  ACT. 

We,  your  committee,  recommend  that  this  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Legislative  Committee. 
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Fifth. 

TRAVELING  AUDITOR. 

We,  your  committee,  concur  in  Secretary  McDonald's  recommenda- 
tion on  this  subject  and  recommend  that  the  president  appoint  an 
auditor  with  the  approval  of  the  State  Executive  Board. 


Sixth. 

UNION  MADE  GOODS. 

We  concur  in  Secretary  McDonald's  recommendation  on  this  sub- 
ject and  recommend  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  constitution 
committee  to  draft  a  clause  covering  the  sam'e. 

Seventh. 


THE  MERCHANTS  AND  OUR  LATE  STRIKE. 

We  concur  in  Secretary  McDonald's  recommendation  and  recom- 
mend that  this  matter  be  also  referred  to  the  constitution  committee, 
and  they  be  instructed  to  draft  a  clause  covering  this  clause. 


Eighth. 

COMMISSION  ON  MONEY  ADVANCED. 

We  concur  in  Secretary  McDonald's  recommendation  on  this  mat- 
ter and  recommend  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  State  Executive 
Board  for  action. 


Ninth. 

EXPIRATION   OF   OUR   PRESENT  CONTRACT. 

We  concur  in  Secretary  McDonald's  opinion  on  this  clause. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  portion  of  the  report  commending  Sec- 
retary McDonald  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  assisted  in  conduct- 
ing the  recent  strike. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Helmer  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  portion  recommending  that  the  mine 
workers  in  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Scale  Districts  and  others  who  came 
to  the  assistance  of  the  miners  should  be  given  appreciation  by  the 
convention. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Helmer  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in. 
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The  Secretary  of  the  committee  read  the  portion  of  the  report  un- 
der the  caption  "Out  of  work  benefits." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.)' — I  cannot  agree  with  the  committee  in  con- 
curring in  that  part  of  Brother  McDonald's  report.  The  indications 
are  that  there  will  be  men  in  this  district  who  will  be  actually  in  neea 
of  out-of-work  benefits.  If  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  is 
adopted  nothing  in  the  way  of  out-ofwork  benefits  will  be  paid.  For 
that  reason  I  oppose  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  believe  in  the  com- 
ing year  the  miners  of  Illinois,  owing  to  slack  work,  will  need  relief  to 
carry  them  through  the  summer  months.  If  they  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee  that  relief  will  be  cut  off.  There  is  a  clause  now  in  the 
constitution  providing  for  out-of-work  benefit.  I  believe  it  provides 
that  if  men  are  idle  sixty  days  they  will  draw  some  benefits  from  the 
state  treasury.  I  believe  that  clause  ought  to  remain  in  the  constitu- 
tion. I  expect  there  will  be  many  miners  in  the  state  who  will  complain 
bitterly  if  that  clause  is  not  re-adopted. 

Delegate  Quinn  (P.  E.) — I  also  arise  to  oppose  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  contract  to  compel 
a  company  to  divide  the  work.  We  have  companies  in  the  state  that 
have  two  or  more  mines,  and  they  will  shut  down  one  mine  when  there 
is  a  little  trouble  there  and  keep  it  idle  for  a  time  in  order  to  starve 
the  men  into  submitting  to  certain  conditions.  At  the  same  time  they 
will  work  the  other  mine  or  mines  every  day.  In  other  places  a  mine- 
may  be  shut  down  through  lack  of  trade  and  it  is  impossible  for  the 
men  to  get  any  division  of  the  work.  In  our  district  we  have  no  clause 
in  or  sub-district  constitution  providing  for  an  equal  division  of  the 
work.    If  this  is  adopted  it  will  prove  a  hardship  on  our  membership. 

Delegate  Welsh  (Wm.) — I  am  a  little  like  Brother  Quinn  and  the 
other  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  this  question,  in  believing  that  there 
will  be  more  idle  coal  mines  in  the  state  of  Illinois  this  year  than  there 
has  been  for  some  time.  I  have  a  good  insight  into  this  matter  and  I 
know  that  the  prospects  are  for  lots  of  out-of-work  coal  miners  in  the 
state;  but  I  would  like  to  know  how  in  the  name  of  God  we  are  going 
to  keep  a  fund  in  the  state  treasury  that  will  pay  out-of-work  benefits 
to  two-thirds  of  our  members  who  will  be  idle  if  things  keep  on  as 
they  are  at  the  present  time? 

How  can  we  keep  them  in  commissary  with  the  other  third  work- 
ing possibly  one-third  of  the  time.  If  you  have  that  provision  with  regard 
to  out-of-work  benefits  in  your  constitution  the  men  at  home  will  see  it, 
and  if  there  is  no  money  to  send  the  cry  will  come  up  that  the  officers 
are  crooked  and  they  will  have  visitors  over  there  abusing  them. 
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In  the  past  I  have  seen  that  reach  such  a  place  that  they  almost  had 
to  call  in  the  officers  to  protect  themselves.  I  am  in  favor  of  cutting 
this  out,  because  it  will  not  be  of  any  constructive  benefit  if  you  leave 
it  in. 

Secretary  McDonald— If  by  having  that  clause  in  the  constitution 
we  will  be  able  to  pay  out-of-work  benefits  this  summer  for  heaven's 
Bake  let  it  stay  in!  You  have  about  enough  money  on  hand  to  last  for 
five  weeks  after  the  first  of  April  with  the  number  of  men  who  will  be 
idle.  During  the  winter  months  when  work  is  good  the  one  per  cent  far 
exceeds  the  outlay  for  the  death  and  disability  fund;  but  when  the 
work  slackens  and  the  death  list  is  almost  as  high  as  it  does  not  do 
much  more  than  meet  those  funds.  Vveek  before  last  we  had  sixteen 
death  benefit  claims  in  one  day.  Those  claims  on  an  average  amount 
to  $400  a  day. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  doing  away  with  the  death  and  disability 
funds,  because  I  consider  those  the  most  sacred  funds  we  have.  In 
case  of  death  a  widow  is  often  left  in  her  home  withou  a  dollar.  You 
haven't  funds  enough  to  keep  up  this  out-of-work  benefit,  and  you  are 
not  going  to  get  enough  money  this  summer  to  keep  it  up. 

What  is  the  use  of  having  a  clause  in  the  constitution  saying  that 
after  sixty  days  we  will  pay  three  dollars  a  week  if  we  haven't  the 
money  there  to  pay  it?  If  there  is  very  little  work  this  summer  there 
will  be  very  little  money  coming  into  the  out-of-work  benefit  fund. 
Do  you  want  your  officers  to  be  put  in  the  position  this  summer  of 
levying  an  assessment  to  keep  that  fund  up?  It  would  be  inhuman 
to  ask  men  M^orking  a  day  or  two  a  week  to  pay  an  extra  assessment. 

I  met  a  man  who  travels  for  a  mine  supply  company  here  the  other 
day.  I  asked  him  how  business  was,  and  he  said  there  wasn't  any. 
He  had  just  come  from  some  place  in  Indiana.  He  said  there  were 
twenty  mines  around  that  neighborhood  and  eighteen  of  them  were 
shut  down.  The  Indiana  men  have  no  out-of-work  benefits  such  as  we 
provide  here,  and  the  men  from  Indiana — while  I  am  not  trying  to 
charge  them  with  crookedness  or  anything  of  that  kind — but  it  is 
natural  when  the  mines  shut  down  in  that  state  that  they  will  come 
into  this  state  and  probably  get  work  a  day  or  two  before  a  mine 
closes  down.    Then  they  will  expect  to  be  paid  out  of  this  benefit. 

During  the  past  year  or  two  when  this  out-of-work  benefit  was  be- 
ing paid  there  were  one  or  two  local  unions  brought  to  my  attention 
where  the  mines  had  closed  and  I  suggested  to  the  men  that  they 
could  go  to  another  place  and  get  work.  They  said,  "What  is  the  use?" 
We  might  as  well  stay  here  and  get  three  dollars  a  week  as  go  up 
there  and  get  six  dollars,  for  that  will  not  keep  our  families  anyway." 
If  by  keeping  that  clause  in  the  constitution  it  will  pay  the  three  dol- 
lars a  week  ,for  God's  sake  keep  it  in.    But  that  will  not  pay  it,  and 
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I  will  not  assume  the  responsibility  of  being  abused  by  men  if  we  are 
forced  to  put  on  a  special  assessment. 

Nothing  pleases  us  more  than  to  be  able  to  render  assistance  to 
anybody  in  need.  It  is  an  easy  thing  to  write  out  a  check  if  we  have 
the  funds  to  do  it,  but  I  don't  want  to  be  placed  in  the  position,  and  I 
don't  want  my  official  colleagues  to  be  placed  in  the  position  of  being 
asked  for  this  money  when  there  is  not  a  dollar  in  the  treasury.  When 
there  is  not  a  dollar  in  the  treasury  and  the  men  in  the  locals  cite  that 
clause  in  our  constitution  and  ask  us  why  we  are  not  paying  it,  what 
position  will  be  in?  The  operators  will  know  it  and  will  say, 
"We  will  put  the  screws  on  now.  They  are  broke  and  they  will  not  be 
able  to  resist."  I  don't  want  to  see  them  put  the  screws  on  the  men 
in  any  section  when  we  will  not  have  a  dollar  to  take  care  of  them. 

We  can  not  pay  out-of-work  benefits  when  we  have  no  money  in 
our  treasury.  At  the  rate  we  are  going  now  inside  of  sixty-  days  or 
less  we  will  probably  have  20,000  men  on  the  out-of-work  list.  At  three 
dolalrs  a  week  that  will  mean  that  we  will  have  to  pay  out  $60,000 
a  week,  and  $60,000  a  week  for  three  weeks  will  eat  up  the  entire 
treasury  and  you  will  have  nothing  to  pay  death  and  disability  benefits 
or  strike  benefits  in  local  strikes.  I  am  not  opposed  to  the  members 
getting  the  benefit.  I  would  be  tickled  to  death  to  give  it  to  them  if 
I  could.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  levying  special  assessments  the  way 
work  is  now,  and  I  will  oppose  that  proposition  as  long  as  I  can.  Pro- 
vide in  the  constitution  that  we  can  pay  it  as  long  as  it  is  there,  but 
don't  make  it  mandatory  upon  us  to  pay  it  when  there  is  no  money  in 
the  treasury.  Those  who  are  in  the  office  and  in  a  position  to  know 
feel  that  we  can  not  pay  this  during  the  coming  year.  We  can  not  pay 
it  by  the  first  of  May  if  the  present  rate  of  work  continues. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee under  the  caption  "Death  and  disability  funds." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in.  (Carried.) 

The  committee  read  that  portion  of  the  report  under  the  caption 
"Cherry  accident." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Veal — When  we  look  at  the  monuments  that  have  been 
erected  in  various  parts  of  the  world  we  find  that  they  do  not  convey 
the  meaning  that  should  be  conveyed  to  the  rising  generation.    In  my 
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opinion  a  monument  should  show  through  the  highest  example  of  the 
sculptor's  art  the  men  who  were  inside  that  living  tomb,  it  should 
portray  how  they  tried  to  get  out,  and  it  should  portray  the  women 
who  wanted  to  go  in  and  bring  them  out,  but  the  militia  stood  between 
those  esteemed  and  loved  ones  outside.  When  we  do  that  we  should 
also  show  who  was  responsible  for  the  murder  of  those  men.  If  we 
could  see  those  things  portrayed  on  that  monument  in  living  letters  it 
would  mean  something,  but  if  you  are  going  to  place  it  where  this 
disaster  took  place,  in  Cherry,  when  that  coal  field  is  exhausted  you 
will  simply  have  a  piece  of  stone.  Bring  it  into  an  industrial  center 
where  the  working  men  can  receive  inspiration,  where  we  can  point 
with  pride  to  a  monument  that  shows  the  cruelty  of  the  past  ago, 
when  future  generations  will  say,  "From  that  day  forth  the  American 
miners  and  the  miners  of  Illinois  progressed."  Monuments  from  now 
on  will  mark  a  period  when  the  people  have  learned  that  such  catas- 
trophes as  occurred  at  Cherry  were  done  away  with  and  when  men 
came  into  their  own.  I  stand  for  the  highest  expression  of  a  monu- 
ment, not  a  piece  of  stone  with  these  few  names  on  it,  but  a  monument 
that  will  show  to  the  world  that  the  capitalist  class  murdered  our 
brothers  in  the  Cherry  mine. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  rise  to  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  that  the  question  of  raising  money  for  this  mon- 
ument be  referred  to  the  next  State  convention.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  that  we  table  the  amendment.  (Sec- 
onded and  carried.) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  desire  to  speak  against  the  motion.  We 
heard  arguments  in  favor  of  retrenchment  and  spending  the  money 
we  have  on  hand.  It  is  said  there  is  a  probability  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  will  be  out  of  work.  There  should  be  a  monument  to  marl: 
the  last  resting  place  of  those  men  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the  miners 
of  the  country,  but  in  the  condition  that  is  facing  us  twenty-five  hun- 
dred dollars  will  do  more  for  the  living  than  it  will  do  for  the  men 
of  Cherry  who  lost  their  lives. 

Secretary  McDonald — It  is  not  to  gratify  any  personal  desire,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  I  made  the  recommendation.  I  made  that 
recommendation  because  the  men  who  are  in  the  Cherry  mine  who 
escaped  with  their  lives  started  to  raise  funds  somehow  to  put  up  a 
suitable  monument  in  memory  of  the  people  who  lost  their  livns 
there.  They  brought  the  matter  into  the  sub-district  convention  and 
suggested  that  an  assessment  of  one  dollar  a  member  be  levied  to 
start  the  fund.  I  told  them  in  that  convention,  just  after  the  mines 
had  started  to  work,  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  get  the 
men  in  that  sub-district  to  contribute  a  dollar  apiece  at  that  time.  I 
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sugested  that  we  bring  the  matter  before  the  district  convention.  I 
promised  that  I  would  do  so,  and  incorporated  it  in  my  report. 

Another  reason  I  brought  it  up  is  because  I  happened  to  be  at  the 
Cherry  mine  the  night  of  the  accident.  I  was  then  your  District  Pres- 
ident. I  went  to  Cherry  almost  every  day  for  two  months.  I  went 
down  with  others  and  helped  carry  the  blackened  remains  of  sixty  of 
those  men  out  of  the  mine.  If  ever  men  gave  up  their  lives  in  a  good 
cause  it  was  those  men  in  the  Cherry  mine.  You  all  know  that  since 
that  terrible  accident  the  state  has  enacted  legislation  that  is  calcu- 
lated in  the  future  to  save  ten  times  the  number  of  men  who  lost  their 
lives  there.  Those  men  did  not  give  up  their  lives  in  vain.  The  em- 
ployers have  been  compelled  to  spend  miriions  of  dollars  since  that 
time  to  make  the  mines  safer  for  the  men  who  work  in  them.  In  ad- 
dition to  that  the  state  has  established  three  rescue  stations.  I  believe 
all  these  reforms  date  back  to  the  Cherry  accident,  and  that  the  men 
who  gave  up  their  lives  there  laid  the  corner  stone  of  a  movement 
that  means  much  to  the  miners  of  this  state  and  of  the  nation.  I  think 
it  is  due  to  those  brave  men  who  got  out  of  the  mine  with  their  lives 
that  we  do  this.  That  accident  was  the  foundation.  I  might  say,  of 
the  movement  in  this  country  that  is  calculated  to  save  life.  We  owe 
it  to  those  men  and  to  the  widows  who  are  there  to  show  them  that 
we  appreciate  the  fact  that  while  the  lesson  was  expensive  we  are  not 
unmindful  of  the  sacrifices  they  made.  They  will  appreciate  it  if  this 
convention  does  something  towards  building  that  monument. 

There  were  259  lives  sacrificed  in  that  accident.  While  it  was  de- 
plorable and  while  there  was  no  excuse  for  it  under  the  law,  it  laid 
the  foundation  and  is  responsible  for  the  mining  legislation  we  have 
secured  since  that  time  in  the  way  of  fire-fighting  equipments,  water 
hose,  etc.,  and  the  building  of  rescue  stations.  It  has  caused  the  gov- 
ernment to  recognize  that  the  miners  have  some  rights  in  this  country 
and  thai",  money  ought  to  be  spent  to  safeguard  their  lives. 

I  have  no  personal  interest  in  this  matter.  I  was  there  after  the 
accident  and  I  am  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
case.  I  have  a  picture  in  my  mind  that  will  never  be  erased.  One 
year  after  the  accident  I  was  invited  to  go  to  Cherry  and  say  a  few 
words  during  a  memorial  service.  If  there  is  anything  on  earth  that 
will  touch  the  heart  of  a  man  it  is  to  stand  before  an  audience  com- 
posed mostly  of  women  with  black  veils  over  their  faces  and  tears 
streaming  from  their  eyes  while  the  memorial  services  for  their  dead 
are  being  conducted.  I  promised  I  would  do  something  to  help  recog- 
nize the  heroism  of  those  men  and  the  sacrifices  those  women  made 
We  owe  it  to  them  that  we  show  them  this  mark  of  respect.  We  can 
say  to  them,  "Although  the  lives  of  those  men  were  sacrificed  they 
shall  not  lie  in  an  unmarked  grave.  This  organization  has  not  forgot- 
ten the  sacrifices  they  made  and  is  willing  to  do  something  to  mark 
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the  spot  where  they  have  been  laid."  A  number  of  the  men  who  are 
lying  there  were  unrecognized  when  they  were  taken  out  of  the  mine. 
They  are  somebody's  brothers  and  somebody's  sons.  Since  that  time 
I  have  had  many  letters  of  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  men  who  lost  theii 
lives  there.  I  have  received  letters  asking  if  so  and  so  was  lost  in  the 
Cherry  Mine  disaster.  Letter  after  letter  came  asking  if  persons  an 
swering  certain  descriptions  were  lost  there,  and  the  people  who  wrote 
wanted  to  have  the  graves  marked  in  some  way. 

Twenty-five  hundred  dollars  divided  between  68,000  members  is 
less  than  one  cent  apiece.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  as  one  member 
who  is  required  dues  and  assessments  the  same  as  any  other  I  am  will- 
ing to  contribute  a  few  pennies,  and  I  think  any  other  man  should  be 
willing  to  do  it.  I  hope  the  convention  will  adopt  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee,  or  make  it  more  if  you  think  wise  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Quinn — I  move  that  debate  cease.  (Seconded  and  car- 
ried.) 

The  motion  Lo  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
under  the  caption  "Employers'  Liability  Act." 

Delegate  Davis  (J.) — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Secretary  Bennett  read  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee under  the  caption  "Traveling  auditor." 

Delegate  Babb — I  move  that  we  non-concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Chairman  Jarrard — That  is  a  negative  motion  and  is  not  in  or 

der. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  am  opposed  to  the  recommendation.  I  think 
we  have  all  the  offices  in  the  State  of  Illinois  created  we  can  keep  up. 
I  think  if  we  keep  on  creating  offices  in  the  district  we  will  corrupt 
our  organization.  The  assessments  that  have  been  placed  on  the 
miners  for  the  past  few  years  are  about  all  they  can  stand,  and  before 
you  assess  them  any  more  I  think  you  ought  to  hesitate. 

Delegate  Evans — I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  McDonald  a  question. 
Is  it  the  intention  in  creating  the  new  office  that  the  locals  do  away 
with  the  expense  of  auditing  their  own  books? 
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Secretary  McDonald — If  you  will  give  me  the  floor,  Delegate 
Evans,  I  will  try  to  explain  the  intent  of  the  resolution.  So  far  as 
creating  new  offices  is  concerned,  that  was  not  my  desire  when  I 
made  the  recommendation.  During  the  past  month  I  have  had  re- 
quests from  four  or  five  locals  to  send  the  state  auditors  there  to 
audit  their  books.  They  said  their  secretaries  were  short  in  their 
acc'unts  and  they  wanted  the  state  auditors  to  come  there  and  audit 
the  books.  I  told  them  the  state  auditors  were  not  elected  to  audit 
the  books  of  the  local  unions,  that  they  were  elected  to  audit  my  books. 

So  far  as  creating  new  offices  is  concerned  you  have  exactly  the 
same  number  of  officers  now,  with  nearly  70,000  members,  you  had 
when  there  were  only  30,000  members.  Under  the  constitution  I  have 
a  right  either  to  go  and  audit  those  books  or  select  somebody  else  to 
do  it.  I  had  several  reasons  for  suggesting  to  this  convention  that  a 
man  be  employed  for  that  purpose.  First,  we  ought  to  establish  a  uni- 
form method  of  bookkeeping  so  that  any  one  can  go  in  and  take  the 
books  of  a  secretary  and  go  on  with  them.  I  venture  to  say  that  in 
seventy  per  cent  of  the  locals  neither  you  or  I  could  go  in  there  and 
tell  whether  they  were  straight  or  not.  Last  summer  I  had  letters 
from  some  of  the  secretaries  when  the  strike  started  stating  they  had 
taken  in  so  many  new  members  they  were  not  able  to  make  the  money 
that  was  sent  them  go  around  and  save  the  men  from  being  hungry. 
That  was  an  effort  to  hide  the  fact  that  they  had  not  been  paying  on 
their  full  membership. 

If  a  traveling  auditor  is  put  in  he  will  save  the  district  his  first 
year's  salary  in  his  first  month's  work.  Not  only  that,  but  if  there  is 
some  question  about  the  secretary  being  right,  if  we  have  somebody 
to  go  there  or  if  they  know  somebody  is  coming  there  the  secretary 
will  make  a  great  effort  to  keep  the  books  straight.  We  have  fewer 
officers  now  than  we  had  ten  years  ago  in  proportion  to  the  member- 
ship. We  have  double  the  membership,  but  we  have  the  same  official 
force.  I  have  no  desire  to  create  new  offices,  but  you  can  understand 
that  I  am  not  able  to  go  around  to  the  locals  and  look  after  the  books 
and  audit  them.  If  I  made  the  locals  at  the  rate  of  one  a  day  it 
would  take  me  the  entire  year,  working  six  days  a  week,  to  get  around 
to  all  of  them. 

We  don't  know  at  our  office  whether  all  the  financial  secretaries 
and  treasurers  are  under  bond  or  not;  but  if  we  have  an  auditor  it 
will  be  his  duty  to  see  that  they  have  a  uniform  plan  of  keeping  the 
books,  and  he  will  also  see  that  the  proper  officers  are  under  bond. 
It  will  be  an  education  for  the  local  secretaries.  We  will  require  him 
to  see  if  the  accounts  are  all  right  and  we  will  insist  on  his  seeing  that 
the  bonds  are  all  right.  We  have  a  man  in  Hillsboro  who  has  been 
sentenced  to  an  indeterminate  sentence.    I  have  had  three  cases  re- 
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ported  to  me  recently  where  the  secretaries  have  gone  wrong  and  have 
absconded.  We  can  make  all  the  locals  pay  on  their  full  membership, 
we  can  see  that  their  accounts  are  kept  in  shape  and  that  the  local 
officers  are  furnishing  bonds.  It  will  save  the  state  organization  thou- 
sands of  dollars  if  you  will  give  us  permission  to  appoint  a  man  to 
go  in  there  and  see  that  the  accounts  are  kept  the  way  they  ought  to 
be. 

Delegate  Dougall — If  the  convention  adopts  this  and  an  auditor  is 
put  on  will  there  be  work  for  him  all  through  the  year? 

Secretary  McDonald — Yes.  Wje  have  in  the  neighborhood  of  335 
local  unions  and  it  would  be  his  duty  to  visit  them  as  fast  as  he  could. 
If  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  employ  him  the  entire  year  we  do  not 
need  to  do  it.  I  am  not  asking  you  to  make  an  office  for  a  friend  of 
mine.  We  want  the  books  kept  in  such  a  shape  that  if  I  go  there  or 
any  one  else  goes  there  we  will  know  what  has  been  done  with  the 
funds. 

Delegate  Dougall — Haven't  we  a  clause  in  the  constitution  provid- 
ing for  auditors  in  each  local  union? 

Secretary  McDonald — Yes. 

Delegate  Dougall — If  they  don't  do  their  duty  they  are  breaking 
the  constitution. 

Secretary  McDonald — In  three  of  the  last  four  complaints  I  have 
had  the  local  auditors  could  not  make  head  or  tail  of  the  accounts. 
They  tried  to  audit  the  books  at  the  regular  period,  but  they  could 
hot  do  so,  and  in  several  instances  they  found  the  secretary  or  the 
treasurer  short  in  their  accounts.  In  several  instances  we  found  that 
they  were  not  under  bond;  that  the  bond  had  expired  and  we  knew 
nothing  about  it  in  the  office. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — We  had  an  experience  in  our  neighborhood 
that  could  not  have  happened  if  we  had  a  state  auditor.  We  appoint 
auditors  every  three  months  to  audit  the  books.  A  majority  of  the 
membership  know  nothing  about  books  and  a  majority  of  the  auditors 
do  not  know  how  to  audit  books.  They  do  the  work  as  best  they  can. 
We  had  a  secretary  who  was  not  as  good  as  he  hight  have  been.  His 
books  were  audited.  He  was  supposed  to  be  sixteen  dollars  short  in 
his  accounts  at  one  time  and  he  was  allowed  to  settle  by  paying  the 
$16.  When  I  took  office  and  had  the  books  properly  audited  we  found 
he  was  $1,200  short  in  his  accounts.  That  will  show  you  how  badly  we 
need  a  traveling  auditor.  What  he  was  short  the  year  previous  we  do 
not  know.  If  we  had  a  traveling  auditor  it  would  have  saved  the 
state  $600  in  that  case.  I  think  it  would  be  as  wise  a  policy  as  this 
convention  can  adopt  to  provide  for  a  traveling  auditor. 
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Delegate  Schoenebeck — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  auditor 
shall  be  selected  or  elected  the  same  as  other  officers  are  elected. 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — In  my  opinion  the  best  thing  this  state 
organization  can  do  is  to  have  a  state  auditor.  It  will  be  a  lesson  to 
the  secretaries  of  the  different  local  unions  to  keep  their  books  straight. 
It  will  save  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  district  organization.  We 
have  had  two  cases  in  our  local  union,  and  one  man  is  facing  the  peni- 
tentiary. The  cases  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  state  officers.  I  think 
we  ought  to  get  a  good  capable  man  for  the  position  of  traveling  aud- 
itor no  matter  what  part  of  the  state  he  comes  from.  Whether  he  is 
elected  or  appointed  is  immaterial  to  me. 

President  Walker — There  is  hardly  another  labor  organization  in 
existence  that  has  any  membership  that  has  been  organized  any 
length  of  time  that  hasn't  a  traveling  auditor.  Take  the  Cigar  Mak- 
ers' Union.  The  Secretary  must  keep  the  accounts  of  the  local  union 
according  to  a  certain  system.  Any  man  who  can  read  and  write  can 
take  those  books  at  any  meeting  and  see  what  the  standing  of  the  local 
is.  You  can  go  over  the  books  from  meeting  to  meeting  and  see  the 
financial  standing  of  the  local.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  must 
turn  over  the  books  to  the  Auditor  whenever  he  comes  or  forfeit  their 
ofiices.  Whenever  anything  is  found  wrong  with  the  books  there  is  a 
new  election  ordered  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is  a  technical  er- 
ror. 

If  we  provide  for  a  traveling  auditor  it  will  not  only  save  the 
state  organization  more  than  his  wages  and  expenses,  but  it  will  save 
the  local  unions  a  great  deal  more.  We  heard  a  case  tried  the  other 
night  where  a  local  was  making  application  for  exoneration  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  ten  per  cent  assessment.  The  Secretary  had  run  away  with 
a  portion  of  the  funds.  The  man  is  in  the  penitentiary,  but  it  cost 
them  over  $600  to  put  him  there,  because  of  the  amount  they  know 
lie  has  taken,  and  if  they  had  an  expert  accountant  to  go  over  the 
books  the  Lord  knows  how  much  more  they  would  find.  If  we  had  a 
list  of  the  membership  from  month  to  month^  when  a  strike  occurs  each 
man  will  get  just  what  he  is  entitled  to. 

So  far  as  saving  expense  is  concerned,  I  venture  to  say  that  if  we 
were  to  pay  such  a  man  $5,000  a  year  to  do  the  work,  if  he  would  do 
it  thoroughly,  you  would  earn  a  thousand  per  cent  on  the  investment. 
There  is  no  use  having  someone  in  that  capacity  that  hasn't  a  pretty 
thorough  knowledge  of  bookkeeping  and  how  to  coach  other  men  in 
bookkeeping  and  trace  mistakes  and  irregularities. 

I  do  not  care  how  you  select  the  auditor  so  long  as  you  select 
someone  who  knows  how  to  handle  the  position  and  do  it  thoroughly. 
I  expect  there  are  a  number  of  men  in  our  own  organization  who  could 
do  it,  but  I  feel  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  our  own  protection,  both 
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in  the  state,  the  sub-district  and  the  local  union,  and  so  far  as  the  ex- 
pense is  concerned,  y.oii  will  only  not  incur  any  added  expense  but 
you  will  make  the  men  who  have  been  stealing  and  those  who  have 
been  holding  out  pay  to  the  organization  a  great  deal  more  than  it 
will  cost. 

Delegate  Dove — I  heartily  endorse  the  report.  I  think  it  will  be 
a  good  thing.  The  question  is  whether  the  auditor  should  be  elected 
or  appointed.  I  believe  the  man  should  be  elected  from  the  rank  and 
file.  I  think  the  best  idea  would  be  to  elect  a  man  in  the  next  annual 
election.  I  have  th'e  books  of  a  man  locked  up  in  my  room  now.  We 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  We  cannot  make  heads  or  tails  of  those 
books,  i  think  one  thing  to  be  looked  after  is  to  elect  men  who  can 
keep  books  and  then  have  a  man  go  and  teach  them  how  to  do  it 
properly. 

Delegate  Davis  (J.) — If  this  is  carried  would  you  recommend  that 
the  auditors  should  audit  the  sub-district  secretary's  books  the  same  as 
the  locals? 

President  Walker — If  any  qu'estion  is  raised  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
district  oflicerK.  we  would  have  the  auditor  go  there.  If  any  question 
is  raised  as  to  the  ability  of  the  state  auditors  we  would  have  him 
audit  the  state  books. 

Delegate  Russell — I  believe  a  uniform  system  of  bookkeeping  would 
be  a  very  important  part  of  the  plan.  There  are  so  many  different 
forms  of  bookkeeping  it  is  hard  to  make  out  the  books.  Does  the 
recommendation  include  a  uniform  system  of  bookkeeping? 

Secretary  McDonald^ — I  think  the  first  thing  to  do  if  the  conven- 
tion adopts  the  recommendation  will  be  to  have  whoever  is  selected 
to  do  that  work  get  the  blank  forms  of  a  set  of  books,  fix  them  up  the 
wa,y  they  should  be  fixed  and  send  a  copy  to  all  the  secretaries  in  the 
state,  suggesting  to  them  that  they  might  adopt  that  system  of  book- 
keeping. We  can  notify  them  at  the  same  time  that  the  auditor  will 
call  on  them  as  soon  as  possible  and  see  how  the  accounts  stand  and 
whether  or  not  they  are  keeping  up  the  books  in  accordance  with  that 
plan.  None  of  us  has  had  a  college  'education  and  we  are  not  expected 
to  be  able  bookkeepers,  but  if  we  can  show  those  men  a  simple  method 
of  keeping  books  so  that  anyone  can  go  in  and  audit  them  it  will  be 
one  of  the  best  things  that  has  ever  been  done  for  the  organization. 
Insist  on  a  uniform  system  and  insist  on  the  secretaries  carrying 
it  out. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — Is  there  a  motion  before  the  house? 

Chairman  Jarrard — There  is  a  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of 
th'e  committee. 
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Delegate  Davis — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  Executive 
Board  appoint  this  year  and  that  next  year  we  elect  an  auditor.  (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — The  first  matter  we  ought  to  consider  is 
the  one  now  before  the  house.  Then  the  convention  can  decide  as  to 
whether  they  want  to  elect  the  auditor  or  have  him  appointed.  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  think  it  is  one  of 
the  most  important  matters  that  has  come  before  the  convention.  It 
will  be  a  great  education  to  the  different  secretaries.  We  have  had 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  along  this  line  in  the  district  I  come  from. 
It  is  difficult  to  make  heads  or  tails  out  of  some  of  the  secretaries' 
books.  We  sent  some  of  the  books  to  the  state  office,  and  they  were 
sent  back  because  they  could  not  make  heads  or  tails  of  them.  I  do 
noL  think  we  can  do  anything  better  or  anything  that  v/ill  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  miners  than  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  Sec- 
retary McDonald.    I  hope  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  think  the  State  Executive  Board  can  select  a 
more  competent  man  than  we  can  elect.  I  therefore  move  to  table  the 
amendment.  (Seconded  and  carried  by  a  vote  of  82  in  the  affirmative 
to  56  in  the  negative.) 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  move  as  a  substitute  that  the  matter  of  cre- 
ating the  office  of  auditor  be  left  to  a  referendum  vote  in  the  next 
annual  election.  (Seconded.) 

I  believe  that,  inasmuch  as  we  have  gone  on  record  as  referring 
an  insignificant  thing  such  as  buying  bonds  of  the  Daily  Socialist  to 
the  referendum  vote  this  should  also  be  left  to  a  vote  of  the  members. 
To  be  consistent  we  can  not  take  any  other  action.  I  consider  a  man 
who  goes  on  record,  after  voting  to  refer  the  question  of  buying  bonds 
of  the  Daily  Socialists  to  a  referendum  vote,  and  then  opposes  re- 
ferring the  question  of  creating  a  new  office  to  a  referendum  vote  is 
inconsistent. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh- — Has  the  Secretary-Treasurer  already  power 
to  appoint  a  man  to  do  this  work?  Is  this  in  order  now  or  should  it 
come  up  under  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution?  The 
constitution  says  that  the  Secretary  has  power  to  appoint  a  man  to 
audit  the  books  of  the  locals. 

Delegate  Hutton — I  move  that  we  table  the  motion  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Hetferly.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  King — I  move  that  we  table  the  entire  matter. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  would  like  to  have  a  ruling  on  the  question 
of  whether  the  Secretary  has  not  alrea'dy  power  to  appoint  an  auditor. 


372 


Minutes  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 


On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is  not  this  a  matter 
of  constitution  and  has  it  not  been  for  years? 

Chairman  Jarrard — That  is  not  a  point  of  order.  It  is  a  question  of 
information. 

Delegate  Helmer — Isn't  this  a  constitutional  convention? 

Chairman  Jarrard — Yes,  and  the  chair  has  so  ruled.  The  delegate 
will  take  his  seat. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote  of  130  in  the  affirmative  to  18"  in  the  negative. 

Delegate — Is  a  motion  in  order? 

Chairman  Jarrard — If  it  has  to  do  with  the  question  that  has  just 
been  voted  on.  If  not,  there  is  nothing  in  order  but  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Delegate  Evans — I  move  you  that  the  power  be  vested  in  the  State 
President  to  appoint  a  state  auditor,  and  that  every  effort  be  made  to 
select  him  from  the  ranks  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  District  12. 

Chairman  Jarrard — The  report  already  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment. 

Delegate  King — Does  it  provide  who  shall  be  selected? 

Secretary  McDonald^ — It  provides  that  he  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Board. 

A  Delegate — Does  that  provide  for  the  salary  he  shall  receive? 
Chairman  Jarrard — No. 

Delegate  Storme — Is  it  the  intention  to  get  a  man  outside  of  the 
organization  or  one  who  belongs  to  the  organization? 

President  Walker — It  makes  no  provision  for  that. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  portion  of  the  report  under  the  cap- 
tion "Union-Made  Goods." 

Delegate  Uhles — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
adopted.    (Seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote.) 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  portion  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
under  the  caption  "The  Merchants  and  Our  Late  Strike." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  concurred  in. 
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Secretary  McDonald — I  had  reference  to  a  few  of  our  members 
who  left  town  at  the  end  of  the  last  strike  without  reimbursing  mer- 
chants who  had  kept  them  through  the  strike. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Secretary  Bennett  read  the  report  of  the  committee  under  the 
caption  "Commission  on  Money  Advanced." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  adopted. 

Delegate  Hutton — Is  that  in  regard  to  statements  drawn? 
Secretary  McDonald — Yes. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

The  secretary  read  the  report  of  the  committee  under  the  caption 
"Expiration  of  Our  Present  Contract." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — What  has  that  reference  to? 

Secretary  McDonald — The  matter  I  referred  to  was  the  situation 
we  might  possibly  be  placed  in  at  the  expiration  of  our  present  con- 
tract. I  had  in  mind  that  work  is  very  poor  and  possibly  may  continue 
so  for  some  time.  The  matter  I  referred  to  was  with  the  object  in  view  of 
trying  to  get  some  money  ahead.  If  we  go  into  a  strike  at  the  expira- 
tion of  this  contract  the  organization  ought  to  have  as  much  in  the 
treasury  as  we  had  when  we  began  the  last  strike,  so  we  can  render 
some  little  assistance  to  the  members. 

Secretary  Bennett — That  concludes  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  report  of  Secretary  McDonald.  The  committee  has  one  other  re- 
port to  make.  We  have  to  go  over  the  report  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee. The  board  members'  reports  were  simply  outlines  of  the  work 
they  did  last  year,  telling  the  cases  they  had  taken  up  and  the  places 
where  they  were  taken  up.  There  will  be  no  recommendation.  Only 
six  members  presented  their  reports. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  have  made  arrangements  for  the  board 
members'  reports  to  appear  in  the  minutes.  They  will  be  printed  in 
seperate  pamphlet  form.  In  one  of  the  districts  a  board  member  who 
has  been  serving  only  since  the  first  of  April  resigned  about  six  weeks 
ago  and  there  is  no  report  from  that  district.  The  man  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  his  place  did  not  feel  like  submitting  a  report  for  the 
last  few  weeks  of  the  term. 
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Chairman  Jarrard — I  will  now  turn  the  gavel  over  the  leader  of 
the  Peoria  demands. 

President  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Clark  (J.) — Action  on  a  resolution  was  deferred  until 
after  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports.  I  want  to 
know  if  it  is  in  order  to  bring  it  up  now.  I  refer  to  Resolution  37,  in 
regard  to  accepting  cards  and  initiating  new  members.  The  com- 
mittee non-concurred  in  the  resolution.  As  one  of  the  committee  I  was 
not  in  favor  of  the  recommendation  and  brought  in  a  substitute.  The 
The  substitute  is: 

"Resolved,  That  no  members  be  admitted  into  the  organization 
except  sons  of  miners  and  widows'  sons,  according  to  the  state  con- 
stitution. 

"Resolved,  That  the  district  officers  be  instructed  to  notify  all 
outside  districts  of  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  mines  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  through  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal." 

There  was  a  motion  made  that  the  substitute  be  accepted  instead 
of  the  resolution. 

President  Walker — That  matter  was  acted  on  under  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  on  my  report,  and  the  entire 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Board  with  instructions  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  minimize  the  number  of  men  being  taken 
into  the  organization  at  the  present  time,  or  until  the  situation  gets 
better.  I  expect  that  we  will  take  advantage  of  the  suggestion  made 
in  your  resolution. 

Delegate  Lewis  (J.  L.) — The  Committee  on  Constitution  has  taken 
action  on  the  constitution  except  the  questions  referred  to  it  by  the 
convention  today. 

Delegate  King — Have  you  any  constitutions  here? 

President  Walker — There  are  enough  constitutions  here  to  give 
one  to  each  delegate  in  the  convention.  The  Committee  on  Distribu- 
tion will  please  come  forward  and  distribute  them. 

If  there  are  no  objections  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Griev- 
ances will  report  now  in  order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
to  complete  its  report. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

Delegate  Williams  (B.) — Secretary  of  the  Committee  reported  as 
follows : 
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Grievance  No.  1. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
To  the  Grievance  Committee  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion, Dist.  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Brothers' — Over  a  year  ago  this  case  v^as  settled  by  Vice-President 
Lawrence  and  Commissioner  Cahill  at  Sesser,  in  which  it  was  agreed 
that  provided  J,  J.  Rodgers  who  was  check  weighman  at  that  tim? 
and  president  of  the  local  union  was  deposed  in  both  capacities,  the 
company  would  waive  their  claim  on  a  fine  which  under  the  contract 
it  was  agreed  the  company  had  the  right  to  collect  because  of  the  il- 
legal shut  down. 

In  this  particular  instance,  it  was  an  aggravated  case,  the  mines 
having  been  closed  down  at  different  times  previous  to  this  time  in 
violation  of  the  contract,  and  we  had  always  been  able  in  some  way 
to  get  the  matter  settled  without  the  men  having  to  pay  a  fine,  but 
this  time  it  was  so  glaring  and  raw  that  there  was  no  possible  way 
out  of  it,  except  that  the  men  be  fined. 

Rodgers  acknowledged  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  shut  down 
and  that  he  knew  the  shut  down  was  in  violation  of  the  contract  when 
he  closed  the  mine  and  that  he  did  it  deliberately  with  the  full  knowl- 
edge of  what  it  meant. 

Board  Member  Lawrence  and  Commissioner  Cahill  agreed  that 
the  men  under  the  contract  were  liable  to  a  fine,  but  Board  Member 
Lawrence  took  the  position  that  the  men  should  not  be  fined  for  some- 
thing that  one  man  who  happened  to  be  president  and  check'  weigh- 
man and  had  considerable  influence  had  really  been  the  cause  of. 

The  company  made  the  proposition  that  if  Rodgers  would  be  de- 
posed as  president  and  check  weighman,  for  the  life  of  the  contract, 
that  they  would  waive  their  rights  in  the  question  of  the  fine.  Board 
Member  Lawrence  took  the  position  that  he  had  no  right  to  agree  to 
that  kind  of  a  settlement,  but  would  submit  it  to  the  men.  It  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  membership  of  the  local  and  they  by  practically  a  unani- 
mous vote  agreed  to  let  Rodgers  go  rather  than  pay  the  fine,  which 
m'eant  over  $3,000.00  to  them. 

On  account  of  the  fact  that  it  was  not  stipulated  in  writing  that 
the  deposition  was  to  be  for  the  life  of  the  contract,  a  misunderstand- 
ing arose,  and  later  on  Rodgers  took  the  position  that  he  had  a  right 
to  go  back  there  at  the  expiration  of  that  term  under  our  constitution. 
He  came  back  there  and  was  elected  check  weighman  and  insisted  up- 
on going  on  the  tipple.  The  company  objected  to  this,  claiming  that 
the  original  agreement  was  that  he  had  been  deposed  for  the  life  of 
the  contract.    Board  Member  Lawrence  agreed  that  that  was  correct. 

Rodgers  laid  around  Sesser  for  montiis  and  finally  left  there  and 
started  to  work  at  Herrin  and  got  a  job  as  night  boss  and  was  dis- 
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charged  for.  as  I  understand  it,  being  asleep  in  the  mine.  Later  oa 
he  Avas  elected  secretary  of  Local  Union  No.  1776  at  Herrin  and  mis- 
appropriated $87.50  of  the  funds  of  the  local  union  and  left  and  went 
to  Indiana.  His  old  father  happened  to  be  a  member  of  the  local  union 
and  in  order  to  get  the  case  squashed  offered  the  local  union  $40.00 
in  the  settlement  of  the  whole  claim.  The  Auditing  Committee  of  the 
local  union  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the. local  union  and  the  sub- 
district  president  reversed  the  decision  of  the  local  union  and  enforced 
the  constitution,  which  was  that  Rodgers  must  pay  back  double  the 
amount  misappropriated.  Under  that  decision  he  still  owes  the  local 
union  $135.00. 

In  the  meantime  Rodgers  made  a  claim  against  the  State  Organiza- 
tion for  $411.00  for  the  time  he  was  lying  around  Sessor,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  could  have  gotten  work  at  any  time  in  the 
mines  around  there. 

President  Lewis  and  the  International  Board  has  decided  that  he 
is  entitled  to  $404.00  to  be  divided  equally  among  the  State  Organiza- 
tion and  the  local  union,  or  $202.00  from  each  organization. 

The  decision  of  the  International  Union  is  the  most  unheard  of 
outrage  in  my  opinion.  If  their  decision  is  correct,  Rodgers  could 
have  stayed  there  until  now  and  the  state  and  the  local  union  would 
have  had  to  have  paid  him  his  wages  for  the  whole  time.  How  the 
Sub-District  Organization  escaped,  which  also  acted  in  the  matter,  I 
cannot  understand. 

In  the  face  of  these  facts,  President  Lewis  has  already  ruled  in 
the  second  last  International  Convention  that  he  had  no  authority  to 
set  aside  a  joint  decision  agreed  to  by  the  parties  in  authority  to  set- 
tle a  case  under  the  Illinois  contract,  and  it  is  quite  evident  that  ther<^ 
is  some  other  reason  than  that  of  wanting  to  do  what  is  right,  at  th'^ 
bottom  of  this  decision. 

I  might  say  that  in  a  case  at  Glencoe,  Wyoming,  where  the  dis- 
trict officers  deposed  a  check  weighman,  although  he  ruled  in  our 
case,  that  no  one  had  the  right  to  prevent  a  man  that  is  elected  by  the 
local  union  to  act  as  check  weighman,  he  sustained  the  district  officers 
in  Wyoming,  notwithstanding  that  so  far  as  the  contract  was  con- 
cerned, there  was  no  good  reason  why  he  should  be  deposed. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  President  Lewis  was  going  to 
have  the  matter,  brought  up  in  the  recent  Internationa]  Convention. 
On  that  account  the  board  did  not  have  the  appeal  from  that  decision 
considered  at  that  time. 

What  we  would  like  to  have  done  now  is  to  have  the  Grievance 
Committee  consider  all  the  evidence  in  the  case  and  report  back  to 
our  convention.  If  the  convention  feels  that  the  bill  should  be  paid 
we  will  pay  it.    On  the  other  hand,  if  they  agree  with  us,  that  it  would 
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be  an  outrage  on  our  organization  for  us  to  be  compelled  to  pay  a 
bill  of  this  kind,  they  can  appeal  to  the  next  International  Convention 
and  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  International  membership  to  set- 
tle it. 

(Signed)    J.  H.  WALKER. 

Secretary  Williams — As  this  is  a  serious  and  complicated  case,, 
where  not  only  over  $400  is  involved,  but  J.  J.  Rodgers  is  also  charged, 
with  embezzlement  and  as  he  is  not  represented  here  to  defend  himself 
your  committee  feels  that  we  cannot  intelligently  act  on  this  question. 
We  therefore  refer  it  to  the  convention  without  recommendation. 

It  would  take  up  too  much  time  to  read  the  evidence  in  the  case, 
as  there  is  correspondence  that  covers  a  period  of  two  years.  While 
we  have  gone  over  the  evidence,  we  feel  unwilling  to  make  a  recom- 
mendation on  the  case  at  this  time  in  the  absence  of  Rodgers.  As  the 
International  organization  has  rendered  a  decision  we  think  best  to  re- 
fer It  to  the  convention.  If  the  convention  sees  fit  it  can  be  referred 
to  the  International  convention. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  throw  this  out  of  the  window  and 
get  rid  of  it. 

President  Walker — That  motion  is  not  in  order,  Delegate  Rosan. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  move  that  the  state  convention,  in  be- 
half of  the  district  organization,  appeal  from  the  decision  of  Interna 
tional  President  Lewis  and  the  International  Executive  Board  in  this 
matter  to  the  next  International  convention. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

Gkievance  No.  2. 
To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  Springfield,  Illinois: 

We,  the  members  of  Local  2514,  Shiloh,  Illinois,  submit  to  you  this; 
grievance  for  your  consideration.  We  believe  we  have  been  fined  unjust 
ly.  On  or  about  October  1,  1910,  the  ment  at  the  mine  went  home  on  ac- 
count of  miners'  train  not  being  out  at  starting  time,  which  is  8  o'clock. 
I'he  company,  the  Southern  Coal  Company,  contended  before  our  of- 
ficers that  they  would  operate  the  mine  whether  the  train  came  out  or 
not.  The  train  carries  over  half  the  men  employed  at  the  mine.  They 
made  it  appear  to  our  officers  and  to  the  operators'  commissioner  that 
the  men  were  guilty  of  materially  decreasing  the  output  of  the  mine, 
and  a  fine  was  assessed  on  them  accordingly.  Two  days  later  the 
train  was  late  again.  The  company  agreed  that  they  would  run  said 
mine  whether  the  train  came  or  not.  Ten  days  later  the  men  were  at 
the  mine  ready  for  work,  but  instead  of  working  the  mine  as  agreed 
they  telephoned  out  that  there  was  no  work. 
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We  believe  that  if  the  men  were  entitled  to  a  fine  the  first  day 
the  company  is  responsible  for  not  allowing  the  men  to  work  as  agreed 
and  should  be  fined,  or  the  fine  of  our  members  should  be  remitted. 
It  seems  easy  to  get  fines  from  the  men,  but  when  it  comes  to  finding 
operators  they  always  disagree. 

We,  the  members  of  Shiloh  Local  2514,  believe  that  we  have  been 
fined  unjustly  and  hope  that  the  delegates  to  the  convention  will  give 
the  matter  due  consideration. 

(Signed)    JOSEPH  KARIUS, 
KUHN  FAITH, 
WILLIAM  HORNBERGER, 

Shiloh  Local  2514. 

Delegate  Williams  (B.) — ^Secretary  of  the  Committee — Your  com- 
Taittee,  after  hearing  the  evidence  in  connection  with  this  case,  con- 
cur in  the  demands  of  the  Shiloh  men.  We  have  been  informed  since 
taking  the  matter  up  that  the  case  is  still  pending,  that  is,  the  last 
case.  There  has  not  been  a  final  disposition  made  of  it.  I  think  the 
Board  members  disagreed  and  the  matter  has  been  referred  on  up. 

Delegate  King  (B.) — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Clark  (D.) — I  move  that  action  on  this  be  deferred  until 
Board  Member  Johnson  can  be  present.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Grieva^sices  No.  3. 

FINES  REMITTED. 

Whereas,  Local  Union  No.  2708  prefers  charges  against  Moses 
Johnson,  State  Board  member,  Sub-District  6,  U.  M.  W.  of  Illinois;  and 

Whereas,  The  charge  is  that  said  Moses  Johnson  fined  drivers  at 
the  Nigger  Hollow  mine  before  making  any  investigation  whatever; 
and, 

Whereas,  This  mode  of  procedure  has  brought  about  and  estab- 
lished a  precedent  at  our  mine  which  breaks  the  solidarity  of  our 
men;  and. 

Whereas,  The  constitution  provides  that  members  be  given  a  trial 
before  being  fined;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  drivers  who  have  been  fined  have  their  fines 
immediately  remitted. 

(Signed.)    PHILIP  L.  VEAL,  Delegate  2708. 

Delegate  Williams,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — After  considering 
the  evidence  in  the  case  your  committee  find  no  ground  for  the  charges 
against  Board  Member  Johnson.  We  find  that  the  drivers  were  not 
fined  without  investigation.    We  therefor  non-concur  in  the  grievance. 
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Delegate  Helmer — I  move  that  this  be  held  in  abeyance  until  Board 
Member  Johnson  can  be  present.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Grievance  No.  4. 

Westville,  111.,  Feb.  20,  1911, 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Dist.  No.  12: 

Whereas,  Our  deceased  brother,  John  H.  Morrison,  of  Grape  Creeic, 
111.,  was  considered  a  true  and  a  loyal  member  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
^ind  hero  of  the  same;  and, 

Whereas,  In  the  early  days  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  Brother  John 
H.  Morrison  was  known  as  one  of  the  brains  and  leading  members  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  organization,  and  an  uplifter  of  the  same;  and, 

Whereas,  Brother  John  H.  Morrison  had  not  been  able  to  perform 
any  manual  labor  for  at  least  six  months  prior  to  his  withdrawal  from 
Local  Union  No.  1749,  and  when  at  the  time  Brother  Morrison  had  been 
exonerated  from  the  payment  of  dues,  which  there  was  an  existing 
clause  in  our  local  union  by-laws  that  any  member  or  members  of  said 
local  union  becoming  sick  or  hurt  for  any  one  month,  that  said  mem- 
ber or  members  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  dues;  and. 

Whereas,  At  the  time  that  Brother  John  H.  Morrison  withdrew  his 
transfer  card  from  our  local  union,  that  his  intention  was  to  go  to  the 
western  states  for  the  purpose  of  regaining  and  improving  his  health, 
which  he  went  to  the  'state  of  Oklahoma,  and  without  any  result 
of  improvement  of  his  health,  returned  home  to  his  family  at  Grape 
Creek,  111.,  which  in  a  short  time  after  his  return  home  he  died  of 
Bright's  disease,  which  was  on  the  11th  day  of  March,  1910;  and. 

Whereas,  At  the  time  of  his  death  Brother  John  H.  Morrison  still 
possessed  his  transfer  card  which  was  issued  by  our  local  union  on 
the  15th  day  of  October,  1908;  and, 

Whereas,  Brother  John  H.  Morrison  had  not  been  able  to  perform 
any  manual  labor  for  almost  two  years  up  to  the  time  of  his  death: 
and, 

Whereas,  Local  Union  No.  1749  would  have  exonerated  Brother 
Morrison  frona  the  payment  of  dues  if  the  information  had  reached  the 
local  body;  and, 

Whereas,  We,  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  No.  1749, 
•consider  that  it  was  on  account  of  some  unwilful  neglect  that  the 
transfer  card  of  Brother  Morrison  was  not  returned  to  the  local  unior, 
and  application  for  exoneration  of  dues  made,  as  should  have  been 
made,  which  would  have  been  considered  by  the  members  of  Local 
Union  No.  1749  and  exoneration  of  dues  would  have  been  made  without 
any  question;  and, 
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Whereas,  Local  Union  No.  1749  have  at  all  times  complied  with 
the  constitutional  laws  as  far  as  the  payment  of  per  capita  tax  on  its 
members  is  concerned;  and, 

Whereas,  On  some  constitutional  point  the  district  secretary- 
treasurer  has  refused  to  pay  the  death  claim  of  $150.00;  therefore  be  it 
Resolved,  By  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  No.  1749, 
of  Westville,  111.,  at  its  regular  meeting  held  on  the  night  of  Feb.  20, 
1911,  that  we  hereby  appeal  to  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the  Twenty- 
Second  Annual  Convention,  which  convenes  Feb.  21,  1911,  in  the  city 
of  Springfield,  111.,  that  this  death  claim  of  $150.00  for  the  deceased 
brother,  John  H.  Morrison,  be  allowed  and  that  the  district  secretary- 
treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  the  same. 

U..  F.  McGURK,  Local  President, 
FIRMINE  WACCELL,  Local  Vice  Pres. 
ACHILLE  LETE,  Local  Finan.  Sec.-Treas 
ROY  SNOOK,  Local  Recording  Sec, 
ACHILLE  LETE,  Local  Mine  Com. 
FIRMINE  WACCELL,  Local  Mine  Com., 
ANTONA  BROWN,  Local  Mine  Com., 
ACHILLE  LETE,  Local  Delegate. 

Delegate  William'3,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — Your  committee, 
after  hearing  the  evidence  submitted  in  the  case,  non-concurs  in  the  ap- 
peal. 

Delegate  Hutton — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lete — I  desire  to  explain  this  case.  When  this  brother 
died  the  claim  was  presented  to  the  local  union  by  a  brother  named 
Andrew  Stevens,  who  represented  the  family  of  the  deceased.  The 
transfer  card  was  drawn  by  Brother  Morrison  on  the  15th  of  October, 
1908.  After  drawing  the  card  he  went  to  Oklahoma  to  try  to  regain 
his  health.  He  was  there  one  year.  His  health  not  improving  he  re- 
turned to  Grape  Creek.  Six  months  after  he  returned  he  died.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  still  had  the  transfer  card. 

We  had  a  clause  in  our  by-laws  providing  that  in  case  a  brother 
is  sick  or  disabled  for  a  month  his  dues  will  be  exonerated.  In  payin?? 
per  capita  tax  our  local  has  always  paid  on  members  who  are  in  dis- 
tress or  who  are  sick  for  a  month.  The  members  of  the  local  felt  that 
if  Brother  Morrison  had  known  of  this  he  would  have  returned  the 
transfer  card  to  the  local  union.  If  he  had  done  that  and  had  in- 
formed the  local  that  he  was  unable  to  work  he  would  have  been  ex- 
onerated from  the  payment  of  dues  and  per  capita  tax.  When  notice 
of  his  death  was  received  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  or  not  his 
family  was  entitled  to  the  $150  death  benefit  from  the  state  fund.  We 
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understood  from  Brother  McDonald's  communication  that  under  the 
constitution  a  member  must  be  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  his 
death  or  benefits  cannot  be  allowed.  There  is  no  question  in  the  minds 
of  the  members  of  our  local  union  that  the  reason  Brother  Morrison 
failed  to  keep  in  good  standing  was  on  account  of  ignorance  of  the  law. 

The  members  of  the  local  union  considered  this  case  and  investi- 
gated it  thoroughly.  From  the  information  received  from  Brother  Mor- 
rison's wife  it  is  shown  that  he  had  not  wilfully  neglected  to  return 
the  card,  but  failed  to  do  so  on  account  of  ignorance  of  our  by-laws. 
He  .  thought  as  long  as  he  had  the  card  he  was  a  member  of  the  or- 
ganization. He  knew  the  laws  of  the  local  union  made  it  possible  to 
exonerate  him  after  he  was  out  of  work  a  month  on  account  of  dis- 
ability. 

The  members  of  the  local  union  went  so  far  as  to  consider  him  d 
member  of  the  local  and  paid  the  fifty  cents  per  member  when  he  died. 
His  wife  received  the  death  benefits  from  the  local  union.  We  con- 
sidered him  a  member  in  good  standing,  although  he  had  not  been 
exonerated.  If  the  brother  had  known  that  he  had  to  return  the  card 
in  order  to  be  exonerated  from  dues  and  keep  his  membership,  there 
is  not  question  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  local  that  he  would 
have  done  it.  We  know  he  did  not  want  to  deprive  his  wife  and 
family  of  the  benefit,  and  would  "not  have  done  so,  especially  as  he  did 
not  have  to  pay  dues  while  he  was  incapacitated  from  doing  his  work 
We  believe  this  claim  should  be  paid  by  the  stae  organization. 

Delegate  Brown — As  a  member  of  the  Grievance  Committee  I  de- 
sire to  state  our  reasons  for  non-concurring.  We  took  the  position  that 
if  a  brother  had  taken  a  transfer  card  and  held  it  out  for  two  years 
and  no  per  capita  tax  had  been  paid  for  him  he  was  not  a  member  of 
this  organization  at  the  time  of  his  death.  After  his  return  he  had 
been  within  a  few  miles  of  the  local  union  and  made  no  effort  to  de- 
posit the  card.  If  we  are  going  to  ignore  the  clause  that  provides  that 
a  man  must  be  a  member  in  good  standing  to  get  the  death  benefits 
we  will  throw  down  the  bars  for  many  cases  that  will  come  up  in  the 
same  way. 

Delegate  Evans^ — I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  Lete  if  the  local 
union  paid  per  capita  tax  on  the  brother? 

Delegate  Lete — Information  never  was  received  by  the  local  union 
that  he  was  unable  to  perform  manual  labor.  On  that  account  we 
could  not  exonerate  him  from  the  payment  of  dues.  Under  the  laws 
of  our  local  union  if  a  brother  is  sick  or  injured  and  is  out  for  ono 
month  on  account  of  it,  if  he  reports  to  the  local  union  he  will  be  ex- 
nerated  from  the  payment  of  dues. 

Delegate  Evans — Brother  Lete's  statement  makes  it  clear  that  the 
local  provided  for  exonerating  sick  and  disabled  members.    For  that 
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reason  I  do  not  see  why  his  family  is  not  entitled  to  the  benefit.  I 
understood  that  our  International  ruled  some  time  ago  that  any  man 
drawing  out  a  transfer  card  should  remain  a  member  until  it  was  de- 
posited in  som.e  other  local  union.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  brother 
was  sick,  and  I  know  that  is  true,  for  I  am  from  the  same  district, 
although  not  from  the  same  local  union,  I  think  it  is  only  through 
neglect  that  the  card  was  not  deposited.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  chair 
a  question.  Is  he  not  a  member  of  the  local  he  draws  his  card  from 
until  he  deposits  it? 

President  Walker — The  brother  drew  his  card  out  October,  1908, 
and  died  March  11,  1910,  and  he  had  not  deposited  his  card  during 
that  time.  Three  months  after  the  time  he  had  drawn  his  card,  if  he 
did  not  pay  dues  or  assessments,  he  would  have  lost  his  membership 
in  the  organization  entirely. 

Delegate  Evans — I  understand  he  should  have  deposited  it  withiu 
three  months,  but  considering  the  condition  he  was  in  I  think  we  ought 
to  overlook  that  technicality.  He  died  from  the  effects  of  the  diseas-^ 
he  was  suffering  when  he  drew  the  card.  I  think  the  organization 
ought  to  overlook  the  technicality  and  pay  this  death  benefit  to  his 
wife.  You  say  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  if  you  do  so 
I  think  3'Ou  will  be  acting  unjustly.  '  A  man  who  is  sick  and  goes  to 
another  state  for  his  health  may  forget  a  good  many  things.  He  may 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that  he  ought  to  have  deposited  his  card, 
but  he  was  always  a  good  member  in  good  standing,  I  have  heard 
nothing  to  show  that  the  local  union  did  not  pay  per  capita  tax  on  the 
brother. 

Secretary  McDonald — May  I  ask  you  a  question? 
Delegate  Evans — Yes. 

Secretary  McDonald — Do  you  think  a  local  union  will  continue  to 
pay  per  capita  tax  after  a  man  has  withdrawn  his  card  from  the  local? 

Delegate  Evans — I  have  known  Brother  Lete,  the  secretary  of  that 
local,  for  a  great  many  years,  and  I  believe  the  statement  he  has  made 
is  absolutely  correct.  I  am  not  going  to  make  a  positive  statement 
that  the  local  did  pay  dues,  but  the  by-laws  governing  that  local  al- 
lows them  to  pay  the  per  capita  tax  on  a  sick  member.  I  am  not 
going  to  make  the  statement  that  it  was  paid,  but  from  the  statement 
of  Brother  Lete  I  think  it  was. 

Delegate  Lete — After  this  brother  drew  his  transfer  card  from  the 
local  union  no  further  record  of  him  was  kept.  Wliat  I  said  was  that 
if  he  had  been  acquainted  with  the  by-laws  of  the  local  union  there 
is  no  question  in  my  mind  or  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  local 
that  he  would  have  sent  the  transfer  card  back  in  order  to  keep  it  in 
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good  standing  in  our  local  for  everything  he  may  have  been  entitled 
to  under  the  constitution.  He  would  have  had  no  assessments  or  dues 
to  pay.  As  far  as  the  state  constitution  is  concerned,  we  comply  with 
the  law  in  paying  per  capita  tax  on  our  entire  membership.  If  a 
member  is  sick  he  is  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  dues  in  the  local 
union,  but  we  pay  per  capita  tax  on  him.  If  any  of  you  were  sick  and 
knew  you  could  be  relieved  of  the  payment  of  dues  by  returning  your 
card,  would  you  not  do  it?  But  if  you  were  not  acquainted  with  the 
law  and  neglected  to  deposit  the  card  and  apply  for  exoneration,  would 
it  be  right  to  deprive  your  family  of  the  death  benefit  of  $150  paid  by 
the  state? 

oelegate  Williams  (E.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegate 
is  'simply  repeating  what  he  said  before. 

Delegate  Evans — 1  want  to  stand  corrected.  I  understood  that  his 
dues  had  been  exonerated. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  suppose  some  people  think  I  am  one  of 
the  hardest-hearted  persons  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  I  have  occasion 
almost  every  day  to  turn  down  a  death  or  disability  claim  because  it 
does  not  come  under  the  constitution.  In  sending  in  these  claims 
there  is  usually  a  long  preamble  telling  what  a  good  fellow  the  mem- 
ber was,  but  they  usually  neglect  to  refer  to  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision. Since  this  convention  has  been  in  session  I  have  turned  down 
two  disability  claims.  One  man  fell  down  a  well  he  was  digging  on 
his  own  premises.  I  have  had  two  letters  asking  that  he  be  paid  the 
disability  benefit.  Another  man  was  working  around  home  during  the 
strike  when  he  was  injured.  In  this  case  it  is  stated  that  the  member 
had  taken  his  card  from  the  local  and  had  gone  to  Oklahoma.  Inas- 
much as  it  was  two  years  from  the  time  he  had  taken  the  card  out 
until  he  died  they  insisted  that  I  pay  the  claim.  I  am  going  to  pass 
on  the  death  and  disability  claims  as  you  have  laid  down  the  laws  in 
the  constitution.  If  we  were  to  take  down  the  bars,  as  Brother  Brown 
said,  we  would  have  about  one-third  more  disability  claims  than  we 
have.  A  member  who  has  been  out  of  the  local  union  for  a  year  or  a 
year  and  a  half  may  die;  and  then  his  claim  is  sent  in  with  letters 
telling  me  what  a  good  fellow  he  was  and  how  much  his  family  needs 
the  benefits.  Brother  Lete  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  the  brother  had 
no  claim  on  the  organization.  He  had  been  out  of  the  state  for  over 
two  years.  How  in  the  name  of  heaven  could  you  expect  me  to  in- 
terpret that  clause  in  the  constitution  to  cover  such  a  case?  Some  of 
the  locals  have  seen  fit  to  think  I  refused  to  pay  death  claims  as  a 
personal  matter.  It  does  not  come  out  of  my  pocket,  but  I  am  going 
to  pay  according  to  this  section  of  the  constitution. 

"Where  a  member  in  good  standing  gets  killed  or  dies  from  any 
cause,  his  heirs  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
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($150.00)  out  of  the  state  treasury,  or  in  case  of  total  disability  caused 
by  accident  while  working  in  or  around  the  mine,  or  while  on  his  way 
to  or  from  work,  he  shall  receive  the  same  amount,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  loss  of  an  eye,  leg  or  arm,  or  total  loss  of  use  of  leg  or  arm,  he 
shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00)." 

Bear  this  in  mind.  "When  you  return  to  your  local  unions  remem- 
ber that  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  a  man  must  be  a  member  of  the 
local  union  in  good  standing.  That  is  another  reason  why  I  want  to 
put  an  auditor  in  the  field.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe  some  of 
the  local  unions  have  slipped  it  over  on  us  and  that  we  have  paid 
death  claims  when  men  were  not  really  in  good  standing  at  the  time 
of  death.  If  some  fellow  gets  an  arm  broken,  a  case  which  is  not 
covered  in  this  disability  clause,  a  claim  is  sent  in.  In  two  or  three 
cases  to  my  knowledge  men  have  drawn  the  total  disability  claim  and! 
liave  gone  back  to  work  after  a  time.  One  man  came  to  the  office 
last  fall  just  after  the  strike  was  over  and  said  he  was  going  back  to 
work.  I  told  him  he  would  have  to  pay  back  the  $150.00  disability 
benefit  because  he  should  not  have  received  it  in  the  first  place. 

I  have  to  take  the  word  of  a  great  many  of  the  local  officers.  Of 
course  when  I  suspect  them  I  hold  the  matter  up  for  investigation. 
I  answered  a  letter  this  morning  refusing  to  pay  a  disability  claim 
until  I  could  investigate.  You  will  get  paid  just  as  this  constitution 
provides,  and  not  otherwise.  I  would  not  be  honest  with  you  if  I 
would  let  somebody  run  over  me  on  that  proposition.  Brother  Lete- 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  this  man  had  no  more  claim  on  that  benefit 
than  somebody  who  might  get  killed  over  here  in  the  fire  this  after- 
noon. I  know  when  an  old  and  respected  member  dies  and  leaves  a 
widow,  probably  advanced  in  years  it  arouses  the  sympathy  of  the 
community.  I  have  to  turn  the  claim  down  when  it  is  made.  I  think 
you  ought  to  save  me  this  by  telling  the  members  in  the  beginning 
that  the  death  benefit  can  not  be  claimed  unless  the  member  was  in 
gokod  standing  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

It  costs  our  organization  on  an  average  $400  a  day  to  pay  death 
benefits.  It  takes  an  immense  sum  of  money  to  pay  these  claims  and 
we  ought  to  be  as  careful  as  possible.  While  Brother  Lete  has  made 
a  masterly  plea  to  get  this  for  the  family  of  the  deceased  brother,  he 
knows  they  are  no  more  entitled  to  the  benefit  than  the  family  of  a 
man  who  has  been  out  for  ten  years  is  entitled  to  it. 

Delegate  Greenan — I  move  that  we  close  debate.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 
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Gkievaxce  No.  5. 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  Brothers  Frank  Lyngle,  Frank  Krotz 
and  John  Kodat  have  been  unreasonably  fined  by  the  sub-district;  and, 

Whereas,  The  local  believes  that  in  the  first  place  they  did  not 
understand  the  constitution  and  in  the  second  place  that  they  were 
dragged  into  it  by  a  German  friend;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  this  convention  ought  to  reduce  the  fine 
to  their  best  knowledge  as  union  men,  as  we  understand  the  men  have 
been  loyal  to  their  union  and  our  local,  and  have  been  good  union 
men  since  they  have  been  here.  They  come  to  Local  815  with  foreign 
union  cards. 

(Signed.)    CHAS.  GREGER,  Fin.  Secy., 

CHAS.  SCHNIEDER,  Rec.  Secy.,  • 
JOSEPH  QUINN,  Treas. 

Delegate  Williams,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — There  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  information  on  the  merits  of  this  case  presented  to  your 
committee,  and  no  one  appears  to  want  to  see  the  three  brothers  have 
the  penalty  applied  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  state  constitu- 
tion. The  evidence  shows  conclusively  that  these  brothers  were  not 
aware  of  what  was  necessary  to  be  done  on  their  part,  because  there 
would  have  been  no  inconvenience  to  them  in  complying  with  the  con- 
stitution. From  the  representation  made  to  the  committee  it  seems 
there  would  have  been  no  trouble  in  getting  the  consent  of  the  state 
officials.  Probably  they  would  have  been  -several  hundred  dollars 
better  off  if  they  had  done  so,  because  they  were  taken  advantage  of 
by  a  shrewd,  designing,  prentended  friend.  We  recognize  that  if  we 
comply  strictly  with  the  constitution  there  can  be  no  appeal,  but  we 
believe  the  brothers  have  paid  an  extreme  penalty,  in  fact,  greater 
than  the  constitution  provides,  and  therefore  we  recommend  that  if  it 
is  within  the  power  of  the  convention  that  the  brothers'  fines  be  re- 
mitted. 

Delegate  Murphy  (B.) — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in.  (Seconded.) 

Secretary  Williams — While  the  resolution  does  not  explain  the 
case  very  thoroughly,  we  had  the  brothers  and  the  delegates  from 
Lincoln  here  to  get  an  explanation.  It  seems  that  through  some  mis- 
leading information  and  the  holding  out  of  bright  promises  by  some 
German  friend  of  theirs  near  Middletown,  who  had  a  little  country 
bank,  the  brothers  were  induced  to  invest  quite  an  amount  of  money. 
The  lost  about  $400  each.  They  worked  about  three  weeks  in  the 
mine.  The  sub-district  imposed  a  fine  on  them  for  not  complying  with 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution  to  secure  the  consent  of  the  district 
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officials  before  investing  in  such  a  mine.  It  was  a  little  country  mine^ 
not  a  shipping  mine.  The  brothers  made  a  good  explanation  to  the 
committee.  The  officers  who  had  charge  of  the  case  would  have  re- 
mitted the  fine,  and  probably  would  not  have  imposed  it  at  all,  except 
for  fear  that  they  did  not  have  authority  to  do  it.  The  brothers  suf- 
fered a  good  deal.  They  lost  the  money  they  puc  into  the  mine,  they 
did  not  receive  the  commissary  during  the  strike,  and  they  have  been 
paying  this  fine  by  installments.  If  there  is  any  way  to  set  this 
penalty  aside  under  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  it  would  be  well  to 
do  so.  We  did  not  understand  whether  the  constitution  was  to  apply 
to  a  case  of  this  kind. 

Secretary  McDonald — Is  there  a  delegate  from  Middletown  here? 

Delegate  Wall — Yes. 

Secretary  McDonald — Haven't  several  of  your  members  been  fined 
for  working  at  this  co-operative  mine? 

Delegate  Wall — I  think  we  have  in  the  neighborhood  of  ten  or 
twelve  men  fined  $50. 

President  Walker — Have  you  collected  it? 

Delegate  Wall — Yes,  every  time. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  motion.  The  constitu- 
tion provides  a  penalty  for  any  one  who  works  in  a  mine  of  that 
character.  I  have  a  lot  of  heavy  fines  pending  in  my  district.  These 
people  were  fined  for  working  in  co-operative  mines.  If  the  fines  in 
this  case  are  remitted  it  will  cause  us  a  lot  of  trouble.  We  will  be 
asked  to  remit  fines  of  a  similar  character.  If  you  remit  the  fines  of 
those  brothers  you  ought  to  remit  all  similar  fines. 

When  I  was  attending  a  board  meeting  in  Springfield  a  bunch  of 
brothers  came  there  to  get  the  intepretation  of  the  state  officials  in 
regard  to  going  into  such  a  mine.  The  statement  was  made  that  if 
thej''  started  that  mine  they  would  have  to  forfeit  their  rights  in  the 
organization,  and  before  they  would  be  allowed  to  come  in  again  they 
would  have  to  pay  a  fine  and  initiation  fee.  If  this  is  allowed.  I  will 
appeal  to  the  convention  to  give  us  authority  to  remit  fines  that  have 
been  placed  on  men  in  our  district.  It  is  no  more  fair  to  remit  their 
fines  than  it  would  have  been  to  have  paid  the  brother's  death  claim. 

The  statement  is  made  that  it  was  a  German  friend  who  stuck 
those  men  for  $400.00.  If  they  still  contend  he  is  a  friend  they  ought 
to  be  men  enough  to  pay  their  fines  and  come  back  into  the  organiza- 
tion. If  they  let  a  Dutchman  slip  it  over  on  them  we  ought  to  be  in- 
telligent  enough  not  to  let  them  slip  it  over  on  us  here. 
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Delegate  King — Where  are  the  mines  you  speak  of? 

Delegate  Helmer — Near  Sparling  and  around  there.  If  you  want  to 
know,  they  are  around  Streator,  too. 

Delegate  King — I  don't  know  anything  about  them. 

Secretary  McDonald — Because  of  this  same  mine  and  the  action 
of  the  men  operating  it  a  number  of  men  who  came  to  the  Middletown 
local  were  fined  $50.  If  you  are  going  to  remit  the  fine  of  the  Lincoln 
mien  you  will  have  to  remit  the  fines  on  the  Midletown  men.  While  I 
do  not  believe  in  penalizing  a  man  for  all  he  can  make  in  the  next 
five  or  ten  years,  we  must  look  at  the  principle  involved,  and  if  wf 
are  going  to  set  aside  the  constitution  in  order  to  let  somebody  off  from 
Lincoln,  it  will  be  just  as  consistent  to  remit  the  fines  of  the  Middle- 
town  men  and  the  men  who  worked  in  the  Mathis  and  Ziegler  mine 
in  La  Salle.  W'e  must  be  careful,  because  at  the  next  convention,  or 
possibly  before  that,  we  will  have  a  delegation  from  Middletown  ask- 
ing that  they  get  their  fines  back,  and  to  be  consistent  we  would  have 
to  give  them  back.  People  have  come  to  the  office  and  tried  to  get 
me  to  use  my  good  offices  to  get  the  local  not  to  impose  the  fine.  I 

told  them  I  could  do  nothing,  that  if  the  local  unions  fined  them  they 
had  a  right  to  appeal,  but  I  did  not  think  there  was  mucli  chance  of 
their  getting  it  back. 

Delegate  Wall — How  did  they  lose  their  money  down  there? 

Delegate  Williams — The  details  were  not  given. 

Delegate  Bangert — From  what  I  have  heard  the  brothers  put  $400 
each  in  that  co-operative  mine.   I  believe  they  worked  about  six  weeks. 

Delegate  Wall — The  man  who  operates  the  mine  is  named  John- 
son. He  had  a  man  named  Beebe  in  with  him.  He  wanted  to  freeze 
Beebe  out.  He  got  those  men  in  there  in  order  to  freeze  Bebe  out, 
and  after  he  did  bo  he  froze  those  fellows  out. 

President  Walker — There  is  one  other  matter  in  connection  with 
this  I  would  like  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  convention.  Two 
years  ago  conditions  got  into  such  a  state  in  the  Belleville  District, 
because  of  the  co-operative  mines  there  selling  coal  under  the  cost  of 
production;  if  they  had  paid  the  scale,  and  men  working  in  those  mines 
who  had  put  all  their  little  savings  into  them  doing  what  they  could 
to  keep  them  in  some  sort  of  valuation,  worked  for  less  than  the  scale 
and  sold  coal  for  less  than  it  would  cost  to  produce  it  and  pay  the 
scale.  It  almost  got  to  the  place  where  there  was  a  dissolution  of  the 
joint  movement  and  a  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  operators  who  were 
living  up  to  the  contract.    Our  own  members  rebelled  because  the  fel- 
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lows  who  were  willing  to  work  below  the  scale  got  all  the  work.  For 
the  last  eighteen  months  we  have  had  but  little  trouble  on  this  score 
because  of  this  provision  in  the  constitution.  The  operators  and  some 
members  have  been  trying  to  start  it  up  in  this  and  other  districts. 
The  moral  effect  of  your  remitting  the  fine  will  be  that  these  fellows 
will  say,  "They  remitted  the  fine  in  the  case  of  those  fellows  who 
started  a  co-operative  mine  without  their  consent,  and  they  will  have 
no  right  to  fine  us  if  we  do  the  same  thing."  If  a  few  men  start  that 
kind  of  mine  and  find  they  are  going  to  lose  their  money  they  will  be- 
gin to  work  below  the  scale.  That  will  bring  about  the  condition  we 
have  in  the  Belleville  District.  While  I  would  not  want  to  impose  a 
hardship  on  those  men  that  could  be  avoided  with  safety  to  the  or- 
ganization it  is  a  proposition  that  is  dangerous  to  fool  with. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  lost. 

Delegate  Hall — Does  this  dispose  of  the  case? 

President  Walker — No,  you  have  voted  down  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Delegate  Hall — I  move  that  the  state  constitution  be  complied  with 
in  thies  case.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Boucher — They  still  have  co-operative  mines  in  the 
Belleville  District.  "Doctor"  Germer,  as  they  call  him,  called  the  men 
a  set  of  double-barreled  scabs. 

President  Walker — They  are  not  as  bad  as  they  used  to  be. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  believe  it  is  unfair  for  a  brother  to  make 
such  a  statement  as  that  in  regard  to  another  brother  when  he  is  not 
present. 

Delegate  Boucher — That  is  the  truth. 

Delegation  Osborne — I  think  Brother  Hefferly  ought  to  take  that 
back  to  himself.  He  has  been  going  around  •  the  streets  condemning 
the  International  officials  because  they  condemned  President  Lewis. 

President  Walker — This  entire  matter  is  out  of  order. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  I 
was  talking  to  a  couple  of  brothers  with  reference  to  the  action  of  this 
convention  in  trying  to  hound  a  man  who  has  already  been  condemned 
a  thousand  times  over.  They  agreed  with  me.  Incidentally  the  ques- 
tion came  up  that  if  President  Lewis  had  the  support  of  the  various 
district  officers  from  the  time  he  went  into  office  the  chances  are  that 
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this  affair  last  summer  would  not  have  occurred.  That  is  the  statement 
I  made,  I  stated  that  when  President  Lewis  first  went  into  office  he 
did  not  get  the  support  of  the  various  district  officers  he  should  have 
had,  and  as  President  Mitchell  had  it. 

President  Walker — To  make  the  records  -clear — and  I  say  it  with- 
out qualification — until  President  Lewis  butted  into  the  strike  situa- 
tion in  Illinois  and  attempted  to  leave  the  impression  that  we  were 
wrong  in  our  contention,  which  in  effect  was  throwing  cold  water  on 
the  strike,  he  got  the  same  kind  of  support  from  me  that  President 
Mitchell  would  have  gotten  had  he  been  in  that  position. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  want  to  say  to  you  that  I  do  not  attempt  to 
defend  President  Lewis'  act  last  summer  when  he  attempted  to  have 
us  adopt  the  compromise  proposition.  I  fought  him  in  the  convention, 
and  the  records  will  show  it,  and  I  fought  him  at  home  so  he  could  not 
be  elected. 

President  Walker — I  made  the  statement  to  offset  the  impression 
you  had  left  that  President  Lew4s  had  not  received  the  support  of  Dis- 
trict 12  up  to  that  time. 

Delegate  Hefferly — Not  only  District  12,  but  the  various  districts 
comprising  this  organization. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  communication: 

Streator,  111.,  Feb.  24,  1911 
Mr,  John  H.  Walker,  President  U.  M.  Workers  of  America,  Springfield, 
Illinois: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — I  have  learned  that  a  resolution  was  pre- 
sented and  adopted  at  the  Belleville  State  Federation  Convention 
through  the  U,  M.  W.  delegate  there  demanding  all  mine  supplies  to 
be  of  union  make  and  bear  the  union  label  of  the  trades  production. 
I  also  learned  that  a  similar  resolution  prevailed  at  the  U.  M.  Workers' 
State  Convention  held  in  Peoria  last  February,  and  in  this  connection 
wish  to  say  that  I  am  an  experienced  blacksmith,  having  made  miners' 
supplies  of  every  kind  and  design,  especially  tools,  for  several  years, 
both  in  this  city  and  in  Spring  Valley,  Illinois. 

I  can  refer  you  to  an  old  friend  of  mine,  namely  Mr.  John  Mitchell, 
for  information  concerning  my  work,  etc.  Also  to  Mr,  Peter  Jamieson, 
president  of  the  Local  No.  800. 

At  the  advice  of  several  of  my  patrons  and  miner  friends  I  wish  to 
subniit  the  following  proposition  to  your  convention — as  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  J.  H.  union  of  this  city. 

"I  will  commence  manufacturing  picks,  wedges  and  sledges,  guar- 
antee the  same,  and  stamp  each  tool  with  the  blacksmiths'  union  label 
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and  give  the  salesman  7%  per  cent  to  the  local  union  officials  for  all 
orders  received  and  forwarded  to  me." 

Trusting  that  you  will  put  this  proposition  before  your  fellow 
delegates  assembled  at  the  Springfield  State  Miners'  Convention  for 
their  kind  consideration,. and  thanking  you  very  kindly  for  any  favors 
you  may  extend  me,  I  am. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  B.  POUK. 

Rock  Island,  111.,  Feb.  18,  1911. 
Mr.  John  Walker,  President,  U.  M.  Workers  of  A.,  Springfield,  Illinois: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — I  am  advised  by  the  firm  of  Paulsen  and 
Blaes,  manufacturers  of  sawed  and  turned  woodwork  and  turners  of 
hickory  pick-axe  and  sledge  handles,  located  at  12th  St.  and  14th  Ave., 
Rock  Island,  111.,  to  kindly  request  you  to  favor  them  by  bringing  to 
the  notice  of  the  delegates  that  attend  the  coming  convention  in 
Springfield  in  February,  1911,  that  the  above  named  company  is  pre- 
paring to  fill  all  orders,  large  or  small,  on  short  notice  for  union  made 
handles,  made  from  good  sound,  seasoned  and  dried  hickory.  Each 
handle  has  the  union  label  stamped  upon  it  and  is  as  Jow  priced  as 
any  other  handle  of  the  same  make,  size  and  stock. 

The  above  firm  desires  to  say  they  will  pay  seven  per  cent  sales- 
man's commission  to  local,  state  and  national  officials  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  for  all  orders  received  and  forwarded  to  the 
handle  company's  sales  agent,  D.  J.  Farley,  Box  99,  Toluca,  111.,,  sales 
agent  for  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Iowa. 

Yours  fraternally, 

D.  J.  FARLEY, 
Box  99,  Toluca,  111. 

Secretary   McDonald — These    matters    have    come    to  President 

Walker  and  I  have  read  them.  They  will  be  made  a  part  of  the  record 
and  anyone  who  wishes  to  get  in  communication  with  them  can  do  so 
by  referring  to  the  records  after  you  get  home. 

At  5  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules,  to  re- 
convene at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  February  28th. 
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TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  28. 


SEVENTH  DAY— MORING  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  Feb- 
Tuarj'  28th,  President  Walker  in  the  chair. 

President  Walker — Before  we  proceed  with  the  regular  order  this 
morning  I  desire  to  say  there  are  two  delegates  from  Local  8617, 
Spring  Valley,  Charles  Burman  and  Charles  Schwarting.  They  have 
been  in  bad  standing  because  of  not  having  paid  the  ten  per  cent  as- 
sessment for  September  and  October.  Last  night  they  made  satisfac- 
tory arrangements  in  that  matter,  and  they  would  like  to  be  seated 
as  delegates  during  the  rest  of  the  sessions  of  the  convention.  What 
is  the  pleasure  of  the  convention? 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  they  be  seated.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORTS. 

Legislative  Committee. 
Delegate  Bennett,  for  the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 
We,  your  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports,  have  examined  the  re- 
port of  the  Legislative  Committee,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report: 

We  commend  the  Legislative  Committee  on  the  work  done  the  past 
year.  Your  committee  also  believes  that  the  Legislative  Comriiittee 
can  best  serve  this  organization  by  being  placed  in  charge  of  the 
President  instead  of  the  Executive  Board  as  at  present,  and  would 
recommend  the  same  to  this  convention. 

We  also  believe  the  committee  should  be  given  ample  time  in 
which  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office. 

We  also  believe  they  should  be  given  proper  office  room  and  equip- 
ment for  the  same,  so  they  may,  if  possible,  do  better  work  the  coming 
year. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 
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Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — Does  the  endorsement  of  that  carry  with  it 
that  the  Legislative  Committee  shall  be  employed  all  during  the  year? 

Secretary  Bennett — It  does  not.  The  report  simply  says  that  they 
be  given  ample  time.  Some  question  was  raised  before  the  committee 
in  regard  to  the  time,  and  that  is  why  the  report  was  delayed.  Some 
people  thought  they  had  not  had  time  enough  to  do  the  work,  and  some 
thought  they  had.    We  simply  say  "ample  time." 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Secretary  Bennett — That  completes  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Officers'  Reports,  and  is  signed  by  the  committee  in  full. 

ISAAC  EDWARDS,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  BENNETT,  Secretary, 
GEORGE  ROSAN, 
GEORGE  WILSON, 
ACHILLE  LETE, 

Committee. 

•   REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

Delegate  Lewis  (J.  L.),  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  com- 
mittee has  a  great  number  of  resolutions  containing  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution.  In  a  great  number  of  them  we  have  non- 
concurred.  In  accordance  with  past  custom,  in  making  our  report,  we 
will  start  at  the  beginning  of  the  constitution,  take  it  up  section  by 
section,  and  if  any  changes  are  recommended  by  the  committee  we 
will  so  state  and  read  the  changes.  If  no  changes  are  recommended 
and  any  delegate  has  a  resolution  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  bear- 
ing on  that  section  he  can  call  the  resolution  up  and  it  will  be  read  by 
the  committee. 

President  Walker — Before  we  begin  the  report  it  would  be  well  to 
have  an  understanding  as  to  the  method  of  adopting  the  sections.  I 
take  it  if  there  have  been  no  amendments  offered  and  the  committee 
recommends  the  readoption  of  the  old  section  it  can  be  adopted  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  motion.  If  there  are  no  objections  on  the  part  of 
the  convention,  without  going  through  the  procedure  of  making  a  mo- 
tion to  adopt,  the  chairman  will  simply  state  that  the  section  is  re- 
adopted.    Hearing  no  objections,  that  will  be  the  order. 

The  committee  recommends  no  changes  in  Sections  1,  2  and  3  of 
Article  I.    The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

Article  II,  Section  1.  The  committee  recommended  no  changes  or 
amendments. 
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Delegate  Hefferly — Our  local  union  presented  a  resolution  bearing 
on  that  section.  I  would  like  to  have  it  read.  It  suggests  that  the 
various  sub-district  presidents  shall  constitute  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  state. 

President  Walker — Brother  Mose  Johnson  is  here  this  morning. 
The  Grievance  Committee  has  two  grievances  upon  which  action  was 
deferred  until  he  could  be  here.  While  the  committee  is  arranging 
the  resolutions  we  can  act  on  these  grievances. 

Delegate  Williams  (B.),  Secretary  of  the  committee  read  Griev- 
ance No.  2,  reported  upon  by  the  committee  at  the  previous  session, 
and  stated  that  the  .committee  recommended,  after  hearing  the  evi- 
dence in  connection  with  the  case,  that  the  demands  of  the  Shiloh  men 
be  concurred  in. 

Secretary  Williams — We  are  informed  by  the  Board  member  thai" 
the  case  is  not  yet  finished.  He  and  the  commissioner  disagreed  in 
regard  to  fining  the  operator.  What  will  be  done  with  it  we  do  not 
know;  but  in  justice  to  the  men,  if  the  company  agreed  that  they 
would  operate  the  mine  whether  the  men  outside  of  Shiloh  came  or 
not,  if  there  is  any  possible  way  of  fining  the  operator  it  should  be 
done. 

Delegate  Blankenship — Did  the  mine  work  the  second  day  the  men 
went  home? 

Secretary  Williams — The  information  given  us  is  that  the  whistle 
blew  for  work  and  the  train  did  not  come. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Board  Member  Johnson — I  believe  it  would  have  been  better  for 
the  Shiloh  men  and  the  men  employed  by  the  Southern  Coal  and  Min- 
ing Company  if  this  matter  had  not  been  brought  before  the  con- 
vention. It  is  true  that  most  of  the  men  were  penalized  in  the  sum  of 
$1.00.  It  was  the  third  time  the  mine  had  been  closed  during  the  life 
of  this  agreement.  The  first  time  the  fine  was  remitted.  It  is  true 
they  have  an  agreement  with  the  commissioner  and  the  superintendent 
that  in  case  the  train  is  late  or  does  not  come  down  the  Shiloh  men 
will  be  allowed  to  work.  The  train  did  not  come  on  this  particular  day 
referred  to.  The  men  were  held  there.  Then  they  were  notified  that 
it  was  all  off,  that  nothing  would  be  done  that  day. 

I  took  the  case  up  with  the  commissioner.  I  asked  that  either  the 
fines  of  the  men  be  returned  or  the  penalty  be  applied  to  the  opera- 
tors. For  some  time  the  commissioner  and  myself  did  not  agree  on 
the  matter.    The  commissioner,  I  believe,  was  really  in  favor  of  return- 
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ing  the  fine  to  the  men,  but  the  company  had  the  money  and  did  not 
want  to  return  it.  While  we  were  in  the  last  board  meeting  I  was 
under  the  impression  the  men  would  get  their  money  back.  After  the 
matter  was  brought  here  I  took  the  matter  up  with  the  commissioner 
again.    He  said  he  would  disagree  and  we  would  fight  it  out  jointly. 

We  have  not  had  a  board  meeting  down  there.  I  have  done  all  I 
<30uld  to  get  the  money  back  for  the  men.  I  believe  if  this  grievance 
had  not  been  brought  before  the  convention  the  money  would  have 
been  refunded.  I  have  little  hope  of  its  being  refunded  at  this  time. 
The  matter  will  be  threshed  out  at  the  first  board  meeting  that  is  held, 
and  it  will  be  decided  whether  or  not  the  company  will  be  fined  $100. 
Let  me  serve  notice  on  you  that  whenever  we  force  that  company  to 
pay  a  hundred  dollars  that  company  will  force  our  men  to  pay  a  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Delegate  Scattler — The  brother  stated  that  if  we  had  not  brought 
this  case  before  the  convention  we  might  have  got  our  money  back. 
If  we  haven't  a  right  to  bring  things  here  it  looks  to  me  as  though  they 
are  feeling  sore  about  it.  We  tried  to  bring  it  before  them,  but  it 
seems  as  though  we  could  not  get  satisfaction  from  the  Board  member 
and  the  Operators'  Commissioner.  That  is  why  we  brought  it  here.  I 
do  not  think  the  brother  has  any  right  to  make  the  remark  he  has,  that 
if  we  had  not  brought  it  here  he  thinks  he  would  be  able  to  get  the 
money  for  us.  If  he  could  have  got  the  money  without  bringing  it 
here  I  don't  think  he  ought  to  make  the  remark  he  did. 

We  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  with  the  Southern  Coal  Company. 
We  are  into  it  every  day.  It  seems  an  easy  thing  to  fine  the  workers; 
it  seems  as  though  our  officers  and  the  Commissioner  disagree  when  it 
comes  to  fining  the  company.  The  Operators'  Commissioners  stand 
pat  for  the  people  they  represent,  but  we  must  live  up  to  the  agree- 
ment. Our  officers  try  to  force  us  as  a  body  to  live  up  to  the  agree- 
ment; but  the  Operators'  Commissioners  favor  their  men,  and  when 
the  operators  violate  the  agreement  in  any  way  they  stand  pat  for 
their  men. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — We  were  informed  that  two  different  sets 
of  men  worked  in  that  mine,  one  set  from  Shiloh  and  one  from  near 
Belleville.  About  sixty  men  from  Shiloh  work  in  the  mine.  A  greater 
part  of  the  men  come  in  on  the  miners'  train.  When  the  men  were 
fined  the  Shiloh  miners  were  at  the  mine.  The  men  who  came  in  on 
the  miners'  train  came  one  minute  after  eight  o'clock.  According  to 
the  statement  of  the  delegate  the  train  did  not  arrive  until  twenty 
minutes  after  eight  that  morning.  The  delegate  from  Shiloh  Local  in- 
formed us  that  there  was  no  mine  boss  at  the  mine.  He  stated  that 
the  mine  boss  comes  on  that  train  with  the  men.    There  was  no  boss 
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there  and  tliey  decided  to  go  home.  We  contend  that  the  men  were 
fined  unjustly  in  the  first  case. 

In  the  second  case  the  operators  said  they  would  operate  the  mine 
whether  the  miners'  train  came  or  not.  That  meant  in  substance  that 
they  would  operate  it  with  the  Shiloh  men.  Two  days  later  after  they 
were  fined  the  Shiloh  men  appeared  for  work.  The  whistle  blew  and 
they  were  ready  to  go  to  work.  The  train  did  not  come,  but  a  tele- 
phone message  came  saying  the  mine  would  not  work,  although  the 
operators  had  distinctly  stated  that  whether  the  train  came  or  not 
the  mine  would  work  with  the  Shiloh  men.  We  contend  that  in  the 
second  case  the  operators  ought  to  be  fined  for  bringing  the  men 
there,  after  they  said  they  would  work,  and  then  notifying  them  that 
the  mine  would  not  work. 

A  Delegate — Did  the  superintendent  of  the  company  ever  tell  you 
that  the  fine  of  $100  was  not  meant  for  the  company  to  pay? 

Board  Member  Johnson — He  did  not. 
A  Delegate — He  told  me. 

Board  Member  Johnson — The  commissioner  has  tried  to  straighten 
the  matter  out.  The  company  seems  to  be  very  obstreperous.  When 
I  took  the  case  up  there  was  no  evidence  from  the  committee  or  the 
men  that  that  train  was  twenty  minutes  late.  The  men  were  there  and 
getting  off.  The  mine  manager  comes  on  that  train  every  morning, 
but  he  has  an  assistant  there  to  take  charge  of  the  work. 

Delegate  Scattler — Can  you  prove  to  the  convention  that  he  has  a 
representative  to  take  charge  of  the  mine? 

Board  Member  Johnson — That  is  the  evidence  that  was  given  me. 
He  has  men  there  to  let  the  men  down  every  morning. 

Delegate  Scattler — He  has  top  men  to  let  the  men  down. 

Board  Member  Johnson — Isn't  it  a  fact  that  he  comes  on  that  train 
every  morning? 

Delegate  Scattler — Yes. 

Delegate  Johnson — That  is  what  I  said. 

Delegate  Scattler — Didn't  you  state  at  certain  times  that  the  men 
were  fined  unconstitutionally? 

Board  Member  Johnson — I  do  not  remember  making  that  state- 
ment. The  constitution  does  not  say  anything  about  a  fine.  They 
were  not  fined  under  the  constitution,  but  under  the  agreement.  I 
put  that  argument  up  to  the  company,  that  they  were  fined  unjustly. 
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Undoubtedly  I  tried  to  get  their  money  back.  That  was  the  third  time 
the  mine  had  been  closed  down. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — The  commissioner  and  the  Board  member 
agreed  to  fine  the  men  one  dollar  each.  Board  Member  Johnson  now 
says  if  the  company  is  fined  $100  under  the  contract  they  will  see  that 
the  men  are  fined  $1,000.  If  the  company  is  working  under  the  agree- 
ment I  do  not  see  how  they  can  go  back  and  fine  the  men  $1,000. 

Board  Member  Johnson — That  is  not  the  only  case  the  Southern 
Coal  Company  has  against  the  men  for  closing  down  the  mine.  They 
have  closed  the  mines  when  the  sub-district  officer  has  never  gone 
there  to  take  the  case  up.  Since  I  have  been  Board  member  there 
have  been  twenty-three  violations  of  the  contract  in  that  sub-district, 
and  the  last  one  is  twenty-four.  I  know  the  minute  we  push  the  $100 
fine  before  the  Joint  Board  they  will  come  back  and  say,  "We  want 
ours.  You  demand  that  we  live  up  to  the  agreement,  and  we  will  de- 
mand the  same  thing,"  and  we  will  not  have  a  foot  to  stand  on.  There 
is  a  mine  that  has  been  closed  down  for  eight  days,  and  I  would  not 
agree  to  fine  the  men. 

Delegate  Scattler — If  the  company  insists  on  going  after  those 
other  fines,  I  wish  to  state  that  we  have  fifty  cases  in  our  local — and 
it  is  a  small  one — we  can  come  back  with. 

President  Walker — I  might  add  to  Brother  Johnson's  explanation, 
that  these  fines  were  imposed  on  the  smallest  number  of  men  possible. 
As  Brother  Johnson  states  there  were  twenty-four  violations  and  only 
three  fines  imposed.  That  will  apply  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  state. 
That,  more  than  anything .  else,  is  responsible  for  operators  at  times 
getting  out  of  the  fines.  We  plead  extenuating  circumstances  and  get 
the  men  off;  but  at  the  same  time  when  we  have  been  able  to  do  that 
a  dozen  or  two  times  the  operators  go  to  extremes,  and  if  you  go  up 
there  and  demand  your  pound  of  flesh  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult 
to  plead  extenuating  circumstances  in  the  next  case. 

This  is  a  joint  case.  I  do  not  know  the  particulars  of  the  case 
any  more  than  we  have  heard  here  this  morning  So  far  as  the  mine 
manager  not  being  there  is  a  justification  for  the  men  not  to  go  down, 
according  to  the  admission  of  the  delegate  he  got  there  th^t  morning 
the  same  time  the  men  on  the  train  got  there.  There  was  no  exception 
on  that  morning.  If  they  were  justified  in  refusing  to  go  down  there 
that  morning,  they  are  justified  in  refusing  to  go  down  every  morn- 
ing.  They  never  brought  that  up  as  a  grievance  in  the  past. 

In  handling  these  cases  we  have  got  to  meet  the  other  side.  We 
can  make  a  fine  argument  here  when  we  have  no  one  to  take  the 
other  side  of  the  case.    The  other  side  will  say  if  the  company  is  fined 
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because  they  agreed  to  work  the  mines  whether  the  train  got  there 
or  not,  that  they  expected  to  work  the  mine  every  morning,  but  that 
some  times  things  worked  out  so  they  could  not  do  it.  Perhaps  about 
seven  o'clock  they  would  telephone  the  men  there  was  no  work.  The 
only  penalty  under  the  contract  in  that  case  is  the  two  hours  they  will 
have  to  pay  the  company  men  if  they  go  down.  If  they  work  that  sort 
of  game  very  often  the  men  will  wait  until  they  know  there  will  be 
work  before  they  go  out. 

The  Shiloh  men  are  pretty  able  to  protect  their  own  interests  along 
those  lines.  The  status  really  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  that  according  to  their  judgment  the  company  ought 
to  be  fined  $100  or  the  men  have  their  fines  returned.  Am  I  correct 
in  my  understanding  of  it? 

Secretary  Williams — Their  demand  is  that  the  operator  be  fined 
or  their  fines  remitted.  As  the  case  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Board 
member  and  the  commissioner  we  concur. 

Board  Member  Johnson — It  is  out  of  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioner and  myself  and  has  gone  to  the  Joint  Board. 

President  Walker — If  that  is  the  report  of  the  committee,  while 
I  believe  the  thing  should  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Board,  at  the 
same  time  I  am  not  going  to  raise  any  serious  objections  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Grievance  No.  3.  Delegate  Williams,  Secretary  of  the  Committee, 
read  the  Grievance,  which  had  been  reported  on  at  the  previous  ses- 
sion and  deferred  until  Board  Member  Johnson  could  be  present. 

Secretary  Williams — After  considering  the  evidence  in  the  case 
your  committee  finds  no  ground  for  charges  against  Board  Member 
Johnson,  and  that  the  drivers  were  not  fi:&ed  without  investigation. 
We  therefore  non-concur. 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Veal — I  really  think  you  ought  to  give  the  Board  mem- 
ber an  opportunity  to  state  what  he  found  there. 

President  Walker — I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  done  it,  Philip, 
but  you  asked  for  the  floor  first  and  made  it  impossible. 

Delegate  Veal — The  position  the  local  union  has  taken  dates  back 
to  the  period  when  they  were  fined.  Prior  to  that  fining  the  drivers 
in  that  locality  received  a  premium,  they  were  paid  three  dollars  a 
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day  and  oil.  When  the  new  agreement  was  made  their  wages  were 
cut.  Now,  let  us  remove  sentiment  in  this  matter.  Those  drivers 
knew  jvell  enough  there  was  a  strike  on  in  this  state.  The  mines 
were  operating  every  day.  They  saw  there  was  an  opportunity  for 
them  to  get  a  raise.  Public  sentiment  in  that  district  was  in  favor  of 
those  boys  getting  a  raise.  Some  of  them  stopped  working,  not  all 
of  them.  The  result  was  that  the  Board  member  came  in  there  and 
fined  all  those  men  promiscuously,  as  we  claim.  It  threw  the  whole 
body  organism  into  a  state  whereby  it  was  divided,  and  the  result  was 
that  when  those  boys  were  fined  and  held  up,  so  to  speak,  under  the 
charge  that  they  had  violated  the  agreement,  it  caused  trouble.  From 
the  stanpoint  of  the  agreement  they  admit  that,  but  there  is  a  prin- 
ciple involved.  Is  this  organization  going  on  record  that  you  are  in 
business  especially  to  cut  wages  for  those  who  are  few  in  number? 
Would  you  like  to  be  put  in  that  position?  Are  v/e  in  the  business  of 
cutting  wages?  Now  the  question  arises  whether  this  fining  business 
is  going  to  continue. 

We  have  heard  from  the  miners  of  the  Belleville  District.  These 
officers  sit  as  a  supreme  court  and  say  "unconstitutional"  to  every- 
thing we  do.  Didn't  the  operators  make  millions  of  dollars  during  the 
strike  in  that  district?  They  talk  about  what  the  drivers  did,  but 
they  don't  tell  of  loading  bug  dust  and  putting  on  some  nut  coal  and 
sending  it  out  through  the  country  to  make  money.  The  drivers  saw 
a  chance  to  make  some  money.  The  superintendent  said,  the  scale 
was  too  low  for  the  boys,  that  they  ought  to  have  more.  They  had 
received  it,  and  as  custom  makes  law,  despite  the  fact  that  new 
teachers  come  in  every  new  agreement  that  is  trotted  out.  These 
pupils  cannot  be  moulded  when  pressure  is  brought  to  bear,  and  the 
material  interests  of  those  boys  are  at  stake.  It  is  a  question  whether 
the  busy  bees  are  going  to  get  some  of  this  honey,  or  whether  you  are 
always  going  to  give  it  to  the  wolves. 

Board  Member  Johnson — I  wish  to  state  it  is  true,  and  very  un- 
fortunately so,  that  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  go  to  those  Nigger 
Hollow  mines,  take  the  cases  up  and  agree  that  those  boys  be  pen- 
alized. It  was  their  third  offense  in  the  short  time  the  contract  had 
been  in  force.  I  expect  the  State  Board  members  will  verify  every 
word  I  say.  In  the  first  joint  Board  meeting  we  held  in  St.  Louis  we 
had  many  cases  of  shut-downs.  We  had  two  from  that  mine.  Up  to 
that  time  I  had  refused  to  agree  to  anyone  being  penalized.  When 
we  met  the  operators  they  demanded  that  our  men  be  penalized. 
President  Walker,  myself  and  the  entire  Executive  Board  pleaded 
with  the  Operators'  Association  to  remit  all  those  fines;  but  before 
we  did  that  I  stood  up  and  gave  them  my  word  of  honor  that  if  they 
would  remit  all  the  fines  pending  against  our  membership  thereafter 
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I  would  see  that  the  agreement  was  lived  up  to  with  respect  to  closing 
down  the  mines.  A  short  time  after  the  drivers  got  together  and  by 
an  organized  effort  shut  the  mine  down  in  violation  of  the  agreement. 

I  will  ask  the  entire  membership  if  they  expect  an  officer  to  up- 
hold that  sort  of  thing?  Do  they  expect  the  agreement  to  be  lived 
up  to?  Are  you  going  to  the  operators  and  den: and  every  pound  of 
flesh  that  belongs  to  you,  and  then  tell  them  they  cannot  have  what 
belongs  to  them?  Is  that  the  kind  of  officials  you  want?  If  it  is,  I 
don't  want  to  be  an  official.  When  I  gave  my  word  of  honor  to  the 
Joint  Board  that  I  would  see  that  the  agreement  was  enforced,  I  meant 
it.  It  has  been  said  I  fined  those  men  without  a  trial.  It  can  be  shown 
by  documentary  evidence  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  have  some  letters 
.1  want  to  read. 

Board  Member  Johnson  read  the  following  letters: 

"Edgemont  Station,  East  St.  Louis,  111. 
"To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion assembled  at  Springfield,  111.: 

"Brothers — This  is  to  certify  that  we  were  members  of  the  Pit 
Committee  at  Mines  No.  1  and  2,  Nigger  Hollow,  when  the  mines  were 
closed  down  by  the  drivers  of  said  mines,  in  the  month  of  September, 
1910,  by  an  organized  effort  to  force  the  company  to  pay  $3.00  per  day. 

'We  certify  that  Board  Member  Johnson,  and  sub-district  Pres- 
ident Raynolds  were  at  said  mines  the  day  following,  taking  up  the 
case  with  the  committee,  and  assisted  in  getting  the  mines  started 
to  work. 

"We  further  certify  that  the  mines  were  closed  down  in  violation 
of  the  agreement,  by  the  drivers. 

(Signed)    JAMES  McNALLY,  Mine  No.  1, 
NOEL  JONES,  MINE  NO.  2, 
THOMAS  KERINS." 

"Collinsville,  111.,  February  25,  1911. 

"Mr.  Mose  Johnson: 

"Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  request  for  a  statement  of  facts  in 
the  case  of  the  Drivers'  trouble  at  Nigger  Hollow  mines,  I  give  them 
as  follows: 

"Before  the  suspension  of  work  April  1st,  1910,  the  drivers  and 
track  layers  received  $3.04  per  day,  and  all  other  shift  men  in  propor- 
tion. After  the  signing  up  of  Fifth  and  Ninth  District,  the  company 
refused  to  pay  any  premium  except  what  the  scale  called  for.  The 
shift  men  struck,  claiming  they  were  getting  a  reduction.  We  were 
out  about  nine  days  and  went  to  work  for  $2.70  and  oil.  We  worked 
then  about  three  (3)  weeks  when  we  were  notified  that  we  would  get 
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no  more  oil,  which  brought  on  another  strike  which  lasted  two  or  three 
days;  worked  about  a  month,  when  the  drivers  struck  for  $3.04  per 
day;  were  out  one  day. 

"At  the  second  strike  the  officers  notified  the  drivers  if  they  struck 
again  in  violation  of  the  agreement  they  would  be  compelled  to  fine 
them,  which  Mr.  Johnson,  as  District  Board  Member  was  compelled 
to  do  in  order  to  uphold  the  agreement,  and  I,  as  president  of  Local 
1899,  believe  he  acted  directly  in  line  with  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed)    THOMAS  WHITE, 

President  L.  U.  1899." 

Board  Member  Johnson — When  we  adjourned  the  first  Board  meet- 
ing we  notified  all  the  places  that  had  violated  the  agreement  that  if 
they  did  it  again  we  would  be  compelled  to  agree  to  their  being  fined. 
It  is  not  those  boys  who  have  been  hounding  the  Board,  It  is  a  set  of 
disturbers  who  are  doing  it.  You  have  a  fair  sample  here  on  this 
floor  of  what  some  men  in  the  Belleville  District  will  do.  If  that  is 
the  kind  of  men  the  United  Mine  Workers  is  made  up  of  I  have  no 
desire  to  serve  you  as  an  officer.  I  will  do  all  I  can  for  the  member- 
ship, but  when  I  give  my  word  I  am  going  to  live  up  to  it.  I  wish  to 
ask  President  Walker  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  I  made  that  promise  to  our 
own  Board,  and  if  our  own  Board  did  not  know  the  agreement,  and  if 
I  was  not  going  to  enforce  it? 

President  Walkjer — That  is  the  kind  of  a  statement  you  made 

Delegate  Veal — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  drivers'  wages  were  cut. 

Board  Member  Johnson — This  agreement  was  made  by  the  or- 
ganization. Each  and  every  local  had  a  representative  in  the  conven- 
tion that  made  the  agreement.  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  agree- 
ment that  was  made.  All  I  have  to  do  is  to  live  up  to  it.  I  was  not 
an  officer  under  the  old  agreement.  This  is  the  agreement  I  am  sup- 
posed to  enforce..  Is  it  not  a  fact,  Secretary  McDonald,  that  you  were 
notified  the  day  before  tjie  mine  was  closed  that  it  would  be  closed 
down? 

Secretary  McDonald — I  happened  to  be  invited  to  speak  in  Belle- 
ville on  that  labor  day.  While  there  the  President  of  the  local,  Nick 
Falcetti,  said,  "We  are  going  to  have  trouble  at  our  place  Tuesday 
morning."  I  asked  why  he  expected  trouble  and  he  said,  "The  drivers 
are  up  in  the  air.  They  are  going  to  ask  for  more  money."  I  asked 
if  he  could  not  make  them  understand  that  under  the  scale  they  could 
not  ask  for  more  money.  He  said  he  had  told  them  that,  but  he  was 
sure  they  would  tie  the  mine  up  the  first  day  they  would  work.  I 
said  if  they  wanted  to  contribute  what  the  contract  provided  for  such 


jactipas  they  could  do  so,  but  if  I  were  in  his  place  I  would  advise  them 
:not  to  tie  the  mine  up.  He  said  he  would  do  th^  best  he  could.  I  be- 
lieve on  Wednesday  I  had  a, telephone  message  from  the  sub-district 
office  informing  me  that  the  mine  had  been  shut  down  on  Tuesday. 

Delegate  Gleason— The  drivers'  trouble  at  the  Nigger  Hollow  mine 
is  a  periodical  occurrence.  It  happens  at  the  end  of  every  scale  year. 
'Previous  to  this  last  agreement  the  St.  Louis  and  O'Fallon  Coal  Com- 
pany agreed  to  sign  up  the  scale  and  pay  the  shot  firers.  The  drivers 
came  on  strike  for  three  dollars.  Owing  to  the  action  of  the  drivers 
the  operators  were  driven  into  the  Operators'  Association.  We  lost 
that  fight.  A  year  ago  this  month  the  drivers  at  Nigger  Hollow  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  :would  strike  for  $3.00.  They  were  getting 
-$2.56,  We  advised  them  not  to  do  it.  We  advised  them  to  pick  a  com- 
mittee to  go  to  the  operators  and  try  moral  suasion.  They  did  so. 
The  company  told  them  to  wait  a  few  days  and  they  wQuld  .give  them 
.an  answer.  Two  days  later  the  company  said,  they  would  give  them 
the  three  dollars  to  the  end  of  the  scale  year.  I  believe  they  also 
^ave  the  track  layers  three  dollars. 

When  we  started  up  last  year  in  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  District  the 
drivers  came  out  for  the  three  dollars,  claiming  they  were  getting  a 
-reduction.  The  state  officers  went  down  and  put  them  back  to  work. 
The  last  of  June  they  came  out  again.  The  company  told  them  that 
when  a  couple  of  barrels  of  oil  they  had  were  used  up  they  would  get 
no  more  oil.  Along  about  the  last  of  June  that  was  gone  and  the  com- 
pany did  not  furnish  any  more  oil.  The  drivers  came  out  on  strike. 
We  notified  them  after  that  was  settled  that  if  they  ever  came  out 
;again  they  would  be  fined.  About  the  last  of  August  it  was  reported 
ithat  the  strike  was  over  in  the  state  and  that  a  settlement  had  been 
•reached  in  Chicago.  The  drivers  said,  "If  there  is  a  settlement  made 
all  over  the  state  we  will  put  the  Nigger  Hollow  mine  on  the  bum." 
We  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it;  we  did  not  think  they  would  be 
mean  enough  to  do  it.  They  came  out  and  Board  Member  Johnson 
came  there  and  took  up  the  case.  He  fined  the  drivers  according  tp 
the  agreement.  The  members  of  our  local  have  no  grievance  agains,t 
Mose  Johnson.  I  do  not  believe  this  convention  will  go  on  record 
criticising  him  for  what  he  did  there,  for  everything  was  done  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  agreenient.  .  ,  . 

Secretary  McDonald  in  the  chair.  ^  ^ 

Delegate  Schilling — Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  Delegate  Gleason  a 
question? 

Secretary  McDonald — Will  you  answer?  ' 


Delegate  Gleason — Yes. 


j 
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Delegate  Schilling— Is  it  not  a  fact  that  after  the  drivers  had  tied 
up  the  Nigger  Hollow  mine,  striking  for  three  dollars,  some  of  them 
went  back  to  Shiloh  and  started  there  at  the  scale  price? 

Delegate  Gieason — Sure.  They  were  willing  to  put  the  Nigger  Hol- 
low mine  on  the  bum  and  go  elsewhere  and  work  for  the  scale  price. 

Delegate  Wilson  (G.  F.) — I  move  to  close  debate.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  car- 
ried. 

President  Walker — There  is  a  matter  I  want  to  bring  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  convention.  It  should  have  been  brought  here,  I  pre- 
sume, in  the  way  of  a  grievance.  That  is  more  than  anything  else 
the  reason  I  want  to  bring  it  up  at  this  time.  During  the  struggle  last 
summer  when  things  were  at  their  worst  the  Jones  and  Adams  Coal 
Company  of  Springfield  sent  for  me  to  go  to  Chicago  to  take  up  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  they  would  sign  the  contract.  I  went  there 
and  while  in  the  office  the  operators  themselves  almost  every  mem- 
ber of  their  Association,  called  Mr.  Jones  out  and  tried  to  persuade 
him  not  to  sign  the  contract.  He  did  not  sign  up  that  day,  but  agreed 
with  me  that  if  certain  conditions  were  carried  into  effect  he  would 
sign  up  in  a  day  or  so.  This  company  owns  the  largest  mine,  or  the 
mine  with  the  largest  output,  in  the  Springfield  District,  and  they  had 
control  of  six  other  mines  by  reason  of  their  selling  the  coal,  having  a 
contract  to  do  so. 

I  knew  at  that  time  the  signing  up  of  that  company  would  mean 
the  signing  up  of  these  other  companies  and  that  it  would  have  a  great 
deal  of  bearing  on  the  question  of  a  general  settlement,  particularly 
in  the  Springfield  District.  If  those  five  or  six  mines  started  to  work 
it  meant  the  taking  of  every  good  contract  this  field  supplies.  The 
operators  of  the  other  mines  that  were  lying  idle  would  dislike  very 
much  to  see  business  going  away  permanently,  and  consequently  some 
of  them  would  be  forced  to  sign  up. 

In  the  course  of  negotiations  it  was  brought  to  my  attention  that 
there  had  been  a  dispute  pending  for  a  considerable  number  of  months 
at  that  mine.  It  was  claimed  the  scales  were  in  bad  order  and  the 
men  had  been  getting  short  weight  at  that  mine.  The  case  had  been 
taken  up  some  months  before,  referred  to  a  commission,  and  that  com- 
mission had  taken  a  verbatim  report  of  the  evidence  in  the  case.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  men  who  were  on  our  side,  at  that 
time  there  was  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  or  three  weeks 
that  the  scales  had  been  in  bad  order  and  that  the  men  had  been  get- 
ting short-weighted.    That  case  had  not  been  settled.    The  men  were 
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contending  that  the  short  weight  be  made  up  for  six  months,  at  one 
other  time  the  scales  had  been  in  bad  condition  and  when  there  had 
been  a  controversy  about  it  immediately  afterwards.  This  dispute  was 
pending  at  the  time  they  opened  negotiations  looking  to  the  signing  of 
the  contract. 

After  going  over  the  whole  situation  Mr.  Jones  wanted  to  sign  up. 
He  had  been  opposed  to  the  strike  to  begin  with.  Mr.  Adams  took  an- 
other view  of  the  matter.  It  got  to  the  place  where  it  meant  giving 
up  their  prospects  for  their  own  contracts  if  they  did  not  sign  up  about 
that  time.  It  was  a  question  of  signing  up  their  contracts  about  that 
time  or  losing  them  and  fighting  the  matter  out  indefinitely.  After  dis- 
cussing the  matter  for  three  or  four  days  at  different  times,  Mr.  Jones 
made  this  proposition,  "If  the  cases  of  those  men  that  are  pending  are 
set  aside  I  will  sign  up  this  contract,  and  I  will  guarantee  that  four 
or  five  other  mines  will  be  signed  within  a  few  days." 

I  did  not  sign  up  at  the  time.  I  took  the  matter  under  advisement, 
made  a  little  investigation  of  my  own  account  and  found  that  from  the 
statement  made  by  part  of  the  men  on  our  side  representing  the  Board 
that  had  made  the  investigation,  there  was  not  more  than  two  or 
three  weeks  at  the  outside  of  that  shortage.  I  felt  that  right  at  that 
time  the  effect  of  the  Jones  and  Adams  Company  signing  up  would 
mean  much  more  to  us  and  to  the  men  who  were  involved  than  that 
amount  of  shortage  being  made  up  to  them.  Therefore  I  took  it  upon 
my  own  shoulders  to  sign  up  that  agreement  at  that  time.  I  might  add 
that  several  other  companies  did  sign  within  the  next  few  days. 

Just  about  the  time  of  the  last  eleci,ion  I  received  information 
that  representatives  of  the  Coal  Operators'  Association  were  tell-ng 
those  men  that  they  ought  to  take  the  case  up.  I  found  out  that  some 
other  people  who  might  be  benefitted  by  discrediting  the  Illinois  offi- 
cers at  that  time  were  working  around  to  get  the  case  up.  I  am  not 
saying  that  the  men  who  brought  the  case  up  in  the  local  union  did 
it  merely  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  these  people.  I  feel  that  they  were 
honest  and  thought  they  had  a  grievance  that  ought  to  be  adjusted. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  representatives  of  the  company,  the  Illinois 
Operators'  Association  and  these  other  people  interested  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  keeping  the  matter  continually  before  them.  As  a 
result  of  that  agitation  the  local  union  appointed  a  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  matter  up  with  me  and  advising  me  that  they 
intended  to  take  steps  to  get  what  they  believed  they  were  short  at 
the  expiration  of  the  old  contract. 

I  thought  there  would  be  plenty  of  trouble  in  our  International 
convention,  and  right  at  that  time  I  did  not  want  that  case  to  be  used 
as  a  basis  for  a  campaign  on  the  part  of  some  other  people.  Outside 
of  that,  if  the  men  did  lose  anything  as  a  result  of  that  settlement — 
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which  was  made  in  the  interests  of  all  the  men  in  the  state  and  to  get 
a  settlement  for  all  the  state — I  felt  the  thing  to  do  was  to  take  it  up 
in  our  own  convention.  I  talked  it  over  with  the  committee  and  agreed 
with  them  that  if  that  would  be  satisfactory  I  would  bring  the  matter 
up  in  this  meeting  and  would  recommend  to  this  convention  that  if 
the  men  lost  anything  because  of  short  weight  not  being  made  up,  as  a 
result  of  our  making  that  settlement  at  that  time,  that  it  would  be  paid 
out  of  the  state  treasury. 

Brother  Tom  Cooper  is  here  representing  that  local  union.  He 
knows  whether  or  not  I  have  made  a  correct  statement  of  the  facts 
of  the  case  as  they  were  reported  to  me.  I  feei  now  that  a  mistake 
was  made  in  not  having  it  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances,  allowing  them  to  get  the  evidence  on  both  sides  in 
regard  to  the  amount  involved,  and  make  a  recommendation  to  the 
convention.  I  am  sorry  Brother  Clark  is  not  here.  I  haven't  the  ver- 
batim  report  here  now,  but  I  feel  yet  that  the  thing  to  do — well,  I  don't 
know  whether  it  would  be  wise  to  do  it  or  not — but  if  we  get  through 
today  and  the  committee  cannot  act  on  it,  perhaps  the  thing  to  do  will 
be  to  refer  it  to  the  Executive  Board  with  a  recommendation  as  to 
what  shall  be  done  with  this  particular  matter.  I  would  like  to  have 
The  convention  consider  it  this  morning. 

Delegate  Shaw  (J.) — I  happened  to  be  on  the  commission  on  the 
Jones  and  Adams  case.  I  did  not  think  the  matter  would  come  up 
this  morning.  Board  Member  Clark  has  all  the  evidence.  The  state- 
ment made  by  President  Walker  is  I  believe  correct.  I  believe  these 
men  , according  to  the  evidence,  were  entitled  to  something.  They 
were  demanding  that  the  short  weight  be  made  up  for  six  months. 
They  went  to  work  in  the  new  Jones  and  Adams  and  took  up  the 
case.  According  to  the  evidence  they  sent  for  an  expert  themselves 
and  paid  him  five  dollars  to  go  out  and  test  the  scales.  He  went  out 
there,  tested  the  scales,  and  put  up  a  notice  certifying  that  they  were 
correct.  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  into  the  case  right  now  because  I 
never  had  a  copy  of  the  report.  Brother  Clark  has  the  copy.  I  be- 
lieve this  matter  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Cooper — We  had  some  trouble  out  there  in  regard  to  the 
scales.  I  will  give  you  an  idea  of  how  the  matter  was  shoved  along. 
In  July,  1909,  we  had  trouble  all  the  time.  The  men  were  constantly 
going  to  the  check  weighman  about  the  scales.  Their  weights  were 
not  satisfactory.  We  sent  for  this  expert.  He  came  out  there,  put  the 
test  weights  on  and  said  the  scales  were  correct.  He  put  up  a  notice 
and  went  away.  The  men  were  not  satisfied  with  what  he  had  done. 
They  still  complained.  In  January  Mr.  Coakus  and  Mr.  Brown  were 
selected  as  a  special  committee.  They  refused  to  let  us  test  the  scales 
during  running  hours.    They  said  if  we  wanted  to  test  the  scales  we 
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could  do  it  after  the  day's  work  or  on  Sunday.  We  did  not  want  to- 
test  the  scales  that  way  so  we  bought  scales  of  our  own,  took  it  down- 
into  the  mine  and  loaded  one  car  with  6,200.  We  sent  a  man  up  with 
that  car.  He  said  that  nothing  fell  off  at  all.  When  it  went  on  top  it 
weighed  6,000.  It  was  200  pounds  short.  We  loaded  another  with 
4,200,  and  when  it  went  on  top  it  weighed  4,000.  We  made  the  state- 
ment to  the  superintendent  and  demanded  that  200  pounds  for  the 
six  months. 

In  the  meantime  we  got  the  county  inspector  and  sent  for  an  ex- 
pert. We  laid  idle  on  Saturday.  We  refused  to  work  any  more  until 
the  scales  were  fixed.  We  got  the  inspector  and  an  expert  from 
Peoria  there  on  Sunday.  In  the  meantime  the  man  who  had  been  tink- 
ering with  the  scales  all  the  time  fixed  the  scales  as  they  should  have 
been  fixed.  When  the  inspector  went  up  there  they  sent  for  the  com- 
mittee to  come  and  see  the  scales  tested.  We  went.  I  sent  Brother 
Coakus  down  to  see  if  something  had  been  done  about  the  scales.  He 
asked  me  to  come  down  and  look.  They  had  put  a  piece  of  board  un- 
der the  fifth  arm,  as  I  call  it,  about  a  half  inch  thick.  I  refused  to 
have  the  scales  tested  until  that  block  was  taken  out.  We  stayed 
there  quite  a  while  and  then  I  consented  to  have  the  scales  tested. - 
They  were  found  all  right.  We  took  our  scales  down  below  again,  and 
the  scales  on  top  came  within  thirty  pounds  of  ours.  We  refused  to 
work  with  the  man  who  had  been  tinkering  with  the  scales.  I  guess 
he  heard  about  it,  for  he  did  not  come  back.  He  had  been  tampering 
with  it  all  the  time.   We  have  the  proof  to  show  that  he  had  done  so. 

We  took  the  case  up  with  the  commissioner  and  the  sub-district 
president.  The  sub-district  president  said  we  were  right  in  our  de- 
mands. After  that  the  superintendent  went  into  the  scale  room,  took 
an  affidavit  and  went  to  Chicago.  The  state  convention  was  on.  He 
took  it  up  there  and  President  Walker  appointed  President  Shaw, 
Brother  Wilson  and  Brother  Clark  as  a  committee  to  represent  the 
miners.  The  operators  appointed  Mr.  Simpson,  Mr.  Holmes  and  an- 
other man.  They  came  down  there  and  got  the  evidence  in  the  case 
all  the  way  through.  At  no  time  could  the  company  show  there  was 
not  a  shortage  in  the  weight.  The  only  dispute  was  as  to  the  length 
of  time  it  had  been  going  on.  They  thought  we  were  not  entitled 
to  six  months.  They  acknowledged  we  were  entitled  to  something,' 
but  they  disagreed  about  the  time. 

The  International  convention  was  in  session  in  Cincinnati.  They 
all  had  to  go  there.  It  was  after  the  Cincinnati  convention  adjourned 
before  I  told  Brother  Clark  it  was  said  in  the  office  they  were  shoving 
us  along  until  the  agreement  would  run  out  and  then  we  would  not 
get  anything.  Brother  Clark  stated  that  there  would  not  be  another 
wheel  turned  in  that  mine  until  the  question  was  settled.    The  men 
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were  under  the  impression  that  they  would  get  a  settlement  before  the 
mine  started  up.  When  the  conference  in  Chicago  between  Brother 
Walker  and  that  company  was  held  to  arrange  for  signing  up  they 
were  to  start  the  work  on  Sunday.  After  that  I  met  Brother  Wialker 
in  the  court  house  yard  and  he  said  "What  is  the  matter?  What  are 
you  raising  all  that  trouble  out  there  for?"  I  asked  what  trouble,  and 
he  said  he  had  not  the  time  to  explain  as  he  had  to  catch  a  train. 
Brother  Clark  came  up  just  then  and  said  that  a  man  had  telephoned 
out  to  the  company  and  told  them  that  there  would  be  no  work  there 
until  such  time  as  the  back  weight  was  paid.  The  superintendent 
asked,  "Who  is  it?"  and  the  answer  was  "Cooper." 

That  showed  that  they  were  fighting  me  for  being  on  the  commit- 
tee that  made  the  demand  or  for  finding  out  their  crookedness,  or 
they  were  going  to  fight  Brother  Walker.  Brother  Walker  wanted  a 
meeting  of  the  miners  right  away.  I  said,  "No,  there  will  be  no  meet- 
ing. I  am  President  of  the  local  and  there  will  be  no  meeting,  that 
mine  will  start."  We  started  and  work  went  along.  The  commission- 
ers were  after  us  day  and  night  to  get  that  mine  thrown  idle.  They 
were  creating  an  agitation  to  get  us  to  strike,  so  that  Brother  Walker 
would  get  it  in  the  neck.  I  told  Brother  Clark  the  situation  and  said 
I  wanted  to  meet  Brother  Walker.  I  told  him  I  wanted  to  keep  the 
thing  as  quiet  as  I  could  because  the  commissioners  were  fighting  the 
company  and  were  fighting  Walker.  I  told  the  men  about  it  and  they 
let  it  go  for  a  while.  Then  the  agitation  got  strong  again  and  they 
demanded  that  a  committee  go  to  Walker  and  see  where  he  got  his 
authority  to  give  the  back  weight  away.  I  was  on  that  committee. 
He  said  he  did  not  have  authority  from  anybody,  but  he  used  his  best 
judgment.  He  thought  it  was  a  means  of  helping  settle  the  strike  in 
this  state.  We  reported  to  the  local  and  they  sent  us  back  again.  They 
demanded  some  compensation  or  that  the  case  be  taken  up  somewhere 
else.  They  asked  us  to  bring  it  before  the  convention.  I  said  I  thought 
as  the  men  were  dissatisfied  it  ought  to  be  taken  up.  There  is  another 
thing  I  want  to  mention.  Tom  Holmes  took  the  evidence,  or  part  of 
it,  that  we  had.  That  was  the  knives  of  the  scale.  I  sent  for  them 
and  he  refused  to  give  them  to  Brother  John  Clark  without  permission 
from  Mr.  Scroggs.  They  are  still  holding  that  part  of  the  evidence  in 
order  to  create  a  disturbance. 

All  we  want  is  a  fair,  square  deal.  That  is  our  money;  we  worked 
for  it,  and  I  do  not  believe  any  of  you  would  want  to  give  away  anything 
you  worked  for.  The  demands  we  made  and  gave  to  Brother  Wialker 
amounted  to  $4,951.56  for  six  months  for  260  men.  I  think  that  is 
about  all  I  need  to  state  at  the  preesnt  time.  I  have  the  evidence 
taken  by  the  commission  appointed  by  President  Walker.  As  I  am  a 
little  hoarse  I  will  ask  Secretary  McDonald  to  read  it. 
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President  Walker — I  think  possibly  we  can  get  through  with  the 
work  of  this  convention  today.  I  believe  if  the  matter  is  referred  to 
the  Executive  Board  for  investigation,  and  if  they  find  out  that  the 
actual  amount  of  shortage  can  be  ascertained  it  may  be  settled. 

Delegate  Babb — I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Dis- 
trict Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Jackson — Our  president  said  he  made  that  settlement  and 
assumed  the  responsibility.  I  believe  he  was  honest  in  that  assertion. 
If  he  assumed  the  responsibility,  let  him  bear  it.  Not  one  cent  of  that 
shortage  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
and  I  am  opposed,  first,  last  and  all  the  time  to  starting  the  practice 
of  paying  the  shortage  of  the  operators.  There  are  hundreds  of  cases 
that  can  be  proved  throughout  the  state  and  if  this  convention  goes 
on  record  by  establishing  a  precedent  there  will  be  no  end  to  it.  I 
can  listen  to  the  proposition  to  buy  Dan  DeLeon's  pamphlets  on  In- 
dustrialism, and  I  can  listen  to  the  proposition  to  buy  the  bonds  of  the 
Chicago  Daily  Socialist,  but  I  cannot  stand  to  hear  a  proposition  to 
pay  the  operators'  shortage. 

President  Walker — As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am  willing  to  bear 
the  responsibility. 

Delegate  Jackson — I  know  you  are. 

President  Walker — I  made  that  settlement,  believing  it  was  the 
best  thing  to  do  at  that  time.  I  believe  yet  it  was  the  best  thing.  The 
fact  that  the  operators'  commissioners  were  working  day  and  night, 
not  only  with  Brother  Cooper,  but  with  the  rest  of  the  local  union, 
trying  to  kick  up  trouble  and  have  that  mine  closed  down,  is  the 
strongest  proof  to  me  that  it  was  the  best  thing  +o  do  at  that  time. 

I  knew  the  signing  of  that  contract  by  the  Jones  and  Adams  Com- 
pany meant  the  settlement  of  the  other  five  or  six  mines  in  the  sub- 
district.  I  believe  the  settlement  of  those  six,  seven  or  eight  mines 
really  finally  forced  the  operators  to  make  the  settlement  they  did. 
I  assumed  rather  a  different  attitude  toward  the  committee  when  they 
met  me.  I  told  those  men  if  I  were  a  miner  working  at  that  mine  and 
the  settlement  was  made  by  men  in  possession  of  the  facts  in  the 
case,  if  they  waived  that  shortage  as  a  condition  of  getting  that  agree- 
ment— which  meant  a  strong  influence  towards  getting  all  the  men  in 
the  state  at  work — I  would  feel  proud  that  I  had  contributed  a  little 
extra  towards  that  result  and  I  would  not  ask  to  be  paid  for  it.  Some 
of  the  men  on  the  committee  felt  the  same  way  about  it.  I  think  if 
it  had  been  left  entirely  to  Brother  Cooper  he  would  have  taken  that 
position;  but  he  is  here  speaking  this  morning  for  his  local  union  and 
the  sentiment  of  the  local  union  is  to  be  reimbursed. 
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They  could  have,  created  a'  great  deal  of  trouble  at  that  time. 
Knowing  that  the  operators  were  not  only  working  in  their  own  inter- 
ests, but  in  the  interests  of  another  gentleman  who  had  considerable 
influence  in  our  organization,  and  that  they  could  use  this  case  as  a 
basis  to  stretch  things  to  create  considerable  sentiment  in  their  inter- 
est and  against  the  men  in  charge  of  their  battle  at  that  time,  I  took 
the  course  I  did.  It  is  entirely  with  you  what  disposition  shall  be 
made  of  the  case. 

Delegate  King  (B.) — I  am  opposed  to  paying  men  who  have  been'^ 
shoi  t-weighted  at  any  mine  from  our  treasury.  I  don't  think  the  men 
who  are  working  in  this  state  send  the  money  to  Springfield  to  be  paid 
to  any  operator  in  the  state.   I  am  opposed  to  that  motion. 

Secretary  McDonald — As  a  general  proposition  the  position  taken, 
by  Brother  King  and  the  other  brother  over  here  is  absolutely  cor- 
rect. We  have  no  authority  to  pay  for  the  short  weight  of  any  com- 
pany, but  when  you  take  the  facts  into  consideration  and  know  the 
influences  that  were  brought  to  bear  by  certain  coal  comJ)anies  to 
prevent  the  Jones  and  Adams  Company  from  signing  up  I  think  you 
will  admit  we  were  justified  at  that  time  in  doing  almost  anything  to 
get  them  to  sign  up.  When  one  of  the  representatives  of  that  com- 
pany met  President  Walker  on  the  streets  of  this  city  and  was  talking 
about  the  general  situation  the  representatives  of  a  coal  company  with 
oflfices  immediately  across  the  street  saw  them,  and  at  once  telephoned 
to  Chicago  to  get  busy  with  the  Jones  and  Adams  Company,  that  they 
were  afraid  they  were  going  to  sign  up,  and  if  they  did  it  would  mean 
the  breaking  of  the  backbone  of  the  strike  in  the  Springfield  District 
if  not  in  the  entire  state. 

If  President  Walker  is  required  to  make  this  good  I  am  going' 
to  help  him  do  it,  and  I  think  any  honest  man  who  is  interested  in  the 
success  of  a  strike  would  be  willing  to  lend  his  assistance  to  make  it 
good  if  it  stood  in  the  way  of  a  general  settlement.  When  the  repre- 
sentatives of  this  coal  company  I  referred  to  telephoned  to  Chicago  to 
get  busy  with  the  Jones  and  Adams  people  they  immediately  got  in 
touch  with  the  International  office  and  a  conference  was  arranged  be* 
tween  the  representatives  of  our  organization,  or  a  representative  of 
our  International  organization.  That  conference  was  held  in  the  Clay- 
pool  Hotel,  Indianapolis,  and  the  strongest  argument  to  have  a  special 
conference  or  something  else  was  that  there  was  grave  danger  of  the 
Jones  and  Adams  Company  signing  up  which  would  go  a  good  ways 
towards  breaking  the  strike,  and  somebody  would  have  to  back  down 
on  his  compromise  proposition.  By  the  expenditure  of  a  few  dollars 
we  could  settle  that  strike,  and  as  a  result  of  that  we  could  save  a 
thousand  times  the  amount.    Which  was  the  best  course  to  pursue? 
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I  realize  that  President  Walker  did  assume  the  responsibility,  but 
if  I  had  been  with  President  Walker,  under  those  circumstances  I, 
would  have  shared  that  responsibility,  and  I  will  do  it  now.  If  Presi- 
dent Walker  is  required  to  make  that  good  I  will  do  my  best  to  help 
him.  When  Jones  and  Adams  signed  up  in  a  few -days  we  had  thd' 
strike  broken  in  the  Springfield  District  and  in  the  state.  Some  of 
the  operators  we,re  staying  at  a  hotel  run  by  a  representative  of  that 
company.  They  went  to  him  in  delegations,  they  telephoned  and, 
telegraphed  to  him,  and  used  every  possible  influence  to  have  him  re- 
fuse to  sign  up.  They  said,  "If  you  sign  the,  jig  is  up  and  the  strike  is, 
lost."  When  he  did  sign  up  and  a  committee  of  prominent  meia  went, 
to  him  he  said,  "You  are  too  late.  I  expected  you,  and.  .1,, have  already^ 
signed  up."  The  President  of  the  Operators'  Association  who  was, 
stopping  there  went  and  packed  his  grip  and  they  decided  to  put  his, 
hotel  on  the  boycott  list. 

I  agree  with  you  on  general  principles  and  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances that  I  would  not  consent  to  money  being  spent  for  that  pur- 
pose; but  the  operators  were  not  slow  in  paying  thousands  of  dollars 
to  send  the  detectives  out  througTi  the  state.  I  think  it  will  be  money 
well  spent  if  we  pay  it.  If  those  men  can  demonstrate  that  they  were 
short  I  am  willing  to  pay  my  share,  because  the  signing  up  of  that 
company  meant  the  breaking  of  the  strike  in  Illinois.  Only  a  few 
days  after  the  Jones  and  Adams  Company  signed  three  other  com- 
panies signed  up  and  the  strike  in  the  Springfield  District  was  broken. 
We  already  had  some  companies  signed  up  in  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Dis- 
tricts and  with  a  few  others  outside  we  had  the  strike  pretty  well 
broken.  ^ 

When  the  Jones  and  Adams  Company  signed  up  the  Operators 
threw  up  their  hands  and  said,  "The  jig  is  up."  However,  before  they 
did  that  they  sent  a  delegation  to  Indianapolis.  A  conference  was  held 
in  the  Claypool  Hotel.  The  way  we  got  this  information  and  other 
information  was  through  the  other  companies.  They  came  to  us  and 
said,  "We  want  to  sign  the  scale,  but  we  want  you  to  know  what  you 
are  up  against."  A  delegation  had  gone  to  Indianapolis,  and  they  staid 
in  the  Operators'  ,  Association  until  this  conference  committee  frorn 
Indianapolis  reported,  and  then  came  up  and  signed  the  scale  and  told 
us  what  was  transpiring  over  there. 

It  is  all  right  to  say  if  President  Walker  assumed  the  responsibility 
he  should  pay.  I  am  willing  to  assume  my  share  if  he  has  to  pay  it. 
It  was  money  well  spent.  It  saved  many  thousands  of  dollars  and 
meant  the  winning  of  the  strike.  If  this  convention  says  the  Executive 
Board  shall  not  have  the  authority,  then  President  Walker  and  myself, 
with  such  others  as  are  willing,  will  go  to  that  local  and  make  a  settle- 
ment and  pay  the  money  out  of  our  own  pockets  if  we  have  to  do  it.  . 
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Delegate  Rosan — I  move  the  previous  question.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — A  question  of  information,  Mr.  Chairman. 
Why  were  these  men  not  taken  into  a  conference  before  their  inter- 
ests were  sacrificed  in  such  a  way? 

President  Walker — We  discussed  the  matter  with  several  indi- 
viduals here  in  Springfield.  I  don't  know  whether  you  have  had  an 
experience  of  this  kind  in  the  past  or  not — when  you  get  an  oppor- 
tunity and  miss  it  some  influence  will  appear  and  that  opportunity 
will  be  gone.  After  satisfying  myself,  or  feeling  satisfied  that  there 
was  not  a  great  deal  involved,  having  the  opportunity  to  sign  up  and 
knowing  what  it  meant,  I  didn't  want  to  take  any  chance  of  losing 
that  opportunity. 

Delegate  Dove — Did  this  occur  under  the  present  agreement? 

President  Walker — No,  under  the  old  agreement. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  am  firmly  convinced  it  was  a  wise  step 
for  you  to  take.  I  think  the  benefits  were  worth  the  sacrifice,  but  t 
think  if  it  had  been  possible  to  take  these  men  into  a  conference  they 
might  have  conceded  this  and  let  you  settle  it  without  having  to  bring 
it  here. 

President  Walker — There  wasn't  a  particle  of  doubt  in  my  mii:d, 
and  there  isn't  yet,  that  if  we  had  got  a  meeting  preceding  the  settle- 
ment and  explained  what  it  meant  we  would  have  got  a  unanimous 
vote  of  those  men  in  favor  of  the  proposition.  The  trouble  was  that 
if  we  held  that  meeting  every  operator  in  the  country  would  have 
known  what  the  Jones  and  Adams  Company  was  going  to  do.  The 
Lord  only  knows  what  the  railroad  and  other  interests  could  have 
done  with  Jones  if  we  let  them  know  what  we  were  doing.  When  we 
had  the  able  opposition,  not  only  of  the  coal  operators,  but  of  all  these 
financial  institutions,  the  railroads  and  the  banking  interests,  and  on 
top  of  that  able  opposition  in  our  own  organization,  I  didn't  take  any 
more  chances  than  I  could  help  at  that  time.  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinced we  could  have  got  an  almost  unanimous  vote  on  the  proposition 
if  we  had  had  time  and  opportunity  to  take  it  up  with  the  men  before 
the  settlement  was  made. 

Of  course  after  the  settlement  was  made  they  had  nothing  to  lose 
by  taking  it  up.  Men  who  might  have  been  influenced  to  vote  for  the 
settlement  before  would  not  do  it  afterwards.  Since  that  time  the 
operators'  commissioners  and  the  coal  operators  have  had  their  men 
working,  not  only  on  Brother  Cooper,  but  on  other  members  of  that 
local  union;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  operators'  influence  nor  the  in- 
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fluence  of  the  commissioners  that  is  responsible  for  Brother  Cooper 
bringing  it  up  here.  I  would  not  swear  to  that  for  the  rest  of  them. 
It  may  be  some  of  them  got  as  much  as  their  share  of  the  shortage 
in  the  coal  would  amount  to  for  kicking  up  the  opposition  in  the  local 
union  and  forcing  the  question  to  an  issue;  but  judging  from  what  the 
operators  did  in  other  directions,  I  feel  sure  they  would  not  be  averse 
to  paying  that  price  to  create  trouble  at  that  time. 

A  Delegate — ^Are  you  under  any  personal  obligations  to  pay  these 
men? 

President  Walker — No,  the  only  thing  I  agreed  to  do  was  to  rec- 
ommend to  this  convention  that  they  pay  it. 

Delegate  Clark  (J.) — If  this  case  is  referred  to  the  Executive 
Board  will  they  go  on  the  evidence  of  the  committee  that  investigated? 

President  Walker — They  will  take  the  verbatim  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  any  other  evidence  that  can  be  secured. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — ^Will  a  substitute  be  in  order? 

Delegate  Rosan — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  This  convention 
doesn't  want  to  stay  here  listening  to  that  fellow  pow-wow  all  the 
time.   A  motion  to  close  debate  has  been  carried. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 
I  don't  pow-wow  any  more  than  that  brother.  I  take  notice  that  when 
anything  does  not  suit  him  he  wants  debate  closed. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Board  was  carried  by  a  vote 
of  147  to  35. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — Can  I  explain  my  vote  on  this  question? 
The  reason  I  voted  against  the  proposition  is  this:  I  had  a  suggestion 
In  my  mind  that  if  it  were  referred  to  the  local  union  from  this  con- 
vention that  it  was  the  sense  of  this  convention  that  Brother  Walker 
acted  for  the  best  interests  of  the  organization  and  that  they  concede 
the  back  weight,  it  would  have  saved  this  convention  from  going  on 
record  paying  for  back  weight  the  operators  ought  to  pay  them- 
selves. 

President  Walker — The  matter  is  disposed  of  now. 

Delegate  Allen — I  want  to  state  my  reasons  for  voting  against  it. 

A  Delegate — I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  roll  call  on  this.  You 
voted  against  giving  a  few  thousand  dollars  to  the  Daily  Socialist. 
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President  Walker— I  don't  know  how  much  it  will  amount  to  andi 
I  thi^k  the  local  union  will  get  the  opportunity  Brother  Hindmarsti- 
referred  to.  .  i| 

Delegate  Dougall — I  want  to  ask  Brother  McDonald  if  correspoh- 
dence  has  not  come  from  Local  2679?  I  think  it  was  referred  to  this 
convention.  ' 

Secretary  McDonald — Was  it  in  regard  to  Hillsboro? 

Delegate  Dougall — Yes. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  will  get  that  correspondence  and  bring  it 
over  this  afternoon.    That  is  a  matter  that  has  been  overlooked. 

Secretary  Williams — That  completes  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Appeals  and  Grievances.  The  report  is  signed  by  the  committee 
in  full. 

JAMES   HINDMARSH,  Chairman, 
BEN  WILLIAMS,  Secretary, 
O.  B.  BROWN, 
A.  A.  PEARCB, 
FRED  M.  JONES, 

Committee. 

Delegate  Greer — There  is  a  woman  here  from  Clinton,  Indiana, 
whose  husband  was  killed  on  the  cage  some  time  ago.  Coal  fell  on 
him  and  crushed  his  head.  He  was  taken  to  his  home  and  died  that 
evening.  The  company  refused  to  pay  the  woman  any  damages  for 
the  death  of  her  husband.  She  brought  suit  and  was  forced  to  com- 
promise because  a  cousin  of  one  of  the  operators  was  the  only  wit- 
ness to  the  accident.  He  was  working  for  the  Dering  Coal  Company 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  She  only  received  $100,  and  paid  the  lawyer 
one-fourth  of  that  amount.  That  amount  has  been  expended  and  she 
is  now  out  of  funds.  She  has  four  children,  the  oldest  not  more  than' 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age.  Her  household  goods  are  mort-^ 
gaged,  and  she  has  nothing  to  go  on.  Mr.  Brown  of  the  Danville  Dis^ 
trict  signed  her  credentials.  Brother  Walker  also  signed  them.  She 
is  here  to  see  if  you  can  give  her  some  assistance.  '  'r 

Delegate  Russell — Have  we  not  a  committee  to  consider  appeals 
for  financial  aid? 

President  Walker — Yes,  there  is  a  committee  of  three.  The  com- 
mittee will  meet  this  lady  &nd  take  the  matter  up. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION.. 

Delegate  Lewis,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  continued  the  re-' 
port  of  the  committee,  as  follows: 
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Secretary  Lewis — The  following  is  the  resolution  called  for  by 
Delegate  Hefferly: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  72. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
Brothers — The  undersigned  submits  for  your  consideration  th^ 
following  amendments  to  the  constitution: 

Strike  out  the  words  "One  from  each  former  inspection  district" 
in  Section  1  of  Article  II  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "com- 
posed of  the  sub-district  presidents."  Also,  in  Section  1,  Article  XI, 
strike  out  the  words,  "Election  of  members  of  State  Executive  Board. 
Members  of  the  State  Executive  Board  shall  be  elected  by  the  popular 
vote  of  each  former  Inspection  District  in  which  they  hold  member- 
ship;" also  the  words,  on  lines  6  and  7  , page  22,  "seven  members  of 
the  State  Executive  Board." 

(Signed)    FRANK  HEFFERLY,  L.  U.  848. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  believe  the  sub-district  presidents  ought  to 
constitute  the  District  Executive  Board.  It  is  well  known  that  under 
the  contracts  we  have  the  sub-district  president  has  to  handle  all  the 
cases  before  they  come-  to  the  Board.  As  a  result  he  knows  the  case 
from  A  to  Z.  Before  the  case  can  be  appealed  to  the  state  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  a  Board  member  go  over  the  same  work  the  sub-district 
president  has  done.  I  contend  that  that  is  unnecessary.  I  believe  if 
this  is  adopted  there  will  not  be  so  many  appeals  going  to  the  Dis- 
trict Executive  Board.  If  the  operators  l^now  the  Board  is  composed 
of  the  sub-district  presidents  they  will  know  there  will  not  be  so 
many  cases  settled  in  their  favor.  They  know  the  sub-district  presi- 
dents uphold  our  people  in  their  contentions.  When  they  go  before 
the  Board  they  think  they  will  get  the  cases  reversed.  There  is  also 
too  much  delay  under  the  present  system.  A  discharge  case  goes  to 
the  Board  member  after  it  leaves  the  sub-district  president.  If  the  sub- 
district  president  was  the  Board  member  the  case  could  be  settled 
quickly.  I  believe  we  would  save  a  great  deal  of  money.  It  would  be 
a  substantial  saving  if  the  Executive  Board  was  composed  of  the 
sub-district  presidents. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  rise  to  oppose  the  resolution  and  to  con- 
cur in  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  fail  to  see  from  the  arguments 
or  the  statements  of  the  brother  how  it  will  curtail  the  expense  of  this 
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organization  in  any  way  if  the  resolution  is  adopted.  If  the  sub-dis- 
trict president  acted  as  Board  member  he  would  be  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  Board  member  is  now,  and  as  a  consequence  the  sub-dis- 
trict vice-president  would  have  to  be  continually  in  the  field. 

Brother  Hefferly  stated  that  the  sub-district  president  would  know 
all  about  the  cases  in  the  field  and  he  ought  to  be  the  Board  member. 
If  a  sub-district  president  acted  as  a  Board  member,  he  would  not 
know  any  more  about  the  cases  than  the  Board  members  do  now.  If 
I  am  correctly  informed,  each  Board  member  has  all  the  work  he  can 
do.  If  you  make  a  change  and  the  sub-district  presidents  act  as  Board 
members  the  vice-presidents  and  secretary-treasurers  of  the  sub-dis- 
tricts will  have  to  be  continually  in  the  field  taking  up  the  work  the 
sub-district  president  now  has  charge  of.  I  do  not  see  how  it  will  save 
anything  for  this  organization.  If  you  want  to  place  that  burden  of  ex- 
pense on  the  sub-district  it  will  mean  a  saving  to  the  state  treasury. 
I  think  the  matter  as  it  is  now  arranged  is  as  well  as  you  can  arrange 
it.  In  my  district  the  vice-president  is  not  in  the  field  except  as  he  is 
needed,  and  he  is  paid  as  he  is  needed.  If  you  make  this  change  he 
will  be  in  the  field  continually  and  so  will  the  secretary.  Now  they 
are  only  in  the  field  when  they  are  called  out.  I  understand  there  are 
some  districts  where  the  president,  vice-president  and  secretary-treas- 
urer are  in  the  field.  I  cannot  see  for  the  life  of  me  where  that  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  will  benefit  us  in  any  way. 

Delegate  Greenan — Has  the  committee  considered  the  resolution 
from  694. 

Secretary  Lewis — We  have  several  resolutions  advocating  prac- 
tically the  same  changes. 

Delegate  Greenan — While  my  resolution  bears  on  the  same  sub- 
ject it  deals  with  it  in  a  different  form.  Have  you  handled  that  res- 
olution? 

Secretary  Lewis — We  handled  all  the  resolutions,  and  non-con- 
curred in  all  the  resolutions  bearing  on  this  subject.  I  will  read  the 
resolution  you  call  for. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — T  move  the  previous  question. 

President  Walker — The  chair  did  not  recognize  you,  Delegate 
Davis. 

Secretary  Lewis — The  following  is  the  resolution  called  for  by 
Delegate  Greenan: 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  A6. 

Girard,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conven- 
tion, District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  Last  year  at  our  annual  convention  the  question  of  re- 
districting  the  state  and  making  the  sub-district  presidents  constitute 
the  State  Executive  Board  was  taken  up;  and. 

Whereas,  A  committee  of  ten  was  appointed  to  take  the  matter 
up  and  bring  in  a  report,  which  they  did,  and  reported  as  follows: 

"We,  your  committee,  appointed  by  President  McDonald  to  take 
up  the  question  of  re-districting  the  state,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report:  'Realizing  the  importance  of  this  matter  we  feel 
we  are  unable  to  give  it  proper  consideration  on  such  short  notice. 
We  recommend  further  that  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of 
three  to  make  the  thorough  investigation  necessary  to  bring  about 
the  desired  results,  the  committee  to  submit  a  report  to  the  next  an- 
nual convenion  for  its  adoption  or  rejection.' 

(Signed)    D  W.  DAVIS, 
JOE  LOFTUS, 
BEN  WILLIAMS." 

A  substitute  was  offered  by  Delegate  E.  Williams  as  follows: 
"That  the  State  Board  members-elect  and  the  Sub-district  Presidents, 
together  with  the  President,  the  Vice-President  and  Secretary-Treas- 
urer shall  constitute  a  re-districting  board  to  meet  some  time  this 
coming  summer,  and  that  in  the  elections  next  year  the  sub-district 
presidents  of  the  re-districted  sub-districts  shall  constitute  the  Dis- 
trict Board." 

The  above  substitute,  with  an  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Mc- 
Artor,  providing  that  the  findings  of  the  Board  be  put  to  a  referendum 
vote,  was  adopted  by  the  last  State  convention.  This  matter  has  been 
overlooked  or  neglected,  as  there  has  been  nothing  heard  from  that 
Board;  and. 

Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  694  believe  that 
this  is  an  important  question  and  should  be  decided  one  way  or  the 
other;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual 
Convention  of  District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  take  this  question  up  and 
act  on  it;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  State  be  re-districted  and  the  sub-district  pres- 
idents constitute  the  District  Board. 

(Signed)    ROBERT  McCRAY,  President, 
A.  HENRY,  Secretary, 
JAMES  GRBENAN,  Delegate, 

L.  U.  694. 


Minutes  of  the  Tiventy-Second  Annual  Convention 

President  Walker — I  haven't  the  proceedings  with  me,  but  the 
action  of  the  last  convention  was  that  at  some  time  during  the  year 
the  state  organization  w9uld  call  a  joint  conference  of  the  state  offi- 
cers and  the  sub-district  officers  and  re-district  the  entire  state.  They 
were  then  to  provide  for  one  set  of  officers  to  act  in  place  of  the  sub- 
district  presidents  and  the  State  Board  members.  The  District  Ex- 
ecutive Board  has  not  had  time,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  attend- 
ing to  the  other  work  of  the  organization,  to  call  a  conference  to  take 
up  that  matter  during  the  entire  year  since  I  have  been  in  office. 

Secretary  Lewis — The  committee  non-concurs  in  all  resolutions 
bearing  on  this  subject. 

i  :  '  -     ■       .  ,  ,  ■ 

.r-  Delegate  Greenan — I  would  like  to  know  what  was  the  idea  of 
President  McDonald  in  recommending  such  action  if  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  was  for  the.  benefit  of  the  organization?  We  had  a  resolu- 
tion in  last  year  bearing  on  this  subject.  Delegate  Hefferly  has  pro- 
duced the  argument  we  would  produce  in  favor  of  this  change.  Secre- 
tary McDonald  at  that  time  President  McDonald  made  recommenda- 
tions. The  convention  took  action  and  seemed  to  be  favorably  in- 
clined. 

I  do  not  think  this  section  of  the  constitution  ought  to  be  passed 
over  in  this  way.  Going  through  the  courts  of  our  organization  now 
is  a  good  deal  like  going  through  the  courts  of  the  country— there  is 
too  much  red  tape  and  it  takes  too  long  to  get  a  decision.  That  is  the 
reason  for  the  agitation  to  cut  out  some  of  the  courts.  We  believe  it 
will  benefit  us  when  we  take  up  cases.  The  sub-district  presidents 
would  be  more  vitally  interested  and  would  look  at  these  cases  in  a 
different  light  from  the  board  member.  We  believe  our  cases  will  be 
better  taken  care  of  before  such  a  board. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  made  the  recommendation  a  year  ago 
when  I  was  district  president.  I  thought  it  would  be  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  organization  if  the  recommendation  was  complied  with. 
I  recommended  that  a  committee  be  selected  by  the  convention  to 
take  up  the  question  of  re-districting  the  state  and  consolidate  the 
office  by  either  having  the  sub-district  presidents  made  the  board  mem- 
bers or  the  board  members  made  the  sub-district  presidents.  Expe- 
rience since  that  time  has  convinced  me  that  it  must  be  done  sooner 
or  later.  I  do  not  say  this  to  create  any  feeling  between  the  sub- 
district  presidents  and  the  board  members,  as  I  believe  they  are  do- 
ing their  duty  as  they  see  it.  As  Brother  Greenan  said,  a  case  can 
drag  along  now  for  weeks  before  final  action  is  taken. 

Our  membership  has  doubled  since  the  board  was  created,  and  our 
work  has  doubled.  They  have  found  it  necessary  in  some  parts  of  the 
state  to  put  out  additional  sub-district  officers.    An  operator  who  is 
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not  satisfied  with  the  position  taken  by  the  local  union  and  has  the 
appeal  taken  to  the  sub-district  officer  has  a  right  to  say  to  the  sub- 
district  officer,  "I  won't  take  your  opinion  for  this,  I  will  refer  it  to 
the  board  member."  He  does  not  need  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
board  member  and  will  appeal  to  the  state. 

I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  the  convention  will  re-district  the 
state,  giving  the  board  members  a  more  proportionate  territory  to 
handle.  If  a  board  member  fails  to  get  a  matter  adjusted;  when  it  is 
taken  to  the  Joint  Executive  Board  it  will  bring  about  better  results. 
You  will  notice  that  in  about  ninety  per  cent  of  the  cases  in  some 
districts  when  the  local  union  takes  a  position  the  sub-district  presi- 
dent or  the  sub-district  officer  who  is  there  confirms  the  position 
taken  by  the  local  union.  I  am  not  going  to  criticise  the  sub-district 
president,  but  in  many  instances  the  board  member  has  to  go  there 
and  say  the  sub-district  president  was  wrong.  As  a  result  of  that  the 
local  will  say,  "Our  sub-district  officers  staid  with  us,  but  our  board 
member  turned  us  down.  We  will  appeal  to  the  convention  from  his 
decision,  because  he  is  not  doing  his  duty." 

It  is  rather  a  complicated  matter  to  re-arrange  the  affairs  of  our 
organization  and.  get  the  best  results.  I  went  over  a  map  with  the 
intention  of  trying  to  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to 
what  the  re-districting  should  be  and  how  the  matter  could  be  ar- 
ranged for  the  best  interests  of  our  membership.  It  is  a  rather  diffi- 
cult problem.  Recently  I  heard  of  a  map  that  is  out  showing  the  loca- 
tion of  every  mine  in  the  state,  the  county  in  which  it  is  located,  the 
railroads  and  everything  of  that  kind,  and  as  soon  as  I  get  time  I 
will  get  that  map  and  take  the  matter  up  again.  There  is  no  question 
that  the  taking  up  of  our  cases  is  similar  to  the  civil  courts.  The  case 
is  first  taken  up  in  the  local,  which  is  the  justice  court,  and  from 
there  is  taken  to  the  various  courts.  In  the  many  years  we  have 
been  organized  there  has  been  no  increase  in  our  official  staff  so  far 
as  the  state  is  concerned.  That  has  placed  some  of  our  board  mem- 
bers where  they  must  work  day  and  night  and  Sunday  or  the  cases 
drag  along.  That  is  true  in  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Districts.  I  notice 
that  complaints  come  to  our  convention  almost  every  year  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  The  other  districts  are  not  so  badly  situated  in  that 
respect. 

Sooner  or  later  we  must  either  make  our  board  members  the  sub- 
district  presidents  or  we  must  make  the  sub-district  presidents  the 
state  board  members.  I  don't  care  which  it  is.  I  want  to  see  the 
state  re-districted  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  better  results,  and  we  will 
make  the  man  who  takes  the  case  up  from  th*e  local  union  absolutely 
responsible  for  it.  If  a  man  gives  the  local  union  the  wrong  informa- 
tion and  has  upheld  them  when  they  should  not  be  upheld,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned  he  will  be  told  what  his  duty  is.   I  have  had  complaints 
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from  a  number  of  local  unions  where  the  sub-district  president  had 
gone  there  and  told  them  they  were  right.  He  has  stated  that  he 
could  not  settle  the  matter,  and  then  the  board  member  would  have 
to  go  there  and  tell  them  they  were  wrong.  As  a  result  letters  came 
to  me  preferring  charges  against  the  board  member  and  saying  he 
was  working  in  the  interests  of  the  operators  and  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  miners.  As  President  Walker  said,  our  board  has  been  very 
busy  during  the  year,  and  for  that  reason  nothing  was  done  in  the. 
matter.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  something  ought  to  be  done, 
and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  entire  mem- 
bership. 

Secretary  Lewis — The  committee  did  not  take  the  position  that 
the  state  should  not  be  re-districted  or  that  the  sub-disrict  presidents 
should  not  be  the  board  members.  We  did  not  have  the  information 
at  hand  that  was  necessary  in  order  to  make  a  report.  We  are  not 
in  a  position  at  this  time  to  incorporate  in  the  constitution  matters 
bearing  on  this  because  we  have  not  the  time  to  do  it  and  we  have 
not  the  information  at  hand.  A  special  committee  of  ten  was  ap- 
pointed in  the  last  annual  convention  to  handle  this  question.  Through 
a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  situation  existing  in  different  parts  of  the 
state  and  through  lack  of  time,  that  committee  failed  to  bring  in  a 
satisfactory  report.  In  the  last  year  affairs  in  the  state  have  been  in 
a  chaotic  condition.  For  that  reason  the  oflScers  did  not  have  time 
to  take  up  the  matters  as  recommended  by  the  last  convention.  The 
committee  therefore  felt  they  did  not  have  time  to  frame  up  some- 
thing that  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  entire  state. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  move  that  we  suspend  the  rules  and  extend  an 
invitation  to  David  Ross,  Secretary  of  the  State  Labor  Bureau,  to  ad- 
dress the  convention.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Walker — Delegate  Lord  will  escort  Secretary  Ross  to 
the  stage.  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  an  ex-official  of  our  organiza- 
tion, a  member  and  an  officer  in  the  early  days  when  our  organization 
was  not  as  popular  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  He  has  for  a  number 
of  years  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Bureau  of  State  Labor  Statis- 
tics— Brother  David  Ross. 

»  Secretary  Ross — I  do  not  feel  under  any  obligations  to  the  dele- 
gate who  suggested  that  I  make  a  speech.  That  is  one  of  the  things 
usually  I  try  to  avoid.  I  xlon't  know  that  I  have  been  endowed  with 
ability  as  a  speech  maker,  and  yet  speech  making  is  an  art  that  a 
great  many  of  our  people  seem  to  acquire  very  readily — especially 
some  of  the  officials,  for  instance,  of  the^  Mine  Workers'  organization. 
Somebody  said  here  the  other  day  that  this  was  not  a  miners'  con- 
vention so  much  as  a  school  of  oratory,  that  there  was  hardly  a  ques- . 
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tion  within  tlie  domain  of  government  that  the  delegates  had  not  been 
discussing,  and  some  of  them  in  a  very  able  way.  .  The  art  of  speaking 
without  saying  anything  is  a  very  valuable  one. 

Now  I  want  to  express  my  very  great  appreciation  of  this  compli- 
ment. I  came  here  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  paying  my  re- 
spects to  the  representatives  of  the  Mine  Workers'  Union  of  Illinois, 
and  with  no  expectation  of  being  called  on  to  speak.  If  it  comes  to 
that  I  feel  personally  that  I  have  as  much  license  possibly  to  steal 
a  part  of  your  time  as  ^.nybody  in  this  meeting.  I  feel  that  in  the 
years  gone  by  at  least  I  have  been  one  of  you,  and  in  my  own  little 
way  have  done  what  I  could  in  the  discouraging  years  when  I  helped 
in  the  work  of  organizing  the  miners  of  this  state. 

Times  have  changed,  times  are  always  changing.  There  is  just  a 
little  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  brothers  to  disparage  the 
old  class  of  leaders.  That  may  be  natural,  there  may  be  an  excuse 
for  it.  I  do  not  entertain  any  feeling  at  all  on  the  subject,  but  some 
of  our  big  leaders  in  the  past  have  not  received  the  share  of  recogni- 
tion to  which  perhaps  they  are  entitled.  There  are  men  in  Illinois  to- 
day who  were  holding  the  banner  of  unionism  aloft  when  it  meant  a 
great  deal  more  to  proclaim  unionism  and  loyalty  to  organized  labor 
than  it  does  today.  It  is  popular  now  to  preach  unionism,  it  was  not 
in  those  days,  I  want  to  say,  in  my  candid  opinion,  that  you  men  and 
your  organization  are  under  a  great  load  of  debt  and  obligation  to  the 
men  who  in  the  early  days  scattered  the  seed  and  laid  the  ground  work 
for  this  great  organization  you  now  have.  I  want  to  say  furthermore 
that  I  believe  in  the  main  that  service  is  appreciated  by  the  men  who 
are  in  charge  of  your  union  today  and  also  by  the  rank  and  file.  The 
new  men  who  have  come  into  the  organization  know  nothing  about  the 
men  of  the  organization  in  the  early  days,  do  not  know  about  condi- 
tions then,  and  they  are  not  expected  to  be  around  the  street  cor- 
ners blowing  about  their  service  to  the  organization  in  the  past. 

I  hardly  know  what  I  am  expected  to  say,  and  perhaps  I  might 
pursue  the  usual  policy  of  talking  a  little  without  saying  nothing.  We 
had  a  convention  a  couple  of  months  ago  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles 
to  which  I  was  a  delegate,  the  American  Mining  Congress,  which 
Brother  Walker,  Brother  McDonald  and  other  officers  of  your  union 
have  from  time  to  time  attended.  There  came  up  in  the  course  of 
that  convention  a  discussion  concerning  the  fuel  resources  of  this 
country.  There  were  present  at  that  convention  Mr.  Pinchot  and 
other  big  men  of  the  nation  who  have  acquired  something  of  a  reputa- 
tion along  certain  lines  known  as  conservation.  Now,  every  intelli- 
gent man  believes  in  conservation  and  every  intelligent  man  preaches 
the  doctrine  of  conservation.  It  is  simply  a  question  as  to  the  phase 
of  the  policy,  simply  a  question  of  what  extremes  men  might  go  in  ad- 
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vocating  certain  ideas.  Some  weeks  prior  to  that  convention  Mr. 
Pinchot  had  given  out  an  interview  in  which  he  intimated  there  was 
danger  of  an  early  exhaustion  of  fuel  in  this  country.  That  suggested 
to  my  mind  the  fuel  resources  of  my  own  state.  As  a  representative 
of  Illinois  I  felt  I  was  competent  to  discuss  that  question. 

In  the  course  of  my  remarks  in  that  convention  I  had  occasion  to 
say,  speaking  of  Illinois  alone,  and  Illinois  is  only  one  of  a  great  many 
coal  producing  states,  many  of  them  greater  coal  producing  states  than 
our  own,  that  there  is  some  40,000  square  miles  of  our  territory  that 
is  underlaid  with  coal;  that  there  are  some  sixteen  different  seams, 
varying  from  a  few  inches  to  ten  and  twelve  and  fifteen  feet  thick, 
and  the  statisticians  had  figured  on  the  subject  and  had  concluded  there 
was  a  total  content  varying  here  in  Illinois  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  billion  tons  of  coal.  Striking  a 
fair  average  between  these  extremes,  it  is  safe  to  say  there  is  possibly 
available  in  the  way  of  coal  production  here  in  Illinois  alone  a  total 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  billion  tons. 

It  happened  that  the  week  before  we  met  in  Los  Angeles  Mr. 
Llewellyn  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade,  had  issued 
a  table  showing  the  amount  of  coal  consumed  by  the  different  coun- 
tries of  the  earth.  In  the  twenty-five  years  from  1885  to  1909,  in- 
clusive, he  listed  the  United  States  as  consuming  five  hundred  and 
twelve  billion  tons  of  coal.  On  that  basis  of  consumption  there  is 
coal  enough  hid  away  in  the  strata  of  Illinois  ^y  that  old  miser  the 
sun  to  meet  all  the  industrial  and  commercial  demands  of  the  United 
States  for  the  next  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  and  there 
would  be  enough  left  over  at  the  end  of  that  period  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple to  understand  and  to  learn  where  the  devil  gets  his  fuel. 

There  is  seemingly  no  apparent  danger  of  any  early  exhaustion  of 
fuel.  However,  it  is  important  that  what  we  take  out  shall  be  taken 
out  in  the  most  workmanlike  way.  That  is  a  question  that  affects 
directly  the  interests  of  the  present  generation.  But  when  it  comes 
to  quantity,  my  suspicion  is  that  we  have  too  much.  My  judgment  is 
that  there  is  too  much  coal  and  I  know  there  are  too  many  coal  min- 
ers. The  legitimate,  normal  market  demands  of  the  state  and  of  the 
country  will  not  permit  your  employment  for  very  much  more  than 
one-half  time  during  the  year.  Now,  where  you  have  a  condition  of 
that  kind  the  tendency  is  to  depress  wages,  in  spite,  if  you  please,  of 
your  organization;  because  up  to  this  time  you  have  not  been  able  to 
completely  cover  all  the  points  in  the  competitive  field,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence the  non-union  sections  of  the  United  States  are  getting  more 
than  their  legitimate  share  of  your  limited  coal  markets,  and  the 
organized  workers  are  being  deprived  of  their  share.  I  will  not  say  it 
is  your  fault  that  you  have  not  been  able  to  organize  all  these  men. 
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I  know  that  you  have  made  the  effort,  I  know  you  have  spent  lots  of 
money;  but  unfortunately,  the  work  has  not  yet  been  completed, 
and  unfortunately  in  that  very  part  of  the  competitive  district,  prin- 
cipally West  Virginia,  where  the  conditions  are  the  most  simple,  where 
coal  is  easy  of  access  and  where  it  can  be  procured  under  the  least 
expensive  condititions.  That  is  a  factor  your  union  has  been  com- 
pelled to  deal  with  from  the  time  of  its  organization. 

This  brings  up  in  a  way,  if  you  will  permit  it,  another  question — 
to  what  extent  ought  you  to  be  allowed  to  fix  the  condition  under 
which  the  principle  of  competition  operates?  It  is  only  a  few  years 
since  I  was  criticised  as  a  member  of  the  Illincfis  General  Assembly 
for  opposing  what  presumed  to  be  an  anti-trusl  law.  Some  of  my 
miner  friends  were  kind  enough  to  say  that  Ros.s  had  sold  out  to  the 
trusts.  Now  1  had  not  done  so.  I  opposed  the  consideration  and  the 
enactment  of  the  Merritt  Bill  twenty  years  ago  in  Illinois,  not  from 
any  trust  consideration  or  from  any  financial  consideration,  because 
I  realized  at  that  time,  and  so  stated  in  my  speech  in  opposition,  that 
the  provisions  of  that  bill,  if  enacted  into  law  could  and  would  in  all 
probability  be  construed  by  the  courts  against  combinations  of  work- 
ing men  to  advance  wages  and  improve  conditions.  Since  that  time 
the  highest  authority  of  the  law  has  maintained  that  such  a  combina- 
tion is  in  restraint  of  trade  and  is  therefore  illegal. 

I  didn't  believe  in  that  doctrine  then  and  T  don't  believe  in  it 
now.  I  believe  that  within  certain  legitimate  limits  the  principle  of 
competition  ought  to  be  restrained.  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  unlimited 
competition  where  its  unlimited  operation  means  the  depression  of 
wages  and  other  unfortunate  and  deplorable  conditions.  There  ought 
to  be,  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  coal  fields  of  the  country,  the  application 
of  a  similar  law  to  mining  that  we  now  recognize  in  regard  to  rail- 
roads. Not  that  the  railroads  are  specifically  fixing  any  price,  not 
that  the  mine  workers  or  the  operators  in  joint  conference  can  fix  any 
specific  price;  but  there  ought  to  be  some  latitude,  there  ought  to  be 
some  maximum  and  minimum  rate  above  which  and  below  which 
prices  would  not  go,  leaving  enough  in  between  to  permit  of  as  much 
of  this  principle  of  competition  as  we  can  afford  to  stand,  and  between 
those  two  points  prices  ought  to  be  regulated  in  the  interests,  not  only 
of  the  producer,  but  also  as  a  protection  to  the  consumer. 

Now,  before  you  can  effect  a  combination  of  that  kind  either  be-  ' 
tween  yourselves  as  wage  earners  or  between  yourselves  and  your 
employers,  it  is  necessary  first  to  secure  an  amendment  to  our  law. 
And  I  am  somewhat  flattered  personally  to  know  that  a  great  many 
of  the  gentlemen  who  did  not  agree  with  me  fifteen  years  ago  on  that 
proposition  are  now  in  favor  of  some  kind  of  a  plan  of  that  nature. 
The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  says  the  scriptures,  and  the  prin- 
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ciple  of  unfettered  and  unlimited  competition,  especially  in  a  market 
that  is  already  over-crowded,  especially  in  a  business  like  yours  that 
is  already  overdone,  means  to  lower  the  price  of  labor  and  put  a 
premium  on  the  sweat  shop.  I  was  against  them  and  I  am  now  against 
that  sort  of  unlimited  competition. 

Under  every  law  men  who  put  their  money  in  a  business,  men  who 
invest  their  labor  in  an  employment  are  entitled  to  some  decent  con- 
sideration. They  have  gone  far  enough  in  the  scale  of  evolution 
to  recognize  the  reciprocity  and  the  fraternity  of  these  privileges  and 
of  these  rights.  Your  union  itself  is  essentially  a  protest,  if  you  please, 
against  this  unlimited  competition.  It  is  the  placing  of  a  judicial  re- 
straint upon  the  business  and  upon  the  craft,  and  that  in  the  interests 
of  the  craft  and  in  the  interests  of  society. 

I'm  afraid  I  will  violate  my  pledge  to  speak  and  say  nothing,  if  I 
don't  quit.  I  want  to  thank  you  and  your  officers  for  the  privilege  of 
meeting  you  and  for  the  further  privilege  of  saying  the  words  I  have. 

Delegate  Bell — I  would  like  to  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  say 
a  few  words  on  the  Employers'  Liability  and  Compensation  Acts  that 
are  pending  before  the  legislature. 

Secretary  Ross — I  take  it  this  convention  has  not  the  time  to 
waste  in  going  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  the  compensation  bill.  I 
was  very  glad  to  learn  the  other  day  that  the  division  among  the  or- 
ganized people  of  Illinois  concerning  this  matter  had  been  removed. 
Up  until  this  time  there  was  an  element  of  organized  labor  in  the  city 
of  Chicago  that  was  opposed  to  the  consideration  by  this  General  As- 
sembly having  for  its  purpose  compensation  for  accident  until  we 
could  first  have  a  general  employers'  liability  law.  Following  the 
enactment  of  a  compensation  law  the  liability  bill  would  be  asked  for. 
I  am  glad  they  have  agreed  to  unite  with  the  officials  of  the  Mine 
Workers'  union  and  the  officials  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  in 
joining  in  their  request  for  the  enactment  of  a  bill  now  pending  that 
provides  in  case  of  death  or  accident  that  a  certain  compensation 
shall  be  granted  without  involving  the  necessity  of  a  law  suit  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  the  question  of  negligence  was  involved.  I  think 
there  is  a  good  chance  now,  since  all  the  elements  of  the  labor  unions 
have  united,  to  get  such  a  measure  from  the  present  General  Assembly. 
It  is  a  broad  and  comprehensive  proposition,  much  more  so  than  the 
law  of  New  York  or  the  act  applying  to  mining  in  the  state  of  Montana. 
It  eliminates  absolutely  the  question  of  negligence  in  the  matter  of 
adjusting  such  claims.  It  is  a  recognition  of  the  tragic  fact  that  acci- 
dents in  hazardous  employments  can  not  be  avoided,  irrespective  of 
the  care  that  may  be  exercised.  There  are  dangers  that  are  inherent 
in  the  business,  and  their  results  will  continue  to  be  manifested  in 
broken  bones  and  in  bruised  and  killed  men. 
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The  proposition  is  to  do  away  with  the  litigation  and  expense  of 
the  present  system  of  adjusting  such  claims  and  to  put  a  certain 
specific  value  upon  each  accident.  In  the  case  of  a  fatal  accident  I 
believe  the  employer  will  be  obliged  to  pay  $3,500.  In  case  of  injury 
the  victim  will  receive  in  the  regular  course  of  the  mail  his  wages, 
equal  to  one-half  of  what  he  earned  while  he  was  at  work.  That  is 
substantially  the  principle  upon  which  all  compensatory  legislation  is 
founded  in  Europe  and  in  other  countries  where  the  principle  has  been 
recognized.  If  the  convention  ^has  time  before  adjournment  I  would 
like  to  have  you  go  into  a  full  discussion  of  this  question  if  you  have 
not  already  done  so. 

In  my  opinion  there  is  no  more  important  question  pending  than 
the  law  that  will  take  care  in  some  manner  of  the  men  who  work  in 
hazardous  occupations.  I  know  it  is  only  in  rare  cases  that  a  judg- 
ment anything  like  equalling  the  amount  of  loss  sustained  is  rendered 
in  the  higher  courts.  The  average  recovery  under  the  present  Illinois 
law  is  less  than  $175.  Remember  that  amount  is  in  the  cases  where 
the  question  of  contributory  negligence,  fellow  servant  and  other  kin- 
dred defenses  built  up  by  the  employers  have  been  removed.  The 
settlement  effected  in  the  Cherry  cases  netted  the  heads  of  families 
$1,800.  The  bill  now  pending,  and  for  which  your  officials  have  no 
doubt  asked  your  co-operation,  calls  for  $3,500.  You  may  say  that  does 
not  compensate  for  a  human  life,  and  I  will  agree  with  you.  You 
might  with  justice  say  that  a  man  laid  up  for  ninety  days  with  a 
broken  leg  is  not  compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  time  and  the  suffer- 
ing he  endures  by  one-half  of  his  wages,  and  I  will  agree  with  you,  but 
here,  as  in  other  matters,  it  has  been  necessary  to  compromise.  Money 
is  very  necessary  to  purchase  groceries  and  pay  rent,  it  is  better  if 
we  can  get  a  law  of  that  kind  that  will  guarantee  the  payment  of  a 
reasonable  specific  sum  than  to  go  on  under  the  present  system,  tak- 
ing chances  in  "a  law  suit  and  in  most  cases  getting  nothing,  or  where 
there  is  a  recovery  the  lawyer  getting  half  and  some  times  more  than 
half  the  amount  of  the  judgment.  Where  we  do  get  anything  we  want 
it  to  go  directly  to  the  family  of  the  injured  man.  He  is  the  person 
most  entitled  to  it,  not  an  attorney.  The  feeling  in  the  state  is  very 
friendly  to  that  proposition.  I  find  a  large  number  of  employers  of 
labor  who  would  prefer  to  pay  the  money  directly  to  the  family  or  to 
the  injured  victim  than  to  take  chances  in  a  law  suit  or  to  be  called 
upon  to  put  up  vast  sums  of  money  to  pay  lawyers  and  meet  court 
costs.  Conditions  I  think  at  the  present  are  very  favorable  to  the 
enactment  of  legislation  of  that  kind.  With  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  Illinois  in  association  with  other  crafts  of  Illinois  asking  our  Gen- 
eral Assembly  for  this  measure  of  relief  I  feel  quite  certain  it  will  be 
granted.    I  thank  you  agan. 

At  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  to  reconvene  at  1:30 
p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 
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TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  28. 


SEVENTH   DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  Febru- 
ary 28tli,  President  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Roberts — One  of  Springfield's  daughters,  Mrs.  Part- 
ridge, is  going  to  sing  a  song  or  two  for  you  this  afternoon.  I  desire 
to  present  Mrs.  Partridge  to  you.    1  know  you  will  enjoy  her  singing. 

Mrs.  Partridge  sang  several  songs,  among  them  "Illinois,"  and  was 
liberally  applauded  by  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — I  desire  to  know  if  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  is  now  before  the  house? 

President  Walker — The  report  of  the  committee  is  before  the 
house.    The  committee  is  here. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — In  lieu  of  the  committee's  report  I  move 
as  a  substitute  the  constitutional  amendment  proposed  in  the  Hefferly 
resolution  to  the  section  under  discussion.  (Seconded.) 

President  Walker — The  Hefferly  resolution  covers  four  or  five 
different  sections  of  the  constitution.  It  would  not  be  in  order  as  a 
whole.  If  you  were  to  offer  the  part  that  applies  to  this  section  it 
would  be  in  order. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  desire  to  correct  the  chair.  The  resolution 
offered  only  deals  with  the  Executive  Board.  It  deals  with  nothing 
else. 

President  Walker — The  correction  is  hardly  a  correction,  inasmuch 
as  your  resolution  does  deal  with  three  or  four  sections  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

Delegate  Hefferly — They  all  pertain  to  the  same  matter. 

President  Walker — They  deal  with  the  Executive  Board  and  its 
duties,  but  they  amend  different  sections.  The  committee  will  read 
the  portion  of  Delegate  Hefferly's  resolution  that  affects  Section  1  of 
Article  II, 
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Secretary  Lewis — The  part  that  deals  with  Section  I  of  Article  II 
reads:  "Strike  out  the  words  'one  from  each  former  inspection  dis- 
trict.,' knd  insert  the  words  'composed  of  the  sub-district  presidents.'  " 
That  is  the  amendment  to  Section  1. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — I  move  to  substitute  that  part  of  the 
resolution  for  the  report  of  the  committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  McDonald,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  desire  to  say 
as  one  member  of  the  committee  that  we  have  taken  into  consideration 
not  one  or  two  locals  and  not  one  or  two  members  who  appeared  before 
the  committee,  but  were  governed  entirely  by  what  would  be  best  for 
our  entire  membership.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  delegates 
to  the  fa^t  that  a  number  of  these  resolutions  are  in  direct  conflict 
with  your  contract.  You  made  no  provision  whereby  you  could  amend 
the  contract  to  comply  with  the  changes  you  .suggest. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  would  like  to  ask  you  a  question. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  will  answer  it  if  I  can. 

Delegate  Hefferly — Is  there  any  part  of  the  agreement  that  this 
if  adopted  will  conflict  with? 

Delegate  McDonald — We  are  only  one  party  to  that  contract,  and 
not  knowing  the  position  the  operators  would  take,  as  they  are  the 
other  party  to,  the  contract,  we  considered  it  would  not  be  wise  to 
adopt  the  amendment. 

Delegate  Hefferly — Point  out  the  section  of  the  agreement  it  will 
conflict  with. 

Delegate  McDonald — Will  you  agree  that  the  operators  are  a  party 
to  the  agreement? 

Delegate  Heffefly — Yes,  but  what  clause  will  this  conflict  with? 

Delegate  McDonald — It  will  do  away  with  tho  methods  of  taking 
up  disputes  under  the  thirteenth  clause  of  the  state  agreement. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  differ  with  you.  Paragraph  (b),  Section  13, 
of  the  state  agreement,  reads: 

"In  case  of  any  local  trouble  arising  at  any  shaft  through  such 
failure  to  agree  between  the  pit  boss  and  any  miner  or  mine  laborer, 
the  pit  committee  and  the  miners'  local  president  and  the  pit  boss  are 
empowered  to  adjust  it;  and  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  it  shall  be 
referred  to  the  superintendent  of  the  company  and  the  miners'  presi- 
dent of  the  sub-district;  and  should  they  fail  to  adjust  it,  it  shall  be 
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referred  in  writing  to  the  officers  of  the  association  and  commission, 
^nd  the  state  officials  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  for  adjustment." 

If  the  sub-district  presidents  are  made  the  executive  board  mem- 
t)ers  they  will  be  considered  state  officials. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — If  this  proposed  amendment  becomes  a 
law  it  will  not  go  into  effect  until  after  the  next  agreement,  and  the 
ofiicers-elect  will  not  take  charge  until  the  same  time  the  new  agree- 
ment goes  into  force,  the  objection  of  the  committee  is  not  valid.  The 
purpose  I  have  in  sustaining  this  amendment  to  the  constitution  is 
that  a  great  source  of  discontent  among  the  rank  and  file  is  that  it 
takes  so  long  to  adjust  their  grievances.  For  that  reason  a  good  many- 
men  refuse  to  take  up  grievances.  They  say  "What  is  the  use?"  In 
a  discharge  case  before  a  man  will  stay  at  a  place  and  fight  his  griev- 
ance through  he  will  leave.  That  creates  a  hardship  on  the  other  men. 
It  gives  the  bosses  encouragement  to  violate  the  agreement  and  im- 
pose hard  conditions  on  the  men  who  stay  there.  I  favor  this  in  order 
that  we  may  have  a  responsible  official  doing  business  between  the 
local  unions  and  the  district  board  who  are  wielding  the  power  of  this 
organization.  The  sub-district  officials  are  comparatively  powerless 
in  the  matter  of  adjusting  grievances. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — As  yet  I  fail  to  see  where  any  benefit  will 
be  derived  from  the  change.  I  understand  from  the  statement  of  Dele- 
gate Williams  that  this  will  not  take  effect  this  year.  I  agree  with 
that,  but  I  fail  to  see  how  you  will  get  quicker  action  unless  you  are 
able  next  year  to  have  a  radical  change  in  the  agreement  you  will 
reach  with  the  operators.  You  will  have  to  follow  the  same  course 
whether  the  sub-district  president  acts  as  board  member  or  whether 
the  board  member  acts.  If  the  sub-district  president  is  made  the 
l)oard  member  the  sub-district  vice  president  will  have  to  be  in  the 
field.  As  far  as  shirking  responsibility  is  concerned,  he  will  do  the 
same  thing  as  the  sub-district  president  does  now  and  place  the  re- 
sponsibility on  the  shoulders  of  the  board  member.  I  can  not  see 
any  difference.  If  the  sub-district  president  takes  the  place  of  the 
l)oard  member  he  will  have  all  the  work  he  can  do  and  will  not  be  in 
his  own  district  any  more  than  the  board  member  is  there  now.  The 
Yice  president,  and  perhaps  two  vice  presidents  in  some  districts  will 
have  to  take  up  the  work  that  is  now  done  by  the  president.  I  do  not 
see  where  there  will  be  any  economy  in  making  the  change.  From 
what  the  brothers  who  introduced  the  resolution  say  I  can  not  see  how 
they  will  get  quicker  action  in  taking  up  cases  under  the  amendment 
to  the  constitution  than  at  the  present  time  unless  we  know  we  are 
going  to  have  a  radical  change  in  the  next  contract  we  adopt.  Griev- 
ances will  have  to  take  the  same  course  of  procedure.  I  don't  care  who 
IS  sub-district  president  or  who  is  board  member. 
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I  am  looking  at  this  as  a  business  proposition.  If  any  one  can 
prove  to  me  that  this  will  benefit  us  1  am  willing  to  submit.  I  agree 
that  some  districts  ought  to  be  divided  in  order  to  give  some  board 
members  less  work  and  others  a  little  more  work.  I  agree  that  that 
ought  to  be  done,  but  the  changes  recommended  by  this  amendment 
I  object  to.    I  can  not  see  how  it  will  benefit  us  one  iota. 

President  Walker — The  chair  wants  to  point  out  one  other  mis- 
take made  by  Brother  Williams.  If  this  amendment  is  enacted  it  will 
go  into  force  the  first  day  of  April.  If  you  want  to  make  this  change, 
the  method  adopted  by  the  last  convention  is  the  proper  one  to  make. 
You  can  appoint  a  committee  that  will  have  time  to  do  the  work  and 
present  its  report  to  your  next  convention.  To  adopt  this  will  mean 
that  the  present  board  members  will  go  out  of  office  on  the  first  of 
April  and  the  men  who  have  been  elected  will  not  take  oflBce.  What- 
ever little  the  board  members  may  be  able  to  help  at  the  present  time 
we  will  be  that  much  worse  off  if  this  constitution  is  amended  as 
moved  by  Delegate  Williams.  If  we  have  too  many  courts  to  handle 
our  disputes  they  ought  to  be  abolished;  and  if  this  is  a  question  of 
the  districts  being  too  large,  then  we  must  revise  the  present  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  matter  of  districts. 

The  question  of  sub-district  presidents  not  telling  the  men  when 
they  are  wrong  when  a  dispute  comes  up  may  apply  in  some  sub-dis- 
tricts. On  the  other  hand,  the  same  may  be  true  of  some  board  mem- 
bers. The  question  of  men  failing  to  do  their  duty  as  officers  entering 
into  this  matter  works  both  ways,  if  there  is  any  question  of  that  kind. 
My  opinion  is  that  if  you  want  to  abolish  these  courts  it  will  be  as 
necessary  to  have  as  many  officers  in  the  field  as  now.  We  have 
70,000  members.  One  man  will  not  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  cases 
of  more  than  5,000  men  if  he  is  to  take  the  disputes  up  with  any  de- 
gree of  promptness.  Five  thousand  men,  counting  200  to  a  mine, 
means  twenty-five  mines.  You  will  understand  if  there  are  twenty-five 
disputes  and  the  board  member  takes  up  one  a  day  it  will  occupy  him 
the  entire  month  to  get  around.  If  that  is  true,  then  it  is  going  to  take 
about  fifteen  men  as  sub-district  presidents.  That  will  mean  that 
many  different  sub-district  organizations,  it  will  mean  that  many  vice 
presidents  and  that  many  secretary-treasurers. 

Here  is  the  thing  that  I  do  not  like  about  it.  At  the  present  time 
we  have  a  sort  of  double  arrangement.  Generally  the  sub-district 
presidents  and  the  board  members  arrange  it  so  they  keep  the  ma- 
chinery of  taking  up  disputes  as  nearly  in  constant  motion  as  they 
possibly  can.  It  may  be  a  sub-district  president  would  rather  stand 
in  well  with  the  men  than  to  tell  them  they  are  wrong.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  may  have  a  board  member  who  wants  to  stand  in  well  with 
the  men.    If  both  of  them  want  to  stand  in  well  and  fail  to  do  their 
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duty,  it  will  simply  mean  that  there  will  be  that  many  more  chances 
*  for  the  president  to  tell  the  fellow  he  is  wrong  and  shoulder  the  re- 
sponsibility he  iailed  to  shoulder.  Ae  the  same  time  it  will  work  this 
way.  If  you  abolish  the  present  board  member  and  rearrange  the 
sub-districts  and  put  a  sub-district  president  in  each  one,  and  only 
give  him  enough  members  and  the  kind  of  territory  that  will  allow 
him  to  give  prompt  attention  to  the  disputes  that  arise,  then  if  he  fails 
to  settle  the  disputes  he  will  be  the  one  who  will  all  the  time  stand  for 
all  the  calling  down  by  the  higher  officials  for  failing  to  do  his  duty. 
He  will  be  the  one  who  at  times,  when  the  matter  has  gone  so  far  it 
has  become  a  farce,  and  if  the  state  officials  make  up  their  minds  to 
allow  the  thing  to  become  a  farce  and  take  the  same  course,  who  will 
be  compelled  to  shoulder  the  responsibility. 

By  adopting  the  amendment  that  Brother  Williams  offers  to  the 
present  constitution,  you  not  only  do  not  help  get  disputes  settled 
quickly,  but  you  will  make  it  that  much  longer  to  get  them  settled. 
I  don't  know  that  in  the  long  run  you  will  save  much  money.  Every 
time  there  is  a  dispute  in  which  the  sub-district  president  and  the 
superintendent  disagrees  and  it  is  carried  up  every  sub-district  presi- 
dent in  the  field  must  attend  a  board  meeting.  While  they  are  attend- 
ing board  meetings  there  will  be  no  one  in  the  field  to  take  up  disputes 
except  the  sub-district  vice  president. 

It  may  be  in  the  coming  year  the  district  officers  will  have  more 
time  to  give  to  the  matter  of  a  rearrangement  of  the  districts.  The 
District  Executive  Board  members  were  given  authority  to  determine 
whether  the  sub-district  officers  would  continue  to  act  or  whether  the 
board  members  would  continue.  In  the  event  they  determined  that  the 
sub-district  presidents  would  go  out  and  the  board  members  would 
come  in  they  would  be  censured  for  beating  those  fellows  out  of  their 
jobs.  If  they  did  not  do  that  they  would  be  beating  themselves  out 
of  their  jobs.  You  put  them  in  a  position  to  do  one  or  the  other  of 
these  things. 

We  should  elect  a  special  committee,  authorize  them  to  take  up 
the  question  of  the  present  method  of  settling  disputes,  both  jointly 
and  within  our  own  organizations,  and  if  you  want  a  revision  made 
let  them  go  into  the  field.  It  will  take  a  month  or  two  to  work  out  a 
solution  of  this  and  get  results.  They  must  find  out  where  the  mines 
are  and  where  the  membership  is.  They  will  have  to  find  out  where 
the  railroads  are.  Let  me  say  to  you  that  after  you  get  through,  if  you 
*  make  an  arrangement  that  will  give  Brother  Williams  and  Brother 
Hefferly  what  they  want — these  disputes  taken  up  immediately  and 
settled — you  will  have  pretty  nearly  a  hundred  officials  in  the  state 
before  you  get  through.  But  if  you  want  to  pursue  the  practical,  course 
and  have  this  revision,  the  only  way  to  do  is  to  have  a  committee  sp- 
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pointed  to  make  an  investigation,  draw  up  a  plan  and  at  the  next  con- 
vention put  the  plan  in  effect  without  too  much  confusion  and  disar- 
rangement. 

There  are  two  big  sub-districts.  They  will  have  to  be  split  up. 
The  very  least  you  will  be  able  to  do  is  to  make  six  sub-districts.  You 
will  have  to  divide  the  funds  up.  When  you  come  to  abolishing  an  old 
sub-district  and  dividing  the  funds  and  scattering  them,  while  this 
thing  rather  catches  the  people  just  now,  when  you  get  down  to  where 
you  are  going  to  do  it  you  will  hear  a  row  from  the  membership.  My 
own  judgment  is  that  it  will  be  a  mistake  to  adopt  the  amendment 
offered  by  Brother  Williams. 

Delegate  Rosan  I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  upon  the  table. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Greenan — If  we  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
regard  to  this  section  of  the  constitution  what  will  be  done  with 
the  action  of  the  last  convention  with  regard  to  the  matter?  The 
resolution  I  brought  in  does  not  bear  directly  on  this  section  of  the 
constitution.  I  do  not  believe  it  was  taken  up  by  the  proper  com- 
mittee. I  think  it  should  have  been  taken  up  by  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions.  I  want  to  know  what  is  going  to  be  done  with  the  action 
of  the  last  annual  convention. 

President  Walker — The  chair  has  told  you,  so  far  as  he  is  capable 
of  doing  it,  what  the  status  of  affairs  is.  We  did  not  have  time  this 
year  to  take  the  matter  up.  I  expect  I  put  in  more  time — I  don't  know 
that  I  did  more  work — than  any  member  of  our  organization.  There 
has  hot  been  a  day  since  I  went  into  office  that  I  did  not  put  in  my 
time  during  the  day  and  generally  some  time  at  night  in  the  regular 
work  of  the  organization.  I  would  be  exceedinglj'-  glad  if  we  had 
reached  the  place  where  that  was  the  most  important  work  for  us 
to  do  and  we  could  go  into  the  field  and  do  this  redistricting.  If  you 
want  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  or  the  election  of 
a  committee  to  take  up  the  question  of  redistricting  this  state  and 
abolishing  either  the  sub-district  presidents  or  the  board  members, 
they  can  act  between  now  and  the  next  convention  and  be  prepared  to 
submit  a  report.  Then  you  can  adopt  a  new  constitution  and  get  the 
results  you  are  trying  to  get  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  for  you  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  that  after  the  words  "Executive  Board"  in  line  6  the  follow- 
ing be  inserted,  "and  one  International  Board  member,  who  shall  be  a 
member  ex-ofRcio  of  the  District  Executive  Board."  (Seconded  by 
Delegate  Flaaus.) 
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President  Walker — One  International  Board  member  from  Illinois 
who  shall  be  an  ex-oflacio  member  of  the  District  Board?  It  might 
mean  one  International  Board  member  from  Kansas  or  from  Missouri. 

Delegate  Farrington — The  rest  of  the  section  does  not  mean  one 
president  or  one  vice  president  from  Missouri  or  Kansas. 

President  Walker — No,  but  there  is  one  International  Board  mem- 
ber from  Kansas  and  one  from  Missouri,  and  unless  you  specify  it  the 
chances  are  the  International  President  can  construe  it  to  mean  some- 
thing you  do  not  mean. 

Delegate  Farrington — The  section  would  then  read:  "The  officers 
of  the  district  shall  be  one  president,  one  vice  president,  one  secretary- 
treasurer  and  seven  executive  board  members,  one  from  each  forro.er 
inspection  district,  who  shall  constitute  the  executive  board,  and  one 
International  Board  member  who  shall  be  a  member  ex-officio  of  the 
district  executive  board,  also  a  board  of  auditors  shall  be  elected,  con- 
sisting of  three  members." 

You  could  not  construe  the  section  to  mean  that  the  International 
President  could  say  to  the  Illinois  miners  that  the  International  Board 
member  from  Kansas  was  going  to  serve  in  the  capacity  provided  for 
by  this  constitution,  any  more  than  he  could  imply  that  the  district 
president  from  Kansas  was  to  be  the  president  provided  for  in  this 
constitution. 

It  is  immaterial  to  me  whether  the  convention  adopts  the  amend- 
ment or  not.  I  believe  the  Illinois  miners  expect,  or  at  least  they 
should  expect,  to  receive  the  best  service  that  is  possible  for  all  their 
oflBcers  to  render.  If  they  expect  that  service  they  should  in  return 
give  the  officer,  regardless  of  who  he  may  be,  every  opportunity  to 
keep  himself  in  touch  with  the  affairs  of  the  district,  in  so  far  as  it  is 
possible  for  him  to  do  so.  Under  the  present  constitution  the  member 
of  the  International  Executive  Board  from  Illinois,  if  we  take  a  literal 
meaning  of  the  constitution,  is  not  even  regarded  as  being  a  member 
of  the  district  or  an  officer  of  the  district.  If  the  International  Board 
member  is  not  an  officer  of  the  district  we  want  to  know  it. 

I  have  another  reason  for  proposing  the  amendment,  and  that  is 
that  there  are  times  when  an  International  Board  member  can  attend 
some  of  the  meetings  of  the  District  Board.  Circumstances  may  be 
such  that  he  will  be  enabled  to  do  so.  As  an  officer  of  the  district  I 
like  to  be  privileged — no,  I  don't  like  to  be  privileged — I  like  to  have 
the  right  to  attend  those  board  meetings  if  I  see  fit  to  do  so.  It  is  true 
that  even  under  the  present  status  of  affairs  I  might  perhaps  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  the  board  meeting  if  I  desired  to  do  so,  but  in  doing 
so — and  I  have  attended  some  of  the  meetings — I  have  always  felt  I 
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affects  all  members  of  our  organization  alike,  whether  officers  or  mem- 
bers; and. 

Whereas,  The  miners  of  this  state  are  enjoying  a  marked  increase 
in  their  earning  capacity  due  to  the  advance  they  have  received  on 
the  tonnage  rate  and  the  improvement  in  the  working  conditions,;  and, 

Whereas,  We  feel  that  the  officials  of  our  organization  are  deserv- 
ing of  the  same  consideration  as  the  rank  and  file  of  our  membership; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  be  amendea  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  President  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  year, 
the  Vice  President  and  Secretary-Treasurer  at  eighteen  hundred  dol- 
lars per  year,  and  the  Executive  Board  members  and  other  officers  at 
four  and  one-half  dollars  per  day. 

(Signed)    P.  SCANLON,  L.  U.  1893, 
WM.  GRIMES,  L.  U.  167, 
H.  W.  HENRY,  L.  U.  2621, 
JAMES  TYGITT,  L.  U.  1466, 

WM.  MC  DOWELL,  L.  U.   , 

THOS.  H.  BEYNON,  L.  U.  2656, 
W.  F.  WHITEHOUSE,  L.  U.  388 
JOHN  MARIANINA,  L.  U.  388, 
DALLAS  VANCE,  L.  U.  1000, 
FRANK  MELVIN,  L.  U.  944, 
GEO.  SIRLES,  L.  U.  1795, 
W.  J.  SNEED,  L.  U.  986, 
ANDREW  ADAMSON,  L.  U.  750, 
E.  H.  OWLET,  L.  U.  2376, 
ED.  TONKIN,  L.  U.  1248. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

Secretary  LewiS' — The  section  as  revised  by  the  committee  would 
read: 

"Article  II,  Section  3.  The  President's  salary  shall  be  $2000.00 
per  year,  and  all  legitimate  expenses;  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  salary 
shall  be  $1800.00  per  year  and  all  legitimate  expenses;  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent's salary  shall  be  $1800.00  per  year  and  all  legitimate  expenses. 
Members  of  the  Executive  Board  and  all  other  officers  shall  receive 
$4.50  per  day  and  all  legitimate  expenses,  when  (employed  by  the 
District  organization." 

Delegate  Flaaus — 1  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Dougall— I  am  hot  in  favor  of  adopting  the  report  of 
the  committee.  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  them  the  same  raise  the 
rank  and  file  got.    I  object  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
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Delegate  Veal — I  am  opposed  to  the  proposed  amendment,  from  the 
standpoint  that  the  coal  miners  of  this  state  are  not  in  a  position  to 
stand  for  a  proposition  whereby  the  officers  will  receive  a  raise.  When 
you.  como  to  raise  a  salary  from  $1500  to  $2000,  and  compare  that  with 
the  average  miner's  wages,  you  will  find  that  it  is  in  their  favor  about 
three  to  one  in  the  least  calculation.  I  am  opposed  to  raising  the 
officers'  salaries. 

Delegate  Adamson — :I  am  opposed  to  Raising  the  officers'  salaries 
as  the  committee  proposes.  I  want  them  to  have  the  raise  the  miners 
received  and  no  more.  I  am  like  Brother  Veal,  whenever  you  raise 
from  $1500  to  $2000  you  raise  them  about  three  times  as  much  as  we 
were  raised. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  offer  as  a  substitute  that  the  officers'  salaries 
be  raised  5.55  per  cent  the  same  as  the  miners  got.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Rosan — I  move  that  we  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table, 
Mr.  Chairman.  (Seconded.) 

A  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  table. 

Chairman  Farrington — The  motion  to  table  seems  to  be  carried. 
A  division  was  asked  for. 

Chairman  Farrington — As  many  as  favor  tabling  the  substitute 
will  rise  to  your  feet.  There  seems  to  be  some  misunderstanding,  and 
in  order  to  make  the  matter  clear  T  will  explain.  Delegate  Hefferly 
offers  as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  committee  that  the  officers' 
salaries  be  raised  5.55  per  cent.  Delegate  Rosan  moved  to  table  the 
substitute.    The  motion  to  table  the  substitute  was  lost. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  presented  a  reso*lution  to  the  committee 
I  would  like  to  have  read.  It  pertains  to  this  matter.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  committee  read  it. 

Resolution  A-2. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District 
No  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A: 

Whereas.  The  salaries  of  our  District  Officers  are,  compared  to  the 
salaries  of  men  filling  similar  positions  in  other  walks  of  life,  alto- 
gether out  of  proportion,  and 

Whereas,  Even  in  the  other  trade  unions  the  officers,  where  the 
membership  is  much  smaller,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  away  less 
than  theirs,  the  salaries  are  much  larger;  knowing  that  it  is  unfair 
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for  us  to  ask  any  man  to  work  for  less  for  us  than  he  can  get  for  doing 
the  same  work  for  others,  as  we  refuse  to  work  for  less  wages  than 
other  men  get  for  performing  the  same  work  we  do,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  be  amended  to  provide  that  the 
salary  of  the  President  be  $175.00  per  month,  the  salary  of  the  Vice 
President  be  $125.00  per  month,  the  salary  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
be  $150.00  per  month  and  the  salary  of  the  Board  Members,  Members 
of  the  Legislative  and  Powder  Committees,  Auditors  and  Tellers  be 
^4.00  per  day.  and  all  legitimate  expenses. 

EVAN  EVANS. 

Delegate  Evans — I  move  to  substitute  this  resolution  for  the 
committee's  report  and  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Hefferly. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  King — ^What  is  the  difference  between  the  substitute  and 
the  report  of  the  committee? 

Chairman  Farrington — $100,  I  believe. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  have  already 
offered  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  committee.  For  that  reason 
the  resolution  offered  by  Brother  Evans  cannot  be  put  before  the  con- 
Arention  as  a  substitute. 

•Chairman  Farrington — The  point  of  order  raised  by  Delegate 
Hefferly  is  well  taken. 

Delegate  Jones — I  wish  to  amend  by  striking  out  "5.55  per  cent" 
and  substituting  a  provision  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  President, 
Vice  President  and  the  ;Secretary-Treasurer  $200  a  year  each,  and  that 
the  members  of  the  Executive  Board,  the  Auditing  Committee  and  the 
Legislative  Committee  be  given  an  increase  of  fifty  cents  a  day  each. 
(Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Jones  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Delegate  Evans — I  offer  my  resolution  as  an  amendment  to  the 
Substitute  of  the  brother  who  made  it.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  How  can  this 
amend  the  motion  when  one  calls  for  5.55  per  cent  and  the  other  for  a 
$2000  salary? 

Delegate  Farrington — Delegate  Heft'erly  in  his  resolution  fixed  a 
certain  rate  of  increase  for  the  officers.  Delegate  Evan's  amendment 
j)rovides  for  a  greater  increase. 


434  Minutes  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 

Delegate  Evans — I  think  I  have  good  grounds  for  presenting  the 
amendment  to  the  resolution.  Brother  King  asks  what  is  the  differ- 
ence between  that  resolution  and  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  recommendation  of  the  committee  provides  that  the 
Executive  Board  members  shall  be  paid  $4.50  a  day.  The  resolution 
only  gives  them  $4.00  a  day  and  legitimate  expenses.  It  gives  $175 
a  month  to  the  State  President,  $150  to  the  SetTetary-Treasurer  and 
$125  to  the  Vice  President.  My  honest  opinion  is  that  if  there  is  any 
set  of  officers  entitled  to  a  substantial  raise  it  is  the  officers  of  Dis- 
trict 12.  They  have  worked  for  less  wages  than  any  officials  in  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  to  my  knowledge.  There  are  as  many  mem- 
bers in  District  12  as  almost  any  other  four  districts  in  the  organiza- 
tion, and  our  officers  are  not  being  paid  enough  for  their  services.  The 
Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor  pays  its  officers  larger  salaries  than 
your  state  President  is  getting. 

The  matter  of  salaries  was  brought  up  a  year  ago  before  the  ne- 
gotiations for  a  contract  were  ended.  We  did  not  know  at  that  time 
that  we  were  going  to  receive  any  advance  and  the  motion  was  voted 
down.  But  those  officers  showed  to  the  members  of  the  District  12 
their  loyalty  and  their  activity  and  their  brain  power  in  bringing  about 
the  settlement  in  District  12,  a  better  settlement  than  any  other  dis- 
trist  in  this  organization  made.  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  afford  to  re- 
fuse them  a  substantial  advance.  They  have  worked  a  part  of  this 
year  since  the  contract  was  signed  without  any  advance  in  wages.*  It 
would  not  be  fair  to  give  an  advance  of  5.55  per  cent  after  they  have 
served  you  up  to  this  time  under  the  present  contract  without  receiv- 
ing any  advance.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  a  month!  Think 
of  it!  That  salary  for  your  State  President,  with  nearly  70,000  mem- 
bers in  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  other  district  presidents  who  receive 
more  money  than  that  with  5,000  or  6,000  members  in  their  districts! 

Let  us  look  at  this  question  from  a  business  standpoint.  You  men 
do  not  want  to  work  for  less  wages  than  others;  you  want  the  highest 
wages  possible.  I  think  the  resolution  as  it  reads  is  not  asking  any- 
thing out  of  the  way,  anything  more  than  our  officers  are  entitled  to. 
Your  State  Executive  Board  members  receive  $3.50  a  day.  In  District 
13,  Iowa,  the  board  members  receive  $4.25  a  day.  It  is  not  a  credit 
to  us  that  we  do  not  pay  our  officials  as  much  as  our  sister  states  are 
paying  their  officials. 

I  do  not  intend  to  get  up  here  and  play  to  the  galleries,  I  never 
did  that  in  my  life.  I  am  honest  in  this  proposition.  Our  officers  are 
entitled  to  this  from  the  miners  of  Illinois.  By  your  vote  in  support- 
ing your  officers  here,  adopting  their  reports  and  endorsing  the  policy 
they  carried  out  in  conducting  that  strike  you  have  admitted  that  they 
are  entitled  to  it.  I  am  not  bitterly  opposed  to  the  advance  of  5.55  per 
cent,  but  it  is  not  what  they  are  entitled  to.  We  have  worked  for  some 


Of  The  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois 


435 


months  under  the  advance,  but  they  have  been  working  under  their 
old  salaries  since  the  settlement.  I  don't  think  you  will  be  doing  right 
if  you  do  not  give  them  a  substantial  advance  in  wages.  Four  dollars 
a  day  for  the  Executive  Board  members  is  not  enough.  I  think  when 
we  come  to  conventions  we  get  nearly  as  much  as  that  for  our  work 
and  still  we  complain.  I  know  I  complain  and  many  other  delegates 
complain.  We  are  allowed  $5.25  for  attending  the  convention.  It  is 
not  enough.  When  we  are  away  from  home  it  takes  more  money  for 
running  expenses  of  our  own  than  if  we  are  in  our  own  camp.  I  hope 
you  will  consider  that  resolution  and  adopt  it.  You  have  adopted  the 
President's  report.  You  endorsed  the  manner  in  which  our  officers 
conducted  the  strike  and  took  care  of  your  interests  in  District  12.  We 
want  to  show  other  districts  that  we  are  able  to  pay  our  officers  as 
fair  salaries  as  they  do.  They  have  three  times  as  much  work  as  the 
officers  of  some  other  districts.  I  hope  the  convention  will  go  on 
record  and  adopt  the  resolution  as  read  by  the  committee. 

President  Walker — Mr.  Chairman  and  Brothers.  I  don't  care  what 
you  do  with  my  salary.  If  I  was  working  for  the  money  there  is  in  it 
I  would  not  have  been  President  of  the  Illinois  miners'  organization 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years.  It  is  a  little  over  six  years,  nearly 
seven  years  ago,  since  I  was  offered  double  the  wages  I  am  getting 
now  for  about  half  the  work  and  a  great  deal  less  responsibility  and 
abuse.  I  can  get  along  with  the  wages  that  are  being  paid  me,  and  I 
feel  that  Secretary  McDonald  can  get  along  with  the  wages  that  are 
being  paid  him.  He  is  unmarried  yet,  and  I  expect  he  can  pay  his  room 
rent  and  expenses  on  it.  But  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  the  salary  you 
are  paying  your  board  members  and  your  Vice  President  is  absolutely 
unfair.  The  proposition  offered  by  Delegate  Hefferly  is  absolutely 
unfair.  He  offers  an  advance  of  5.55  per  cent  to  those  men.  Our 
board  members  and  our  Vice  President  have  worked,  or  will  work,  one 
year  of  the  time  that  Brother  Hefferly  has  been  working  under  the 
contract  with  5.55  per  cent  advance,  and  they  will  not  get  any  of  that 
advance.  Outside  of  that  there  was  an  advance  of  three  cents  a  ton 
additional  for  two  of  the  largest  coal  producing  counties  in  our  state 
above  the  5.55  per  cent.  There  was  an  advance  of  two  cents  in  the 
northern  coal  field,  in  Bloomington  and  the  other  long  wall  mines 
and  in  the  Peoria  district,  four  cents  extra  for  Ellisville,  and  wherever 
the  miners  were  paying  the  cost  of  shot-firing  they  got  that  advance 
also.  Figuring  it  all  up  I  think  it  will  come  close  to  a  ten  per  cent 
advance.  Considering  what  the  lajang  of  the  tracks  will  mean,  it  will 
be  close  to  ten  per  cent  altogether.  At  the  same  time  they  have  had 
to  work  a  year  without  an  advance,  and  I  assure  you  they  had  to  do  at 
least  the  ordinary  day's  work  during  that  time.  But  there  is  a  differ- 
ence between  the  work  they  did  and  the  ordinary  work.  They  worked 
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twice  as  as  hard  as  in  ordinary  times — yes,  and  I  expect  if  it  were 
possible  they  took  twice  as  much  abuse. 

The  Iowa  District  has  13,000  members.  They  pay  their  Board 
members  $4.25  a  day  and  expenses.  I  know  the  conditions  of  labor  in 
Iowa  are  not  better  for  the  men  than  they  are  in  Illinois.  As  Delegate 
Evans  has  said,  in  small  districts  the  Board  members  are  paid  more 
than  they  are  in  Illinois.  In  Montana,  Wyoming,  the  Southwest  and 
all  the  northern  districts  it  runs  from  four  dollars  to  five  dollars  a 
day.    That  was  before  the  advance  was  received. 

As  I  said  before,  I  don't  care  a  continental  what  you  do  with  my 
wages.  You  can  do  with  them  whatever  you  feel  disposed,  but  at  least 
in  fairness  to  the  Vice  President  and  to  the  Board  members  you  should 
make  their  wages  four  dollars  a  day  and  $125  a  month.  It  may  appear 
to  the  man  at  home  that  men  can  do  pretty  well  on  the  wages  we  are 
now  paying.  There  is  not  a  practical  man  in  the  state  working  in  a 
room  and  pillar  mine  or  a  machine  mine  that  is  not  making  more 
than  $3.50  a  day  for  the  days  he  works.  And  when  his  day's  work  is 
done  he  goes  home  to  his  family  and  his  troubles  and  his  responsi- 
bilities are  over.  With  the  officials  it  is  different.  About  every  time 
they  come  down  in  the  morning  and  go  out  at  noon,  and  come  back 
after  noon  and  go  out  at  night  you  will  find  men  at  almost  every  comer 
saying,  "My  God,  Jack,  I'm  all  in.  I'm  on  the  road  and  I  haven't  a 
penny.  I  don't  know  where  to  go  for  work  and  I'm  hungry."  What 
are  you  going  to  do  when  you  meet  a  man  like  that?  There  are 
hundreds  of  good  men  in  that  position.  There  are  besides  a  hundred 
and  one  little  expenses  an  officer  traveling  around  in  that  way  has  to 
pay.  If  you  want  to  be  absolutely  fair  you  will  advance  them  to  at 
least  four  dollars  a  day  and  $125  a  month.  If  you  only  want  to  give 
them  an  advance  on  the  present  wages  you  have  received  you  must 
make  it  considerably  more  than  5.55  per  cent  for  the  coming  year, 
for  you  will  have  to  make  up  for  what  they  did  not  get  this  year,  and 
you  will  have  to  make  up  for  the  extra  amount  you  got  in  the  agree- 
ment. I  will  be  satisfied  if  you  leave  my  salary  and  McDonald's  salary 
as  they  are,  but  in  justice  to  them  make  the  Vice  President's  salary 
$125  and  the  Board  members'  salaries  four  dollars  a  day. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  desire  to  ask  President  Walker  a  question. 
Years  ago  when  the  miners  took  a  reduction  of  5.55  per  cent  and  when 
we  were  compelled  to  pay  the  shot  firers  the  officers  did  not  suffer  a 
reduction,  did  they? 

President  Walker — Did  they  get  any  advance  when  you  got  the 
5.55  per  cent  back  again?  I  do  not  suppose  the  officials'  wages  were 
reduced,  but  they  did  not  get  the  advance  the  miners  got.  Under  the 
old  contract  the  miners  had  to  eat  their  smoke  and  under  the  new 
they  were  relieved  of  that  and  .they  had  other  conditions  granted. 
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Delegate  Adamson — ^Did  we  get  what  we  are  entitled  to  in  my 
part  of  the  district? 

President  Walker — No.  If  conditions  were  such  that  I  could  write 
out  a  contract  I  would  give  you  and  every  other  man  what  you  are 
entitled  to,  and  I  would  make  you  conditions  of  work  the  safest  and 
most  sanitary  possible. 

Using  a  familiar  phrase,  it  is  the  system  under  which  we  are 
living  and  working  that  makes  that  absolutely  necessary.  If  the  con- 
ditions are  unfa.vorable  in  the  low  coal  the  very  best  the  operators 
will  make  out  of  it  is  not  as  much  as  they  make  in  the  high  coal 
field.  If  you  advance  the  wages  so  that  you  will  be  getting  as  much 
for  the  same  amount  of  work  as  the  men  in  the  high  coal  fields  it  will 
make  it  absolutely  impossible  for  that  coal  to  be  sold  in  the  market. 

Secretary  McDonald — So  far  as  my  salary  is  concerned,  I  don't 
want  the  convention  to  waste  five  minutes  over  it.  I  am  a  little  in 
the  position  President  Walker  is,  I  can  get  along  on  that  salarj. 
Fortunately  I  haven't  any  one  to  keep  but  myself.  It  keeps  me  all 
time  doing  that,  but  fortunately  there  is  no  one  else.  Like  President 
Walker,  if  I  were  looking  for  jobs  I  could  get  them  with  a  great  deal 
more  salary  and  less  work  and  I  wouldn't  have  68,000  miners  telling 
me  what  to  do. 

Your  present  staff  of  officers,  with  $3.50  a  day  and  expenses,  can- 
not get  along  without  drawing  money  in  advance  every  day  in  the 
year.  It  is  not  because  they  are  spendthrifts  nor  because  they  wear 
fancy  clothes,  but  because  they  have  to  have  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  all  the  time.  It  costs  me  in  the  office  fifty  cents  a  day  on  an 
average  for  donations.  I  know  it  costs  the  board  members  the  same. 
You  can  say  they  can  let  those  cases  go.  In  some  of  those  cases  you 
would  be  absolutiely  inhuman  if  you  did  not  help  the  person.  The 
wages  are  so  low  the  board  members  cannot  get  along  and  appear 
decently  in  public. 

When  the  present  rate  of  wages  was  established  some  years  ago — 
it  is  only  recorded  in  history  now — you  paid  three  dollars  a  day  to  a 
board  member,  but  you  only  had  80,000  members  in  the  organization. 
Today  you  have  68,000  members  in  good  standing.  The  rate  of  pay  is 
much  less  than  it  was  then  compared  with  the  number  of  members. 
When  the  miners  were  forced  to  accept  a  reduction  by  the  vote  of 
other  districts — for  Illinois  voted  against  it — the  officers  did  not  get 
a  reduction,  but  when  we  got  the  5.55  per  cent  back  the  officers  did  not 
get  any  advance  either.  While  Walker  and  I  can  get  along  on  what 
you  pay  us — and  Walker  can  not  do  it  as  well  as  1  can  because  he  has 
a  family — the  board  members  can  not  get  along  and  live  decently. 
You  may  say  they  can  quit.    If  they  do,  some  other  fellows  will  take 
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their  places  and  would  be  up  against  the  same  proposition.  There  is 
not  a  day  in  the  week  we  do  not  have  in  our  office  from  one  to  fifteen 
men  on  the  road,  and  often  women  come  up  there  for  assistance.  I 
do  not  want  to  establish  the  system  of  giving  money  out  of  the  state 
treasury.  As  a  result.  Brother  Walker  and  myself,  or  somebody  else, 
must  dig  down  and  give  them  a  dollar  to  help  somewhat.  A  year  ago 
when  I  was  State  President  one  man,  out  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  similar  cases,  came  back  and  gave  me  two  dollars.  I  asked  him 
if  he  had  a  photograph  of  himself  that  I  might  hang  it  on  the  wall  and 
put  an  inscription  on  it. 

I  don't  want  this  convention  to  spend  fifteen  cents  of  the  miners' 
money  taking  up  the  time  of  the  delegates  so  far  as  my  wages  are 
concerned.  When  I  can  not  get  along  with  what  you  pay  me  I  have 
assurance  that  I  can  get  many  jobs  with  a  better  salary.  Five  years 
ago  I  was  offered  a  job  with  an  increase  of  fifty  dollars  a  month,  with 
the  assurance  that  I  would  be  raised  to  $175  and  $200  shortly  after. 
I  refused  because  the  offer  came  from  the  other  side.  I  ask  you  to  do 
what  is  right  by  the  Vice  President  and  the  board  members.  If  you 
think  it  is  too  much  to  give  them  four  dollars  a  day,  say  so,  and  if 
they  can  not  get  along  they  will  have  to  quit.  They  haven't  anything 
coming  sometimes  from  the  office  and  we  have  to  advance  money  to 
pay  their  running  expenses.  When  they  can  pay  more  than  four  dol- 
lars in  Iowa  and  pay  four  fifty  and  five  dollars  up  in  the  northwest  in 
districts  that  have  a  small  membership,  surely  you  can  pay  your  fel- 
lows enough  to  pay  their  way  and  be  honest  and  treat  their  families 
as  they  ought  to  be  treated.  A  board  member's  expenses  are  going  on 
when  he  is  away  from  home  the  same  as  when  he  is  there. 

We  want  to  keep  those  men  from  going  to  the  other  side.  There 
are  several  more  on  the  official  staff  who  have  been  offered  jobs  by  the 
operators,  and  then  you  come  in  with  resolutions  condemning  them 
for  going  to  the  other  side.  In  the  face  of  that  you  pay  them  wages 
that  makes  it  temptation  to  go  over.  Several  of  them  have  been  offered 
pretty  good  jobs.  If  you  want  to  keep  them  from  working  for  the 
fellow  on  the  other  side  there  is  one  way  you  can  do  it,  and  that  is  by 
treating  them  decently.  Don't  waste  five  minutes  on  my  salary,  be- 
cause when  I  can  not  get  along  on  what  you  pay  me  I  can  get  a  job 
that  will  pay  me  enough  to  live  on. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  5.55  per 
cent  and  in'serting  ten  per  cent,  the  same  ten  per  cent  to  take  effect 
from  the  beginning  of  this  contract.  (Seconded.) 

Chairman  Parrington — The  amendment  is  not  in  order.  The 
amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Evans  does  not  provide  for  5.55  per 
cent.  For  that  reason  your  amendment  does  not  amend  the  resolution 
offered  by  Delegate  Evans. 
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Delegate  Collier — Will  a  substitute  for  the  whole  be  in  order? 

Chairman  Farrington — That  depends  upon  the  nature  of  it. 

Delegate  Collier— My  substitute  for  the  whole  is  that  the  Presi- 
dent's salary  be  $1800  per  year,  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  salary  $1800 
a  year,  the  Vice  President's  salary  $1500  a  year,  and  the  board  members 
and  Auditing  Committee  four  dollars  a  day,  and  all  ligitimate  expenses. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Wilson — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  What  is  the  difference 
between  this  amendment  and  the  amendment  I  tried  to  offer  to 
Brother  Evans'  substitute? 

Chairman  Farrington — First,  Delegate  Hefferly  offered  a  substitute 
for  the  committee's  report.  It  provided  for  an  advance  of  5.55  per 
cent  on  all  salaries.  Delegate  Evans  offered  a  resolution  that  provided 
for  a  greater  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  officers  than  5.55  per  cent. 
For  that  reason  Delegate  Evans'  amendment  is  before  the  convention 
and  Delegate  Hefferly's  is  not.  Delegate  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  5.55  per  cent  and  inserting  ten  per  cent.  His  motion  is 
not  in  order  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  amendment  before  the 
convention  providing  for  5.55  per  cent  at  the  time,  because  it  had  been 
amended  by  Delegate  Evans'  motion. 

Several  delegates  called  for  the  question. 

Chairman  Farrington — Calling  for  the  question  does  not  close 
debate.  You  close  debate  if  some  one  moves  the  previous  question  and 
the  motion  is  carried. 

Delegate  Heft'erly — What  is  the  motion  before  the  house? 

Chairman  Farrington — The  substitute  for  the  whole  offered  by  Del- 
egate Collier. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  do  not  want  to  be  unfair  to  the  officers  as 
has  been  stated.  I  am  always  willing  to  give  them  the  same  increase 
we  get,  no  more  and  no  less.  I  recognize  that  the  district  officers 
rendered  invaluable  service  last  year,  but  so  did  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
members.  They  were  as  loyal  as  the  officers.  I  do  not  think  the 
argument  that  Delegate  McDonald  makes  is  a  good  one,  that  because 
they  were  so  loyal  to  the  membership  they  ought  to  have  an  advance 
in  their  salaries.  The  members  were  loyal  to  the  organization  also. 
I  understand  this  provides  for  a  20  per  cent  increase. 

Chairman  Farrington — I  haven't  figured  the  percentage. 

Delegate  Hefferly — It  is  som'ething  like  20  per  cent.  I  am  opposed 
to  anything  of  that  kind.      I  could  not  conscientiously  go  home  ana 
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say  that  I  had  voted  for  a  20  per  cent  raise  when  we  got  5.55  per  cent. 
If  we  got  a  greater  increase  than  that  I  am  willing  to  give  the  same 
increase  to  the  officers. 

Delegate  Baxeldane — I  move  that  debate  cease.  (^Seconded  and 
carried.) 

Delegate  Evans — Does  that  include  the  Legislative  Committee  and 
the  Powder  Commission? 

Delegate  Collier — Yes,  my  intention  was  to  include  all  those  offi- 
cers. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Collier  was  carried. 

Delegate  Veal — I  want  to  go  on  record  as  voting  in  opposition  to 

that. 

Delegate  Trede,  L.  U.  491,  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting  in 
opposition  to  the  substitute. 

Chairman  Parrington — If  any  delegate  desires  to  go  on  protest 
against  this  he  can  write  his  name  on  a  piece  of  paper  and  file  it 
with  the  stenographer. 

The  committee  recommended  no  amendments  to  Sections  1,  2  and  3 
of  Article  III.  The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred 
in. 

The  committee  recommended  that  Section  5  of  Article  III  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words,  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  Board  to  submit  a  report  to  each  annual  convention." 

Delegate  Evans — I  move  that  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee be  concurred  in.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  committee  recommended  no  changes  or  amendments  in  Sec- 
tions 6,  7.  8,  9  and  10  of  Article  III.  The  report  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in. 

Article  IV,  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  were  adopted  without  changes 
or  amendments. 

Article  V,  Sections  1  and  2  were  adopted  without  changes  or 
amendments. 

The  committee  recommended  that  Sections  3  of  Article  V  be 
amended  by  adding  after  the  word  "committee"  at  the  end  of  the  first 
sentence  the  words  "Powder  Commission." 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  offered  as  a  further  amendment  to  Section  3  of 
Article  V  that  the  last  paragraph  of  the  section  read:    "All  district 
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officers  shall  be  ex-officio  delegates,  with  all  the  privileges  of  regular 
delegates,  except  that  they  shall  not  be  permitted  to  vote  unless  they 
have  credentials  from  a  local  union." 

Secretary  Lewis — At  the  present  time  under  our  constitution  the 
district  officers,  whether  they  hold  credentials  from  a  local  union  or 
not,  are  not  permitted  to  vote,  and  in  some  instances  where  a  local 
union  has  not  sent  a  delegate  and  has  given  credentials  to  an  officer 
the  vote  could  not  be  cast.  Under  the  new  provision  if  a  district  officer 
holds  credentials  from  a  local  union  and  is  given  votes  he  can  cast 
them  in  the  convention.    That  is  all  it  means. 

Delegate  Clark  (J.) — Does  this  provide  that  the  Powder  Commis- 
sion and  the  Legislative  Committee  shall  be  district  officers? 

President  Walker — No. 

Delegate  Woods — A  lot  of  delegates  come  here  with  credentials. 
Why  should  a  district  officer  not  have  credentials  from  his  local? 

Secretary  Lewis — Often  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  district  officers 
in  the  convention  when  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  have  a  certain 
delegate.  The  district  officers  perform  their  duties  throughout  the 
year  and  have  to  handle  questions,  and  the  information  and  knowledge 
they  have  is  often  valuable  to  the  convention  in  formulating  policies. 

Delegate  Germer — It  says  "district  officers."  Does  that  mean  the 
sub-district  or  the  state  officers? 

President  Walker — It  means  state  officers. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried 
by  unanimous  vote. 

Section  3  of  Article  V  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Section  4  of  Article  X  was  adopted  without  changes  or  amendments. 

The  committee  recommended  that  Section  5  of  Article  V  be 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Delegates  to  district  conventions  elected  by  their  local  unions 
shall  be  paid  per  diem  while  attending  and  railroad  fare  to  and 
from  the  convention  on  the  following  basis:  Delegates  shall  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  $4.50  per  day  salary  and  $1.50  per  day  for  expenses. 
No  salary  to  be  paid  on  Sunday.  Local  unions  having  500  members 
or  less  shall  be  entitled  to  transportation  and  per  diem  for  one  dele- 
gate,' and  for  one  delegate  for  each  additianol  500,  members  or 
fraction  thereof,  when  such  fraction  is  51  members  or  more.  Each 
local  union  shall  be  assessed  its  pro  rata  share  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  convention." 
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Delegate  Crider — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  $4.50  "and 
inserting  $3.50,"  also  including  $1.50  for  expenses  on  Sunday.  (Sec- 
ondied.) 

President  Walker — The  report  of  the  committee  provided  for  no 
wages  on  Sunday,  but  the  expenses  will  go  on. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  to  table  the  amendment  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Wilson.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Germer — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  "$4.50"  and 
inserting  "$4.00"  to  conform  to  the  amount  paid  the  Board  members 
and  other  lieldworkers.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Rosan — What  expenses  are  to  be  allowed  the  Board  mem- 
bers? 

President  Walker — Their  actual  expenses. 

Delegate  Evans — I  will  agree  with  brother's  substitute  provided  it 
allows  the  delegate  their  actual  expenses.  Give  them  their  actual  ex- 
penses the  same  as  the  Board  members  receive.  Don't  limit  them  to  $1.50 
a  day.  If  a  delegate  has  to  pay  two  dolalrs  or  two  fifty  a  day  expenses 
that  will  be  his  legitimate  expenses. 

Delegate  Germer — My  amendment  merely  amends  the  per  diem. 

President  Walker — You  can  amend  the  other  afterwards. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  amendment  offered  by 
Delegate  Germer  be  laid  upon  the  table.  (Lost.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Germer  was  carried. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  "$1.50"  per  day 
and  inserting  "and  all  legitimate  expenses."  (Seconded  by  Delegate 
Evans. ) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — It  is  all  right  if  the  delegates  want  to  be  the 
same  as  the  Board  members,  but  from  my  experience  in  conventions 
if  a  man  cannot  get  along  on  $1.50  a  day  he  is  extravagant. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment.  If  dele 
gates  are  sent  to  Springfield  or  any  other  city  and  allowed  their  legiti- 
mate expenses  they  may  go  to  the  best  hotels  in  the  place.  The  Board 
members  are  in  a  different  position.  They  do  not  seek  the  best  ho- 
tels, they  know  better;  but  if  the  average  delegates  come  here  and  do 
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not  have  good  judgment  they  will  entail  a  big  expense  on  the  organiza- 
tion.  I  don't  believe  in  this  amendment. 

Delegate  Evans — I  move  to  amend  the  motion  by  allowing  the 
expenses  of  the  delegates,  but  not  to  exceed  $2.50  per  day.  (S'econded.) 

On  motion  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Evans  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — If  I  live  until  the  next  convention  I  will 
be  on  the  Transportation  Committee.  If  you  adopt  the  amendment  al- 
lowing the  delegates  their  legitimate  expenses  we  will  have  the  time 
of  our  lives  considering  what  those  legitimate  expenses  are.  Some  fel- 
low may  send  in  a  bill  of  $1.00  a  day,  another  a  bill  for  $1.50,  $2.00, 
$2.50  or  $3.00.  How  will  I  know  how  much  he  is  paying  for  his  board 
and  room?  ? 

Delegate  Williams  (E.) — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon 
the  table.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Jones — I  move  that  debate  cease.  (Seconded  and  car- 
ried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried  and 
the  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Monaghan  and  Delegate  Trede  desired  to  go  on  record  as 
voting  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Delegate  Straud — I  believe  the  committee  has  a  resolution  provid- 
ing for  the  permanent  committees  in  the  convention  being  appointed 
ten  days  prior  to  the  time  the  convention  meets  in  accordance  with 
the  action  taken  in  International  convention. 

I  would  like  to  have  the  resolution  read. 

Secretary  Lewis  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  28. 
To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
Whereas,  Much  time  and  money  is  spent  needlessly  in  our  conven- 
tions; therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  constitution  be  so  amended  that  all  important 
committees  be  appointed  and  meet  a  sufficient  length  of  time  prior 
to  the  convening  of  the  convention  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  report  at 
least  partially  on  the  first  day  of  the  convention. 

Endorsed  by  Local  Union  No.  755,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Staunton. 

(Signed)    HARVEY  B.  ^TROUD, 
PETER  MOERTH, 
EDWARD  A.  WIECK,  Secretary. 
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Secretary  Ijewis — The  committee  non-concurs. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Stroud — I  move  the  resolution  as  a  substitute  for  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  (Seconded.) 

Secretary  Lewis — That  will  mean  that  four  standing  committees, 
the  Resolutions,  Constitution,  Appeals  and  Grievances  and  Committee 
on  Officers'  Reports  will  be  called  in  a  number  of  days  prior  to  the  con- 
vening of  the  convention  to  act  on  such  matters  as  would  then  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  officers  to  be  brought  up  before  the  convention.  The 
committee  in  considering  this  matter  took  into  consideration  that  sev- 
eral of  our  committees  appointed  after  the  opening  of  the  convention 
were  absolutely  without  anything  to  do  for  three  or  four  days.  The 
Committee  on  Constitution  could  not  work  until  all  the  amendments 
had  been  referred  to  them,  and  they  could  not  complete  their  work  until 
after  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  had  been  made. 
The  same  will  apply  to  other  committees.  Grievances  and  resolutions 
are  constantly  being  brought  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  that  keep 
them  busy.  These  matters  cannot  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  tho 
committee  before  the  conventions  convene.  We  do  not  know  what  is 
coming  up,  and  many  of  the  delegates  do  not  know  what  policy  they 
will  adopt  until  after  they  get  here. 

The  argument  is  made  that  the  last  International  convention 
adopted  something  along  this  line.  It  is  a  fact  that  for  the  past  two  or 
three  years  something  was  needed  in  our  International  constitution  to 
provide  for  this  measure.  In  several  instances  in  the  last  few  years 
the  standing  committees  were  not  appointed  until  four  or  five  days 
after  the  convention  had  convened.  It  seemed  to  have  been  more  in 
the  nature  of  a  well  defined  policy  to  delay  the  proceedings  of  the  In- 
ternational convention  than  for  any  lack  of  machinery  or  method  in 
having  them  appointed.  If  it  had  been  so  desired  by  the  International 
President  committees  could  have  been  appointed  the  first  day  of  the 
convention  the  same  as  was  done  in  our  district  convention.  Taking 
everything  into  consideration,  the  committee  felt  that  the  expense  that 
would  be  occasioned  by  bringing  the  committees  to  the  convention  city 
before  we  met  would  cost  more  than  the  good  of  the  proposition. 

Delegate  Hall  (Wm.) — I  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  substi- 
tute. I  thiijk  if  the  brother  had  figured  a  little  he  would  not  have  of- 
fered it.  He  has  named  four  committees  of  five  members  each.  That 
means  twenty  men.  It  will  mean  $100  a  day  expense  for  ten  days 
prior  to  the  convention,  a  total  of  $1,000.  As  it  is  the  committee  work 
at  night  and  they  are  doing  the  work  for  nothing.  The  adoption  of  the 
substitute  will  entail  an  additional  expense  of  at  least  $1,000.   You  must 
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consider  your  treasury  as  well  as  other  things.  Delegates  do  not  al- 
ways see  the  expense  of  these  things  when  they  offer  resolutions.  If 
the  substitute  is  adopted  it  will  be  necessary  for  all  the  local  unions 
to  have  their  resolutions,  amendments  and  grievances  in  the  office  at 
least  ten  days  prior  to  the  convention.  That  will  shut  the  door  on 
matters  coming  up  in  the  convention,  although  half  the  work  of  the 
committees  comes  from  matters  that  are  brought  up  in  the  convention. 

Delegate  Stroud — Delegate  Hall  has  given  some  very  good  reasons 
why  the  substitute  should  be  adopted.  During  the  present  convention 
we  lost  two  half  days.  I  believe  he  stated  yesterday  there  were  95  locals 
not  represented  here.  We  made  provision  to  pay  delegates  four  dollars 
per  diem  and  $1.50  for  expenses  in  the  next  convention.  We  have  lo«?t 
two  half  day  sessions  during  the  present  convention.  Placing  the  min- 
imum number  of  delegates  at  200,  at  $5.50  per  day,  the  $1,000  he 
speaks  of  would  be  exceeded.  It  is  true  the  resolution  is  not  complete. 
There  should  be  another  amendment  offered  providing  that  resolutions 
and  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  should  be  sent  to  the 
office  not  less  than  ten  days  preceding  the  assembling  of  the  convention. 
If  that  is  done  the  resolutions  and  proposed  amendments  can  be 
printed,  placed  before  the  delegates  on  the  first  day  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  there  will  be  time  to  study  them  and  go  into  their  merits. 
Then  the  delegates  will  be  able  to  act  more  intelligently  upon  them. 
That  would  not  prevent  other  resolutions  or  proposed  amendmients 
coming  in  during  the  sessions  of  the  convention.  They  could  be  in- 
troduuced  at  any  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

President  Walker — The  chair  wants  to  suggest  that  the  resolution 
pending  before  the  convention  simply  provides  for  the  committees 
meeting  before  the  convention,  but  makes  no  provision  for  the  local 
union  sending  in  any  resolutions  or  amendments.  My  own  opinion  about 
the  matter  is  that  the  Resolutions  Committee  could  be  provided  for  in 
this  way  with  economy  to  the  organization,  and  at  the  same  time  have 
the  secretary  notify  the  local  unions  when  the  call  for  the  convention 
is  sent  out  about  the  provision.  Each  local  could  send  in  whatever 
resolutions  it  wished.  We  have  lost,  as  the  brother  says,  about  two 
half  days  since  we  have  been  here.  The  chances  are  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  Vvould  have  about  enough  work  to  take  up  the  entire  time 
of  the  convention  until  the  other  two  committees  were  ready  to  re- 
port. I  think  that  two  or  three  days  will  be  sufficient,  and  that  the 
Resolutions  Committee  will  be  the  only  one  that  would  need  to  be 
called  into  session  before  the  opening  of  the  convention.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution  cannot  complete  its  work  until  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  has  been  read. 

Delegate  Evans — I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  Stroud  a  question. 
How  can  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  do  its  work  if  it 
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meets  before  the  convention  opens?  Will  it  not  be  necessary  to  have 
the  parties  affected  before  the  committee  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
do  their  work? 

Delegate  Stroud — I  understand  you  assume  that  all  the  parties 
interested  are  able  to  be  here.    That  is  a  wrong  impression. 

Delegate  Evans — How  can  the  Grievance  Committee  work  unless 
the  parties  interested  in  the  appeals  come  before  them?  It  would  in- 
cur an  expense  to  the  local  union  to  send  men  to  take  up  these  appeals 
prior  to  the  convention. 

Delegate  Stroud — I  am  willing  to  have  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Appeals  and  Grievances  stricken  from  the  resolution.  My  object  is 
to  save  valuable  time  and  expense  to  the  men  we  represent. 

On  motion  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  jStroud  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  to  concur  'in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Article  VI,  Sections  1,  2  and  3  were  adopted  without  changes  or 
amendments. 

Sections  1  and  2  of  Article  VII  were  adopted  without  changes  or 
amendments. 

The  committee  recommended  no  changes  or  amendments  to  Sec- 
tion 3  of  Article  VII. 

Delegate  Baxendale — Section  3  reads,  "For  experienced  bottom  la- 
bor the  initiation  fee  shall  be  $10;  for  inexperienced  bottom  labor  the 
initiation  fee  shall  be  $50,  and  after  two  years  service  as  a  bottom 
laborer  he  may  be  admitted  to  the  face  to  mine  coal  according  to  the 
state  mining  laws,  namely,  two  years  with  a  practical  miner."  I  epoke 
the  other  day  of  a  non-practical  miner  who  had  come  to  our  mine  with 
a  certificate  that  showed  nineteen  years'  experience.  The  committee 
proved  that  he  was  not  a  qualified  miner.  Under  this  what  action  can 
the  committee  take  in  a  case  of  that  kind? 

President  Walker — They  ought  to  take  his  card  and  put  a  pre- 
mium of  something  like  $50  on  his  getting  back.  If  our  members  can 
prove  that  a  man  is  not  a  practical  miner  the  certificate  does  not  de- 
cide the  question. 

Section  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10  of  Article  VII  were  adopted  without 
changes  or  amendments. 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  of  Article  VIII  were  adopted  without 
changes  or  amendments. 
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Sections  1,  2  and  3  of  Article  IX  were  adopted  without  changes  or 
amendments. 

Article  X  was  adopted  without  changes  or  amendments. 

Sections  1,  2  and  3  of  Article  XI  were  adopted  without  changes  or 
amendments. 

The  committee  recommended  no  changes  or  amendments  in  Sec- 
tion 4  of  Article  XI. 

Delegate  King  (B.) — I  believe  you  have  a  resolution  from  Local 
800  amending  that  section.  It  provides  that  the  jState  election  shall  be 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  December  instead  of  the  second,  and  not  occur 
on  the  same  day  as  the  International  election. 

President  Walker — That  would  be  an  amendment  to  Section  5. 

Section  4  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  without  changes  or  amend- 
ments. 

President  Walker — The  lady  from  Indiana  who  made  the  appeal 
for  assistance  is  here  this  morning.  I  understand  the  special  com- 
mittee is  ready  to  report  on  her  case.  If  there  are  no  objections  we  will 
hear  the  report  of  the  committee.  Hearing  no  objections,  the  committee 
"v^ill  report. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  for  the  Special  Committee  on  Appeals,  re- 
ported as  follows:  We  heard  the  appeal  of  this  lady  from  Indiana. 
After  listening  to  the  facts  we  decided  that  the  best  way  to  help  her 
would  be  to  recommend  that  the  convention  allow  a  collection  to  be 
taken  up. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  and 
have  the  chair  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  take  up  the  collection. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Walker — The  Committee  on  Distribution  will  take  up  the 
collection. 

The  Committee  on  Distribution  took  up  the  collection,  and  later 
announced  that  $48.29  had  been  donated.  The  lady  for  whom  the  col- 
lection had  been  taken  up  made  a  short  statement  in  which  she  thanked 
the  convention  for  their  kindness  to  her. 

President  Walker — The  Committee  on  Transportation  has  a  final 
report  to  make.  If  they  report  now  the  delegates  will  be  able  to  get 
their  transportation  this  evening. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION. 

Delegate  Hall,  for  the  Committee,  reported  as  follows: 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  21,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  T^venty-Second  Annual  Convention 
of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

We,  your  committee  on  transportation,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report  on  delegates  entitled  to  transportation: 

L.  U.  No.         Delegate.  Address.  Amount. 

3  Ivo  Weir   Westville    $4  60 

4  William  Hutton   Carbon  Hill    7  96 

26    Martin  Freeman   Pittsburg    7  44 

37    Charles  Salem   Coal  City   7  96 

52    John  Kenney   Centralia    4  50 

52    Charles  Merten   Centralia    4  50 

58    W.  H.  Paul   Kewanee    4  88 

67    Frank  Strake   Breese    5  94 

88    Jesse  Anderson   Eldorado   

94    James  Blankenship   Moweaqua    2  14 

98  Frank  Soper   DuQuoin    6  68 

99  Arthur  Schoenebeck   Belleville    4  00 

101    Joe  Letacon   Pana    1  72 

106    Clint  Dowlar   Demfermline    4  25 

109    George  Bunch   Assumption    2  42 

125    John  Hittmeyer   Mt.  Olive    2  12 

146    James  Edwards   Divernon   

165    Charles  Bradley   Willisville    6  45 

167    William  Grimes   .Witt    3  40 

224    Harry  Bangert   Lincoln    1  00 

264    Dominic  Barthlomocci   Riverton    25 

283    Thomas  Page   Westville    4  92 

297    J.  E.  Sprague   New  Baden   ^   4  85 

300    James   Shaw   Nilwood   

304  John  Wachter   Belleville   4  00 

305  Fred  Koenitz   .-Rentchler    4  35 

310    George  Mehoehko   Hillsboro    2  90 

317    Daniel  Davis   Springfield   

326    Philip  Fenett   Westville    4  66 

331    Charles  J.  Johnson   Westville    4  66 

348    James  Murphy   Danville    4  30 

361    Edward  Grider   Niantic    1  00 

366    Thomas  Stevenson   Cutler    7  66 

368    A.  E.  Murphy   Cuba    4  12 

388    W.  F.  Whitehouse   Clifford    8  00 
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L.  U.  No.        Delegate.                  Address.  Amount. 

409    Edgar  Kelly   DuQuoin    6  68 

420    William  E.  Jarrell   Eldorado    7  56 

448    Charles  Burris   Springfield   

470    Daniel  Hamman   DuQuoin    6  68 

473  Charles  Bennett   LaSalle    4  76 

474  Joseph  Boucher   Belleville    4  70 

478   W.  J.  Flanans   DuQuoin    6  68 

491  Fred  Trede   Auburn    60 

492  P.  J.  Mohan   Springfield   

493  Matt  Wilken   Riverton    25 

494  Peter  Moran   Springfield   

503    Pat  McDonald   Westville    5  25 

511    Jacob  Ranft   Tilden    5  48 

527    Louis  Davis   Litchfield    1  80 

567    Frank  Lucas   '.  Springfield   

575    Claude  West   .•  Pinckneyville    6  26 

598    Harry  Williams   Lincoln    1  00 

600    Robert  Eadie   Cantrall    60 

605    John  Pieron   Murphysboro    7  86 

618    Patrick  Gallagher   Peru    4  76 

620  Joseph  Ricci   LaSalle    4  76 

621  Isaac  Poole   Sandoval    4  98 

€33    Calvin  Hibbs   Athens    75 

€44    Walter  Abrams   lillsboro   2  15 

646    Bru  Williams   Taylorville    1  08 

649    M.  W.  Loebach   Peru    4  76 

654    Thomas  Francis   Tallula   

658  George  Rosan   ,  Percy    6  40 

659  Thomas  Hendricks   Sparta    5  20 

668    William  H.  Sharp   iWorden    2  30 

683    Lee  Garner   Murphysboro    7  86 

685    Philip  Schwaab,  Sr  Collinsville    3  15 

685  J.  P.  Darmody   Collinsville    3  15 

686  Herman  Slinger,  Jr  Glen  Carbon    4  20 

687  Robert  Browning   Freeburg    5  04 

691    V.  D.  Coons   Troy    5  42 

693  James   Brown   Virden   90 

694  James  Greener   Girard     1  00 

701    Chauncey  C.  Brown   Wilderman   4  72 

703    George  Keck  O'Fallon    4  70 

705    David  Wilson   O'Fallon   4  80 

711    Frank  Shelton   Johnston  City   9  40 

715    Edward  Chappell   Odin   5  60 

720    Leo  Sapko  Staunton    2  10 
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L.  U.  No.        Delegate.                  Address.  Amount: 

721    Harry  Pierson   Pana   1  72 

726    Frank  Obermiller   Wenona    3  96 

728    William  Govan   Mt.  Olive    2  12 

730    Neill  Kelly   Gillespie    1  85 

732    George  Vicary    Pottstown   2  94 

734    George  Tomblin   ...Peoria   2  80 

736    John  Picco   Dalzell   7  05^ 

744  A.  S.  Guppy   Bartonville    2  80 

745  William  O'Brien   ...... .Pawnee     80 

750    Andrew  Adamson  Belleville    4  60 

753  P.  J.  Irvin  Bloomington    2  36 

754  William  Patterson  ........ .Riverton    25 

755  Peter   Moerth   Staunton    2  10 

755    H.  R.  Stroud   Staunton    2  10 

757  John  Griffin   .  .  ii^ikville    6  98 

758  Ewell  Wrork   Dedford    7  36 

763    Charles  Eagen    Greenridge    1  10 

765  James  Ward   Breese   5  94 

766  Alva  Coaksy   Herrin    8  38 

781    Robert  Bain   J)ecatur     1  50 

784    Al   Isgrigg   Marissa     5  32 

784    Fred  M.  Jones   Marissa    5  32 

792    John  Anderson   Norris    4  24 

794    Hugh  Wallace   Eldorado     6  84 

"798    James  Hindmarch   Harrisburg    7  16 

800    Ben  King   Streator   5  00 

800    John  Keating    .Streator    5  00- 

<S07   John  Clark  Selbytown  

^^IS   Louis  Kashack   itincoln    1  00 

OS20    Herman  Soehike   Edwardsville   2  75 

'826    Mike  Radskice   Barclay  

"843    Giles  Davis  Harrisburg     7  16 

-848    Frank  Hefferly   Collinsville  .........   3  50. 

'850    Thomas  H.  Smith   Dawson    45 

•859    Nick  Schilling   Belleville    4  05 

860    Edward  Williams   St.  David    3  90 

'  892    Sam'l  Palmer   Kingston  Mines    3  60 

893    Jess  Weston   Canton                             ..  3  72 

•  895    Henry  Priller   Roanoke    3  94 

'  929    Michael  Pietzak  Oglesby    4  68 

'  931    George  Helemer   Seatonville    7  75 

•944    Frank  Melvin   Herrin    7  20 

946    William  Bartrom   Farmington    3  52 

•951    William  Shea   Ledford    7  16 
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L.  U.  No.        Delegate.  Address.  Amount. 

959  Paul  Simmon   West  Frankfort    8  52 

980  Thomas  H.  Harney   CofLeen   4  13 

986  W.  J.  Sneed   Herrin    7  20 

992  Alex  Williams   Zeigler    7  84 

997  John  Birnbaum   Springfield   

999  Pat  Mohan   Springfield   

1000  Dallas  Vance   Herrin    12  12 

1040  D.  W.  Done   Harrisburg    7  16 

1051  Dominic  Corso   Ladd    5  25 

1053  Pat  Trainor   '  Mayton    4  16 

1055  S.  E.  Srorme   Reeves    8  38 

1057  John  Hunter   Colchester    5  06 

1059  Charles  J.  McClatchley   Carrier  Mills   7  44 

1085  Dominic  Chocketty   Cardiff    4  68 

1090  A.  F.  Germer   New  Athens    4  10 

1091  William  E.  Woods   Royalton    9  42 

1103  Evan  Evans   Westville    5  25 

1104  Isaac  Edwards   Sherrard   6  90 

1108  Joseph  Chirillo   Taft    8  96 

1112  E.  E.  Keel   Carrier  Mills    7  44 

1115  Thomas  Nevills   Springfield   

1117  Harry  Dunbar   Marion    7  04 

1146  Charles  Bell   .arterville    8  38 

1151  Chris  Jobson   Rend  City    12  30 

1193  Pat  Cowffield   Brereton    4  00 

1202  John  Baxinclade   Tilden    5  48 

1213  Thomas  Dominetto   Farmington    3  52 

1228  J.  Ward  Green  Dewmaine    6  72 

1237  John  Kane   ,Sessar    5  48 

1239  A.  A.  Pearce   Johnston  City    9  40 

1248  Leon  Lobroski   Herrin    7  20 

1273  Samuel  Collier   Carterville    8  3g 

1285  Charles  Crist   Mascoutah   4  80 

1356  O.  P.  Brown    Georgetown    5  20 

1380  E.  S.  Howard   Marion    7  04 

1401  James  Hailstone   Mathersville    6  80 

1449  B.  L.  Vickers   .Wasson   

1459  C.  M.  Norman   .Marion   7  04 

1466  James  Tygett   .^errin    7  20 

1470  Joseph  Wood   .iienton   .  ,.   8  30 

1475  J.  W.  Babb   Panama  ^   4  26 

1484  Thomas  Hunter   Nokomis  . .         ,  .-.  ^ . . 

1490  H.  W.  Harper                     .Fiatt   4  32 

1632  Joseph  Eslick   .Springfield   ;..>.>...... 
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L.  U.  No.         Delegate.                   Address.  Amount. 

1677    J.  C.  Adams   Eldorado    8  64 

1722    Ike  Weaver   Oglesby    4  68 

1749    Archie  Lete   SVestville    4  92 

1754    Richard  Lowe   Mechanicsburg    70 

1782    Fred  Tindall   Royalton    7  44 

1795    George  Sirles   Herrin    7  20 

1797    Fred  Jackson   Edgemont    4  50 

1802    John  Roach   Maryville   ,   4  20 

1865    William  Hogan   Eldorado   6  84 

1880    Thomas  Ice   vlarion    7  04 

1893    Peter  Scanlon   Witt    3  40 

1899    James  Gleason  Edgemont    4  50 

1901    D.  M.  Schreaves   VEarion    7  04 

1910  W.  C.  Keilhorn   larrisburg    7  16 

1911  Stanley  Colis    pringfield   

1941    Ben  Smith   Toj^nston  City   8  92 

1944    Frank  H.  Thomas   Westville    4  76 

1971    John  L.  Jones   West  Frankfort    8  66 

2129    L.  P.  Brown   Clarion    7  04 

2158    Elisha  Clark   iower  Hill   2  00 

2212    William  Walls   liddletown    86 

2215  Fred  Edwards   ^ohnston  City    8  76 

2216  E.  A.  Mcintosh   VEarion    7  04 

2219    James  Wilkinson   Ullespie    2  10 

2219    David  Shaw   iiilespie    2  10 

2221    George  Sommer  Benton   8  30 

2368    James  H.  Davis   vlurphysboro    7  86 

2376    E.  H.  Owlett   Jhristopher    5  80 

2384  James  McFate   Gilchrist    6  32 

2385  Wilbert  Hickman   Springfield    

2403  John  Skymanskey    pringfield   

2404  George  Holmes   Virden    90 

2416    Thomas  Gallagher   /i'armersville  :  

2441    John  Young   Springfield   

2443    William  Robinson   Blue  Mound   2  06 

2468  T.  J.  McDonald                       hristopher    5  80 

2469  William  McDowell   Fordville    7  20 

2513  Edward  Pope   Taylorville    1  08 

2514  Edward  Sattler   Shiloh    5  00 

2553  James  Straight   .-Sherman   

2554  George  F.  Cooper   White  Ash   9  40 

2555  Thomas  Duddy   Bush    8  30 

2556  Lon  Felts   Carterville    8  38 

2619    Ed  McGinnis   Beckemeyer    6  14 
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L.  U.  No.  Delegate.                   Address.  Amount. 

2621  H.  W.  Henry   Herrin    7  20 

2622  William  Roper   Decatur   1  35 

2651    James  Uhles   Winkle   5  92 

2654    William  Flynn   Auburn    64 

2656    Thomas  McCullister   Livingston    4  83 

2656  Thomas  Buynon   Livingston    4  83 

2657  Jack  Otterson   West  Frankfort    8  52 

2679    George  Dougall   Hillsboro    2  20 

2705    N.  O.  Green   Stonington    1  44 

2707    Wm.  Cloud   Benld    1  95 

2707  Edgar  Lowery   Benld    1  95 

2708  Philip  Veal   French  Village    4  00 

2710  Richard  Baum   DeCamp    2  10 

2711  James  Farrow   Cherry    5  35 

2809    Ben  Montle   Farmington    3  52 

2837    W.  G.  Russell   Carrier  Mills    7  44 

$1,002  81 
1  10 


$1,003  43 
4  96 


$1,008  39 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  HALL, 
EVAN  OWENS, 
ALEX  ROBERTSON, 
Committee  on  Transportation. 


Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  move  that  we  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Secretary  McDonald — ^We  will  pay  off  the  transportation  after  ad- 
journment. 

Delegate  Lewis  continued  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion, as  follows: 

The  committee  recommended  no  changes  or  amendments  in  Sec- 
tion 5  of  Article  XI. 

Delegate  King  asked  to  have  Resolution  No.  62  read.  The  resolu- 
tion was  read  by  Secretary  Lewis,  as  follows: 
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Resolution  No.  63. 

Resolved,  That  pection  5,  Article  XI,  be  amended  by  striking  out 
on  third  line  the  words  "second  Tuesday  in  December"  and  inserting 
"first  Tuesday  in  December." 

BENJAMIN  KING, 
JOHN  KEATING, 

.  Local  800. 

The  committee  non-concurred  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  King — ^We  want  that  changed  in  order  to  get  the  m^em- 
bers  to  vote.  When  they  come  out  of  the  mine  they  are  wet  and  have 
to  stand  there  to  vote.  Some  of  our  men  live  five  and  six  miles  away 
from  their  work.  We  cannot  get  them  to  come  to  the  hall  to  vote.  The 
only  way  we  lean  get  them  to  vote  is  to  have  them  vote  at  the  mine. 
They  are  wet  when  they  come  out  and  the  weather  is  cold.  Some  of 
them  roll  the  ballots  up  and  throw  them  away,  others  only  mark  one 
or  two. 

President  Walker — In  most  instances  under  the  old  method  we 
•did  not  get  them  out  to  vote.  The  trouble  at  your  mine  now  is  that 
too  many  of  them  come  out. 

Delegate  King — The  trouble  is  that  there  are  too  many  ballots. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  move  that  we  table  the  amendment. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Section  5,  Article  XI,  was  adopted  with  amendment. 

Section  6,  Article  XI,  was  adopted  without  changes  or  amendments. 

The  committee  recommended  no  changes  or  amendments  in  Sec- 
tion 1,  Article  XII.   The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  committee  recommended  no  changes  or  amendments  in  Sec- 
tion 2  of  Article  XII. 

Delegate  Tonkin — I  think  there  is  a  resolution  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee  amending  that  section.    I  would  like  to  have  it  read. 

Secretary  Lewis  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  A-14. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  shall  be  elected  by  a  referendum  vote 
of  the  members,  and  be  subject  to  recall  if  they  refuse  or  fail  to  enforce 
the  agreement  or  complyi  with  the  contract. 

The  committee  recommmded  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 
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Delegate  Ball — I  move  tliat  we  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Section  2  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  without  changes  or  amend- 
ments. 

Sections  1  and  2  of  Article  XIII  were  adopted  without  changes  or 
amendments. 

Secretary  Lewis^ — Section  3  of  Article  XIII,  according  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  convention,  is  amended  by  striking  out  the  second  paragraph 
on  page  28,  and  by  striking  out  the  last  three  lines  of  the  note  on 
page  29. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — Does  this  strike  out  the  commissary? 

President  Walker — It  strikes  out  the  out-of-work  benefits. 

Delegate  Davis  (P.) — I  move  that  we  strike  out  the  word  "com- 
missary" and  insert  "$3.00  cash." 

Seconded  by  Delegate  Pierson,  L.  U.  721. 

President  Walker — The  convention  has  already  decided  to  strike 
out  the  out-of-work  benefits. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "commissary" 
and  insert  "$3.00  cash." 

On  motion  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Davis  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Delegate  Eagan — 1  presented  a  resolution.  I  would  like  to  have 
it  read. 

Secretary  Lewis  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  12. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention: 
Whereas,  Owing  to  the  dissatisfaction  caused  by  the  method  used 

in  distributing  the  defense  fund;  and, 

Whereas,  A  large  amount  of  money  is  spent  in  distributing  and 

printing  order  books;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Section  3  of  Article  XIII  be  amended  by  striking 

out  the  words  in  line  22,  "commissary  and  not  in,"  making  that  line 

read  as  amended,  "distributed  in  cash." 
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Adopted  by  Local  Union  763,  Greenridge,  Illinois. 

(Signed)    CHARLES  EAGAN,  Delegate, 
JOE  MARTIN,  President, 
JAMES  McGURK,  Rec.  Sec'y, 
HENRY  KILLIAN,  Sec'y-Treas. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

President  Walker — As  it  is  the  same  matter  contained  in  Delegate 
Davis'  amendment,  no  further  action  need  be  taken  except  to  make  it 
a  matter  of  record. 

Delegate  Eagan — I  desired  to  have  it  read  because  I  did  not  have 
an  opportunity  to  speak  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Davis. 

A  Delegate — I  would  like  to  know  why  the  resolutions  that  have 
been  brought  in  by  the  delegates  have  not  been  read  by  the  committee. 

President  Walker — ^The  committee  has  read  every  resolution  that 
has  been  called  for. 

Secretary  Lewis — The  committee  recommends  that  Section  3  of 
Article  XIII  be  further  amended  by  adding  the  following  after  the  last 
paragraph  on  page  28: 

"No  donations  of  money  from  the  district  treasury  in  excess  of 
$500  for  purposes  other  than  use  of  our  own  organization  shall  be  made 
without  first  submitting  the  question  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the  en- 
tire membership." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Evans — Does  that  prevent  the  Executive  Board  from 
donating  to  any  strike  outside  of  our  own  organization? 

President  Walker — It  prevents  the  Executive  Board  from  donat- 
ing more  than  $500  to  any  strike,  but  it  does  not  prevent  the  Execu- 
tive Board  from  recommending  a  donation  and  submitting  it  to  a  refer- 
endum vote. 

Vice-President  Lawrence — It  reads,  "Our  own  organization."  Does 
that  mean  the  mine  workers  of  Illinois  or  the  mine  workers  of  Amer- 
ica?" 

President  Walker — I  understood  the  motion  to  mean,  when  origi- 
nally adopted,  any  strike. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recoramendation  of  the  committee  was  car- 
ried, and  the  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 
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Delegate  |Stroud — I  had  a  resolution  into  the  effect  that  the  names 
of  all  parties  receiving  aid  shall  be  read  in  the  local  meetings. 

Sections  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18  and  19,  Ar- 
ticle XIII,  were  adopted  without  changes  or  amendments. 

Secretary  Dewis — The  committee  recommends  that  Section  20,  Ar- 
ticle XIII,  be  amended  by  inserting  between  the  first  and  second  para- 
graphs on  page  33:  "Any  member  guilty  of  wilfully  defrauding  any 
merchant  who  extends  credit  during  a  strike  or  suspension  shall  bo 
fined  $20." 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  move  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Dove — There  is  a  resolution  in  there  from  Local  1040. 
It  provides  for  a  different  amendment 

Delegate  AVilliams  (E.) — I  am  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  think  it  is  a  function  of  a  labor  organization  to  pro- 
tect any  section  of  the  capitalist  class,  regardless  of  the  business  re- 
lations between  them  and  the  members  of  our  organization.  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  a  man  defrauding  a  tradesman  when  he  has  it  in  his  power 
to  pay  that  man  for  the  goods  he  has  got  from  him.  I  believe  this  or- 
ganization will  be  stepping  outside  of  its  province  if  it  undertakes  try 
protect  these  people. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — I  don't  see  how  the  brother  can  say  that  iff 
protecting  the  capitalist  class.  I  never  saw  a  member  of  the  capitalist 
class  yet  who  was  in  business  who  would  trust  a  coal  digger.  I  think 
maybe  the  brother  doesn't  owe  somebody  because  he  couldn't  get  credit. 

Delegate  Jarrard — I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee.  I  feel  it  will  be  a  credit  to  the  organization  if 
this  is  adopted  unanimously.  As  one  officer  of  the  organization  I  did 
what  the  other  officers  have  had  to  do,  I  have  asked  the  merchants  ta 
help  us  out,  and  pointed  out  to  them  that  our  advantage  was  their  ad- 
vantage if  they  would  stay  with  us.  After  the  fight  was  over  I  had  mer- 
chants come  to  me  and  tell  me  that  if  the  members  of  the  organization 
did  not  make  good  they  would  have  to  go  out  of  business.  I  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  this  amendment.  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted  bj 
unanimous  vote. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  received  letters  from  business  mien 
in  some  sections  of  the  territory  I  have  to  cover  stating  that  such  and 
such  members  have  been  carried  through  the  strike  by  them  and  they 
were  failing  to  pay  up.  Two  cases  in  particular  were  cited  of  men 
they  had  carried  to  the  amount  of  $100  each,  and  since  the  strike  those 
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two  feliows  have  never  been  in  this  man's  place  of  business  and  they 
liave  never  paid  him  a  penny.  I  am  going  into  that  locality  and  if  I 
can  get  the  support  of  the  local  unions  there  those  men  will  pay  that 
merchant  or  get  out  of  the  organization,  to  say  nothing  of  fining  them. 

The  dignity  of  our  organization  must  be  maintained  if  we  ever 
expect  to  achieve  greater  victories  than  we  have  achieved  in  the  past. 
If  we  fail  to  make  good  on  this  proposition  it  will  be  useless  for  offi- 
cials to  go  out  and  beg  the  merchants  to  stand  by  us.  If  we  fail  to 
make  good  they  will  say,  "You  didn't  make  good  the  other  time  and  I 
don't  believe  you  will  make  good  this  time."  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the 
organization  to  see,  when  we  look  back  over  past  history,  the  support 
we  have  received  from  the  business  men  of  our  localities.  We  should 
stand  by  them  with  all  the  power  we  have  in  order  to  force  those  who 
do  not  care  what  the  result  is  to  be  men  and  act  in  a  business-like  way, 
not  jeopardize  the  interests  of  the  man  who  wants  to  make  good. 

Delegate  Evans — I  am  not  going  on  record  opposing  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation.  I  believe  we  should  pay  our  honest  debts  as 
far  as  we  possibly  can.  I  always  believe  there  ought  to  be  some  limit. 
If  this  recommendation  is  adopted  the  merchants  throughout  the  coun- 
try will  take  it  for  granted  that  the  miners'  organization  is  on  record  in 
a  resolution  to  force  their  members  to  pay  their  bills. 

President  Walker — It  is  only  the  bills  the  merchants  trust  them 
for  during  strikes  or  suspensions. 

Delegate  Evans — Circumstances  alter  cases  of  that  character,  like 
everything  else.  Men  with  large  families  may  have  received  such 
help  and  when  the  mines  start  up  they  would  run  so  little  they  could 
not  get  the  necessaries  of  life  for  their  families.  A  merchant  may  com- 
plain that  a  man  has  not  been  making  an  attempt  to  pay  his  honest 
debts.  I  am  not  going  on  record  now  saying  that  any  man  should  not 
pay  his  debts.  I  do  it  and  I  am  going  to  do  it  while  I  am  able  to  work 
and  make  it.  I  do  not  aprove  altogether  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 
I  think  something  ought  to  be  included  to  provide  that  a  man  should 
have  a  fair,  impartial  trial  and  be  allowed  to  give  reasons  why  he  has 
failed  to  pay  a  grocery  bill  contracted  during  the  strike.  I  believe  the 
committee  should  arrange  the  recommendation  so  that  can  be  done. 
That  would  give  our  members  some  chance.  If  we  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee  as  it  reads  it  will  put  the  organization  on  record,  and 
any  members  of  our  organization  do  not  pay  bills  after  a  strike, 
whether  they  do  it  or  not,  will  be  fined.  For  that  reason  I  cannot  con- 
cur unless  there  are  some  changes  made  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Germer — I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  the  function  of 
the  organization  to  constitute  itself  a  debt-collecting  agency.  If  I 
trust  another  man  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  responsibility  of  my  trust. 
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I  feel  very  much  that  we  are  going  to  get  the  organization  in  troubled 
waters  if  we  adopt  this.  How  are  you  going  to  prove  that  a  man  wil- 
fuly  defrauds  a  m'erchant  unless  you  inquire  into  all  the  details  of  his 
private  life.  I  do  not  want  the  license  to  do  that.  A  man  will  not  be 
obliged  to  tell  us  his  private  affairs.  We  will  have  the  time  of  our 
lives  proving  that  a  man  wilfully  defrauded  a  merchant  who  trusted 
him  during  the  strike.  The  merchant  would  insist  that  the  man  was 
wilfully  defrauding  him.  Our  man  would  insist  he  was  not.  Not 
many  members  wish  to  disclose  all  their  private  affairs,  and-  there  are 
some  I  would  not  care  to  know.  I  think  the  best  thing  the  organiza- 
tion can  do  is  to  keep  their  hands  off  this  matter  and  let  the  organiza 
tion  do  the  work  it  was  established  for,  not  make  it  a  debt-collecting 
institution.  It  might  be  a  good  thing  if  the  organization  would  collect 
the  money  the  members  owe  the  organization.  That  would  be  part  of 
its  work,  but  when  it  comes  to  collecting  debts  for  business  men  it  is 
exceeding  its  limit. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  move  to  close  debate.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

The  following  delegates  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  committee  to  Section  20,  Article 
XIII:  P.  W.  Cauffeld,  William  Hall,  Dan  Slinger,  Fred  Trede,  A.  E. 
Murphy,  Charles  Johnson,  Joe  Woods,  Jess  Weston,  George  Vicary, 
Henry  Harper,  Sam  Palmer,  W.  H.  Paul,  John  Wachter,  Cal  Hibbs, 
Fred  M.  Jones,  Al  Isgrigg,  Delegate  Adams,  and  Frank  Hefferly. 

Delegate  Davis  (J.) — There  is  a  resolution  amending  that  section 
I  desire  to  have  read. 

Secretary  Lewis  read  the  following  resolution: 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention, 
District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Resolved,  That  after  the  word  "person"  in  Section  20.  of  Article 
Xni,  of  the  constitution,  the  following  words  be  added,  "or  drawing 
due  bills  or  stickers." 


Resolution  No.  14. 


Murphysboro,  111.,  Feb.  14,  1911. 


(Signed) 


R.  KEENAN, 
GEORGE  BOWERMAN, 
GEORGE  SMITH,  Local  605, 
W.  GUSBY, 
A.  H.  POOLE, 

CHARLES  PEINTEUR,  Local  683, 
JAMES  WARD,  Local  2368. 


DAVID  DAVIS, 
R.  GALLITEN, 
NICHOLAS  GREEN, 
H.  H.  KILBy, 
SILAS  BREWSTER, 
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The  committee  reported  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolution 
was  covered  in  the  present  constitution  and  no  further  action  was 
necessary. 

President  Walker — If  this  amendment  were  adopted  you  could  not 
draw  money  between  pay  days  unless  they  gave  you  the  money  in  cash. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Dove — I  would  like  to  have  a  resolution  read  bearing  on 
this  subject. 

Secretary  Lewis  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  91. 

Be  it  resolved,  By  this  convention  that  our  district  constitution 
be  BO  amended  as  to  prohibit  the  donating  of  any  money  from  the 
state  treasury  for  any  purpose  than  the  direct  benefit  of  our  own  mem- 
bership, without  first  gaining  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bership in  the  district,  to  be  decided  by  a  referendum  vote. 

(|Signed)    W.  C.  KIELHORN,  Local  1910, 
D.  M.  DOVE,  Local  1040, 
GEORGE  SUMMERS,  Local  2221, 
ALVA  COOKSEY,  Local  766. 
LON  PELTS,  Local  2556, 
CHAS.  BELL,  Local  1146, 
S.  E.  STORME,  Local  1055, 
SAMUEL  COLLIER, 
THOMAS  J.  SANDERS,  Local  1880. 

ISecretary  Lewis — That  has  been  covered  by  previous  action  of  the 
convention. 

Section  20,  Article  XIII,  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Sections  21  and  22,  Article  XIII,  were  adopted  without  changes 
or  amendments. 

Secretary  Lewis — According  to  the  action  of  the  convention  Section 
23,  Article  XIII,  is  amiended  by  inserting  after  the  words  "one  hun- 
dred dollars,"  line  1,  page  34,  "providing  he  has  been  a  member  of  a 
local  union  in  good  standing  in  the  district  for  a  period  of  thirty  days." 

Delegate  "Wilson — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Davis  (Frank) — Does  that  mean  for  a  man  who  becomes? 
totally  disabled? 
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President  Walker — If  a  man  has  been  a  member  of  the  organization 
for  more  than  thirty  days  he  will  get  the  $100  benefit. 

Vice-President  Lawrence — That  means  he  must  have  been  a  men".- 
ber  of  some  local  union  in  our  district  for  thirty  days. 

President  Walker — That  is  right. 

Delegate  Jones — When  does  a  man  become  a  member?  When  his 
card  has  been  accepted? 

President  Walker — If  he  has  deposited  his  card  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee  and  it  develops  that  the  card  is  paid  up  and  he  is  in 
good  standing  he  will  be  a  member  of  that  local. 

Delegate  Quinn — I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
committee.  A  member  from  a  sister  state  may  have  been  paying  as- 
sessm'ents  for  years,  and  if  he  comes  to  our  district  and  deposit  a  card 
and  become  injured  within  thirty  days  he  will  be  deprived  of  benefits 
in  the  place  he  formerly  held  membership  and  in  the  place  where  he 
deposited  his  card. 

President  Walker — Personally,  I  favor  this  applying  to  new  mem- 
bers who  make  application  for  membership  if  they  came  from  dis- 
tricts where  they  have  funds  of  this  kind.  In  districts  where  they 
are  paying  extra  to  a  fund  of  this  kind  we  should  try  to  make  ar- 
rangements so  that  our  cards  will  be  good  there  and  entitle  our  mem- 
bers to  benefits  in  case  of  accident  or  death,  and  agree  that  where 
members  have  been  paying  into  funds  in  other  districts  for  that  pur- 
pose they  be  given  the  full  right  of  ours  when  they  deposit  cards.  But 
if  the  members  come  from  districts  where  they  have  not  paid  into  a 
fund  of  this  kind  I  do  not  think  they  are  entitled  to  it  until  they  have 
been  in  our  district  at  least  thirty  days. 

Delegate  Kellett — Suppose  a  man  has  been  a  member  of  the  Illi- 
nois organization  for  nine  or  ten  years,  but  goes  to  another  state  for 
a  short  period,  then  cam©  back  here  and  became  injured  before  he  had 
been  in  the  district  thirty  days,  would  he  be  entitled  to  the  benefit? 

President  Walker — If  this  is  adopted  nobody  will  be  entitled  to 
benefit  unless  he  has  been  thirty  days  in  good  standing  in  some  local 
in  this  state  before  the  accident  occurred. 

Delegate  Quinn — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  that  this  applies 
only  to  new  members.  (Seconded.) 

Secretary  McDonald — The  reason  I  recommended  the  matter  I  did 
in  my  report  was  because  we  have  almost  continually  questions  arising 
in  the  office  about  whether  men  are  really  members  or  not.    I  have  iu 
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mind  two  or  three  particular  instances.  One  man  started  working 
nights.  One  of  the  committeeman  said  he  had  gone  to  him  one  even- 
ing to  get  his  five  dollars,  or  half  the  initiation  fee.  The  man  promised 
to  bring  it  the  next  night.  That  night  he  was  killed.  At  the  next 
meeting  another  member  of  the  committee  walked  up  to  the  Secretary's 
desk  and  handed  him  five  dollars,  stating  it  was  half  the  brother's  in- 
itiation fee  that  he  had  paid  some  few  days  previous.  The  death  claim 
was  held  up  for  two  or  three  months,  and  finally  the  board,  rather 
than  put  thos'e  at  home  in  an  embarrassing  position,  allowed  the  claim. 
Another  member  came  from  Iowa,  joined  the  local  and  said  he  had  a 
good  card  in  District  13.  In  order  to  protect  the  local  he  signed  an 
order  for  $10.  He  was  killed  on  the  first  trip.  Later  it  developed  he 
had  not  been  a  member  in  good  standing  in  Iowa,  because  he  had  been 
out  of  there  more  than  three  months.  A  man  who  had  been  out  wesi 
deposited  his  card  in  a  local  union.  After  a  few  days  he  died.  He 
was  practically  dead  when  he  came  there.  He  came  into  the  state  be- 
cause he  Knew  we  paid  death  benefits.  He  had  never  paid  a  cent  into 
that  fund. 

Is  it  a  good  proposition  to  permit  a  man  to  come  into  Illinois  under 
certain  circumstances,  simply  because  he  knew  if  something  happens 
to  him  his  family  will  get  $150  out  of  our  organization.  I  recommend 
that  a  man  should  be  a  member  of  some  local  union  in  this  district  at 
least  thirty  days  before  he  would  be  entitled  to  this  benefit.  In  many 
cases  men  go  into  mines  and  because  of  their  inexperience  they  are 
killed  and  we  have  to  pay  the  death  benefit.  They  are  in  there  in 
violation  of  the  law.  If  I  had  been  giving  the  interpretation  on  that 
section  as  I  intended  in  my  report  I  would  have  said  that  any  mem- 
ber who  has  been  a  member  in  this  district  previous  to  leaving  the 
state  would  be  considered  a  member  of  some  local  in  this  state  at  least 
thirty  days  if  he  came  back.  If  this  only  aplies  to  new  members  it 
will  not  cover  the  question  at  issue.  It  will  not  prevent  a  member 
from  Indiana  or  any  other  state  from  coming  in  here,  and  if  he  is  in- 
jured or  killed  having  this  benefit  paid  to  his  family  in  some  othf^r 
state.  It  should  provide  that  a  member  who  is  killed  or  dies  from 
any  cause,  who  has  been  a  member  of  this  organization  for  a  period 
of  at  least  thirty  days,  should  be  entitled  to  this  benefit.  As  I  said 
a  few  days  ago,  this  death  fund  alone  cost  our  organization  practically 
$400  a  day,  and  when  work  gets  slack  we  usually  expend  more  than 
the  one  per  cent  amounts  to  in  paying  death  and  disability  benefits. 

I  am  not  the  one  who  is  going  to  be  injured  alone,  I  am  only  go- 
ing to  be  injured  in  proportion  to  the  injury  that  is  worked  on  the  rest 
of  the  members.  We  can  write  the  checks  for  $150  if  we  have  the 
money,  but  I  think  the  constitution  ought  to  read  that  any  member 
who  has  been  a  member  in  good  standing  for  at  least  thirty  days  in 
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some  local  union  in  this  state,  if  he  is  killed  or  dies  from  any  cause, 
will  be  entitled  to  the  death  benefit  of  $150. 

We  have  had  instances  where  men  came  from  other  sf.ar.es — I  am 
glad  to  say  these  cases  are  very  few — who  claimed  they  had  oeen  in- 
jured in  District  12,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  had  been  injured 
before  they  came  into  the  state.  They  knew  we  had  benefits,  and  they 
found  it  easy  money  to  get  by  moving  over  the  border.  It  is  such  men 
as  that  we  want  to  protect  the  organization  from. 

Delegate  Clark  (J.) — There  are  districts  where  a  dispensation  is- 
granted.  Members  pay  $2.50  to  get  into  the  organization.  If  they 
come  to  the  State  of  Illinois  would  they  be  new  members  after  the-"- 
paid  the  additional  initiation  fee? 

President  Walker — If  the  chair  had  to  decide  he  would  .decide  on 
the  same  principle  as  the  man  making  application  for  membership  in 
a  local  union.  When  a  man  makes  application  for  membership  in  a 
local  union  he  puts  down  his  first  $5.00.  If  they  have  accepted  him  i  >\ 
the  local  union  and  he  has  paid  his  five  dollars,  unless  there  can  be 
something  shown  to  prove  that  he  did  not  intend  to  pay  any  more,  or 
the  local  union  discovered  some  good  reason  for  refusing  to  allow  him 
to  become  a  full  fledged  member,  the  chair  would  rule  that  his  member- 
ship would  date  from  the  time  he  paid  his  first  five  dollars. 

The  question  asked  by  Brother  Clark  relates  to  a  section  in  the- 
constitution  that  provides  for  men  who  come  from  districts  where  they 
have  a  dispensation.  If  they  come  into  our  district  before  they  have 
been  members  in  other  districts  for  three  months  they  must  pay  the 
difference  between  that  initiation  fee  and  ours.  If  they  were  members 
back  there  and  the  International  organization  considers  them  as  such,^ 
according  to  all  laws  they  will  be  considered  members  of  the  Inter- 
national. This  is  an  extra  assessment  on  them  as  a  result  of  coming 
into  our  district  prior  to  being  members  in  the  other  district  for  three 
months.  My  judgment  is  that  they  would  be  considered  members  from 
the  time  they  paid  their  initiation  fee  in  the  other  district. 

Delegate  Jarrard — I  move  to  table  the  amendment  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Quinn.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Evans — I  move  to  amend  the  report  of  the  committee  by 
having  it  apply  to  all  members,  including  those  who  have  been  mem- 
bers of  District  12,  who  have  left  the  state  and  have  come  back. 

President  Walker — Do  you  include  those  coming  from  districts 
where  they  have  similar  endowment  funds? 

Delegate  Evans — My  amendment  is  practically  in  line  with  Brother 
McDonald's  suggestion. 
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President  Walker — Your  amendment  is  that  this  would  apply  to 
members  or  to  men  who  had  formerly  been  members  of  the  Illinois  or- 
ganization who  had  left  the  state  but  had  come  back  and  have  again 
become  members  of  the  district  organization? 

Delegate  Evans — Yes. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  rise  to  amend  the  amendm^ent  by  inserting 
^'those  who  have  been  members  of  the  Illinois  organization  thirty  days 
at  some  other  time." 

Delegate  Evans — I  accept  that. 

{Secretary  McDonald — ^Would  this  not  come  nearer  complying  with 
his  desire  if  we  amend  it  to  provide  that  the  family  of  a  member  who 
has  been  in  good  standing  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  in  some  local 
union  in  this  district  who  is  killed  or  dies  from  any  cause  shall  be  paid 
this  deatn  benefit? 

The  intention  is  to  provide  that  where  a  member  has  been  in  good 
standing  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  in  some  local  union  in  this  dis- 
trict. It  would  apply  to  any  previous  period  since  this  has  gone  into 
effect.  I  think  with  that  interpretation  on  it  it  will  fill  the  bill  a  little 
better  than  the  amendment.  The  amendment  would  be  to  insert  after 
the  word  "member,"  the  words  "who  has  been,"  and  after  "standing," 
insert  the  words  "for  a  period  of  thirty  days  in  some  local  union  in 
this  district  since  this  law  regarding  death  and  disability  fund  has 
been  in  effect." 

The  amendment  as  stated  by  Secretary  McDonald  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I'he  time  for  adjournment  has  arrlvea.  I  move 
to  suspend  the  rules  and  stay  in  session  until  the  work  of  this  conven- 
tion is  completed. 

President  Walker — ^Practically  all  the  constitution  has  been 
adopted.  There  is  nothing  more  to  act  on  except  a  couple  of  apepals, 
the  payment  of  the  transportation,  the  election  of  a  Legislative  Com- 
mittee and  the  selection  of  the  next  convention  city. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  laid  on  the  ta-ble. 

At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rule  . 
to  reconvene  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  March  1st. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  1. 


EIGHTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Wednesday, 
March  1st,  President  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  E.  Lang,  of  Springfield,  entertained  the  convention  for  half 
an  hour  with  violin  music.  He  was  accompanied  on  the  piano  by  Mr. 
Carl  Kopp,  of  Springfield. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  move  as  a  mark  of  appreciation  of  the 
-entertainment  furnished  by  the  two  gentlemen  that  we  give  them  a 
rising  vote  of  thanks.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  by 
unanimous  rising  vote. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

Delegate  Lewis,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  committee  recom- 
mends no  change  in  Section  24  of  Article  XIII. 

Delegate  Bell — We  presented  a  resolution  providing  that  where 
a  member  is  sick  for  a  considerable  time  and  becomes  in  arrears,  if  a 
certificate  from  a  doctor,  attested  by  the  Secretary  and  President  of 
the  Local  Union,  is  sent  in,  it  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  dues  over  three 
months.  We  have  a  man  in  Carterville  who  worked  part  of  last  year. 
He  was  only  three  and  a  half  months  in  arrears  when  he  died.  That 
last  half  month  cut  his  family  out  of  the  benefits. 

President  Walker — The  ruling  of  the  organization  up  to  this  time 
has  been  that,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  death  and  disability  benefits, 
a  member  had  to  be  paid  up  and  in  good  standing  to  within  three 
months  of  the  time  he  was  injured  or  died.  This  resolution  would 
provide  exoneration  from  the  payment  of  dues  on  account  of  sickness. 
What  action  did  the  committee  take? 

Secretary  Lewis — The  committee  non-concurs  on  the  theory  that 
the  provisions  for  death  and  disability  fund  are  on  as  broad  a  scope  as 
the  organization  can  very  well  take  care  of. 

Delegate  Charillo — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  committee  bo 
concurred  in.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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Delegate  Patterson — I  believe  Local  Union  754,  Riverton,  has  a 
resolution  on  that  matter. 

Secretary  Lewis  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  A-15. 

Riverton,  111.,  Feb.  21,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District  No.  12,  State 
if  Illinois,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  recommend  to  your  honorable 
body  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  A., 
to  include  the  following  clause: 

"When  a  member  of  the  U.  M.  W.  A.  in  District  12  accepts  a  posi- 
tion which  involves  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  or  the  dispensing 
of  same,  he  shall  at  once  be  dropped  from  membership  by  the  local  of 
which  he  is  a  member." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  HUDDLBSTON, 
WM.  PATTERSON. 

Local  No.  754. 

Secretary  Lewis — The  committee  noncurred,  on  the  ground  that  the 
matter  is  covered  in  the  International  constitution  at  the  present  time. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  King  the  report  of  the  committee  was  con- 
curred in. 

Delegate  Lete — I  would  like  to  have  an  interpretation  from  the 
President  in  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  Section  23.  If  a  brother  is 
killed  and  no  doctor  has  attended  him  is  it  necessary  to  get  a  doctor's 
certificate? 

President  Walker — Under  the  constitution  it  is. 

Delegate  Lete — ^We  have  had  three  brothers  killed,  and  no  doctor 
was  in  attendance. 

President  Walker — The  coroner's  certificate  will  answer  in  such  a 
case. 

Delegate  Lete — Our  coroner  charged  one  dollar  each  for  the  cer- 
tificates. Our  people  think  the  certificates  of  the  local  officers  should 
be  sufficient. 

Secretary  McDonald — In  case  of  death,  where  we  have  not  been 
able  to  get  a  doctor's  certificate,  a  copy  of  the  coroner's  certificate 
has  been  accepted.  This  clause  requiring  a  doctor's  certificate  is  in 
there,  not  because  we  are  not  satisfied  about  the  cause  of  the  man's 
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death  as  stated  by  the  men  who  represent  the  local  union;  but  we 
have  had  Instances  where  some  of  our  members  have  sworn  falsely. 
Their  statements  did  not  correspond  with  the  doctor's  certificate.  We 
investigated  and  foun(|  they  had  made  incorrect  statements.  In 
some  cases,  especially  in  case  of  a  disability  claim,  the  doctor's  cer- 
tificate is  entirely  at  variance  with  the  statements  of  the  local  officers. 
The  local  representative,  anxious  to  assist  the  man,  sometimes  makes 
statements  that  differ  materially  from  the  doctor's  certificate.  That 
is  one  reason  why  we  must  insist  on  somebody  certifying,  especially 
to  the  cause  of  disability. 

During  the  past  week  I  have  had  three  disability  claims  that  would 
have  been  paid  to  men  who  were  not  entitled  to  the  money  had  it  not 
been  for  the  doctor's  certificate.  Two  of  these  men  were  injured  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  strike  while  doing  some  other  work.  One  man 
was  injured  while  working  about  his  own  home,  digging  a  well  I  be- 
lieve, or  some  work  of  that  kind.  The  statement  was  made  that  he 
was  doing  his  regular  work.  There  is  not  much  dispute  in  case  of 
death,  because  if  a  man  is  a  member  in  good  standing  when  he  dies 
his  family  is  entitled  to  the  death  benefit,  no  matter  from  what  cause 
he  died,  but  in  disability  cases  we  are  more  careful. 

I  have  a  case  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney  where  one  fellow  got  a 
disability  claim  for  another  who  was  absolutely  not  entitled  to  it.  He 
got  a  death  benefit  for  another  man,  took  out  $52  for  himself  and  gave 
the  widow  $98.  He  told  the  widow  he  had  an  awful  time  getting  it 
from  the  organization.  He  had  not  been  a  member  for  two  years. 
I  am  going  to  put  that  fellow  behind  the  bars.  Naturally  when  a  man 
dies  the  sympathy  of  every  one  in  the  community  is  aroused,  but  local 
officials  have  tried  to  make  cases  look  a  little  different  from  what  they 
really  were  in  order  to  get  the  benefit.  I  will  request  the  delegates 
to  inform  the  local  officers  that  they  should  only  ask  for  death  benefits 
in  accordance  with  the  constitution.  Many  of  them  will  write  saying 
what  a  good  fellow  a  certain  man  was,  and  will  intimate  that  the  death 
benefit  ought  to  be  paid,  although  the  man  had  not  been  a  member 
two  years.  In  one  or  two  instances  when  I  was  not  in  the  office  such 
claims  were  allowed.  In  one  instance  I  ordered  the  local  union  officials 
to  pay  the  money  back,  I  think  I  know  the  provisions  of  the  state 
constitution  about  as  well  as  any  one  in  the  state,  because  such  cases 
come  up  every  day.  The  reason  we  require  the  certificate  of  a  physi- 
cian or  of  a  coroner  is  in  order  to  prove  that  the  statements  are 
correct. 

Delegate  Smith  (P.  J.) — The  greatest  troubL^  is  that  the  doctors 
interpret  our  constitution  for  us.  When  a  man  gets  crippled  in  the 
mines  the  doctors  interpret  this  constitution.  They  think  the  poor 
fellow  will  get  the  benefit  and  that  will  give  the  doctor  a  chance  to 
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get  his  bill  paid.  For  that  reason  they  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
part  of  it.  When  a  man.  has  his  leg  broken  they  say  he  is  totally  dis- 
abled, which  he  is  for  the  time  being.  Our  constitution  should  pro- 
vide that  the  physician's  certificate  must  show  that  the  man  is  per- 
manently totally  disabled.  Two  weeks  ago  I  investigated  two  cases. 
In  both  instances  the  men  were  totally  disabled.  However,  it  was  not 
a  permanent  disability  in  either  case.  The  doctors  tell  our  local 
officials  and  the  patients  they  are  totally  disabled  and  under  our  con- 
stitution they  are  entitled  to  that  benefit.  The  doctor  wants  them  to 
get  it  in  order  that  he  can  collect  his  bill.  If  you  will  insert  the  word 
"permanent"  before  the  word  "total"  you  will  prevent  the  doctors  from 
beating  that  clause. 

Delegate  Zimmerman — In  case  of  instant  death,  where  the  coroner 
charges  for  a  copy  of  the  verdict,  or  refuses  to  give  it,  would  a  copy 
of  the  burial  certificate  of  the  undertaker  be  sufficient? 

President  Walker — The  constitution  provides  for  a  doctor's  certi- 
cate,  but  if  the  doctor's  certificate  is  not  there  and  there  is  no  question 
about  the  death  there  will  be  an  investigation.  When  positive  proof 
in  the  case  is  given,  when  it  is  proved  the  family  is  entitled  to  the 
death  benefit  under  the  law  it  will  be  paid  over. 

Delegate  Zimmerman — In  some  of  the  small  camps  where  there 
are  no  doctors  the  committee  is  required  to  go  to  some  larger  town 
and  get  a  doctor  in  order  to  secure  the  certificate.  Would  not  the 
burial  ertificate  or  a  copy  of  it  do  instead  of  the  doctor's  certificate? 

President  Walker — If  the  chair  was  deciding  the  question,  if  he 
was  satisfied  it  was  a  bona  fide  burial  certificate,  he  would  be  willing 
to  agree  that  the  heirs  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  fund.  That  sec- 
tion, however,  is  disposed  of,  and  the  entire  discussion  is  out  of  order 
at  the  present  time. 

Delegate  Stroud — I  would  like  to  get  a  ruling  on  two  different 
points  in  connection  with  the  death  beneut.  Does  a  man's  membership 
begin  when  he  delivers  his  transfer  card  to  the  committee  or  when  he 
is  accepted? 

President  Walker — The  chair  stated  yesterday  that  if  the  local 
union  had  authorized  the  committee  to  collect  cards,  and  if  they  had 
received  the  brother's  card  and  it  was  paid  up  and  he  was  in  good 
standing  his  membership  would  begin  at  that  time. 

Delegate  Stroud — In  the  clause  adopted  yesterday  providing  for 
thirty  days'  membership  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  man  from 
coming  into  the  state  when  he  is  totally  unable  to  work,  residing  here 
thirty  days  and  becoming  eligible  to  the  disability  benefit.  Is  that  a 
proper  construction  or  not? 
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President  Walker — That  is  correct.  I  expect  if  he  came  to  the 
convention  you  would  donate  him  $150  anyhow.  If  he  deposits  his 
card  and  has  been  a  member  in  good  standing  for  thirty  days  he  will 
be  entitled  to  the  disability  benefit. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  That  section  was 
amended  and  adopted  yesterday. 

President  Walker — The  point  of  order  is  well  taken.  Discussion 

is  not  in  arder  at  this  time- 
Sections  24  and  25  of  Article  XIII  were  adopted  without  changes 

or  amendments. 

The  committee  recommended  no  amendment  to  Section  1  of 
Article  XIV. 

Delegate  Stroud — I  would  like  to  call  up  a  resolution  providing 
that  all  locals  located  within  a  distance  of  five  miles  be  compelled 
to  affiliate  with  and  support  a  central  body. 

Resolution  A-15. 

To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
Resolved,  That  all  local  unions  situated  within  a  radius  of  five 
miles  of  any  central  labor  union  be  required  by  the  district  constitu- 
tion to  affiliate  with  and  support  such  central  bodies. 

HARVEY  R.  STROUD, 
PETER  MOERTH, 
Delegates  Local  755,  Staunton,  111. 

The  committee  non-concurred  in  the  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Stroud — I  move  to  substitute  the  resolution  for  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

President  Walker — The  motion  is  really  not  in  order,  because  it  is 
a  negative  motion.  It  is  the  reverse  of  what  the  committee  recom- 
mends. 

Secretary  Lewis — The  committee  believes  that  the  autonomy,  so  to 
speak,  of  the  local  union,  should  be  preserved  as  much  as  possible. 
While  conditions  may  exist  in  certain  localities  that  would  make  it 
better  for  the  local  unions  to  affiliate  with  central  bodies  and  trades 
councils,  the  conditions  may  be  such  that  the  members  of  other  locals 
would  not  desire  to  affiliate  with  the  central  body.  For  that  reason 
the  committee  believes  that  to  a  certain  extent  the  action  of  the  local 
union  in  this  matter  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  membership. 
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The  International  constitution  provides  that  each  local  union  shall  be 
affiliated  with  the  State  Federation  of  Labor.  I  would  consider  the 
matter  sufficiently  covered  in  that  ruling  of  the  International  constitu- 
tion. 

Delegate  Stroud — In  one  locality  I  have  in  mind  the  miners  were 
affiliated  with  the  Staunton  Trades  Council  at  one  time.  Under  a  cer- 
tain order  of  business  the  conditions  of  labor  were  inquired  into.  We 
were  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  work  of  each  craft.  Good  conditions 
resulted  from  that  order.  At  the  present  time  that  local  union  is  not 
affiliated  with  the  trades  council  of  Staunton,  and  the  team  drivers, 
the  clerks,  the  bartenders,  the  carpenters  and  other  trades  are  not 
organized,  and  the  concrete  walks  are  put  down  by  scab  labor.  We 
are  not  in  touch  with  the  other  crafts,  there  is  no  solidarity  to  the 
movement.  These  conditions  crept  in.  There  is  no  other  organization 
that  will  take  up  their  fight.  If  the  miners  were  required  to  affiliate 
with  the  central  body  there  would  be  an  organized  effort  and  we  would 
be  able  to  put  the  scabs  out  of  the  place  or  make  them  organize  and 
stay  organized. 

Delegate  Sharp — Some  time  ago  we  had  been  affiliated  with  the 
Trades  Council.  We  sent  a  delegation  there  for  one  or  two  years,  but 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  burden  on  us  and  we  were  not 
deriving  any  benefit  from  it.  We  decided  to  discontinue  our  affilia- 
tion, and  did  so.  I  represented  the  town  in  regard  to  putting  down 
concrete  walks.  We  had  the  work  done  by  union  labor.  There  is  no 
question  about  our  town  work.  We  employ  union  men.  It  is  true 
the  saloon  men  are  not  organized.  So  far  we  have  not  been  able  to 
do  anything  with  them.  During  the  time  we  were  affiliated  with  the 
Trades  Council  we  were  not  able  to  get  the  other  trades  he  mentioned 
organized. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  move  that  debate  cease.  (Seconded 
and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

;Sections  1,  2  and  8  of  Article  XIV  were  adopted  without  changes 
or  amendments. 

The  Burial  Siervice  was  readopted. 

Secretary  Lewis — That  completes  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Constitution,  and  is  signed  by  the  committee. 

J.  M.  ZIMMERMAN. 
JOHN  L.  LEWIS, 
HARRY  GUPPY. 
PATRICK  MCDONALD, 

P.  J.  Mcdonald. 
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Delegate  King  (B.) — I  move  that  we  adopt  the  constitution  as  a 
whole  as  amended. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  had  a  resolution  before  the  committee 
in  regard  to  checking  a  dollar  off  a  transfer  card.  I  would  like  to 
have  it  read. 

Secretary  Lewis  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  65'. 
Whereas,  The  manner  in  which  various  locals  in  this  district  create 
death  funds  by  assisting  the  members  one  dollar  each  for  depositing 
a  transfer  card,  is  a  gross  injustice,  especially  to  the  floating  element 
and 

WTiereas,  We  believe  the  state  provides  ample  funds  to  defray  the 
burial  expense  of  any  ordinary  working  man;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  District  Constitution  be  amended  to  provide 
that  such  practice  may  be  prevented  in  the  future. 

OSigned)  GEORGE  GRANGER, 
EDWARD  GRAHAM, 
ALEX.  WILLIAMS, 

Local  No.  992. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
sub-district  affected. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Greenan — I  have  a  matter  I  desire  to  bring  up. 

President  Walker — As  the  constitution  has  been  adopted  section 
by  section,  the  discussion  will  be  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  as 
a  whole  as  amended. 

Delegate  Greenan — I  mentioned  this  yesterday  and  was  told  1 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  bring  it  up  before  The  constitution  as  a 
whole  was  adopted. 

I  move  that  a  committee  of  three  be  elected  by  the  convention  to 
take  up  the  question  of  re-districting  the  state  in  accordance  with  the 
action  of  the  last  annual  convention,  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  report 
to  our  next  cenvention.  (Seconded.) 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  table  the  amendment  offered 
by  Delegate  Greenan.  (Carried.) 

Delegate  Dougal — I  ask  a  roll  call  on  that. 

President  Walker — A  roll  call  has  been  asked  for.  Are  there 
twenty-five  delegates  who  want  a  roll  call  on  this  question? 
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Delegate  Hindmarsh — Does  this  dispose  of  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  or  of  the  whole  question  of  re-districting  the  state? 

President  Walker — The  motion  was  that  you.  elect  a  committee. 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  move  that  the  Executive  Board  take  this 
question  in  hand  and  get  the  state  re-districted.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  would  like  to  amend  by  adding  the 
district  officers. 

President  Walker — It  means  the  same  thing. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Hindmarsh  was  carried. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  constitution  as  a  whole  as  amended  was 
carried. 

Delegate  Coffeld — I  desire  the  consent  of  the  convention  to  the 
introduction  of  a  resolution. 

No  objection  being  offered  to  the  introduction  of  the  resolution. 
Delegate  Cauffeld  read  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  we  endorse  the  action  of  the  engineers  in  their 
effort  to  obtain  a  member  of  the  next  Executive  Board,  and  that  the 
next  state  delegate  be  instructed  for  the  same." 

On  motion  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Following  are  the  resolutions  presented  to  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  and  not  read  by  the  committee  during  the  time  the  consti- 
tution was  being  revised: 

Resolution  No,  1. 
To  the  Convention  now  assembled: 

Whereas,  We  believe  if  we  are  taxed  for  anything  that  does  not 
go  to  run  our  organization  that  the  rank  and  file  should  say  whether 
it  be  paid  or  not;  and. 

Whereas,  We  believe  the  one  per  cent  does  not  go  to  support  the 
running  of  the  organization ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  1949,  of  the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  desire  the  one  per  cent  stopped,  or  adopted  by  refer- 
endum vote  of  the  rank  and  file. 

Presented  by 
FRANK  THOMAS,  Delegate  L.  U.  165, 
CHAS.  BRADLEY,  Delegate, 

W.  P.  SHARP,  Pres., 
C.  R.  COLE,  R.  Sec'y. 
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Resolution  No.  2. 
Resolved,  That  one  per  cent  be  discontinued,  as  it  is  too  high  a 
rate  of  insurance. 

(Signed)    L.  A.  BAUMAN,  Pres., 

JOHN  DONALDSON,  F.  Sec'y. 

Resolution  No.  A-3. 
Resolved,  That  a  referendum  vote  he  taken  before  any  extra  as- 
sessment can  be  put  on. 

(Signed)    L.  A.  BAUMAN,  Pres., 

JOHN  DONALDSON,  F.  Sec'y. 

Resolution  No.  7. 
Whereas,  We  all  favor  the  principles  of  initiative  and  referendum, 

and 

Whereas,  We  realize  that  if  the  United  States  would  adopt  such 
laws  class  legislation  would  be  diminished  and  the  working  people 
of  the  country  would  stand  better  chances,  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  it  is  our  duty  as  one  of  the  leading  labor 
organizations  of  the  world  to  be  governed  by  such  laws;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  Article  IV,  Section  1,  be  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 'The  strike  or  defense  fund  shall  be  created  by  the  district  board 
assessing  such  per  cent  on  the  gross  earnings  less  mine  expense  on 
all  members,  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  necessary  for  the  welfare 
of  the  district;  provided,  however,  such  assessment  shall  not  take 
effect  until  submitted  to  referendum  vote  of  the  members  assessed  and 
each  and  every  local  shall  be  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  vote." 

(Signed)  GEORGE  GRANGER. 
ED.  GRAHAM, 
ALEX.  WILLIAMS. 

Resolution  No.  8. 
To  the  Twenty-Second,  Annual  District  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.: 

Resolved,  That  we  amend  Article  No.  IV,  Section  No.  1  to  read, 
"That  all  dirty  coal  fines  be  placed  in  District  treasury,  same  to  be 
compiled  and  reported  monthly  to  local  where  such  fines  have  been 
paid;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved  that  each  check-weighman  at  such  mines  keep  a  record 
of  all  such  fines  checked  off  each  month,  and  the  name  of  each  person 
fined." 

W.  A.  DUNSMORE, 
JASON  NEWMAN, 
MAT  KEARNS, 
Committee  on  Resolutions  Local  Union  No.  420. 
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Resolution  No.  9. 

To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District  No.  12,  ^State 

of  Illinois,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

At  a  meeting  of  Local  No.  754,  U.  M.  W.  A.,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  recommend  to  your  honorable  body  the  incorporation  of  the 
following  in  the  constitution  of  the  Twelfth  District: 

1.  No  assessment  exceeding  three  (3)  per  cent  of  net  earnings 
shall  be  levied  without  first  taking  a  referendum  vote  on  same  by  the 
members  and  receiving  a  favorable  majority. 

2.  No  assessment  of  three  (3)  per  cent,  or  more,  shall  be  levied 
for  a  period  of  more  than  two  months  without  first  taking  a  referen- 
dum vote  on  same  and  receiving  a  favorable  majority. 

3.  No  free  grant  shall  be  made  outside  of  District  12  without 
first  receiving  a  favorable  majority  from  a  referendum  vote  of  the 
members. 

And  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  No.  754  respectfully  urge 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment  to  the  constitution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AMOS  TWIGGER,  President. 
FRANK  HUDDLESTON,  Secretary. 

Resolution  No.  A-9. 

Whereas,  There  is  much  delay  in  Sub-District  7  in  the  settlement 
of  cases  on  account  of  the  size  of  such  sub-district;  and 

Whereas,  In  such  cases  we  contribute  the  maximum  of  dues  and. 
receive  the  minimum  of  service;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  re-distribution  of  sub-district  and  state 
board  jurisdiction. 

(Signed)  W.  }C.  KIELHORN,  L.  U.  1910. 

JAMES  HINDMARSH,  L.  U.  798. 

D.  W.  DOVE,  L.  U.  1040. 
WM.  SHEA,  L.  U.  2515. 

E.  E.  KEEL,  L.  U.  1112  . 

C.  J.  McCLATCHEY,  L.  U.  1059. 

Resolution  No.  A-10. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
Resolved,  To  amend  Section  3  of  our  present  constitution  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "same"  in  line  21  to  the  word  "he"  in  line  22.  and 
insert  the  following:    "and  his  time  shall  be  devoted  to  the  office  of 
Secretary-Treasurer  exclusively." 

(Signed)  JOHN  YOUNG,  Local  2441. 
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Resolution  No.  11. 

To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District  12.  U,  M.  W.  A., 
Springfield,  111.: 

Resolved,  That  all  ofiicers  shall  be  elected  by  a  referendum  vote 
of  the  members  and  subject  to  a  recall,  if  said  officers  refuse  or  fail 
to  enforse  the  agreement  or  comply  with  the  constitution. 
Endorsed  by  the  following  local  union: 

(Signed)  W.  R.  HODOES,  President  L.  U.  1248. 

JAMES  SHELTON,  Secretary  L.  U.  1248. 

Resolution  No.  A-11. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention, 
District  12: 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  Article  VIII,  Section  3,  be  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  the  followiUig  words  in  the  last  two  lines:     "No  duplicate 
transfer  card  shall  be  issued." 
Adopted  at  our  meeting. 

(Signed)  CHAS.  EAGAN,  Delegate, 
JOE  MARTIN,  President, 
JAMES  McGURK,  Rec.  Sec'y. 
HENRY  KILIAN,  Finan.  Sec'y-Treas. 

Resolution  No.  A-12. 

Whereas,  A  good  deal  of  smuggling  of  the  transfer  cards  is  going 
on  in  our  organization,  especially  in  this  part  of  the  district;  and. 

Whereas,  The  present  law  of  qualification  of  the  miners  makes  it 
mandatory  on  all  experienced  men  to  have  a  certificate  bearing  the 
age,  color  and  nationality  of  the  holder;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  By  Local  No.  765,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  to  add  Sec.  6  to  Article 
8  and  make  said  section  of  the  State  constitution  read  as  follows: 
"All  experienced  miners  must  present  their  certificate  of  qualification 
together  with  the  transfer  card —  if  said  transfer  was  issued  in  District 
12 — and  the  mine  committee  shall  see  that  they  correspond  as  to  age, 
color  of  hair,  eyes,  nationality,  etc." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  WARD,  Delegate  No.  765, 
EDW.  McGINNES,  Delegate  No.  2619, 
FRANK  STRAKE,  Delegate  No.  67. 

Attest: 

WM.  WAHLANDT,  Pres.  No.  765, 
GUS  KINES,  Secy.  No.  765. 
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Resolution  No.  13. 
Whereas,  Depression  in  the  coal  trade  often  occurs;  and, 
Whereas,  When  such  depression  comes,  it  throws  hundreds  of 
good  members  holding  cards  out  of  employment,  while  at  some  mines 
many  men  are  still  being  initiated,  owing  to  the  initiation  fee  being 
so  small,  thereby  causing  starvation  and  desolation  among  many  of 
our  good  members;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  Article  1,  Section  2,  be 
amended  to  read,  "for  a  top  laborer  the  sum  of  $10  initiation  fee,"  and 
that  the  rest  of  the  section  be  stricken  out;  also  that  Section  3  be 
amended  to  read  that  "the  initiation  fee  for  bottom  laborers  shall  be 
$50.00,  and  that  Section  4  read  that  the  "initiation  fee  for  practical 
miner  shall  be  $50.00  unless  he  can  produce  proof  from  the  last  union 
mine  where  he  worked,  properly  signed  and  sealed,  that  will  sub- 
stantiate his  claim  as  being  practical." 

(Signed)    ALEX  WILLIAMS, 
GEO.  GRAINGER, 
EDWARD  GRAHAM, 

Resolution  No.  A-13. 
Resolved,  That  if  any  mine  manager  charged  with  discrimination 
against  brothers  makes  application  for  reinstatement  in  our  union  he 
shall  be  fined  one  hundred  dollars  if  charges  can  be  proved. 

(Signed)    A.  SCHOENEBECK,  L.  U.  99, 
JOHN  WACHTER,  L.  U.  304, 
.  NICK  SCHILLIN,  L.  U.  859, 
ANDREW  ADAMSON,  L.  U.  750, 
CONRAD  GREEN,  L.  U.  859. 

Resolution  No.  19. 

Roanoke,  111.,  Feb.  11,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  District  Convention,  Springfield, 
111.,  Feb.  21,  1911: 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  our  notice  that  unexperienced  miners, 
being  as  such  found  by  our  pit  committee  after  a  thorough  test  and 
told  that  they  must  pay  $50.00  for  initiation  fee  to  join,  went  to  another 
local  and  were  there  taken  in  as  practical  miners  and  initiated  for 
$10.00,  we  -recommend, 

That  unpractical  miners  be  allowed  to  join  our  organization  for 
the  sum  of  $10.00  or  that  the  constitution  be  strictly  enforced  in  re- 
gard to  new  members  being  given  a  thorough  test  by  the  pit  committee, 
and  also  that  foreigners  claiming  to  have  worked  in  coal  mines  in  their 
country  or  other  countries  shall  furnish  satisfactory  proof  of  such  to 
the  local  they  wish  to  join. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LOCAL  UNION  NO.  895. 
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Resolution  No.  20. 

Resolved,  That  we  endorse  the  action  of  the  engineers  in  their 
effort  to  obtain  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  and  that  the  next 
state  delegates  be  instructed  for  the  same. 

(Signed)    L.  A.  BAUMAN,  Pres., 

JOHN  DONALDSON,  Fin.  Secy. 

Local  Union  No.  1490. 


Resolution  No.  22. 

Resolved,  That  we  endorse  the  action  of  the  engineers  in  their 
effort  to  obtain  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  and  that  the  state 
delegates  be  instructed  to  intercede  for  the  same. 

This  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  Local  106  at  a  regular 
meeting  February  13,  1911. 

CLINTON  DOWLAR,  Pres., 
R.  GRIFFITHS,  Secy., 
A.  DENNEY,  Asst.  Secy. 

Resolution  No.  23. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  23,  1911. 
To  the  Delegates  to  the  IVenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  District 
12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Be  it  Resolved,  By  this  convention  that  Section  1,  Article  II  of  our 
district  constitution,  be  amended  as  follows:  After  the  word  "seven" 
in  line  3,  insert  the  word  "district."  After  the  word  "district"  in  line 
5,  insert  the  words  "and  one  International  Board  member."  After 
the  word  "the"  in  line  5,  insert  the  word  "district." 

This  will  make  the  section  read  as  follows: 

"The  officers  of  this  district  shall  be  one  President,  one  Vice 
President,  one  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  seven  District  Executive  Board 
members,  one  from  each  former  inspection  district,  and  one  Inter- 
national Board  member,  who  shall  constitute  the  District  Eixecutive 
Board.  Also  a  Board  of  Auditors  shall  be  elected  consisting  of  three 
members." 

(Signed)  W.  J.  FLAAUS,  L.  U.  478. 

JOHN  GRIFFIN,  L.  U.  757. 
{SAM  COLLIER,  L.  U.  1273. 
CHAS.  BELL,  L.  U.  1146. 
S.  E.  STORME.  L.  U.  1055. 
D.  W.  DOVE,  L.  U,  1040. 
LON  FELTS.  L.  U.  2556. 
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Resolution  No.  24. 
Whereas,  The  system  of  our  District  is  Sub-District  and  Board 
Members,  and 

Whereas,  Said  system  is  responsible  for  countless  delays  and 
large  expense,  and 

Whereas,  In  many  cases  that  are  taken  up  the  information  is  at  the 
service  of  the  Sub-District  President  and  a  decision  could  be  given 
in  the  first  place  without  letting  the  cases  drag,  and 

Whereas,  The  sub-district  ought  to  be  supreme  in  their  own  juris- 
diction; therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  be  so  amended  that  board  members 
be  dispensed  with;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Sub-District  constitute  the  State  Executive 
Board. 

(Signed)  CHAS.  FLYNN,  President, 

JESSE   EASTON,  Secretary, 

Local  No.  317. 

Resolution  'No.  30. 
Whereas,  The  miners'  organization  was  built  on  democratic  lines 
and  was  not  organized  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  to  become  our 
masters  by  keeping  them  in  office  for  all  time,  and 

Whereas,  We  have  had  a  trial  of  the  Czar  we  have  kept  in  office 
over  thirty  years;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  state  officers  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  of 
two  years  and  shall  not  be  eligible  to  hold  office  for  one  year  after 
that  term  expires.    This  to  stop  the  practice  of  swapping  offices. 
Adopted  by  Local  Union  999. 

(Signed)  J.  E.  FURLONG,  President. 

WALTER  POWER,  R.  S. 
P.  MONAGHAN,  Delegate. 

Resolution  No.  31. 
Resolved,  That  when  sending  money  for  commissary  it  shall  be 
sent  to  local  officers. 

L.  A.  BAUMAN,  President. 
JOHN  DONALDSON,  Fin.  Sec. 

L.  U.  1490. 

Resolution  No.  33. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention 
of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. — Greeting: 

Whereas.  Many  of  the  members  of  Local  Unions  of  District  No.  12 
died  after  a  long  illness  and  on  that  account  are  in  arrears  for  dues 
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and  assessments  and  thus  fail  to  get  the  burial  fund  as  provided  for 
in  Section  23  of  Article  XIII:  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  case  of  any  member  who  dies  after  having 
been  sick  for  three  consecutive  months  or  over,  a  doctor's  certificate 
attested  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  local  union  to  which 
such  member  belonged  shall  be  accepted  in  place  of  dues,  in  so  far  as 
the  burial  fund  is  concerned. 

JOHN  O.  HARRIjS,  President, 
L.  G.  GRAIN,  Secretary, 
GHAS.  BELL,  Delegate, 

Local  Union  No.  1146. 

Resolution  No.  35. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Gonven- 
tion,  District  12,  V.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  election  of  officers  and  the  holding  of  a 
convention  every  year  we  believe  to  be  an  unnecessary  expense 
amounting  as  it  does,  to  about  $24,000.00  which  we  think  could  be  put 
to  a  much  better  use;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  State  Executive  Board  submit  to  a  referendum 
vote  of  all  the  local  unions  in  District  12,  the  following: 

1st.  Shall  the  officers  elected  in  the  year  of  1912  serve  for  two 
years  or  not  (as  at  present). 

2nd.  Shall  the  convention  held  in  1912  be  for  two  years  instead  of 
one  as  at  present?  This  is  not  to  interfere  with  our  officers  calling  a 
special  convention  when  they  deem  it  necessary. 

JOHN  E.  HARRIS,  Pres. 
L.  G.  GRAIN,  Secy., 
GHAS.  BELL,  Delegate, 

Local  Union  1146. 

Resolution  No.  41. 
W!hereas,  An  unnecessary  amount  of  money  has  been  spent  by  the 
Springfield  Sub-district,  No.  5,  for  conventions,  officers'  salaries  and 
rent;  and. 

Whereas,  The  per  capita  tax  has  been  raised  from  five  cents  to 
ten  cents  per  member  from  January  1,  1911;  and. 

Whereas,  We  have  not  met  the  operators  in  joint  convention 
since  1905,  and  the  members  of  the  sub-district  have  not  received  any 
returns  from  the  money  spent;  and, 

Whereas,  Local  unions  in  the  Springfield  sub-district  elect  stand- 
ing delegates  for  one  year  to  sub-district  conventions;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  appeal  to  the  state  convention  held  in  Spring- 
field Tuesday,  February  21,  1911,  to  provide  that  all  sub-district  presi- 
dents shall  act  as  board  members  in  said  sub-district  and  shall  be  paid 
from  state  funds;  and  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That  all  other  sub-district  offices  shall  be  abolished 
after  April  1,  1911,  and  when  it  becomes  necessary  in  scale  years  the 
sub-district  president  shall  call  a  special  convention. 

This  to  be  made  Section  6,  of  Article  V. 

Resolved,  That  we  appeal  to  the  officers  and  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention who  have  been  fearless  in  the  cause  of  right  and  who  believe 
that  money  paid  by  members  of  this  organization  should  be  used  for 
good  results  to  the  members,  not  paid  to  officers  whose  duties  are  un- 
necessary and  a  financial  burden  to  the  rank  and  file. 

(Signed)    RICHARD  BARRY,  President, 

CHAS.  SCHNEIDER,  Rec.  Secy. 
D.  E.  NEYLON,  Fin.  Secy. 

The  committee  referred  the  resolution  to  tne  sub-district  conven- 
tion. 

Resolution  No.  42. 

Whereas,  The  members  of  Local  1085,  believing  that  the  Death 
and  Accident  Fund  in  the  State  of  Illinois  is  being  imposed  on  to  a 
certain  extent,  which  creates  a  hardship  on  our  State  Treasury,  and 
is  a  hindrance  to  our  ever  expecting  to  get  an  indemnity  law  to  be 
paid  by  the  employers  passed;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Section  23  of  Article  XIII  be  striken  from  our 
State  Constitution  and  our  Legislative  Committee  be  instructed  to 
m.ake  every  effort  toward  getting  a  Liability  law  passed. 

Adopted  February  14,  1911. 

J.  J.  WILLIAMS, 
SAMUEL  MARAGHAN, 
JOHN  FURGESON, 
TALBY  GRA.TANN, 
ARTHUR  HAMILL, 

Resolution  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  43. 

Roanoke,  111..  Feb.  11.  1911. 
To  the  Delegates  and  Officers  at  the  District  Convention  at  Springfield, 
111.,  February  21,  1911: 

Whereas,  Having  during  the  last  strike,  received  many  complaints 
from  members  wishing  to  receive  cash  instead  of  commissary  checks; 
therefore,  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  any  time  the  miners  shall  receive  help  from  the 
organization  it  shall  be  given  in  cash  and  not  in  commissary  checks. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  * 

L.OCAX.  UNION  NO.  895. 

Resolution  No.  44. 

Whereas,  The  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  has  always  been  in  favor  of  the 
initiative  and  referendum;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  1  per  cent  fund  shall  be  used  for  death  and 
disability  and  for  the  relief  of  local  unions  out  on  strike  or  suspension 
in  District  12,  and  shall  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  unless  so 
ordered  by  a  convention  of  District  12  or  by  a  referendum  vote  of  the 
rank  and  file. 

(Signed)  CHAS.   FLYNN,  President, 
JESSE  EASTON,  Secretary, 

Local  Union  No.  317. 

Resolution  No.  45. 

Riverton,  111..  Feb.  21.  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention  of  District  No.  12,  State 
of  Illinois,  United  Mine  "Workers  of  America: 
At  a  meeting  of  Local  No.  754,  U.  M.  W.  A.,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  recommend  to  your  honorable  body  the  incorporation  of  the 
following  in  the  constitution  of  the  Twelfth  District,  the  same  to  be 
added  to  Article  XIII,  Section  23: 

"A  member  in  case  of  death  of  his  wife,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
death  benefit  of  $50.00." 

And  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  No.  754  request  and  urge 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment  to  the  constitution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AMOS  TWIGGER,  President. 
FRANK  HUDDLElSTON,  Sec. 

Resolution  No.  46. 

Sparta,  111.,  Feb.  20.  1911. 

To  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws: 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  659, 
and  our  delegate,  Thomas  Hendricks,  instructed  to  place  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  proper  committee. 

Article  XIII,  jSection  3.  Strike  out  the  word  "sixty"  and  insert 
■"thitty."    Strike  out  "three  dollars"  and  insert  "five  dollars."  Where 
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the  constitution  reads  "commissary  and  not  in  cash,"  it  he  reversed 
to  read,  "cash  and  not  in  commissary." 

Article  VIII,  Section  1.  After  the  word  "nationality"  in  line  6 
insert  "any  member  so  declared  on  account  of  color  or  nationality 
shall  report  to  the  proper  authorities  at  once  or  be  fined  $5.00  and 
said  local  be  fined  $100.00." 

Resolution  No.  64. 

Resolved,  That  commissary  be  paid  in  money  instead  of  commis- 
sary checks. 

L.  A.  BAUMAN,  President, 
JOHN  DONALDSON,  Fin.  Sec'y, 

Local  Union  1490. 

Resolution  No.  A-67. 

To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  District  12: 
Resolved,  That  all  officers  of  the  district  be  elected  by  direct  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  organization. 

(Signed)    W.  R.  HODGE,  Pres., 

JAMES  SHELTON,  Sec'y. 

L.  U.  1248. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  any  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
the  state  of  Illinois  electioneering  for  himself  or  any  other  person  for 
an  office  or  for  delegate  to  a  convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  shall  be 
disqualified  and  can  not  hold  any  office  or  be  a  delegate  to  a  conven- 
tion of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  for  a  period  of  two  years. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  1085,  Cardiff,  111. 

Resolution  No.  68. 

Whereas,  A  circular  issued  some  time  since  by  the  state  office 
contains  the  statement  that  it  takes  about  all  of  the  one  per  cent  to 
keep  up  the  death  and  accident  fund;  and. 

Whereas,  We  believe  if  it  requires  the  one  per  cent  assessment  tO' 
keep  up  those  funds  they  are  too  expensive;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Section  23  of  Article  XIII  be  stricken  from  the 
constitution. 

(Signed)    ED.  WATKINS, 
JULIUS  NAGI, 
GEORGE   D.  MILLER, 

Committee  Local  146. 
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Resolution  No.  69. 

To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  United  Mine  Workers  of 
District  12: 

Resolved,  That  Article  XIII,  Section  24,  be  stricken  fcom  the  con- 
stitution, as  it  imposes  a  hardship  on  the  local  union  to  pay  high  hall 
rent,  secure  poor  accommodations  and  general  dissatisfaction  and  in- 
convenience. 

(Signed)    W.  R.  HODGE,  Pres., 

JAMES  SHELTON,  Sec'y, 

Local  Union  1248. 

Resolution  No.  A-69. 

Whereas,  Our  officers  and  delegates  have  been  adopting  our  con- 
stitution; and, 

Whereas,  Our  officers  da  not  make  any  recommendation  to  the  rank 
and  file;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  constitution  be  adopted  by  a  referendum  vote 
of  the  members  of  District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

We  believe  it  is  not  necessary  to  explain  how  it  may  be  done,  as 
we  have  able  officers  and  assistants  who  can  furnish  the  information. 
State  officers  are  referred  to  in  this  note.  The  object  is  to  get  the  best 
information  on  all  matters  in  order  to  get  a  constitution  that  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  organization  will  approve  and  not  blame  the  officers  and 
delegates  for. 

(Signed)    J.  E.  FURLONG,  Pres., 

WALTER  POWER,  Sec'y,  ■ 
P.  MONAGHAN,  Delegate, 

Local  Union  999. 

Resolution  No.  70. 

Whereas,  State  Secretary  McDonald  has  pointed  out  in  his  annual 
report  that  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  is  simply  an  institution  to 
collect  dues  from  the  organization,  and 

Whereas,  Knowing  as  we  do  the  executive  ability  of  our  worthy 
President,  John  H.  Walker,  who  in  his  annual  report  to  the  assembled 
delegates  advocated  in  time  of  peace  that  we  prepare  for  war,  and 

Whereas,  Believing  as  we  do  that  our  financial  resources  should 
be  husbanded;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  make  no  more  contributions  to  an  organization 
that  in  times  of  this  class  war  has  handicapped  the  true  militant 
fighters,  and  has  been  literally  a  corpse  upon  our  hands,  and  be  it 
further 
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Resolved,  That,  realizing  as  we  do  the  inevitable  class  struggle 
between  capital  and  labor,  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we 
must  build  up  an  organization  of  real  live  men,  with  a  civilization 
that  understands  the  historic  mission  of  the  working  class,  said  organ- 
ization to  be  based  on  the  class  struggle;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  sever  all  connection,  official  and  otherwise  with 
the  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

(Signed)  PHILLIP  VEAL,  L.  U.  2708,  Belleville,  111. 
W.  H.  SHARP,  L.  U.  658,  Warden,  111. 
EDWARD  WILLIAMS,  L.  U.  860. 
FRANK  HEFFERLY,  L.  U.  848. 

Resolution  No.  .71. 

Whereas,  Conditions  have  recently  been  brought  forth  showing 
that  an  officer  may  do  things  that  are  not  satisfactory  to  the  member- 
ship and  these  things  may  be  done  in  such  a  manner  that  charges 
could  not  be  made  against  him,  and 

Whereas,  We  have  no  other  way  provided  to  remove  an  officer  who 
has  become  unsatisfactory;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  To  amend  our  state  constitution  to  provide  that  on 
petition  of  ten  per  cent  of  the  members  of  the  division  affected  (either 
district,  executive  board  district,  sub-district  or  local,  as  the  case  may 
be),  the  question  as  to  whether  the  officer  shall  be  recalled  shall  be 
submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  members  of  the  division  of  which  he  is 
an  officer. 

A  majority  vote  shall  decide  the  question. 

(Signed)  JULIUS  NAGI, 
NED  WATKINS, 
GEO.'  D.  MILLER, 
Committee  L.  U.  14G. 

Resolution  No.  79. 

Eldorado,  III.,  Feb.  15.  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  District  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.: 

Whereas,  In  District  No.  12  of  Illinois,  we  are  divided  into  so 
many  sub-districts  that  it  incurs  a  large  expense  on  the  rank  and  file 
of  District  No.  12,  and 

Whereas,  We  do  not  derive  any  benefits  from  any  of  these  sub- 
districts  in  settling  disputes  or  grievances  of  any  kind;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  abolish  these  sub-districts  and  give  to  each 
local  union  power  to  adjust  its  own  grievances  by  calling  board  mem- 
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bers  to  such  local  affected  in  case  the  local  can  not  adjust  the  griev- 
ance, and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  one  board  member  for  each  Sub-District, 
such  board  member  to  be  elected  by  the  rank  and  file 'of  sub-district 
affected. 

W.  A.  DUNSMORE, 
JASON  NEWMAN, 
MAT  KEARNS, 
Committee  on  Resolutions  Local  Union  No.  420. 

Resolution  No.  79-A. 

Resolved,  That  Section  20,  Article  XIII,  of  the  constitution  be 
amended  to  read: 

"Any  member  discounting  his  compensation  for  labor  performed 
for  less  than  its  full  value,  through  the  process  of  discount  "stickers," 
"coin"  or  orders  on  any  firm  or  person,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor and  shall  be  expelled  from  the  organization  for  a  period  of 
six  months,  and  can  only  become  a  member  by  paying  the  regular 
initiation  fee." 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  local  to  enforce  this  section  after  being 
notified  by  a  sub-district  or  state  officer  to  do  so.  Any  local  failing  to 
do  so  will  be  subjected  to  a  fine  of  $200,  said  fine  to  be  paid  into  the 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund. 

(Signed)  D.  W.  DOVE,  L.  U.  1040,  Harrisburg,  111. 
W.  C.  KIELHORN,  L.  U.  1910. 
WM.  SHEA,  L.  U.  2515. 
JAMES  HINDMARSH,  L  .U.  798. 

Resolution  No.  99.  . 

Mr.  John  H.  W^alker, 

President  District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
Springfield,  Illinois. 

Dear  jSir  and  Brother — Our  local  has  sent  a  delegate  to  your  con- 
vention, but  I  do  not  think  he  will  try  to  do  anything  about  what  I 
asked  him  to  do;  that  is,  that  the  mine  examiners  be  classed  some  way 
or  other  in  the  constitution  that  all  the  examiners  have  is  a  scale 
of  $3.21.  The  coal  company  says  they  want  me  as  examiner  at  the 
mine  whenever  there  is  any  one  working;  still  the  mine  committee  says 
the  examiner  is  not  entitled  to  any  more  time  than  any  other  shift 
man.  I  do  not  think  it  proper  for  the  committee  to  govern  the 
examiner's  work.  I  think  we  should  have  the  same  condition  as  the 
hoisting  engineers.  I  am  only  an  examiner  here  and  could  not  do 
this  through  the  local. 
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Hoping  there  will  be  something  done  in  this  respect  that  will  save 
more  or  less  trouble,  I  remain, 

Yours, 

JOHN  HENLEY, 

Local  Union  No.  305. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  you  that  no  money 
will  be  used  out  of  the  state  treasury  to  further  the  interests  of  any 
candidate  of  any  political  party,  and  that  our  state  officials  have  the 
right  to  boost  any  labor  candidate  they  think  best.  (Seconded.) 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate 
Evans  be  laid  upon  the  table,  (Carried.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  made  a  report  for  the  Special  Committee  on 
Appeals.  The  committee  recommended  that  a  Mrs.  Campbell,  for 
whom  an  appeal  had  been  made,  be  given  $50.00;  that  a  member  who 
formerly  lived  in  Carterville  who  had  been  injured  on  a  railway  train 
be  given  $35.00,  and  that  a  member  who  was  ill  in  the  hospital  at 
Bloomington  have  a  collection  taken  up  in  the  convention  for  his 
benefit. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  each  appeal  be  acted  upon 
separately.    (Seconded  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Baxendale — I  move  as  a  substitute  that  we  donate  $150 
out  of  the  state  treasury,  $50  in  each  case.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  move  that  the  motion  be  laid  upon  the 
table.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Collier — By  request  the  delegates  from  Local  1164  and 
Local  766  and  a  few  others  presented  this  claim  for  Mrs.  Campbell. 
We  all  know  the  situation.  Brother  Thomas  Campbell  was  a  charter 
member  of  Local  1273.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  in  poor  cir- 
cumstances. He  died  of  pneumonia  while  we  were  in  Columbus.  He 
had  worked  up  to  within  seven  or  eight  days  of  his  death.  The  appli- 
cation for  death  benefit  was  made  and  the  check  was  received.  Mrs, 
Campbell  said  she  would  rather  have  the  check,  because  she  could 
deposit  it  and  draw  on  it  to  pay  the  rent  and  buy  food.  She  told  us 
this  when  we  asked  her  if  she  would  rather  have  it  in  cash.  She  has 
eight  children,  the  oldest  about  sixteen,  the  youngest  only  six  or  eight 
weeks  old.  The  older  children  are  girls  and  the  younger  one  are  boys. 
We  submitted  this  proposition  to  the  committee  and  depended  upon 
their  generosity.    The  amount  will  not  go  very  far.    She  is  living  in 
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one  of  the  company  houses,  and  whenever  she  fails  to  pay  the  rent  she 
will  have  to  go  somewhere  else.  Seven  hundred  dollars  would  buy  her 
a  home,  and  it  would  not  mean  more  than  one  cent  from  each  member 
in  this  state.  Brother  Campbell  had  lost  an  eye  and  had  been  in  the. 
hospital  some  time  before  he  died.  It  took  money  for  that  treatment 
in  the  hospital. 

Delegate  Lete — I  move  that  she  be  donated  $150. 

President  Walker — That  motion  has  already  been  voted  down. 

Delegate  Dougall— No  doubt  this'  lady's  circumstances  are  de- 
plorable. I. believe  in  every  coal  camp  in  the  state  there  are  people  in 
much  the  same  position.  If  we  brought  all  these  cases  in  here  I  do 
not  suppose  we  would  have  enough  money  in  the  treasury  to  donate 
to  all  of  them.  We  have  two  or  three  cases  in  our  locality,  but  we  try 
to  feed  and  clothe  them  ourselves. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  wish  to  speak  in  regard  to  the  first 
member.    Was  he  a  member  when  he  lost  his  arm? 

Delegate  Wilson — Yes. 

Delegate  Williams — Did  he  receive  the  disability  benefit? 

Delegate  Wilson — No,  he  was  not  entitled  to  it. 

Delegate  King — He  lived  in  Carterville.  He  was  on  his  way  from 
DuQuoin  to  his  home.  He  made  an  appeal  to  the  state  office  for  a  dis- 
ability benefit.  Under  the  constitution  the  secretary  could  not  pay  it. 
We  recommend  that  he  be  given  $35.  Mrs.  Campbell  has  already  re- 
ceived $150  from  the  state  treasury.  The  man  in  Bloomington  is  sick 
in  the  hospital  He  has  been  sick  since  the  first  of  April.  We  only 
recommend  a  collection  for  him. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Williams  (A.),  debate  was  closed. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Hefferly — There  is  a  picture  of  the  last  Columbus  con- 
vention being  circulated  among  the  delegates  with  the  compliments 
of  Fuel.  We  don't  want  any  compliments  from  that  rotten  sheet.  I 
move  you  that  we  refuse  to  allow  any  pictures  or  literature  emanating 
from  the  office  of  Fuel  to  be  circulated  in  this  hall. 

Delegate  Owens  (E.) — They  were  placed  in  the  lobby  and  the  dele- 
gates were  allowed  to  take  them  if  they  wished  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Greenan — I  move  to  table  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate 
Hefferly.  They  are  there,  and  if  the  delegate  wishes  to  take  one  he 
can  do  so;  if  not,  he  can  leave  it  there. 
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The  motion  to  table  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Delegate  Davis  (F.) — We  have  a  brother  here  with  us  who  has 
spent  $600  in  the  hospital  at  Murphysboro.  The  doctor  says  if  he 
will  stay  that  §50  will  perform  an  operation  on  him  that  will  cure 
him  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  work  in  time.  He  has  not  worked  for 
a  year  and  never  will  be  able  to  work  without  an  operation.  I  believe 
the  convention  ought  to  do  something  to  help  send  him  to  the  hospital. 

President  Walker — ^The  chair  does  not  like  to  be  put  in  the 
position  of  in  any  way  discrediting  appeals  of  this  kind.  I  expect 
they  appeal  to  me  as  strongly  as  they  do  to  any  one;  but  when  you 
make  donations  out  of  the  state  treasury  under  certain  circumstances 
every  other  member  in  the  same  position  will  feel  he  is  entitled  to  the 
same  consideration. 

Delegate  Clark  (B.) — If  such  appeals  are  to  be  allowed  I  have  an 
appeal  to  make  for  my  local  union.  We  have  worked  one  day  this 
month  and  two  days  the  last  half  of  January.  Last  week  when  I 
went  home  I  found  the  supervisers  had  been  obliged  to  provide  help 
for  fifty-four  families.  The  conditions  the  members  were  up  against 
was  on  account  of  the  mine  shutting  down.  When  they  went  to  the 
groceries  the  merchants  who  had  been  carrying  them  said  they  could 
not  do  so  any  longer.  We  help  all  the  members  we  can,  but  we  have 
not  worked  more  than  one  day  this  month.  When  we  are  giving  to  the 
rest  of  the  people  our  members  should  be  considered. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  no  action  be  taken  on  fur- 
ther appeals. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  have  several  appeals  here.  One  or  two 
were  sent  to  our  office,  and  at  the  Executive  Board  meeting  we  decided 
to  refer  them  to  this  convention.  There  are  two  of  them  I  think  wo 
can  handle  ourselves  if  the  board  is*  given  authority  to  act.  However, 
we  would  like  to  have  instructions  from  the  convention  in  regard 
to  two  of  them.  The  other  is  referred  to  the  convention.  The  first  is 
from  Glace  Bay,  Nova  Scotia.  Secretary  Walker  read  the  following 
letter  from  Glace  Bay  Nova  Scotia: 

Office  District  No.  26. 

UNITED  MINE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA. 

Glace  Bay,  N.  S.,  Feb.  16,  1911. 

John  H.  Walker,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — ^We  take  the  liberty  at  this  time  of  writing 
you,  and  for  the  purpose  of  appealing  to  your  District  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  you  for  some  assistance  to  help  us  out  for  the  present. 
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Our  District  at  present  is  not  in  a  very  flourishing  condition; 
our  men  are  being  discriminated  against  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
cannot  earn  enough  money  to  support  themselves  and  families,  and 
that  being  the  case  they  cannot  pay  any  dues,  for  all  they  are  good 
members  of  our  organization,  and  on  that  account  we  are  falling  be- 
hind financially,  and  also  the  winter  season  is  our  worst  time,  there 
being  no  shipping  and  all  the  men  are  doing  is  stocking  the  coal  for  the 
summer  trade.  And  to  come  to  the  matter  at  hand,  we  are  asking  you 
if  your  District  could  lend  us  $1000.00  for  eight  months,  as  we  know 
that  next  summer  will  see  our  organization  flourishing  in  this  district. 
With  best  wishes  we  are  yours  fraternally, 

DAN  McDOUGAIaL,  District  President. 

J.  B.  McLACHLAN,  District  Sec'y.-Treas. 

Delegate  Davis  (J.) — I  move  you  that  this  convention  lend 
$1,000  to  District  No.  26,  Nova  Scotia,  for  one  year.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hindmarsh — I  rise  to  amend  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
District  Executive  Board  and  allow  them  to  use  their  discretion  in  the 
matter.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Farrington — Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen:  I  am  in  fa- 
vor of  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Hindmarsh.  Several  months 
ago  it  happened  to  be  my  fortune  to  visit  Nova  Scotia.  One  of  the 
towns  I  visited  in  that  province  was  Glace  Bay.  While  it  is  true  that 
the  International  Union  has  spent  a  great  many  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  I  believe  the  appeal  from  the  Dis- 
trict President  ought  to  be  given  favorable  consideration  by  the  Dis- 
trict Executive  Board.  Most  of  the  money  that  has  been  spent  in  the  * 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia  has  been  spent  in  Spring  Hill.  There  is  a  strike 
there  that  has  been  on  for  about  eighteen  months,  I  believe.  Spring 
Hill  and  Glace  Bay  are  separated  from  each  other  by  about  three 
hundred  miles.  We  have  a  solid  organization  in  Spring  Hill  while  in- 
Glace  Bay  there  is  only  a  partial  organization. 

At  the  time  the  men  in  Glace  Bay  went  on  strike  they  were  solidly 
organized.  The  strike  was  settled  and  we  were  told  that  the  men  had 
succeeded  in  securing  an  equitable  contract  at  the  time  the  strike  was 
settled.  It  later  developed,  however,  that  the  men  went  back  to  work: 
under  an  absolute  surrender.  At  the  present  time  there  is  positively 
no  v/ritten  contract  of  any  character  between  the  men  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization,  despite  the  fact  that  we 
were  told  in  the  official  organ  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  that  such 
a  contract  had  been  made.  There  are,  however,  in  the  town  of  Glace 
Bay  many  good  loyal  members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organiza- 
tion, but  they  are  in  a  hopeless  minority.  Because  of  their  being  in  the 
minority  it  is  a  desperate  struggle  for  them  to  maintain  even  the  sem- 
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blance  of  an  organization.  The  men  who  belong  to  out  organization 
are  blacklisted  and  are  only  given  work  in  the  mine  when  the  opera- 
tors can  not  secure  members  of  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Association 
to  fill  their  places  in  the  mines. 

In  the  month  of  November,  I  believe,.  I  was  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
bitter  cold  weather  was  just  coming  on  in  that  locality.  The  men  had 
only  been  at  work  a  couple  of  months  in  Glace  Bay  after  a  strike  of 
ten  months.  They  were  in  bad  circumstances,  not  only  because  of  the 
strike  but  because  of  the  low  wages  paid  in  that  province.  The  aver- 
age wages  of  the  miners  of  Glace  Bay  is  $1.69.  At  the  time  I  was  there 
the  mine  committees  were  going  around — I  mean  the  mine  committees 
representing  the  P.  W.  A.  organization — serving  notice  on  the  mine 
management  that  they  would  have  to  remove  the  members  of  our 
organization  in  order  to  make  places  for  the  members  of  the  P.  W.  A. 
The  management  was  carrying  into  effect  the  demands  of  the  com- 
mittee representing  the  P.  W.  A. 

So  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn  while  I  was  in  Nova  Scotia  the  Pro- 
vincial Workmen's  Association  was  an  ineffective  organization.  As 
evidence  of  that  I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  for  nearly 
forty  years  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Association  had  jurisdiction 
over  the  mine  workers  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  during  that  period  the  men 
who  were  members  of  that  organization  have  not  gained  one  cent 
increase  in  wages  nor  any  improvements  in  their  working  conditions. 
The  only  time  they  received  any  increase  was  when  the  United  Mine 
Workers  inaugurated  a  strike  in  that  district.  In  order  to  keep  them 
at  work  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  did  agree  to  give  them  a  ten  per 
cent  advance.    They  are  still  carrying  that  advance. 

With  the  calibre  of  men  we  have  in  Nova  Scotia,  if  men  of  charac- 
ter and  activity,  men  who  will  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  building  up 
an  organization,  a  good  substantial  organization  can  be  established 
there.  We  have  up  to  this  time  spent  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  in  that  province,  but  the  most  of  it  has  been  spent  in  Spring 
Hill,  where  the  men  are  still  on  strike.  When  I  was  there  every  one 
of  the  district  officials  were  working  without  salary  and  paying  his 
own  expenses.  They  were  not  getting  any  assistance  from  the  Inter- 
national organization  in  that  direction.  They  were  not  given  the  same 
consideration  that  has  been  given  to  officers  of  districts  that  were 
partially  organized ;  but  those  men  were  carrying  on  the  work  to  the 
best  of  their  ability  without  salary  and  paying  their  own  expenses. 
I  feel  that  where  men  are  willing  to  do  that  in  order  that  the  sem- 
blance of  the  organization  we  have  in  Glace  Bay  may  be  maintained 
they  ought  to  be  given  some  consideration  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
organization  where  that  rank  and  file  is  able  to  render  assistance. 
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I  hope  this  matter  will  be  referred  to  the  District  Executive  Board 
with  discretionary  power. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  District  Executive  Board  with  power 
to  act  was  carried. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  communication: 

"Hillsboro,  111.,  Jan.  26,  1911. 

"Mr.  Duncan  McDonald, 
Springfield,  111., 

"Dear  iSir  and  Bro — Our  members  have  been  planning  lately  the 
building  of  a  hall,  also  starting  a  co-operative  store.  The  question 
was  left  to  a  referendum  vote.  The  vote  is  as  follows:  96  for  building 
in  Cortkamp;  69  for  building  in  Schrane  City;  37  for  no  hall. 

"Now,  Brother  McDonald,  we  have  at  present  $1500  in  our  treas- 
ury and  we  would  like  to  borrow  the  remainder  from  the  state,  so  we 
could  get  right  down  to  work  as  soon  as  the  weather  would  permit 
We  would  also  pay  interest  on  the  money. 

"Trusting  to  have  a  favorable  reply  in  the  near  future,  we  are. 
Yours  very  truly, 

PETER  DOUGALL,  President. 
DAVID  KNOX,  Secretary. 
EMIL  ALLEN, 
C.  E.  BERRY, 
C.  M.  Jones. 

Mine  Committee." 

Secretary  McDonald — I  replied  stating  that  I  would  lay  the  matter 
before  the  board.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  I  read  the  letter, 
and  as  there  were  several  appeals  there  we  decided  to  refer  them  to 
the  convention  for  action. 

President  Walker — If  we  send  this  money  to  them  it  will  be  as  safe 
as  though  we  bought  bonds  or  loaned  it  to  any  one  else. 

Delegate  Dougall — I  am  the  delegate  from  that  local.  We  hav.- 
started  to  build  a  hall.  We  are  going  to  build  it  near  two  mines 
The  nearest  mine  to  us  in  the  east  is  nine  miles;  to  the  north  there 
are  no  mines.  If  we  build  a  hall  to  meet  in  we  will  have  a  chance  to 
rent  to  three  or  four  secret  societies.  We  want  to  have  a  co-operative 
store  in  the  lower  part. 

In  speaking  to  Secretary  Manuel  of  District  25,  I  was  informed 
that  he  had  written  to  England  for  literature  on  the  co-operative 
store  system.  I  asked  him  to  have  the  literature  sent  to  me.  I  re- 
ceived it  the  other  day.  We  might  get  money  in  Hillsboro  to  build 
a  hall,  but  the  money  sharks  want  to  rob  us.    We  understand  the 
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district  is  loaning  money  at  a  smaller  rate  of  interest  than  we  can 
get  it  in  Hillsloro.  For  that  reason  we  ask  this  loan  of  District  12. 
At  any  time  District  12  needs  the  money  we  will  be  ready  to  get  it 
and  repay  the  district.  The  officers  of  that  local  will  have  a  place  to  do 
their  office  and  committee  work  in  without  any  cost.  I  hope  you  will 
grant  our  request. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  move  you  that  we  concur  in  that  resolution 
or  communication,  providing  the  hall  is  built  from  bottom  to  top  by 
union  labor. 

Delegate  Dougall — The  motion  is  not  necessary.  I  will  guarantee 
that  it  will  be  built  from  bottom  to  top  by  union  labor. 

Delegate  Jones — We  had  a  similar  question  up.  We  have  abouc 
$4000  in  the  local  treasury.  We  can  borrow  all  the  money  we  need  by 
paying  six  per  cent,  but  we  have  decided  to  ask  the  Executive  Board 
for  money  to  help  build  the  hall.  I  suppose  it  will  be  included  in 
this  motion. 

President  Walker — If  this  is  adopted  I  presume  the  Executive 
Board  will  take  it  as  an  indication  of  what  the  wishes  of  the  organiza- 
tion  are.  We  will  make  an  investigation,  and  if  we  were  satisfied 
it  was  a  secure  investment  the  money  will  be  loaned.  I  believe  the 
Executive  Board  will  take  this  as  an  indication  of  the  wishes  of  the 
organization. 

Delegate  Kellett — I  move  that  the  money  be  loaned  without  inter- 
est. (Seconded.) 

I  move  as  a  substitute  that  this  whole  subject  be  referred  to  the 
District  Executive  Board  with  power  to  act.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Collier — ^What  are  the  amounts  needed  for  these  halls? 

Delegate  Dougall — We  will  need  about  $2000.  I  have  no  objection 
to  having  it  referred  to  the  Executive  Board,  but  we  are  waiting  for 
an  answer. 

President  Walker — The  Executive  Board  will  hold  a  meeting  th^s 
afternoon  if  we  adjourn  at  noon.  I  feel  safe  in  saying  a  large  majority 
of  the  Board  is  favorable  to  starting  these  institutions,  provided  it  is 
done  on  a  reasonable  and  solid  basis. 

Delegate  Eslick — Isn't  there  a  law  on  the  statute  books  of  Illinois 
now  in  regard  to  co-operative  stores?  Will  it  not  have  to  be  amended 
before  we  can  start  them? 

President  Walker — It  may  be  it  will  have  to  be  amended  before 
we  can  start  a  legal  co-operative  corporation,  recognized  as  such  by  the 
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law,  but  I  think  we  can  arrange  in  such  a  way  that  the  institution 
can  be  started  on  practically  the  same  basis  as  in  Europe,  with  every- 
thing just  as  secure  as  it  is  there. 

Delegate  Eslick — At  one  time  we  wanted  to  start  a  co-operative 
store  in  Auburn.  When  we  went  to  the  chief  clerk  in  Secretary  Rose's 
office  he  said  we  could  not  start  it.  He  said  the  law  was  not  intended 
that  poor  men  start  co-operative  stores  in  Illinois. 

President  Walker — That  is  rather  strange,  because  they  have 
them  in  almost  every  other  branch  of  industry  in  the  state. 

Delegate  Eslick — He  said  if  we  organized  we  would  have  to  organ- 
ize under  the  common  law.  He  said  if  we  organized  under  the  co' 
operative  law  every  stockholder  would  have  to  work  there  in  that  store 
in  turn. 

President  Walker — Practically  every  politician  in  the  state  house 
is  there  as  a  result  of  the  backing  he  got  through  the  financial  inter- 
ests of  the  state,  and  practically  every  financial  institution  in  the  state 
is  opposed  to  the  workers  starting  co-operative  stores.  The  very  best 
you  would  get  from  them  would  be  the  worst  of  it  in  every  way;  but 
the  fact  remains  that  there  are  co-operative  corporations  in  practi- 
cally every  line  of  industry  in  the  state  outside  of  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, and  in  some  instances  there  are  co-operative  institutions  in  that 
business.  I  have  no  doubt  these  stores  can  be  started  on  a  solid  and 
safe  financial  footing.  If  the  law  is  as  Secretary  Rose  or  his  assistant 
stated  to  you  it  will  be  worth  a  little  money  to  find  out  and  get  the 
facts  in  such  a  way  there  will  be  no  question  about  it.  I  am  satisfied 
if  it  is  in  the  statute  as  he  stated,  all  we  will  need  to  do  will  be  to 
bring  it  before  the  legislature  and  have  it  changed  to  conform  to  what 
is  at  least  nearly  right. 

Delegate  Jackson — Can  the  local  unions  use  the  money  now  in  the 
treasury  to  start  co-operative  stores? 

President  Walker — Any  money  they  have  not  appropriated  for  any 
other  purpose  can  be  used  in  that  way. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  every  local  union 
trying  to  get  its  own  hall.  I  am  also  in  favor  of  starting  co-operative 
stores,  provided  it  is  done  in  a  way  that  will  moan  success.  Unfortu- 
nately in  the  past  many  of  our  co-operative  stores  have  failed.  They 
have  failed  for  several  reasons.  In  most  instances  some  good  fellow 
was  put  in  charge  out  of  the  local  union,  instead  of  getting  some  one 
experienoed  in  that  line  to  do  the  purchasing.  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
state  lending  what  money  it  can  for  this  purpose,  but  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  lending  it  without  interest.  If  this  convention  should  instruct  the 
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was  a  sort  of  intruder.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  any  member  of  the 
District  Executive  Board  saw  fit  to  question  my  right  to  be  in  the 
board  meeting  under  the  present  constitution  I  would  be  debarred  the 
right  to  attend. 

During  the  strike  in  our  district  at  one  of  the  meetings  in  Chicago, 
the  meeting  that  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  closing  up  the  agree- 
ment, I  was  requested  to  leave  that  joint  meeting  simply  because  I 
was  not  a  member  of  the  District  Executive  Board.  The  operators  had 
a  man  they  did  not  desire  in  the  meeting,  who  was  not  a  member  of 
the  board,  and  in  order  to  get  him  out  they  came  to  the  District  Presi- 
dent of  your  organization  and  asked  him  to  have  me  retire.  If  I  am 
expected  to  serve  the  Illinois  miners  and  give  them  the  best  service 
it  is  possible  for  me  to  render  I  do  not  want  to  be  in  that  .position. 
If  I  am  going  to  represent  you  I  am  going  to  give  you  the  very  best 
service  it  is  possible  for  me  to  give;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  want 
you  to  give  me  every  opportunity  to  place  myself  in  a  position  where 
I  can  give  you  the  best  service  possible. 

Delegate  Jackson — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  tabled.  (Sec- 
onded but  not  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Farring- 
ton  was  carried. 

Delegate  Greenan — If  we  adopt  the  section  as  amended  can  we  not 
take  up  the  other  matter  under  miscellaneous  business? 

President  Walker — Under  miscellaneous  business  or  when  it 
comes  to  adopting  the  constitution  as  a  whole. 

Section  1  of  Article  II  was  adopted  as  amended. 

International  Board  Member  Farrington  in  the  chair. 

To  section  2  of  Article  II  the  committee  offered  no  amendments. 
The  section  was  readopted. 

Secretary  Lewis — The  committee  has  an  amendment  to  offer  to 
Section  3  of  Article  II.   The  following  resolution  has  been  offered: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  Al. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  22,  1911. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Convention,  District 
12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  living  has  greatly  advanced  during  the  past 
few  years  and  this  advance  in  the  price  of  the  necessities  of  life 
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board  to  lend  money  without  interest  and  demands  came  in  for  more 
money  than  we  had  in  the  treasury  we  would  be  criticised  tor  loaning 
to  some  and  not  to  others.  The  money  we  have  on  certificates  of  de- 
posit in  the  banks  brings  three  per  cent  interest.  1  am  in  favor  of  loan- 
ing to  the  local  unions  at  three  per  cent  interest  if  they  will  first  pay 
at  least  one-third  or  one-half  of  the  amount  necessary  to  put  up  the 
hall.  If  we  lend  it  to  them  it  will  bring  the  same  returns  to  those  who 
are  not  building  halls  as  the  bankers  are  now  paying.  Some  of  them 
possibly  would  hesitate  if  they  were  required  to  do  this  and  put  up  a 
certain  sum  of  money  and  pay  the  low  interest  rate. 

I  am  saying  this  as  a  protection  to  our  state  treasury.  If  this  con- 
vention instructs  the  board  to  lend  money  without  interest  the  chances 
are  a  large  majority  of  the  locals  will  ask  for  this  money.  If  it  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Board  I  will  take  the  position  that  the  locals 
should  put  up  a  good  portion  of  the  money  themselves  to  show  good 
faith  and  borrow  the  balance  from  the  state  treasury  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  proposition  and  would  much  rather  loan 
the  money  to  them.  If  we  had  lots  of  money  I  would  be  in  favor  of 
loaning  it  without  interest  provided  we  got  a  first  mortgage  on  the 
lot  and  building.  But  if  we  did  that  they  would  all  want  the  same 
privilege,  and  it  might  place  us  in  a  position  where  we  could  not  meet 
our  other  obligations. 

I  hope  the  locals  that  haven't  their  own  halls  will  make  arrange- 
ments to  rais-e  half  the  money  and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  will  be 
willing  to  do  what  I  can  to  have  them  borrow  the  balance  from  the 
state  treasury. 

The  local  of  which  I  am  a  member  has  had  a  hall  for  years.  In 
fact  it  was  bought  under  the  Knights  of  Labor.  When  we  went  into 
the  Progressive  Union  we  enlarged  the  hall.  In  the  first  place  it  was 
fifty  feet  long  by  twenty-five  feet  wide.  When  we  were  financially  able 
to  do  so  we  made  it  200  feet  long  and  50  feet  wide.  We  use  the  upper 
halls  for  a  dance  hall  and  lodge  meetings.  They  paid  $100  for  the  lot 
and  it  is  now  worth  easily  $1,000.  They  have  had  good  returns  on  the 
money  invested. 

Delegate  Veal-^I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.    This  is  not  in  order. 
The  motion  is  to  refer. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  plead  guilty,  but  I  wanted  to  speak  on 
this  before  it  was  disposed  of. 

President  Walker — Brother  Veal,  I  think,  has  been  out  of  order 
in  nine-tenths  of  the  discussions  he  has  made  during  the  convention, 
and  he  has  had  the  floor  about  as  much  as  all  the  other  delegates  com- 
bined, but  his  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 
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Delegate  Dongall — We  have  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  of 
our  own.  money  to  put  into  this  hall. 

President  Walker — The  motion  is  to  refer,  and  on  Brother  Veal's 
point  of  order  you  are  not  in  order. 

Delegate  Kellett — I  desire  to  state  why  I  offered  the  amendment. 

President  Walker — A  point  of  order  has  been  raised  and  any  dis- 
cussion except  on  the  motion  to  refer  is  out  of  order. 

Delegate  Kellett — After  extending  that  courtesy  to  Secretary  Mc- 
Donald I  believe  it  should  be  extended  to  me. 

President  Walker — Delegate  Veal  raised  a  point  of  order  on 
Secretary  McDonald  and  the  chair  had  to  rule  that  it  was  well  taken. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Board  with  power  to  act  was 
carried. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  communication: 

Sorento,  111.,  Feb.  11,  1911. 
"Mr.  Duncan  McDougall,  Secretary-Treasurer  District  12: 

"Sir — I  suppose  that  Brother  Thomas  Reynolds  has  informed  -you 
of  the  condition  here.  The  reason  we  did  not  notify  you  of  our  trouble 
here  was  because  of  their  promise  to  pay  day  after  day.  We  have 
members  who  came  here  strangers,  they  are  at  the  mercy  of  the 
merchants  for  their  daily  wants,  and  having  received  no  money  this 
year  are  in  a  bad  plight.  They  are  in  need  of  the  necessities  of  life, 
and  indeed  we  are  about  all  in  the  same  boat.  As  you  know,  the 
merchants  do  not  like  to  carry  men  indefinitely  without  some  assur- 
nace  of  pay  for  goods  sold.  If  it  is  possible  at  all  to  help  us  financially 
please  do  so,  as  the  men  here  need  assistance  badly.  We  are  now  out 
four  weeks  for  our  money. 

Fraternally  and  respectfully, 

JOHN  JULIUS,  President,  Sorento,  HI." 

Secretary  McDonald — I  said  I  would  refer  this  to  the  Executive 
Board,  as  under  the  constitution  I  had  no  authority  to  give  them  aid. 
It  is  referred  to  the  convention  with  the  other  communications. 

Delegate  Williams  (A.) — I  move  that  no  action  be  taken  in  the 
matter.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  communication: 

Middletown,  111.,  Feb.  16,  1911. 

"'Mr.  John  Walker, 

"Dear  Sir  and  Brother^ — At  the  regular  meeting  of  Local  Union 
2212  I  have  been  instructed  to  notify  you  that  after  an  investigation 
we  find  that  119  of  our  members  are  in  need  of  immediate  aid. 
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"Hoping  you  will  put  this  before  the  Board,  trusting  you  will  do 
your  best  for  us,  and  thanking  you  for  what  you  can  do,  we  are. 

Yours  with  best  wishes, 

THOMAS   MARSH,  President. 
JOHN  BEDDOW;S,  Rec.  Sec'y. 
NEIL  GRANT, 
JAMES  HARRIS, 
MIKE  DACEY, 

Committee." 

Secretary  McDonald — This  mine  closed  down  some  weeks  ago, 
went  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  and  the  men  did  not  receive  their 
pay  the  middle  of  the  month. 

Delegate  Flaaus — I  move  that  no  action  be  taken  in  this  matter. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Walker — The  collection  taken  for  the  member  at  the 
hospital  in  Bloomington  amounts  to  $18.35. 

Delegate  Irvin — I  suggest  that  the  money  be  turned  over  to  Secre- 
tary McDonald  and  that  he  send  it  to  the  brother. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — I  move  you  that  no  money  be  given  out  of 
the  state  treasury  to  any  individual  for  campaign  purposes.  (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate  Sneed — I  move  that  we  table  the  motion  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Evans.    (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Evans  was  carried. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  move  you  that  in  the  future  no  bonds  be  pur- 
chased  by  the  state  officers  with  the  money  of  the  state  organization 
unless  the  proposition  is  first  submitted  to  the  rank  and  file  for  a 
referendum  vote.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hefferly — This  convention  has  gone  on  record  twice,  once 
unanimously,  in  favor  of  the  initiative  and  referendum.  It  has  also 
gone  on  record  in  regard  to  purchasing  the  bonds  of  the  Chicago  Daily 
Socialist.  Now,  to  be  consistent,  I  believe  all  such  matters  should  be 
referred  to  the  rank  and  file  for  a  referendum  vote. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  want  to  assure  Delegate  Hefferly  and  the 
rest  of  the  delegates  that  there  is  not  much  danger  of  our  purchasing 
bonds.  No  railroad  bonds  have  been  purchased  during  the  present  ad- 
ministration. During  the  last  year  I  had  occasion  to  sell  $200,000 
worth  that  were  purchased  before  my  administration.  There  is  no 
danger  of  any  railroad  bonds  being  purchased,  even  if  the  motion  is  de- 
feated, and  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted. 
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Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — move  to  amend  by  providing  that  it  be  re- 
ferred at  each  annual  election.    ({Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Cooper — I  had  a  resolution  that  was  presented  to  the 
committee.  The  Resolutions  Committee  had  it  but  made  no  explana- 
tion of  it.   I  would  like  to  read  it  and  have  it  made  part  of  the  records. 

Delegate  King — I  move  that  it  be  given  to  the  stenographer  to  be 
made  part  of  the  record.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Following  is  the  resolution  referred  to  by  Delegate  Cooper: 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  14,  1911. 
It  is  hereby  agreed  between  the  State  Mine  Inspectors  of  the 
Third  and  Fourth  Districts  and  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the 
Springfield  Sub-District  No.  5  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
that  the  inspectors  of  said  districts  make  a  detailed  report  of  in- 
spections to  the  Secretary  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  once  each  week  and 
that  copies  of  said  reports  be  made  by  the  said  secretary  of  the  Labor 
Bureau  to  the  secretaries  of  the  different  locals  comprising  the  Spring- 
field Sub-District. 

M.  J.  POWER, 
THOS.  COOPER, 
THOS.  EKIS, 

J.  A  Mcdonald, 

JOHN  DUNLOP, 
THOS.  WiEEKS, 

Legislative  Committee. 

Secretary  McDonald — 1  have  a  resolution  that  properly  should 
have  been  presented  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  Under  the 
rules  I  can  not  present  it  without  unanimous  consent. 

Unanimous  consent  being  given  to  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following: 

"Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  25,  1911. 

"Whereas,  An  effort  is  being  made  on  the  part  of  some  weak- 
minded  people,  who  are  not  known  to  have  any  other  visible  occupa- 
tion, to  organize  what  is  known  as  "The  Boy  Scouts;"  and, 

"Whereas,  This  organization  is  being  encouraged  and  fostered  by 
the  employing  class,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  these  young  minds 
for  a  military  training,  the  better  to  fit  them  for  strike  breakers,  mili- 
tiamen, or  both,  both  being  in  the  same  class,  and  with  the  further 
view  of  establishing  a  military  despotism  such  as  people  of  portions 
of  Eprope  are  endeavoring  to  free  themselves  from;  therefore,  be  it 
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"Resolved,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  as  opposed  to  any- 
such  form  of  militarism  as  exemplified  by  this  cheap  form  of  toy  sol-, 
diery,  as  it  has  no  place  in  a  free  government,  and  condemn  same  as 
being  un-American  in  every  sense. 

(Signed)    DUIsCAN  McDONALD. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Delegate  Rosan,  and  carried  by 
unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  Williams  (B.) — I  would  like  to  thank  the  delegates  to  the 
convention  on  behalf  of  the  strikers  at  the  Taylorville  Paper  Mill  for 
the  assistance  you  have  rendered  and  the  encouragement  you  have  ex- 
tended. The  situation  there  is  quiet.  About  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  deputies  have  been  sworn  in  since  the  militia  was  taken  out  of 
there.  I  believe  the  statement  I  made  here  has  been  verified — that 
it  was  unnecessary  for  the  sheriff  to  send  for  the  troops  in  the  first 
place.  About  one  hundred  warrants  have  been  sworn  out,  most  of 
them  for  members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  The  State's  At- 
torney has  absented  himself  for  some  reason,  but  before  he  left  he  ap- 
pointed the  attorney  who  has  always  been  the  attorney  of  the  paper 
mills  and  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  operators  He  would  not  pros- 
ecute any  coal  operator.  In  fixing  up  the  papers  to  summon  people 
to  appear  for  trial  he  would  not  have  any  of  the  strikers  out  there. 
We  don't  believe  anyone  will  be  convicted,  but  we  will  be  forced  to 
go  into  the  court  at  considerable  expense. 

Since  this  convention  took  action  in  the  matter  and  the  report 
was  sent  out  that  we  were  willing  to  help  the  strikers  the  first  suc- 
cessful attempt  has  been  made  to  bring  about  a  conference.  The  de- 
mands of  the  strikers  will  be  considered,  but  what  the  result  will  be 
we  do  not  know.  We  do  not  know  what  authority  the  attorney  repre- 
senting the  paper  mill  company  has,  but  he  is  going  to  attempt  to  bring 
about  a  conference.  From  the  statement  he  made  there  is  nothing 
between  them  but  recognition  of  the  union.  I  want  to  thank  you  again 
on  behalf  of  those  people  who  have  been  on  strike.  The  encourage- 
ment has  given  them  new  life  and  they  will  fight  it  out  to  a  finish. 

Delegate  Veal — I  want  to  ask  the  delegate  one  question. 

Delegate  Williams  (B.)— All  right. 

Delegate  Veal — In  your  opinion,  if  Governor  Deneen  had  sent  the 
attorney  general  down  there  to  interpret  the  economic  interests  of 
the  workers  against  the  employers,  instead  of  ordering  out  the  troops, 
would  it  not  have  been  successful? 
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Delegate  Williams  (B.) — I  don't  know  that  I  can  answer  without 
a  great  deal  of  study,  but  sending  the  militia  into  Taylorville  has  not 
helped  the  paper  mill  any  I  can  assure  you. 

Delegate  King — I  move  that  we  proceed  to  the  election  of  the 
Legislative  Committee.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Walker — How  will  you  elect  the  committee? 

Delegate  Shaw  (J.) — I  move  that  before  any  candidate  is  elected 
he  must  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Evans — I  move  to  amend  by  providing  that  the  lowest 
candidates  drop  out  in  case  there  is  no  election  on  the  first  ballot. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (G.  F.) — I  move  as  a  substitute  that  the  three 
candidates  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  on  the  first  ballot 
be  declared  elected.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  move  that  we  table  the  substitute.  (Sec- 
onded, but  not  carried.) 

The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Wilson  (G.  F.)  was  carried. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  rise  to  place  in  nomination  John  L.  Lewis 
of  Panama. 

Delegate  Eslick — I  wish  to  place  in  nomination  Brother  William 
Han  of  Springfield. 

Delegate  Osborne — According  to  the  action  of  the  convention  some 
days  ago  the  Legislative  Committee  is  going  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Mines  and  Mining  Investigation  Committee.  I  believe  we  ought  to  be 
represented  on  that  committee  from  the  North  and  I  place  in  nomina- 
tion Charles  Bennett  of  LaSalle. 

Delegate  Flaaus — desire  to  place  in  nomination  a  delegate  from 
the  southern  field,  James  Kelly. 

Delegate  Kellett — I  desire  to  nominate  William  Walsh  of  Pawnee. 

Delegate  William  O'Brien  was  nominated. 

Delegate  Ben  King,  Taylorville,  was  nominated. 

Delegate  David  Wilson,  O'Fallon,  was  nominated. 

Delegate  Lete — I  desire  to  nominate  Thomas  Page  of  Grape 
Creek. 

Delegate  Pope — I  desire  to  place  in  nomination  Henry  Pierson.  * 
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Delegate  Edwards — I  desire  to  nominate  Fred  Cooper,  of  John- 
son City. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  move  to  close  nominations. 

President  Walker — That  motion  is  always  out  of  order.  Are 
there  any  further  nominations?    If  not,  nominations  are  closed. 

Delegate  O'Brien,  Delegate  Page,  Delegate  Pierson  and  Delegate 
Cooper  declined  the  nomination. 

President  Walker — There  will  have  to  be  a  committee  of  tellers 
appointed,  and  I  do  not  want  to  appoint  anyone  you  think  will  be 
influenced  by  the  chair  in  counting.  If  there  is  any  objection  to  the 
chair  appointing  I  would  rather  have  the  convention  select  the  tellers. 

Delegate  King  (B.) — I  move  that  Secretary  McDonald  count  the 
votes.    (Seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote.) 

President  Walker — ^Each  delegate  has  three  votes.  You  can 
cast  one  vote  each  for  three  candidates. 

Delegate  Williams  (B.) — I  would  like  to  decline  the  nomination. 

President  Walker — Is  there  any  objection  to  Brother  Williams 
withdrawing? 

A  number  of  delegates  objected  to  Delegate  Williams  withdrawing. 

President  Walker — It  is  too  late.  Brother  Williams. 

On  the  first  ballot  Delegate  John  L.  Lewis  of  Panama  was  elected 
by  unanimous  vote  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Hall  received  96  votes,  Delegate  Bennett  51  votes.  Dele- 
gate Kelly  76  votes.  Delegate  Walsh  56  votes,  Delegate  Williams  97 
votes,  Delegate  Wilson  25  votes. 

President  Walker — Delegate  John  L.  Lewis  was  elected  by  unani- 
mous vote,  Delegate  William  Hall,  of  Springfield,  and  Delegate  Ben 
Williams,  of  Taylorville.  having  received  the  highest  number  of  votes 
are  duly  elected  members  of  the  Legislative  Committee  for  the  ensu- 
ing term. 

Brother  James  Kelly  having  received  the  next  highest  vote  is  the 
first  alternate,  William  Walsh  is  the  second  alternate  and  Charles 
Bennett  is  the  third  alternate. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  believe  it  will  be  in  order  to  select  a  place 
for  the  next  convention. 
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President  Walker — That  is  in  order. 

Delegate  Farrington— I  move  that  we  proceed  to  select  a  place 
for  our  next  annual  convention.  (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Walker — How  will  you  select,  by  a  majority  vote  or  a 
high  vote? 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  move  that  it  be  a  majority  vote.  (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate  Eslick — I  move  as  a  substitute  that  the  city  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes  on  the  first  ballott  be  declared  the  city 
in  which  to  hold  our  next  convention.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Kellett— I  move  to  table  the  substitute.  (Seconded,  but 
not  carried.) 

The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Eslick  was  carried. 
Delegate  Rosan — I  nominate  Springfield. 

D-elegate  Lete — I  desire  to  place  East  St.  Louis  in  nomination. 

Delegate  Wilson  (J.) — I  desire  to  place  Murphysboro  in  nomina- 
tion. 

Danville,  Peoria  and  Joliet  were  nominated. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.) — I  nominate  Christopher. 

On  the  first  ballot  Springfield  received  practically  a  unanimous 
vote. 

President  Walker — Springfield  having  received  almost  a  unani- 
mous vote,  is  declared  to  be  the  city  in  which  we  will  hold  our  next 
annual  convention. 

Secretary  McDonald — I  believe  I  am  voicing  the  sentiment  of  prac- 
tically all  the  delegates  present  in  this  convention  when  I  say  that 
we  appreciate  very  highly  the  efforts  made  on  the  part  of  the  Spring- 
field Federation  of  Labor,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  through  their 
representative,  our  friend  Roberts,  and  the  other  citizens  of  Springfield 
who  have  done  what  they  could  to  make  our  stay  as  pleasant  and 
profitable  as  possible.  1  wish  at  this  time  to  make  a  motion  that  we 
extend  to  the  people  mentioned  our  sincere  appreciation  of  their  ef- 
forts by  a  rising  vote. 

The  motion  Avas  seconded  by  Delegate  Rosan  and  carried  by 
unanimous  rising  vote. 


Of  The  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois 


503 


President  Walker — The  chair  has  had  a  motion  submitted  in 
writing  by  one  of  the  delegates.    I  have  been  requested  to  read  it. 

Moved,  That  when  delegates  return  home  they  use  their  influence 
with  the  local  unions  to  send  a  word  of  encouragement  to  the  miners 
of  District  5,  stating  that  the  rank  and  file  of  District  12  is  with  them 
in  this  their  dark  hour. 

Delegate  McDonald  (T.  J.)— I  move  the  adoption  of  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  Lete — I  was  instructed  by  my  local  union  to  bring  a  mat- 
ter before  the  convention.  It  is  in  regard  to  assessments  that  have 
been  held  by  the  coal  companies.  We  had  assessments  held  by  the 
coal  company  which  we  took  up  for  a  couple  of  brothers.  Brother 
Walker  and  I  took  the  matter  up.  I  understood  I  was  to  get  the  money. 
Up  to  this  time  the  coal  company  has  failed  to  turn  the  money  over 
to  me  on  account  of  an  administrator  having  been  appointed.  The 
other  case  is  similar.  A  brother  was  killed.  An  administrator  was 
appointed,  and  he  filed  for  the  money  in  the  office.  At  the  same  time 
he  sent  a  communication  demanding  that  any  assessment  that  was 
levied  on  the  men  for  the  estate  be  turned  over  to  him.  It  is  my 
understanding  that  Harrison  White  has  relatives  in  France.  I  turned 
over  the  assessment  as  required  by  the  laws  of  the  local  union.  We 
are  not  sure  that  he  has  relatives  there.  We  want  to  keep  control 
of  the  money.  If  it  is  not  claimed  we  feel  we  can  use  it  for  other  pur- 
poses. The  miners  of  the  state  will  not  be  benefitted  if  it  is  turned 
over  to  the  administrator.  If  the  convention  can  act  we  would  like  to 
have  the  matter  taken  up  by  the  Executive  Board  for  immediate  ac- 
tion. 

Delegate  Shea — I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Kellett — I  have  been  informed  that  the  Fulton  Tool  Com- 
pany of  Fulton,  Ohio,  has  sent  agents  Into  this  state  selling  scab  tools. 
The  delegates  should  have  the  matter  looked  up,  and  if  these  scab  tools 
are  being  sold  by  their  merchants  they  should  be  driven  out  of  ex- 
istence. 

President  Walker — If  the  members  will  purchase  no  tools  except 
those  with  the  union  label  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  do  anything 
else  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  Brother  Kellett. 

Delegate  Nick  Roberts  wants  to  say  a  word  now. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Roberts — I  appreciate  more  than  I  can  tell  you  the 
vote  you  have  just  taken  in  regard  to  bringing  the  convention  back 
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to  Springfield.  I  am  commencing  to  feel  like  a  delegate,  as  President 
Walker  has  called  me.  I  have  gone  to  Peoria  and  have  trapsed 
around  after  the  convention  until  I  had  almost  dispaired  of  getting 
you  back.  I  want  to  know  if  Illinois  will  stand  with  me  if  I  go  over  and 
ask  the  International  convention  to  meet  here.  We  have  taken  a  shine 
to  the  United  Mine  Workers  and  we  want  as  many  of  their  conven- 
tions as  we  can  get.  I  will  be  awfully  glad  to  see  you  back  home  next 
year. 

Secretary  McDonald — The  proceedings  of  the  last  sessions  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  different  delegates  as  we  have  their  names  on  the 
credentials  list. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  move  that  this  convention  adjourn  sine 
die.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

At  11:45  a.  m,,  Wednesday,  March  1st,  the  Twenty-Second  An- 
nual Convention  of  District  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  was  adjourned  sine  die. 


